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6 © INTRODUCTION 


INTRODUCTION 


B irdwatching, or birding as it 1s 
now commonly called, 1s practiced 
by more than 60 million North 
Americans — making it the single 
largest hobby on the continent. North 
America is an exciting place to go 
birding because it contains birds 
representing more than 920 species 
ththat are permanent or summer 
residents, visit regularly, or stray 
occasionally to the continent. 


AVIAN DIVERSITY 

Having attained the power of flight 
more than 150 million years ago, birds 
might be expected to be uniformly. 
distributed in every corner of the Earth. 
But they are not. ‘hey are bound to the 
earth by the habitats to which they have 
adapted, and they are limited by 
geographical barriers as well as the 
history of their lineage. 

Different species are often 
associated with mayor plant 
communities, or biomes, that provide 
them with critical habitat requirements 
for part or all of their annual cycle. Polar 

regions of permanent ice and 
snow are home to 


adapted to freshwater habitats. 


i The GREAT BLUE HERON has 


The BARN OWL hunts in areas 
cleared for agriculture. 


Ivory Gulls; the arctic tundra to Snowy 
Owls, ptarmigans, jaegers, Gyrfalcons, 
and countless shorebirds in summer. 
‘The great block of northern coniferous 
forests provide seeds for crossbills, 
grosbeaks, finches, and nuthatches; in 
summer, insects for flycatchers, 
vireos, and warblers abound. 
Deciduous forests, southern 
pine forests, grasslands, and 
deserts all hold particular 
species of birds different 
from those in other 
biomes. Other species, such 
as herons, are adapted for 
freshwater ponds, lakes, rivers, and 
streams; still others for marshes and 
seashores as well as the open ocean. 


BIRDWATCHING IN 
NORTH AMERICA 
‘The incredible diversity 
of North America’s 
avian population is 
evidenced by more than 
920 species of birds that 
are now accepted as 
having occurred in North 
America. hese species can 
be found in a wide variety of 
habitats, including spectacular 
mountain ranges, vast grasslands, 
hot and cold deserts, chaparral, 
deciduous and coniferous forests, 
swamps and pine forests, tundra, 
glaciers, and ice fields. Inhabiting this 
vast area are billions of individual birds. 
Many birdwatchers practice their 
hobby close to their own backyards. 
They learn to recogznize the species 
they see most often and occasionally 
identify a “new” species for the yard, 


perhaps even photograph the birds they 


see. Many take their birding to the 
field. Some are so passionate that they 
travel North America identifying as 
many species as they can, often 


AMERICAN COOTS thrive in hardwood swamps. 
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The widespread 
YELLOW WARBLER 
1s common along 
woodland edges. 


covering many miles on short notice to 
observe a newly discovered vagrant. 
Not even the most ardent birder 
has seen all of the species recorded on 
the North American continent. But that 
is part of the fun and challenge of 
birding. It holds something for every 
level of interest, and the amateur birder 
stands as much chance as the 
professional biologist of making a 
discovery that sheds important light 
on the field of ornithology. 


se: 
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HOW THIS BOOK WORKS 


ntil now, no tool for identifying 

birds has also provided access to 
information on behavior, nesting, 
flight patterns, and similar birds in a 
compact and user-friendly format. 
Written for the novice as well as the 
experienced birder, this book 
showcases 1n individual page 
profiles each of the 328 species of 
birds documented for the Mid- 
Atlantic region. The species are in 
taxonomic order and include all 
those known to breed in Delaware, 


MID-ATLANTIC 


New York 
Pennsylvania 
New Jersey 
- Maryland 
fd \ Delaware 
West | 
Virginia 
Virginia 


FINDING YOUR BIRD 


‘To find a bird, scan the pages of the book, or 
look up its scientific or common name in the 
index. ‘The species are in taxonomic order, 
beginning with the non-passerines such as 
erebes, ducks, hawks, owls, doves, 


LEAST GREBE (non-passerine) 
Birds that do not perch and sing are in 
the first part of this book. 


Maryland, New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, West 
Virginia, and Washington, D.C., 
plus adjacent islands and seas 
within two hundred miles of the 
coast, as well as all species 
documented as regular visitors by 
the American Ornithologists’ Union 
(AOU) and the American Birding 
Association (ABA). Species recorded 
as casual to accidental visitors are 
listed separately beginning on page 
368. Only those species listed on 
the current AOU Check-/ist of North 
American Birds (7th edition, 1998 
and its 42nd Supplement, 2000) and 
the ABA 1998-99 ABA Check-list 
Report, Birding 31: 518-524 are 
included. Other species that have 
been seen but not yet accepted by 
the AOU or ABA are not included. 
Excluded also are introduced exotic 
species that are living in the wild 
that are not yet recognized by either 
the AOU or the ABA as having 
viable breeding populations in this 
part of North America. 


hummingbirds, and woodpeckers. They are 
followed by the passerines, the perching or 
songbirds, which begin on page 225. The 
species profiles will help you identify a bird 
as well as learn about its natural history. 


TOWNSEND'S WARBLER (passerine) 
Birds that do perch and sing are in the 
second part of this book. 


Scientific 
family name 


Scientific name 


of species 


Average length 
from tip of 


bill to tip of tail 
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Average length 
between tips of 
Open WINGS 


Family ANATIDAE SPECIES Aix sponsa 


= T 7% 
| keneth 17-20 inches | Wingspan 28. 30) inches 


Common *——_Woopb DUCK 
name of 
Species 


Description @——* SONG Male makes soft up-slurred 
of SONE and whistle. Female makes rising hoo-eek 
call and sharp crrreek, crrreek. 

If diffe rent burgundy flanks 
from adult 
male, female 1s 
shown in color 
photograph 
long squared 
& tail 
Characteristic e—+— BEHAVIO 
behavior and 
feeding habits 


Frequents wooded 
watercourses, ponds, 

and swamps. Dabbler 
that feeds primarily on 


Lf different vegetable material and 
from adult, insects but also eats 
subadult snails, tadpoles, and DRE 
plumage is salamanders. Walks chin 
9 i easily on land and often 
illustrated oe eee: 
ae ages there. Sometimes 
: several fen s“dump” brownish ¢ 

VPP, SG, 

Breeding eggs in single nest box, breast 


habits and 
Ape of mate 


which may hold 20-40 
eggs. Often perches in trees. 


selection e————* BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 
NESTING Incubation 25-37 days by 


Incubation eee First flight at 56-70 days. Tended by 


and nestling 


Considered by many to be the most beautiful duck in North 
America, the colorful male of this species is unmistakable with 
its large iridescent crest and multicolored bill. In flight it 
appears big-headed with a short neck and a long 
squared tail. The bill angles downward. 


long, pointed. 


crest 


iridescent 
blue-green 


back 


female. 1 brood per year in North; sometimes 2 in South. 


white teardrop 


JUVENILE 


white lines on 
head and crest 


__* gray head and crest 


burgundy breast 
with white spotting 


—» black head 


Me ne 
a ee 


relation to 
this book 


e Main image 


red, white, 
ie and 
‘ yellow bill 
S51 shaped 


white patch on 
Jace and neck 


ECLIPSE 


MALE 


on sides and 
Hanks 


Male unmistakable. 


Similar Birds 


BLUE-WINGED TEAL Q 
GREEN-WINGED TkAL Q 
Females smaller; dark 
bill; lack crest; lack white 
teardrop eye patch 


1s @ color 
photograph of 
male in 
breeding 
plumage 


Lf different 
from main 
Image, 
nonbreeding 
plumage 1s 
Wlustrated 


Key field 


2° white pgeens are 


annotated on 
photographs 


i, How to 


differentiate 
similar birds 
at a glance 


-e General 


mformation 


Flight pattern e+ 
indicated by 1con; 
Lext provides 
Surther insight 


Flight Pattern 


+ 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


© POPULATION Possible inerease-cdreto reduced hunting 


pressures and placement of 


nest boxes in habitat. 


¢ BIRDHOUSES Will use 


ndst boxes. 


@ (CONSERVATION Habitat 
to timbering and 


bding lost 
drainage. 


Hs 
\ asl 
a age 


Nest Identification 


Shape PR? i 
Location +f a, G ee) 


Shape(s) and e—— 
location(s) of 
nest indicated 


Line 


with dows 


subelliptical, 2 inches long. 


¢ rarely nests in hollow fallen 


female ¢ 9-15 creamy white, dull white, or pale 


ogs or barn lofts ¢ built by 


suff eggs; elliptical to 


by icon 


ale 


Plumage Sexes differ [ Habitat 22 Ve 


ie Migratory 


Weight 15 


pounds 


DATE TIME 


Habitat e 
symbols 


Whether male and 
female have similar 
or different plumage 


Species use of man-made nesting * 
structures or attraction to feeders 


migrales 


LOCATION 


Whether bird 


Average weight @ 


© Factors affecting species’ continued 
existence as a viable population 


abundance, 
marked 
historical 
Changes 1n 
ranges Or 
numbers 


—++—e Color-coded 


Map ShOWS 
bird's range at 
VaTIOUs f1Mes 
of year 


Nest 
description 
and egg 
identification 
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GUIDE TO VISUAL REFERENCES 


r ZI 
PHOTOG RAP HS : squared blackish 
Because users of this guide will be tail with slight cleft 
viewing these birds in backyards, chestnut sides of 
blue-black face extend to 
woodlands, and other natural atin 9 sides of nape 
environments, realistic 


photographs are used as whitish 

visual reference. Some Omen aa 
rare and seldom- short black 
photographed species bill 

are illustrated. Unless chestnut throat 
otherwise noted, the with black 


primary image shows the OT Ns 


male bird in breeding 


@ blue-black 


plumage. If the adult female has CLIFF wings and back 
significantly different plumage SWALLOW 

from the male, a second image depicts 

the female in breeding plumage. If field whitish underparts 

marks are not visible in a photograph they with dusky gray-brown 


: . . sides and flanks 
are described in the accompanying text. qian 


ILLUSTRATIONS 

Many birds also have other plumages, including the 
winter plumage, which are depicted in illustrations. 

‘The plumage of the immature if different from both 
adults also is illustrated. Some species have different ica Mise Wine Wie 
color morphs, which are also illustrated. JUVENILE PLUMAGE MORPH 


SIMILAR BIRDS 
In many cases it can be difficult to distinguish 
between certain birds in the field. ‘Therefore, the : a 
; : : 3 : A eis ke 2 ; Pale cinnamon-bufft 
species accounts feature a list of similar birds with fan ae 

; : a ras ¥ \roat; cinnamon 
accompanying text that identifies distinct features and forehead; richer 
behavior that clearly set them apart. Male and female cinnamon-rust rump. 
symbols indicate the sex of the bird that could be 
mistaken for the species being profiled. 


CAVE SWALLOW 


DISTRIBUTION MAP 

Each species profile has a map showing where the bird 
is likely to be seen either all year long (permanent 
resident), in the breeding season (summer resident), or 
in the winter (winter resident). The maps depict only 
those parts of each species’ range within North America 
and up to approximately 100 miles offshore north of 
central Mexico to the northern borders of Canada. 


permanent resident 


summer resident winter resident 


SCALE SILHOUETTES 


‘These show the silhouette of the bird overlaid 


proportionally on a copy of this book. 


| 

= 

| 
| 


NEST IDENTIFICATION 


The Nest Identification box provides icons 
describing nest shape and location. 
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Flight Pattern — 


Swift graceful flight alternating several 
deep, rapid wing beats with long elliptical 
glides with sharp sweeping upturns at the 
end. Soars on thermals and updrafts. 


FLIGHT PATTERN 

Each bird’s flight pattern is shown in 
its species profile by an icon. For 
more information on flight patterns, 
see page 20. 


Pellets of clay or mud, with lining of grasses, down, and feathers ¢ usually 
under eaves of buildings or under dams or bridges; sometimes on ridges of 


Shape 2 
Location ae “see z. i 


canyons; rarely on trunk of conifer tree under overhanging branch ¢ built by 
both sexes ¢@ 3-6 white, cream, or pinkish eggs, marked with browns; oval to 
long oval, 0.8 x 0.5 inches. 


Shape 


ot yy 


Burrow Excavated Burrow Preformed 


e = &§6 


Crevice Deep Cup Floating 


None Open Cup 


~ @ § 


Shallow Sphere Tree Cavity Primary 


Pendant Platform Saucer Scrape 


Tree Cavity Secondary 


g Man-made 


Location 
| ut B asa] (@\ ay 
Bank Building Bridge Cave Chimney Cliff Conifer 


Man-made 


a pile aa" 


Floating Grass Gravel Roof Hollow Log Pebbles 


*s ; — BK 


Reed/Cattails Shrub Snag 


Decidous 


Bare Soil Stump 


HABITAT 


Habitat Ya 


At the bottom of each species account Is a set of icons 


representing all the habitat types in the order in which the bird 
is found, from the most to the least likely. 


bend 


or tropical 


9.¢ 


trees, tundra forest, semiopen areas 


1 


forest: coniferous, broadleaf, temperate, 
open forest; more space between the 


forest edge, oak and riparian 
ie | 


cae grassland with scattered trees (includes 
farmland, citrus groves, orchards) 


7 © 


undergrowth; tropical lowland 


bushes, shrubs, thickets and 


af areas of scrub vegetation, frequently 
with thorns 


wit Open landscapes: grassland, tundra, 
savanna, coastal ponds/sloughs — salt, brackish 
or freshwater, coastal marshes, coastal 
wetlands, salt marshes, prairie potholes 


semidesert 
Y desert 
wa lakes, rivers and vicinity, sandspits, 
mudflats, ponds 

S — upland streams and vicinity 


DDD 


A open sea, low flat islands 


N&S_ rocky or sandy seashore, bay islands, 
coastal islands, shallow coastal habitats, coastal 
bays, coastal mangroves, tidal flats, sand spits, 
mudflats 


WZ freshwater marshes, swamps 


Ae rocky places or cliffs (both on the coast 
and inland) 


A ~~ mountains. wooded canyons 
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ANATOMY OF BIRDS 


B irds are the most diverse terrestrial vertebrates with more than 9,800 extant 
species. Mammals are the only other homeothermic group with whom they 
share the planet. Yet, although mammal species number less than half that of birds, 
the mammals are much more varied in body shape and size. Mammals vary in form 
from primates to giraffes to armadillos, with specialists in running, hopping, flying, 
swimming, burrowing, digging, and climbing. Birds, however, all look like birds — 
with the same basic architecture, a body shape dictated by the demands of flight. 


PRATHE RS 

Birds have three basic types of feathers: down, 
contour, and flight (wing and tail) feathers. 
Down feathers are next to the bird’s skin for 
insulation. ‘he contour is the most commonly 
recognized feather and the one that covers 


DOWN 


BONES 

In most species both the 

wings and the legs must be 
strong enough to transport the 
full weight of the bird, yet light 
enough to fly. Some bones have 
been fused and some bear 
internal struts. Ribs are overlapped 
for strength; others are hollowed, 
thinned, and reduced in numbers for 
lightness. In flying birds, and those 
flightless birds like penguins that use 
flipperlike forelimbs to “fly” under- 
water, the sternum, or breastbone, 
bears a thin knifelike keel to which 
the large flight muscles of the breast, 
the pectoral muscles, are attached. 


CONTOUR 


most of the bird’s body. Typical contour 
feathers consist of a central shaft or quill and 
the flattened portion or vane. Contour feathers 
that extend beyond the wings and tail are the 
flight feathers. 


FLIGHT 
(WING AND TAIL) 


long curved 
neck hidden 


é tail bone rising 
under feathers 


above wing bones 
in this posture @ 


pelvis carries 
legs and tail 


breastbone carries 
the wing muscles 


The same characteristics of strength and 
elasticity found in a bird’s feathers also can be 
found in the anatomy of its skeleton. 


BILLS 

Birds’ bills are composed of a horny sheath 
overlying a bony core. The entire lightweight 
structure has evolved in countless ways to the 
specialized needs of its owner, from seed- 


The EVENING 
GROSBEAK uses 
its conical bill to 
crunch seeds. 


The ROSEATE 
SPOONBILL uses its 
spoon-shaped bill to scoop 


food from water. 


PEGS AND PEE) 

The legs of birds are thin, strong, and springy, 
and in most species lack feathers on their 
distal parts where they are instead covered 
with scales. Muscles, which are concentrated 
on the portion of the leg nearest the body, 
control the extremities with a series of 


The AMERICAN ROBIN — Some, like the HAIRY The MALLARD has 


WOODPECKER, 
have two toes forward 
and two back. 


has a typical bird’s foot: 
four toes with three 
forward and one back. 


WINGS AND ‘TAILS 
‘The shapes of wings and 
tails are an adaptation to 
where and how a bird 
flies. Look carefully at 
flight silhouettes: forest 
raptors (a) have rounded 
wings for living in dense 
vegetation; swallows (b) 
have narrow tapering 
wings. [he tapering wings 
and narrow tail of a falcon 
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cracking to nectar probing and from fish- 
catching to fruit-picking. Birds also use their 
bills to build nests, preen, and court. Bills may 
change in size and/or color in breeding season. 


The RED CROSSBILL’s 
bill features mandibles 
crossed at the tips that are 
ideal for digging the seeds 
out of pinecones. 


The BUFF-BELLIED 
HUMMINGBIRD uses its 
long needlehke bill to probe 
into flowers for nectar. 


tendons. ‘oes generally number four with 
three forward and one opposable toe pointed 
backward, but some North American birds 
have only three. ‘Toes are covered by scales 
and have claws at their tips which in birds 
of prey are enlarged into strong talons. 


The DOUBLE- The BALD 
three webbed toes CRESTED EAGLE has claws 
and one vestigial toe = GCORMORANT has enlarged and 
im back. four webbed toes. elongated into 
talons. 


(c) contrast with the broad 
splayed wings and broad 
tail of an eagle (d), which 
allow an eagle to soar. 
‘Terns (e) have long 
elegant wings; albatross 
wings (f) are very long, 
with an extended inner 
section for flying over 
water like a sailplane. 
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-_ TOPOGRAPHY OF A BIRD 


AG you consult the species profiles in this book you will encounter a number of 
ornithological terms that describe the “landscape,” or groups of feathers, of a 
bird’s body. Learning these terms will help you use your field guide and, when you 
look at living birds, prompt you to see more detail with each sighting. 


TIPS FOR THE FIELD 
1. Start by looking at the bird’s head. Note its bill and the markings on its face. 
2. Get a feel for the bird’s overall shape and size and note body markings. 
3. Note shapes and markings of tail and wings. 
4. Watch it fly and note markings visible in flight. 


uppertail primaries 


ee. eee 


tail or va 


rectrices 


secondaries ’ 


yo 
undertail coverts 


or Crissum 


rump 


primaries 


WINGS 


(primaries, secondaries, tertials 


collectively = remiges) | “oS 
pe ~* 
tibia —— 


—e alula 


greater under # greater coverts 


primary coverts 


———e median coverts 
median under e————— 


primary coverts ———e /esser coverts 


. i 
secondaries e oes. 
se 


lesser under @ scapulars 


primary coverts 


ae 
i 


axillaries & 
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HEAD lateral median crown supraloral 
CTOWN stripe ' Stripe area 
supercilium @ 
(superciliary |» Jore 


stripe) @ mustache 


/ , © submustachial stripe 
postocular stripe 


© malar stripe 


ear patch 
(auricular) 
CTO 
ear covert or 


nape auricular 


» forehead 


back 


@ fertials 


lore 


upper mandible 


lower mandible 


chin 


throat 


side of neck 


breast 


Scapulars 


side 


belly 


tarsus Or 
tibiotarsus 


flank 
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VARIATIONS WITHIN SPECIES 


B irds are the most colorful of all terrestrial vertebrates. ‘Vheir coloration 
varies widely not only from species to species but within species. Often 
plumage colors differ between the sexes, between adults and their young, 
and from season to season. All of these different color patterns increase the 
challenge of identification for the birder. 


MALE/FEMALE 
VARIATIONS 


Within a species, adult 
males often differ in color 
and pattern of plumage, 
and sometimes In size, “ 
from adult females. d MALE 
d PAINTED BUNTINGS have three distinct plumages. 


JUVENILE 


FEMALE 


JUVENILE PLUMAGE 
VARIATIONS 


On an individual bird, color changes 
occur when feathers molt, or drop from 
their follicles to be replaced by new 
feathers. In its life span a bird will molt 
many times. After its first molt, when it 
loses its natal down, the bird will attain 
its suventle plumage. Vhis will be its first 
plumage with contour and flight feathers. 
‘This plumage often does not resemble FEMALE 
that of either adult and is worn briefly for 
a few weeks or months. For the purposes 
of this book the term “juvenile” is used 
to refer to subadult plumaged birds that 
may, or may not, be sexually mature. 


JUVENILE 


Mate and female NORTHERN CARDINALS have 
different plumages, while juveniles resemble females. 


OTHER SUBADULT PLUMAGES 
Although in many species, such as the bunting and cardinal, the juvenile attains adult 
plumage after its first year, there are species in which it takes the juvenile longer to do this. 
It may take juveniles of some species two years or more. ‘These 
individuals may experience what are known as first, second, or even 
third winter or summer plumages before attaining the plumage 
of adult birds. The Ring-billed Gull is one such example. 


@ 


, 


—_ 


Adult 
RING-BILLED GULL 


Third Year Second Year First Year 
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SEASONAL VARIATIONS IN ADULT BIRDS 

Most adult birds have two molts a year with a complete molt 
of all feathers after the breeding season and a partial molt in 
late winter/early spring in which only the head and body 
feathers are replaced. 


INDIGO BUNTING MALLARD in MALLARD in 
in winter plumage breeding plumage eclipse plumage 


The late winter or early spring molt produces the brighter 
plumage associated with many breeding birds and is called the 
breeding plumage or alternate plumage. Male ducks undergo a molt 
just after the nesting season begins and get a fresh coat of 
feathers that is drab like the female’s called an eclipse plumage. 
INDIGO BUNTING Fall molts produce a plumage called winter plumage, fall plumage, 
in breeding plumage or basic plumage. 


OTHER VARIATIONS 


Some genetic variations in color and pattern can be seen among populations representing 
different geographical races of a species. ‘These races are also referred to as subspecies. 


“aroeap OREGON PINK-SIDED | WHITE-WINGED  GRAY-HEADED 
io JUNCO JUNCO JUNCO JUNCO 


The DARK-EYED JUNCO has five adult plumage variations associated with different geographical regions. 


Hybrids between species may produce birds that Some species have two 
share some characteristics of each parent but still or more color phases or morphs. 
have a very different appearance. 


LAW. R ENCE’S BREWSTER’S 


WARBLER WARBLER 
Results from crosses between Golden-winged Warblers and The EASTERN SCREEGH-OWL has red, gray, 


Blue-winged Warblers and their offspring. and brown morphs. 
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HOW TO IDENTIFY BIRDS 


B irds that come to backyard feeders often stay long enough for you to 
study them in detail, but not all birds are so cooperative and often a 
fleeting glimpse is all you get. Learn to get the best look you can under the 
conditions and to see the entire bird well. First impressions of a bird, 
especially a new species for you, will give you clues for comparing it with 
birds you already know. What you are looking for are field marks, those 
physical clues that include size, shape, color patterns, and behavior, and 
also the habitat the bird is in and the sounds it may make. 

Learn to routinely and quickly look at the details of the head; markings 
on the body, wings, and tail; and the shapes of the bird’s parts. 


HEAD 


Is the crown: 


striped streaked capped crested 


Look for other markings on the face such as: 


eye rings spectacles 


mustache marks malar marks ear patches a mask through 
the eye 
BODY PLUMAGE 


Are the underparts: 


eA 


and unmarked streaked 


spotted 


plain 
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TAIL 


Is the tail: 
| 
i 


{ 
i 


forked rounded fan-shaped wedge-shaped 


notched square short long 


MARKINGS 


Does it have distinctive wing or tail markings such as: 


bars bands spots contrasting colors 


BILL, 
Is the bill: 


cone-shaped needlelike hooked decurved spatulate long or short 


BEHAVIOR 

| The behavior of the bird will 
also provide clues to its 
identity. Does it bob, wag, or 
pump its tail either up and 
down or back and forth? Note 
# its flight pattern. Does it back 
| down a tree or go headfirst? 
For more information on 
Behavior, see page 24. 


SONG 

Many expert birders 
rely on their ears as 
much as their eyes to 
identify birds. Any of 
the many cassette 
tapes, CDs, or videos 
can help you learn the 
| songs, calls, and other 
sounds birds make. 
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IDENTIFYING BIRDS IN FLIGHT 


ow a bird flies — the speed of the wing stroke as well as the pattern — can often 
help you recognize a species. 


Direct — steady flight with regular wing beats, 
along a constant line; typical of most species, 
including waterfowl, herons, doves, crows, 
shorebirds, and many songbirds. 


Dynamic soaring — glides over water “downhill” 
with the wind to its back and when close to 
the surface quickly turns 180 degrees back 
into the wind. There the bird 1s lifted back up 
to near the original height upon which it turns 
back and soars “downhill” again. Characteristic 
of many pelagic species, including albatrosses, 
shearwaters, and petrels. 


Flap and ghde— alternates a burst of several 
wing beats with a short or long level glide. 
Many birds of prey, both hawks and owls, use 
this flight pattern as do Black Vultures, ibis, 
and pelicans. 


Flightless — many species living in 
environments free of predators have given up 
the energy-demanding activity of flight. “The 
only flightless North American species, the 
Great Auk, was hunted to extinction in 1844. 


Glide — wings are held fully or partially 
extended as the bird loses altitude. Many birds 
glide down to a landing, or from perch to 
perch. Hawks may glide from the top of one 
thermal to the bottom of the next in migration. 


Hawking — flying up from the ground or down 
from an aerial perch to seize a flying insect and 
looping back down to the same or nearby 
perch. Characteristic of flycatchers and other 
small, active insect-eating birds such as 
warblers, the Cedar Waxwing, and several 
species of woodpeckers. 


Hovering — rapid wingbeats while the bird 
remains suspended in one spot over the 
ground or water. ‘Typical of hummingbirds, 
kingfishers, American Kestrel, Osprey, Rough- 
legged Hawk and many small birds that hover 
briefly to glean food from vegetation. 


Mothhke — an erratic, sometimes bouncy, slow 
flight seen in nightjars, a few storm-petrels, 
and in the display flights of some small birds. 


Skims — the flight pattern of the Black 
Skimmer in which the bird flies a steady 
course with its lower mandible cleaving the 
surface of sull water as it feeds. 


Static soaring — requires about a twentieth of 
the energy of flapping flight. Birds soar on 
rising heated columns of air, thermals, or on 
deflected currents and updrafts. Large hawks, 
eagles, vultures, storks, White Pelicans, and 
gulls soar this way. 


Straight line formation — an energy-saving style 
of flight used by some larger birds such as 
cormorants, pelicans, ibis, some waterfowl, and 
others. Birds may fly one behind the other, or 
abreast as do some scoters and eiders. 


Undulating — some small birds conserve energy 
by rising on one or more wing beats and then 
folding the wings to the body and swooping 
down to the next wing beat. Characteristic of 
woodpeckers, finches, and chickadees. 


V formation — an energy-saving flight style used 
by some larger birds, including ducks, geese, 
cranes, and cormorants. 


Zigzag — a pattern used by birds flushed from 
the ground as a way to elude predators. ‘The 
Common Snipe and several species of quail 
are good examples. 
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BIRD SILHOUETTES 


he first step in identifying a bird is to narrow down the possibilities to one or 
two families. Most species in a family share a unique combination of physical 


traits, such as the size and shape of the bill, that gives the family a distinctive 
silhouette. Some larger families are broken into subfamilies. For example, buteos 
and accipiters, both hawks in the family Accipitridae, have very different flight 
silhouettes. Identification becomes easier once you have learned the characteristic 
shape of each family and subfamily. The silhouettes shown here will help you 
place birds into their family groupings. 


DUCK 
medium length neck 
spatulate-shaped bill 


LOON 
elongated body 
short, thick neck 


$ SWIMMING BIRDS 


CORMORANT 
elongated body 
long, thin neck 


thin, hook-tipped bill 


i 


GREBE 

long, thin neck 

head small in 
proportion to body 


moderately long, thick nll 


A 


ORIOLE 
conical, pointed bill 


FINCH 
thick bill for 


Crack ng seeds 


WOODPECKER 

clings upright to side 
of tree trunk 

uses Stiff tail as a prop 


od 


PERCHING BIRDS 


& 


WARBLER 
small bird 
small, thin bill 


WREN 
small 
tail often cocked 

upward at an angle 
thin bill slightly decurved 


OWL 
very upright posture 
large head 

no apparent neck 


a 


FLYCATCHER 
upright posture 
appears a little 
large-headed NUTHATCH 
clings to tree trunks 
and large branches 
N0 apparent neck 


straight, needlelike bill 
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STANDING BIRDS 


PEEP 
thin bill 
dumpy body 


moderately long legs 


THRASHER 

thrushlike but with 
/onger tail 

medium length bill 


HERON 
a 8 long neck and legs ae 
ae dageerlike bill ce a : t e 
in O1 short neck 
plump body strong till 
heavy body 


relatively long legs 


FLYING BIRDS 


GOOSE 
heavy body 
small head 
long, outstretched neck 


BUTEO 

ACCIPITER broad wings and tail 

i WA een 185 individual primary 

long es ely feathers visible on wing 
narrow tail 


SWIFT 

long, very thin, 
swept-back wings 

almost no visible tail 

SWALLOW 

long, pointed, 

swept-back wings 


FALCON 
narrow tail 


VULTURE 


laree bird 


GULL relatively 

long, angular wings NaTTo®, small head 

spread tail pointed wings long, broad-based wings 
with visible primaries 


moderate bill 
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BEHAVIOR 


large portion of the bird behavior we admire is instinctive and associated 
with particular species and families. So as you look for field marks, 
notice the bird’s body language. It will give you many 
clues to its identity. 


TAIL MOVEMENT 

Some birds flip their tails as they move or 
perch. ‘The tail may be cocked at an angle over 
the back, fanned open or closed, wagged, 
bobbed, or pumped up or down. Some birds 
constantly bob their bodies up and down as 
they walk or stand; others bob or jerk 
occasionally, while others sway back and forth 
as they walk. 


BODY MOVEMENT : 
Some birds hop like a sparrow. Some run or BEWIGCK’S WREN holds its tail 


walk. ‘They may climb trees straight up, hitch high above its back as it hops, often 
up or back down them, walk headfirst down licking it from side to side. 


them, or cling upside down. Many birds wade 
like herons and egrets, or swim like ducks and 
geese. Some aquatic species feed by dabbling 
or tipping up their bodies with their heads and 
necks beneath the surface. Others dive 
completely below the surface. 


ae The PAINTED REDSTART spreads its 
rome : f eB tail, flashing the white outer tail feathers. 


The BLUE-WINGED TEAL dabbles for food. The TRIGOLORED HERON wades. 
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FORAGING 

Notice whether the bird 
forages on the ground, in the 
treetops, or at the mid-story 
level. Shorebirds may stay on 
the dry sand or away from the 
water's edge on a mudflat, or 
they may wade in the shallows, 
while some species may wade 
up to their bellies. Some 
shorebirds pick at their food 
while others drill and probe 
rapidly in the mud. 


So No SNR. 


These MOURNING DOVES are foraging on the ground. 


DISPLAY BEHAVIORS 
Many species exhibit 
distinctive display behaviors 
during breeding season. 
‘They may dance like 
Prairie-Chickens, cranes, or 
Western Grebes; “skylark” 
like sparrows or buntings; or 
put on the aerial shows of 
woodcock and snipe. Many 
species, especially ground- 
nesters, will try to lead 
intruders away from the nest 
with distraction displays 
including the broken-wing 
or crippled-bird act. 


The GREAT EGRET flashes its long white plumes in courtship display. 


Oe ee 
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ABUNDANCE AND DISTRIBUTION 


hat does it mean when 

someone says a bird ts 
“common” or that a species ts 
“abundant” or “rarer” ‘To appreciate 
a bird species’ presence (or lack of 
it) in a given region you need to 
consider the factors of habitat, 
geographical range, and season of 
the year. Keep in mind that the 
distribution and abundance of birds, 
among the most mobile of the 
earth’s creatures, are not static and 
the boundaries of populations often 


HUROPEAN 
STARLING 


Uncommon species 
can be widespread 
but may not be 
observed by 
birders searching 
for it in proper 
habitat and season 


LONG-EARED 
OWL 


or that the 


ANTILLEAN NIGHTHAWK 


observ 


Rare can mean either that the 
species is widely distributed 
outside North America but 
exists in low numbers here, 


is small and local. 


change. Birds are easily impacted 
by changes in climate and habitat 
brought about by natural or human 
causes, with seasonal migrations 
being the most obvious result. “hus 
knowing the seasonal occurrence of 
a bird is important in confirming its 
identification. ‘The range maps in 
this guide are color-coded to provide 
you with this information. You can 
get even more specific information 
from local checklists, local bird 
books, websites, and local birders. 


Abundant means a species 1s so 
conspicuous that birders usually 
e more than 25 individuals 
daily in proper habitat and season. 


Common means 
birders are likely to 
see 5—25 individuals 
daily in proper 
habitat and season. BLACK-CAPPED 
CHICKADEE 


Fairly common means a 
species is common enough 

that birders should observe at 
least one individual daily in 
proper habitat and season. 


Gf 


YELLOW-THROATED 
VIREO 

Casual means a bird that wanders into 

North America at infrequent intervals and 

is not observed annually, but exhibits a 

pattern of occurrence over several coer 


entire population 


WHITE-THROATED 
ROBIN 


$e 
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: ; 
Vagrant is a migrant that has 
strayed off its usual route. 


[rruptive means 
the species is 
erratic in Its eo 
movements — i 
present and even 
numerous in a 

region in one MEE Ors 
year and absent ; 


i" 


the next. ae 
= y* , 


SNOWY 
OWL 


WHITE-EYED 
VIREO 


RING-NECKED 
PHEASANT 


Introduced means a non-native 
species deliberately released in 
a legal effort to establish a 
population. 


Exotic means a non-native 


species illegally released or 


escaped, such as the many Permanent 

parrot species in south Florida, residents live in 

or a non-native species that has the same 
geographic 


arrived in the region on its own 
like the Cattle Egret, or with 
passive human assistance (such 
as hitching a transoceanic ride 
ona ship). 


region all year. 


\ NORTHERN 


CATTLE CARDINAL 


EGRET 


Summer residents breed and 
raise their young in one region 
and leave to winter in another 
region, usually to the south. 


SHY 


CEDAR 
ALBATROSS 


WAXWING 
Accidentals are species that 
have occurred fewer than ten 
times In a region. 


Transients pass through a 

region only once or twice 
a year during their spring 
and/or fall migrations. 


AMERICAN TREE 
SPARROW 


SHEMIPALMATED 
SANDPIPER 


Winter residents arrive in a region 
only during the winter months 

after their breeding season, and 
usually breed to the north of it. 
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WATCHING BIRDS IN THE BACKYARD 


f you provide suitable food, shelter, and water, birds will come to your backyard. 

If you offer a variety of these necessities you will attract a greater diversity of 
birds. Place your feeders, nesting boxes, and birdbaths where the birds will feel 
safe from people and animals and where you can see the birds as you go about 


your daily routine. 


FOOD AND FEEDERS 

Many people enjoy feeding birds year-round. Basic types of feeders 
include platform feeders, hopper feeders, tube feeders, ball feeders, 
window feeders, fruit feeders, nectar feeders, and suet feeders. 
Standard foods include black (oil) sunflower seed (the best single 
seed), striped sunflower seed, hulled sunflower (chips/hearts) seed, 
niger (called “thistle”) seed, safflower seed, white proso millet seed, 
red millet seed, milo seed, corn (whole Kernel, shelled, and cracked), 
peanuts, peanut butter, suet and suet mixes, fruits, and nectar. 


AMERICAN GOLDFINCHES 


at a tube feeder 


4 


4 


[hahaa hf 
ny 


7 TL 5 Cary a EY, 
Aaa, 


ST | Oc i, 


i 


+ 
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WATER 
Birds need water 
as much as they 
need food. If you 
include even one 
dependable source of 
water in your yard you will 
attract a great variety of 
birds to drink, bathe, and 
cool off. If there is a running 
water or dripping water element 
even more species will come. 
‘There are many styles of water containers to 
choose from but the only requirement ts: 
Maintain a stable supply of clean water in a 
shallow container no deeper than three inches. 


iowa 
saree 


NORTHERN CARDINAL at a traditional birdbath 


Two types of nest boxes you can 
make yourself 


“Hotel ” fog PURPLE MAR TINS 
SHELTER AND NEST BOXES 


Planting trees, shrubs, and other vegetation not only 
provides food for birds but shelter and nesting places. 
Many species will use nest boxes. Others will use nesting 
shelves or ledges, and larger species will use raised 
nesting platforms. Nesting boxes can be made of wood, 
aluminum, or plastic; natural gourds are often used for 
martins and swallows. 


SI) Ue 
Urban nest for MOURNING DOVES 
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WATCHING BIRDS IN THE FIELD 


Ne little gear is needed to watch birds, other than your own curiosity. ‘Two 
indispensable items are a good pair of binoculars and a good field guide. Birding 
with experienced birders who know the area ts also valuable in getting you off to a 
good start. It 1s a good idea to keep a small notebook handy. Later you may want to 
add a camera and telephoto lens; a spotting scope with tripod becomes a good 
investment for the more serious birder. 


Tay 


GEM 


male 


eS 


gers 


A long-lens camera and binoculars allow birders to photograph and see birds that might otherwise be missed. 


BINOCULARS 

PUTT U AL: Look for magnifying ranges from 7x to 10x power. 
The outside diameter of the lenses that are 
farthest from your eyes (the objective lenses) 
should range from 35mm to 50mm. ‘The power of 
magnification and the diameter of the objective 
lenses (the latter helps determine light-gathering 
ability) are combined and stamped on the 
binoculars as two numbers such as: 7 x 35, 7 x 50, 
or 8 x 42. Small compact binoculars such as 

8 x 23 are lightweight and tempting to carry in the 


BINOCULARS field, but the small size of the objective lenses 
Look for magnifying ranges from limits the amount of light they can gather, making 
L 7x to 10x power birdwatching under low light difficult. 
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BASIC PHOTOGRAPHY EQUIPMENT 
The best camera body for bird photography is a 35mm single 
lens reflex (SLR). This camera allows you to view the 
subject directly through the lens. Many birds move quickly 
so your camera should have a fast shutter speed of at least 
1/500 sec or higher, and the films you use with natural light 
should have high exposure speeds in the range of 200-400 
ISO (ASA). A telephoto lens will allow you to photograph a 
larger image; you will need one in the 300mm to 500mm 
range. A sturdy tripod is required for sharp exposures. 

Use blinds to conceal yourself from the bird and let you 

get much closer. Automobiles will work as long as you 

stay inside. 


TRIPOD 
To improve the sharpness 
of your exposures 


CAMERA TELE PHOTO LENS 


35mm single lens reflex (SLR) Look for a lens in the 300 mm to 


500mm range 


Ae a es g vil é i) J ae a SANTOR 


A temporary moveable blind in the form of a simple tent can conceal birders enough to put wary birds at ease. 
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HOW TO BEA BET TER BIRD EI 


here are many ways to improve your birding skills and increase your enjoyment 


of birdwatching. 


STUDY AT HOME 

‘Time spent at home studying your field guide will 
make a big difference. Find local checklists of birds, 
or state and regional bird books, that provide even 
more specific information about the birds in your 
area. Listen to recordings of bird songs and calls. 


HOW THIS BOOK 


we 


Patience is one of a birder’s most important skills. 


Wa 


IMPROVE YOUR FIELD SRILES 
Birds have keen color eyesight and hearing. 
‘They are frightened by sudden movements, 
loud noises, and bright clothing that does 
not “blend” with the background. 
Experienced birders move deliberately, 
stalking quietly. They converse in low tones 
and stand patiently. 


Birds are curious and attracted to sounds. 
When you make “pishing” noises (forcing 
air out through clenched teeth as if saying 
“pish, pish, pish”), or “squeaking” (making 
a high-pitched squeak by sucking air 
through closely pursed lips, a sound that can 
be amplified by “kissing” the back of your 
hand) many birds’ curiosity will be piqued 
and they will come closer. Often they 
produce alarm notes or assembly calls, 
causing even more birds to come out where 
you can see them. 


KEEP A RECORD 

Keeping good records of the birds you see will 
help you learn when seasonal species are 
present and how abundant they may be. There 
is still much science does not Know about 
birds, particularly about behavior and 
abundance in some habitats, and the amateur 
birder can make valuable contributions. 
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PRACTICE BIRDING ETHICS 
Birding is not without its responsibility to the 
welfare of the bird. The American Birding 
Association has compiled a Code of Ethics for 
its members. (Copies can be obtained by 
writing to the ABA at the address below.) 
‘Their basic message 1s that birders’ actions 
should not endanger the welfare of birds or 
other wildlife; they should not harm the 
natural environment; and birders must always 
respect the rights of others, especially their 
rights to privacy and private property rights. 


A female feeds baby BLUEBIRDS. 


BIRD PROTECTION IN 
BREEDING SEASON 


Remember that birds are 
sensitive to disturbance. 
Nothing should be done that 
will frighten them or alter the 
surroundings of their nest. 
Once frightened, they may 
abandon the nest, 
and this could 
set their 
breeding back 
a whole year. 


ay 


M 
The welfare of fledgling SCREECH-OWLS Tike these depends on RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD 
birders who practice good ethics. feeds her young 


JOIN A CLUB 
Every state and province has established bird clubs. Many local clubs are associated with 
state, provincial, or regional ornithological societies that network activities, have regular 
meetings, and publish newsletters. You can locate your nearest bird clubs on the 
internet, or though the Conservation Directory of the National Wildlife Federation, your 
state conservation or wildlife department, local library, or newspaper. 


Birding organizations exist on the national and international level as well. Some national 
organizations and their publications are: 

¢ American Birding Association, PO Box 6599, Colorado Springs, CO 80934; Birding. 

e American Ornithologists’ Union, 7/e Avk; Association of Field Ornithologists, Journal of 
Field Ornithology; Cooper Ornithological Society, Te Condor; Wilson Ornithological 
Society, Wilson Bulletin. All can be contacted c/o Ornithological Societies of North 
America, 810 E. 10th Street, Lawrence, KS 66044. 

¢ Laboratory of Ornithology at Cornell University, 159 Sapsucker Woods Road, Ithaca, 
NY 14850; Living Bird quarterly. 

¢ National Audubon Society, 700 Broadway, New York, NY 10003; Audubon. 
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CONSERVATION 


e are lucky that here in North 
America we have lost relatively 
few bird species to extinction. Laws 
to protect some species were passed 
as early as the late 1700s, but even 
then some came too late or were not 
enforced. ‘Today, all species of birds 
native to North America are protected 
by state, provincial, and federal laws and 
cannot be collected or held in captivity 
without a legal permit (introduced, non- 
native species are not so protected). 
Some species, considered game species, 
are managed and can be legally 
harvested during hunting seasons. 


The WOOD STORK ts declining due to 
habitat destruction and the disruption 
of water flow through southern Florida. 


Some populations of 
LEAST TERN are 
endangered due to human 
disturbance of nesting areas. 


by state, provincial, or federal authorities 
as “threatened” or “endangered.” 

‘The bird conservation effort across 
America 1s joined by organizations 


o£" such as the National Audubon Society, 
Still, many species of North the American Bird Conservancy, and 
American birds are in decline. Several Partners in Flight. 
species require management because The latter group is an Americas-wide 
their populations have become coalition of more than 160 organizations 
dangerously low. These species are and government agencies. Many of our 
given additional protection and listed continent’s birds have not fared well at 


the hands of man. They have 
been persecuted as pests, 
victimized by wanton shooting, 
deprived of habitat, subjected to 
poisons, forced into competition 
by introduced species, and 
preyed upon by brood parasites. 
Many of the species that nest in 
North America, particularly 
songbirds and shorebirds, are 
neotropical migrants wintering 
in other countries where they are 
exposed to similar stresses, often 
en ae ae an neem with less protection. 
BROWN PELICANS live side by side with America’s 
offshore oil industry. 
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EXTINCTION 


he North American continent north of Mexico hosts more than 700 species 

of native nesting birds. Direct persecution and indirect population stresses 
caused by loss of required habitat — both factors generated by humans — have 
resulted in a small percentage that are now either extinct or on the very brink of 
extinction. Likewise, many other species are declining and some are in serious 
trouble. ‘The first to go was the Great Auk, the only flightless species on the 
continent, after centuries of unregulated exploitation. Many of these species were 
abundant, and some, like the Passenger Pigeon, were among the most numerous 
species in North America. Often sheer numbers made them easy to kill in quantity 
and their marketing profitable. Improvements in firearms and transportation, plus 
the conversion of the vast eastern forests into farmland, hastened the decline of 
these species. 

‘loday we are more enlightened. We have enacted laws and extended efforts 
to save species. There are preservation success stories with species like Peregrine 
Falcons, Bald Eagles, Brown Pelicans, Ospreys, Whooping Cranes, and ‘[rumpeter 
Swans. But, there is still much to do as human populations continue to alter 
critical habitats. 

‘The Eskimo Curlew, Ivory-billed Woodpecker, and Bachman’s Warbler are 
considered probably extinct. ‘The four species on the pages that follow, the 
Labrador Duck, Great Auk, Passenger Pigeon, and Carolina Parakeet, are now 
classified as extinct. 


Family ScoLOPACIDAE Species Nymenius borealis | “©EY 14 inches Wingspan 93_27 inches 


ESKIMO CURLEW 


Once among the most numerous shorebirds in North America, this bird was rare by the 20th 
century due to unrestricted shooting during fall migration on the North Atlantic Coast, on the 
wintering grounds in Argentina, and in spring migration in Texas and on the Great Plains. 
Gregarious by nature, large flocks attracted market and sport hunters, who killed them by the 
wagonload and shipped them to eastern cities. Most records 
in the 20th century were in spring on the ‘Texas coast; 

the last specimen was recorded in Barbados in 
1963, and the last sight records were in 1982 
in Canada. 


blackish brown crown 
and upperparts with buff 
Spotting and feather edging 


buff 


supercitiuim 
ip slender decurved 


e SONG Soft tremulous twittering whistles hill 


in flight. Calls thin high-pitched squeaks 
and whistles. 

e BEHAVIOR Gregarious 
In migration and 
on wintering 
grounds; often 
in large flocks. 
Approachable; habit of 

returning to site after shots 

fired into flock made it 

vulnerable to hunters. Nested on 
Arctic tundra; wintered in open areas, 
prairies, and agricultural fields. 


dark brown 
eye stripe 


Similar Birds 


a WHIMBREL 
~ Larger; longer decurved 
bill; buffy central crown 


T stripe; primaries barred 
‘ 4 brown and buff; gray- 
buffy : ; 
ee brown body; paler 
underparts 
streaked and 
mottled brown 


underparts streaked and 
spotted with dark 
browns; upperparts 


edged buff-gray; gray- 
buff supercilium, 
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Family PICIDAE Species Campephilus principals 


IVORY-BILLED WOODPECKER 
‘The largest woodpecker north of Mexico 
depended on large tracts of primeval 
bottomland and swamp forests to sustain 
its feeding habits. The head and bill 
were used by Native Americans for trade 
items and early settlers valued them for 
good luck, but it was the felling of the 
large southern forests and the loss of its 
food supply that doomed this woodpecker. black 
Once it became rare, people hunted the overall 
remaining birds for museum and private 
collections. An estimated twenty-two birds 
existed in the US in 1938; the last records 
were in the 1940s. Unverified sightings are stll 
being reported from the South, and a Cuban 
subspecies was confirmed to be alive in the late 1980s. 


black 
forecrest 


lvory- 


white bill 


¢ SONG Nasal clarinet-like yan, yank, yank, often in a series 
like a large White-breasted Nuthatch. 

¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs, mated for life, or in small family groups 
just after nesting season. Fed on wood-boring insects under 
bark of dead or dying trees, some fruits and berries. Ranged 
from Ohio River Valley to east Texas, Gulf Coast, and also to 
the state of Florida. 


Length 19.5 inches 


red crest 


Wingspan 3()_32 inches 


white streak from 
eye to back of wing 


white patch on 
folded wing 


CO 


+O 


Similar Birds 


PILEATED WOODPECKER 
Smaller ¢ male has red 


crest and mustache 
mark; black mask 
extends from lores to 
nape; white supercilium 
begins behind eye; 
white chin; white line 
extends from base of 
bill to sides of breast 

e female has black 
forehead and mustache. 


FamilY PaRuLIDAE 


BACHMAN’S WARBLER 
Possibly never very numerous, this songbird 
lived in bottomland forests and swamps and 
their canebrakes along the coastal plain from 
southern Kentucky and Missouri to South 
Carolina. It was found in the Gulf coastal 
states In migration on its way to and from 
wintering grounds in Cuba and in some 
locations along the Suwannee River in 
Florida. ‘Vhe clearing of these forests for 
timber and agricultural drainage hastened 
the decline. The last certain US record 

was near Charleston, South Carolina, in 
1962; and the last individual seen was a 
wintering female in Cuba in 1981. 


gray hindcrown 
and nape e—4 


olive e—— 


upperparts 


¢ SONG Buzzy trill of 6-8 notes on a single 
pitch; similar to Worm-eating Warbler or 
Chipping Sparrow but higher pitched. 
Persistent singer on breeding grounds. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Foraged 
at middle to high level in trees. Nested in 
thickets within 3 feet of ground in briers, 
canebrakes, or bushy tangles. Gleaned 
insects from foliage and branches. 


white 
undertail 
coverts 


white tail 
pati nes 


SPECIES Vormjvora bachmanit Length 4 254.75 inches 


Wingspan 6 75_7.5 inches 


black forecrown 


——e y¢llow forehead 
and supercilium 


———e urge black bib 
on breast 


yellow underparts 


HOODED WARBLER Ov 
Similar to male but has 
yellow face; black hood 
from crown to throat: 
white outer tail feathers. 


NASHVILLE WARBLER CO 
Similar to female but 
has yellow chin, throat, 
and underparts; gray 
head, crown, and nape. 
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Family ANATIDAE SPECIES Camp torhynchus labradorius | “8M 20 inches Wings?an 3032 inches 


LABRADOR DUCK 


‘This small duck was thought to have 
nested on islands on the south coast of — pjack back, rump, tail, 
the Labrador Peninsula. It was market sides, and flanks 
hunted into the 1860s even though its | 
flesh was not relished and specimens 
often spoiled. The last recorded 
individual was shot off the coast 
of Long Island in 1875. 

e SONG Unrecorded. 

e BEHAVIOR Wary, quick to ae AS 
fly on whistling wings. Small primaries 
flocks of 7-10 in winter. 

Leathery spoonlike expansion — brown wings 
at end of upper mandible and —-@#4 large 
prominent vertical lamellae in DI LIEES 
the lower mandible were used 
to sift shellfish from mud or 
sand. Reported to have fed 
on marine invertebrates 
and seaweed. Nested on 
tundra islands; wintered at sea 
frequenting sandy bays and coastal 
estuaries along North Atlantic Coast. 


white head, neck, 
and breast 


black cap e 


black necklace 


and underparts 


MALE 


Similar Birds 


KING EIDER 

Male has white head, 
upper back, breast, and 
Q flanks; stubby orange 
bill; orange forehead; 
lavender crown and 
nape @ female has rusty 
brown body; black bill. 


black bill 
with creamy- 
pink basal 
half 


COMMON EIDER 


“Yan... Male has sloping green, 


black, and white head; 
white back and breast; 


black sides and 


brown body underparts; orange bill 
° female has tawny 
chestnut body with 


FEMALE blackish bill. 


Family Ar CIDAE 


Wingspan 2325 inches 


GREAT AUK 


‘The largest alcid was the original penguin and the only flightless species on the continent in 
historical times. Widespread in the 16th and 17th centuries, it was recorded as breeding on 
islands from Scotland and Sweden to the Gulf of St. Lawrence and the Canadian Maritimes. 
Once numerous, centuries of raids on its colonies by sailors and fisherman who took adults and 
young for food brought it to extinction. Wintering along the Atlantic Coast occasionally as far 
south as Florida, the last known pair was captured at their nest on Eldey Rock off the coast of 


Iceland on June 3, 1844. large arched black bill crossed 
e SONG Generally silent except when by numerous vertical white lines 
alarmed in breeding colonies. Croak 
or guttural gurgling. short white 
Ans tas postocular 
© BEHAVIOR Flightless. spot A 
Gregarious; in flocks or small 
groups at sea. Nested in large 
colonies on isolated rocky 


large white oval 
im front of eye 


white underparts from upper 
= breast to tip of undertail coverts 


‘Similar Birds — 


islands in North Atlantic. brownish RAZORBILL 
Widespread at sea in the Uses ee : ji) Much smaller; single 
nonbreeding peo ee aks i vertical line near tip of 

: ae aha + bill; white line from 
winter. Walked upright on hrownish black base of bill to eye; 
land standing erect. Used tail and white underparts ascend 


to point on throat; black 
upperparts, tail, and 
wings; white trailing 
edge on secondary 


short wings to move swiftly “pperparts 
underwater, steering with its 


feet, diving down to an estimated 
250 feet to feed on fish. 


feathers. 
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Family COoLUMBIDAE Species Fezapistes migratorius | ‘®"8N 16 inches 


PASSENGER PIGEON ee 


‘The most abundant bird in North America at the head and 
time of European settlement may have made up a a 
a quarter of its bird population. ‘The Passenger 

Pigeon and the eastern deciduous forest upon MALE 
which it depended were destroyed 
simultaneously. John James Audubon 
described migrating flocks that stretched for 
miles in the sky and took three days to pass 
over, and which he estimated to contain over 
a billion birds. As the forest was reduced to . . 

: sandy-gray 
farmland, the birds were hunted throughout — yaderparts 
the year. The last known wild specimen was 
shot in 1898; and the last surviving bird, 
Martha, a captive reared individual, died at 
age 29 in the Cincinnati Zoo in 1914. 


Wingspan 24_25 5 inches 


tawny breast 


blue-gray 
upperparts 


brownish 
gray breast 


sandy gray 
_ underparts 


e¢ SONG Loud grating croaking, chattering, 

or clucking notes. Not dovelike. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Highly gregarious; lived, foraged, 
wandered, and nested in large groups. Fed on tree 
seeds, fruits, berries, buds, and invertebrates. Nomadic; 
went where food was plentiful. Nested from Missouri, 
Kentucky, and Virginia northward into southern Canada 
and west to Kansas. Wintered south to Gulf Coast. 


MOURNING DOVE 
Smaller; pinkish fawn 
head and underparts; 
brownish gray 
upperparts; white- 


tipped outer tail 
feathers; black spots on 
upper inner wing; black 
spot on lower cheek. 


Family: Psi TACIDAE Species Cony ropsis carolinensis | ‘°°8M 16 inches Wingspan 24 26 inches 


CAROLINA PARAKEET 


Once abundant in the East from eastern yellow head with 
Nebraska to New York and south to the Gulf orange cheeks, 
Coast, this beautiful parakeet was hunted for es ane 
its feathers, the pet trade, for sport, and as a 

pest of orchards, cornfields, and gardens. 
Flocks had such strong bonds that when 
some of their numbers were killed the ore 1, wines 
remainder of the flock returned to their ats ae 
bodies repeatedly until all were shot. By 

the late 1870s it existed only in remote 

Florida swamps; the last known birds 

were shot in the early 1900s, and the last 

reported individual of the only endemic 

US parrot died in the Cincinnati Zoo in 

the year 1914. 


large hooked 
pinkish cream bill 


pointed tail, 
yellow below 


¢ SONG Loud quarrelsome screams given 
in flight. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Social. Gregarious, occurring in 
flocks except in breeding season when pairs nested 
in dense colonies. Mated for life. Roosted communally 

in hollow trees. Fed in bottomland forests, riverbanks, and 
cypress swamps on tree seeds, thistle, cocklebur, grass seeds, No similar native species. 
fruits, and berries. 


SPECIES PROFILES 


he following section (pp. 39-367) contains a full-page 

profile for each of the 328 bird species known to occur 
regularly in the Mid-Atlantic states and adjacent islands and 
seas within 200 miles of the coast. ‘Vhe profiled species 
represent 58 families in 19 orders. They are arranged in 
taxonomic order, according to the American Ornithologists’ 
Union Check-list of North American Birds (7th Edition, 1998, 
and its 42nd Supplement, 2000). Additional species that occur 
less regularly within this region may be found in a separate 
section at the back of this book, beginning on page 368. 
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Family GaVHDAE Species Guia stellata 


RED-THROATED LOON 


‘This is the smallest loon and the only one 
without profuse white spotting on its 
upperparts in the breeding plumage. When 
the bird is on the water, its slender bill 
appears upturned and is often held pointed 
upward by the swimming bird. In juvenile 
and winter plumage both sexes have a 
gray crown and hindneck, dark gray 

back with many small white spots, 

pale upturned bill, and a white face, 

sides, foreneck, and underparts. 


gray head 


and neck x 


dark slender 
upturned bill 


medium gray 
back with small, 
Indistincl spots 


thin black stripes 


on hindneck 


Tull eaioaeeins 


on foreneck 


e SONG Usually silent. On breeding ground, 
prolonged wails and gooselike swuk-kwuk-kwuk. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Flies with neck drooping. Only 
loon to leap directly into flight from water or land. 
Feeds primarily on fish, which it catches in dives 
down to 90 feet. Solitary except on wintering 
grounds and in migration, when hundreds may 
congregate in bays along the coast. 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


¢ BREEDING Usually a solitary nester. Sometimes forms loose 
colonies. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 24—29 days by both sexes. Precocial 
young leave nest and take to water about | day after hatching, 
then fly at about 49-60 days. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common on breeding 
grounds; fairly common on coast in winter; casual to very 


uncommon inland in winter. 
Flight Pattern 


Populations stable. 

¢ CONSERVATION Vulnerable 
to loss of habitat due to 
development in high Arctic and 
to pollution, particularly oil 
spills, in wintering areas. Many 
drown in gill nets. 


Direct flight with swift rapid wing beats. 


Length 24 27 inches | Wingspan 42-45 inches 


Ea 
~P : 


ARCTIC LOON 

PACIFIC LOON 
Breeding adults have 
dark throat; dark flanks; 
large white spots on 
back © in winter 
plumage, lack white 
spots on back; bill not 
upturned; dark gray of 
crown and hind neck 
contrast sharply with 
white face and 
foreneck. ¢ Arctic Loon 
in the West only. 


Nest Identification 


Moist depression or heap of damp vegetation mixed with mud ¢ male sometimes 


constructs copulation platform away from nest ¢ 1-3 olive-green to dark brown 


Shape 2g Location s_ x¥ eggs, sometimes with blackish brown spots. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat yn eee 


Migration Migratory 


DATE 


TIME LOCATION 


Weight 3.4 pounds 
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Family GaVIHDAE SpecleS Guava immer Length 28 36 inches | Wingspan 50_58 inches 


(COMMON LOON 


Frequenting quiet lakes and usually sleeping on the water, 
this large bird rarely comes on land except to nest. It must 


glossy black head 


run at least 20 yards across water to gain enough with greenish 
momentum to fly. Loons require such pristine conditions sheen 

to nest that their presence as a nesting bird is a good 

indicator of the wilderness condition of a lake and the red-brown 


= 4 aa ; Ee VES 
frequency of human activity on it. Winter adults 


have gray or brown upperparts; an irregular or 

broken pattern on the head to the base of 

the eye and the sides of the neck; white 

underparts, chin, and foreneck; a checkered black- 
blue-gray bill; and a white eye ring. TENET 


Stout, straight 


black bill 


glossy black throat 


broken white 
neck collar 


@ white breast 


and belly 


¢ SONG Usually silent away from breeding areas. Different calls 
on breeding grounds: tremolo or “loon’s laughter”; yodel, sounding 
like yodel-ha-oo-o0;, wail; and talking fwuk. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Rides low on water. Dives to 200 feet to catch fish. 
Eats freshwater and saltwater fish, crustaceans, amphipods, snails, 
leeches, frogs, salamanders, and aquatic insects. Eats larger prey 
on surface and smaller prey underwater. Can stay underwater up 
to 60 seconds. Loons migrate alone or in small groups. 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


: See sie YELLOW-BILLED LOON 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester on islands, always Pale velion Walle ail 


within a few feet of water. May use same nest year after year. Pitti \umages, with dusky 
e NESTING Incubation 26-31 days by both sexes, mostly by Be | gk 
: ) ! ajperanal eultnenits 
female. Precocial young leave nest soon after hatching; fed and ws less cued enn winter 
raised by both sexes. First flight at 70-80 days. 1 brood per year. has paler head and 

: neck and brown patch 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common. Decrease in some breeding 
areas in southern parts of range. 


© CONSERVATION Prone to environmental loss due to human 
disturbance and reduced food 
supply resulting from acid 
rain. Some abandon nests due 
to human activity. Some 


breeding grounds protected 
Rapid direct flight with strong wing beats. by volunteers 


Over Car. 


Head, neck, and legs extended and 
drooping slightly below midline of body 
give hunchbacked appearance. 


Nest Identification Bed of stems, grasses, and twigs ® floating in bog; or on ground, hidden in 
crevices or muskrat houses @ built by both sexes ¢ 1-3 olive-green to dark 
brown eggs usually scattered with dark brown spots; subelliptical to oval, 


Shape -ee Location c-_- 2 


3.5 x 2.2 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat eae tee Migration Migratory Weight 9 1 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Pydifymbus podiceps |\*©8th 12-15 inches | WiN8SP2M 22.5 inches 


PIED-BILLED GREBE 


‘The most widespread and best-known grebe in North 
America sometimes hides from intruders by sinking large 
until only its head shows above water or by diving pe * 
like other members of the group. This stocky grebe 
has a large head and short thick bill that gives it a 
chickenlike profile, easily distinguishing it from 
other grebes, even at a distance. The bill is 
light-colored and has a black ring around it 

during the breeding season but lacks the 

ring in winter. 


Family PopIiCIPEDIDAE 


dark eye 


brownish 
gray body 


dark ring e 
on short 


thick bill 


short neck 


¢ SONG Loud, cuckoolike call, WINT oe 
Jette Goon Ste Oe % , PLUMAGE 
cuck, cuck, CUCk, COW-COW-CO®, COW-Ah-COW-ah. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Forages by diving from the surface and 
swimming underwater, propelled by its feet. Feeds some on 
vegetation, but about half of the diet is made up of aquatic Least GREBE 
insects with the remainder split almost equally between small Senaler wb golgen 


* ‘ (not dark) eye; slender, 
fish and crustaceans. 


dark bill; much more 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. restricted North 
American range. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 23-27 days by both sexes, but female 

does more. Young move from nest to adult’s back less than an hour 
after hatching. Nest use stops 

in 24-42 days. First flight at 
35-37 days. Young fed by both 

sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Very 

common in range. 

® CONSERVATION May be 

declining due to habitat loss. 


Direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification : ae 
Platform of decaying vegetation * inconspicuously anchored to vegetation in 
open water among reeds or rushes ® built by both sexes * 2-10 pale bluish white 


Shape $g Location \ | or nest-stained eggs; elliptical to subelliptical, 1.7 inches long. 


Habitat sees ie Migration Some migrate | W&'€" 15.6 ounces 


DATE TIME , LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes similar 
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Fenet' 12-15 inches | ¥"/29P2) 24 inches 


Family PopICIPEDIDAE 


HORNED GREBE 


‘The “horns” for which this bird is named are actually 
tufts of golden feathers above and behind the eyes, 
which are present only during the bird’s 

breeding season. In summer the reddish neck 

of the Horned Grebe distinguishes it from 

the Eared Grebe, which shares much of the 

breeding range. The Horned Grebe’s life 

is tied to water, breeding in freshwater golden ¢———~s— 
habitats and often spending the winter OES 
both in freshwater and in saltwater. 


SPECIES Pocficeps auritus 


black 
head 


¢ SONG This grebe gives an abrasive 
keark, keark or yark, yark. \t also makes a 
repeated prattling sound followed by 


: dark 
shrill screams. 


straight 


bill 


reddish neck 


short tail 


Similar Birds 


EARED GREBE 
More triangular 
head; has black neck 


¢ BEHAVIOR The Horned Grebe eats 
as its primary diet mostly fish and some 
crustaceans as well as aquatic insects. 
‘Tamer than other grebes, it often allows 
a close approach by humans. Its nests 
are often built so that they are concealed 
poorly or not at all. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Most often a solitary nester; 
sometimes in loose colonies of 4-6 pairs. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 22-25 days by both sexes. Precocial 


young fed by both sexes. First 
Flight Pattern 


in summer @ dusky 
neck and black 
cheeks in winter. 


WESTERN GREBE 
CLARK’S GREBE 

Black above and 
white below; much 
larger; much longer 


necks and bills. 


flight at 45-60 days. 1 brood 
per year, sometimes 2. 

¢ POPULATION Common. 

@ CONSERVATION Declining 
apparently due to oil spills and 
habitat loss. 


Direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification be our a peen 
Floating heap of wet plant material, including underwater plants, rotting 


vegetation, rubbish, and mud ® often anchored to vegetation ¢ 3—7 whitish to 


Shape $@ Location nn very pale green eggs, usually nest-stained; 1.7 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar aN Migration Migratory Weight 4 pound 


DATE TIME LOCATION = 
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Wingspan 3(_32 inches 


Family POpICIPEDIDAE 


Species Podficeps grisegena | ©M8 17_21 inches 


RED-NECKED GREBE 

Slightly smaller than the Western and Clark’s Grebes, 
this bird’s neck is much thicker in appearance. In flight 
it is the only grebe that shows white leading and 
trailing edges on the inner wing. Although it requires 
large bodies of freshwater for breeding, most of the 
population spends the winter months on saltwater. 


blackish cap 


long, thick 
yellow bill with 


e SONG On breeding ground, utters drawling ! 
@ dark tip 


cries and crick-crick,; during courtship both 

sexes make loonlike calls of ah-000, ah-000, 

ah-000, ah-ah-ah-ah-an. Dees 
e BEHAVIOR Feeds primarily on 
small fish and crustaceans that 

it gathers in dives to 

25-30 feet. 


—e reddish foreneck 
and breast 


blackish 
upperparts 


dark gray sides 


One of the shyest grebes around the nest, it often slips JUVENILE ee 
away in the presence of intruders. riivasats 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Usually a solitary nester but 


sometimes breeds in small colonies. WiEerEeN GRene 


¢ NESTING Incubation 20-23 days by both sexes. Young fed CLARK'S GREBE 
by both sexes. First flight at 49-70 days. 1 brood per year. Sinitatm Size; lone 

; eS : te ; a necks always white 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common in suitable habitat in breeding below; pale to whitish 
range and along both North Atlantic and North Pacific coasts in sides; red eyes, not 

Peck ai , Raabe lark as in Red- 
winter. Casual to rare inland from US states bordering Canada te i ‘s 

S tee ; 5 ecked Grebe. 

south to the Gulf Coast in winter. 


¢ CONSERVATION Declining overall due to pesticides, oil spills 
in marine environments, and 
habitat loss. Recent declines 
due to egg inviability, shell 
thinning from pesticides and 
PCBs, and increased egg 


predation by raccoons. 


Flight Pattern 


Direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Plant material, fresh and decaying reeds ¢ floating or anchored in shallow water 
¢ built by both sexes ¢ 2-6 bluish white or very pale buff eggs that become 


Shape pg Location | nest-stained brown, 2.1 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat se Nan Migration Migratory Weight 2.3 pounds 


DATE TIME : LOCATION 
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| Length 19 inches Wingspan 42 inches 


Family PROCELLARUDAE Species Fy /marus glacialis 


NORTHERN FULMAR 


When threatened by an enemy or handled by a person, 
the Northern Fulmar discharges a foul-smelling oil from 
its stomach by spitting. This audacious bird follows 
fishing boats, often closely, to take advantage of refuse. 
The light morph is superficially gull-like in 
appearance, but its stiff-winged flight is 

like a shearwater’s. It is mostly gray 

above with a white chest and belly; the 

dark color morph ts gray overall. 

Fulmars are rarely seen from shore 

away from the breeding colonies, 

except during storms. short, rounded 
¢ SONG When feeding, makes gray tail 
chucking and grunting noises. 
During breeding season makes 
variety of guttural calls. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. 
Ilighly pelagic; may not com¢ 
ashore until 3-4 years old. 

Grabs food with beak from just 
below surface and eats on the 
water. Sometimes makes shallow 
dives, using wings and feet for 
propulsion. Eats variety of fish, 
crustaceans, squid, marine worms, and 
carrion. Feeds alone, in pairs, or in 
flocks. Drinks seawater by sucking it up 
dove-fashion. In flight carries wings 
stiffly and wheels up in arcs over waves 
by taking advantage of winds. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 52-53 days 
by both sexes. Semualtricial young 
fed by both sexes. First flight at 
46-51 days. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common; 
abundant in some places. In winter found at sea off both coasts. 


¢ CONSERVATION Population 
Bh Flight Pattern 


pale wing patch 
at base of gray 
primaries 


rounded, 
proportionally 
large white head 


large raised 
nasal tubes 


short heavy 

yellow bill 

with hooked 
tip 


thick 
“bull” neck 


DARK 
MorPH 


Similar Birds 


Light morph generally similar to 
gulls, which have a more slender 
neck; thinner bill without nasal 
tubes; deep, steady flapping wing 
beats (not stiff-winged) 

¢ also generally similar to other 
shearwaters, which have more 
pointed wings; darker, thinner bill; 
most do not follow ships. 


growth possibly supported by 
fishery wastes in North Sea. 
Humans, introduced predators, 
and avian predators take a toll, 
but humans are major predator 
for meat, eggs, and feathers. 


Flap and glide flight on bowed wings with 
bursts of stiff wing beats alternating with 
periods of effortless banking and gliding. 


_ Nest Identification 


Slight depression on ground ® sometimes layered with pebbles ¢ may be built by 
both sexes @ 1 white or off-white egg, often nest-stained and occasionally 


Shape QB -ee- Location Be ‘a marked with reddish brown; subelliptical, 2.9 inches long. 


Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PROCELLARHDAE Species Pyrydroma hasitata | *©°8) 16 inches Wingspan 35_40 inches 


BLACK-CAPPED PETREL 


This poorly known “gadfly” petrel, which is found well offshore 
in the Gulf Stream, holds its broad wings bent at the wrist in 
flight. Its dark tail is long and wedge-shaped, contrasting with the 
rump, uppertail coverts, and tail base, all of which are white on 
most birds, although a few atypical individuals have a dark rump. 
Above its white forehead and hooked dark bill, the black cap 

is separated from the brownish gray upperparts by a broad 


white collar 


black cap 


white 
forehead 


long wedge- 


shaped dark tail 


pinkish legs 


hooked dark 
bill white underparts 


white collar, although this field mark 1s lacking in some birds. It 
is possible to mistake very dark-plumaged individuals for the 
very rare Bermuda Petrel well off the Atlantic Coast. The Black- ae RMUDA PETREL 
capped Petrel is fairly common off the western edge of the Gulf Much rarer, lacks wits 
Stream off North Carolina, and as many as 100 birds have been 


| Similar Birds Birds 


mt, COlor; shorter bill: 
narrower white rump 


recorded on some days. patch. 
¢ SONG Noisy at night on breeding grounds. Generally remains Ss VER SHEARWATER 
silent at sea. uarger; hooked black 


ai black cap extends 


¢ BEHAVIOR Noted for its high, erratic, roller coaster—like beloweveswhite collar 
arcing flight at sea, especially in steady winds. Springs lightly underparts, and U- 
from the water into flight. Shaped\band-en 
= j : q : : uppertail coverts; dusky 
¢ BREEDING Little is known about breeding habits. Nests on smuge on belly; black 
mountains and cliffs on a few islands in the Caribbean. tail; flight pattern 
differs. 


© NESTING Incubation 51-54 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 
young remain in nest 90-100 days, and are fed by both sexes. 
¢ POPULATION Declining due 

to disturbance by humans as 

" ee — well as predation by mongooses 

: en and rats. 

¢ CONSERVATION Little 
protection has been established 
over much of its breeding range. 


Often swoops upward in great ares 
above horizon. 


Nest Identification 


Shape oe > Location a 


No lining in either excavated or preformed burrow on sea cliffs © 1 white egg. 


Weight 9.8 ounces 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat aaa 


Migration Mieratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PROCELLARIIDAE Species Cy /gnectris diomedea Length 18 21 inches | Wingspan 44 inches 


CorRY’S SHEARWATER 


‘The largest shearwater found along the Atlantic Coast skims the 
surface of the ocean with slow wing beats and a buoyant flight 
similar to that of the albatross. When this bird is seen flying 

straight ahead, its wings show a distinctive downward bow from 
wrist to wing tip. The large pale bill as well as the way the 

brown upperparts blend gradually with the white 

underparts without producing a capped 

appearance is distinctive. Cory’s is the brownish gray 
only Atlantic shearwater that upperparts narrow pale tips 
occasionally soars. of uppertail 
coverts contrast 
with dark tail 


large pinkish 
yellow bill 
with dusky tip 


white 


e SONG Generally Z 
underparts 


silent except on 
breeding grounds. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 
Gregarious, often 
forming flocks that 
number in the 
hundreds or 
thousands. 
Frequently follows 
predatory fish to 
feed on the bait fish 
they drive to the 
water’s surface. 
Feeds at night on 
crustaceans and large 
squid it takes from 
the surface. Has a keen sense of smell. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 
® NESTING Incubation 52-55 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 


young stay in nest about 
Flight Pattern 


dusky trailing edge 
on underwing 


Similar Birds 


GREATER SHEARWATER 
Dark bill; distinct dark 
cap with white collar 

across nape; clear white 


dusky 


primaries 


rump band; smudge of 
dusky color on belly; 
clear contrast between 
dark upperparts and 


white underparts. 


90 days, although parents 
abandon young while still in 
nest. Young are fed by both 
sexes at night. 

¢ POPULATION Numerous, 
but showing some decline. 


Soars if wind is up, looping and circling on 
fixed wings. Or, deep wing beats with 
wings bowed downward in long low glide. 


Nest Identification PPL fee Tigh ates, Eo ‘ Pirie th 
Both sexes work together to either dig a new burrow or clean out a previously 


used burrow @ sometimes under a rock ® no material added © 1 white egg; blunt 


Shape oe > Od Location ® a oval or subelliptical, 2.8 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar Migration Migratory Weight 12 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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SpecleS Pyffinus gravis 


GREATER SHEARWATER 
‘This large powerful shearwater is 

fairly common off the Atlantic 

Coast of the US in spring migration 

where it remains well out to sea on its 

way to its south Atlantic breeding grounds. 
Party fishing boats and sports fishermen 
know this strong heavy-bodied bird well, 
for it often comes to their boats and may 
try to take the bait off their hooks as the 
lines are lowered to the bottom or 
retrieved close to the surface. ‘The 

bird sometimes takes 

fish that are tossed U-shaped white 
band on 
uppertail 


COVEITS 


Family PROCELLARIIDAE 


Length 18.20 inches | Wingspan 39 5_48 inches 


dark cap extends 


Pp below eye 
9 hooked 


/ dark bill 


back overboard. 
Although it appears 
gull-like at a distance, 
the bird 1s easily 
distinguished by tts 

stiff straight wings. A 
dark brownish black cap 
extends beneath the eyes 
and is often separated from the 

brownish gray back by a white nape collar. 
A dusky smudge on its belly and pinkish 
legs and feet are visible from below when 
the bird ts in flight. 


| black tail 


awhite collar 


white underparts 


Similar Birds 


¢ SONG Noisy with catlike squalls when 
ageressively feeding around fishing trawlers. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Attracted to boats and tame 
on water near them. Attends fishing boats 
where it competes for food in a hostile 
manner. Dives to 20-30 feet in 

pursuit of fish. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation by both sexes. First flight at 84 days. 
Semialtricial young fed by both sexes at night. 


BLACK-CAPPED PETREI 
Smaller; different flight 


pattern; different under 
Wing pattern; white 
forehead; larger white 
rump patch. 


Cory’s SHEARWATER 
Pale bill; lacks 


distinctive cap, white 
nape collar, white U- 
shaped rump patch, and 
smudge on belly. 


¢ POPULATION ‘Total well over 5 million and seems to be 
increasing. From the Gulf of 

Flight Pattern Maine northward it is common 

in the summer. 

¢ CONSERVATION Many are 

killed by severe storms in 

In strong winds soars in high ares, often North Atlantic; Coa 

banking to change direction. Or, deep sometimes found on beaches. 


wing beats with a long glide near water. 


Nest Identification 


Shape oe Location a wy 


Lined with grass ¢ sharply angled ¢ about 3 feet long * sometimes in crevice 


among rocks ¢ | white egg. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat aan ae 


Migration Migratory Weight 1.9 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PROCELLARIDAE Species Pyffinus griseus Length 1820 inches | Wingspan 37_43 inches 


SOOTY SHEARWATER 


A common summer 
visitor off both the 
Atlantic and Pacific 
Coasts, this stocky short- 
necked sooty brown bird 
is probably the best- 
known shearwater in 
North American waters. 

t normally feeds well 
offshore, but during 
strong onshore winds 
hundreds of birds may 
be seen by observers 
from the shoreline. 
Look for the long 
slender dark wings 
with silvery gray 
underwing coverts. 
Some birds may have 
a white underwing 
lining. Legs and feet 
are blackish. 


e SONG The Sooty 

Shearwater is silent except for 
noisy squeals when squabbling 
for food. Also makes inhaled and 
exhaled k00-wah-ko0-wah-koo0-wah 
when on breeding grounds. 

¢ BEHAVIOR This bird often gathers in large flocks. Does not 
follow ships like some other seabirds, but is attracted to fishing 
trawlers. Flies with long glides on long narrow slightly swept- 
back wings. Sometimes makes short dives for fish, squid, and 
crustaceans. May plunge to dive on open wings from several 
feet above water. 

¢ BREEDING Colonial. The Sooty Shearwater nests on various 
isolated islands in the southern oceans. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 52-56 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 
young remain in nest for about 
97 days. Adults usually leave at 
night. Young fed by both sexes 
at night. 

¢ POPULATION The Sooty 
Shearwater is an abundant bird, 
with a total population of more 
than 10 million. 


silvery gray 
underwing 
coverts 


dark sooty brown 
plumage, darkest on 
tail and primaries 


Flight Pattern 


Strong direct flapping alternating with 
long glides. 


long slender 
dark wings 


Similar Birds 


Nest Identification 


Shape og, Location Mh 


egg; elliptical, 1.9 x 3 inches. 


long 
dark bill 


SHORT-TAILED 
SHEARWATER 

Shorter bill; less 
contrasting grayer 
underwing linings often 
restricted to a panel on 
the median secondary 
coverts and extending 
slightly onto the inner 
median primary coverts; 
underwings may be 
dark overall, lacking 
pale panels @ only in 
the West. 


Made of leaves and grass ¢ up to 10 feet long @ built by both sexes ¢ 1 white 


Plumage Sexes similar Migration Migratory Weight 1.8 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


50 ¢ BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC 


Family PROCELLARUDAE Species Pyffinus puffinus | “®°8N 12-15 inches | W'"8SP8N 33.35 inches 


MANX SHEARWATER 


From a distance in flight, this medium-sized shearwater 
appears simply black above and white below. ‘The white 

undertail coverts extend almost to the tip of the short black cap 
tail, and the underwing linings are white. Some rare extends 

3 : ; below eye 
East Atlantic races are not as white : 
below. In all plumages note how 
the dark cap extends onto the 
face and auriculars below 


blackish 
upperparts 
black hooked 
bill 


Fa \ 
white of chin 


and throat extends 
to side of head 
behind ear coverts 


white undertail ta 


COvETTS 


white underparts 


pinkish gray feet 


the eye, bordered 
; and legs 


below and behind by a whitish 
crescent that extends from chin and 
throat to the side of the head behind the auriculars, or ear 
coverts. Manx Shearwaters seem to be increasing in numbers, 
with more birds being recorded on pelagic birding trips off the 
North Carolina coast. 


Similar Birds 


AUDUBON’S 
‘i 4 SHEARWATER 

Similar but smaller; 
dark undertail coverts; 


different flight pattern 
with more rapid, 


¢ SONG Generally silent at sea. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. This shearwater is excellent on the 
wing with stiff rapid wing strokes followed by shearing glides 
low over the water. Banks from side to side, showing black 
upperparts first, then the snow-white underparts. Good 
swimmer; sometimes goes underwater for fish and squid. Adults 
may forage more than 600 miles from nesting burrow, returning 
to it at night. Does not follow ships, but is attracted to smaller 
fishing boats and trawlers. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 


e NESTING Incubation 
Flight Pattern 


fluttering wing beats. 


BLACK-VENTED 
SHEARWATER 
In the West only ¢ dark 


mottling on sides of 


face, neck, and breast; 


dusky to dark undertail 


coverts. 


47-63 days by both sexes. 
Semialtricial young fed by both 
sexes. Parents abandon young at 
60 days. Young leave nest 

8--9 days later. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Apparently 
increasing off the East Coast. 


Long glides interrupted by several rapid 
wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Lined with grass and leaves ¢ on ground ¢ on isolated islands e-built by both 


Shape oe oy Location ix sexes ® 1 white egg; broad or blunt ovate or subelliptical, 2.35 x 1.6 inches. 
ef — 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat aaa Migration Migratory Weight 1.0 pound 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC e 51 


Family PROCELLARIIDAE Species Pyffinus lherminieri | “©°8h 12 inches Wingspan 27 inches 


AUDUBON’S SHEARWATER 


‘The smallest shearwater regularly seen off the Atlantic beats its wings 
more rapidly than any other Atlantic shearwater. This stocky bird 

with broad wings has dark brown upperparts, matching its tail, 

which is long for a shearwater. Pinkish legs and feet, dark 

undertail coverts, and dark tail are visible from below. 


¢ SONG Generally this shearwater is silent. However, it has 
been heard to emit a variety of sounds including squeals, 
grunts, and cooing produced on its breeding grounds and 
during confrontations with other birds. 


dark upperparts 


dark tail 
and undertail 
COVETTS 


hooked 
dark bill 


white underparts 


Similar Birds 


LITTLE SHEARWATER 
More white in face and 


¢ BEHAVIOR Away from its breeding areas, Audubon’s 
Shearwater is often seen in flocks that may number up to 
hundreds of birds. As a rule, this shearwater does not usually 
follow ships. It tends to spend most of its time on the water, 
where it may dive for its primary diet of marine organisms and 
animals, especially fish and squid. 

¢ BREEDING This shearwater nests in colonies on small 
isolated islands, usually in rock crevices or under clumps of 
dense vegetation. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 51 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 
young stay in nest 71-73 days. Fed by both sexes at night. 

1 brood per year. 


Flight Pattern 


under wings; white 
undertail coverts; 
grayish legs and feet; 
different flutter-and- 
glide flight. 


MANX SHEARWATER 


Larger; different flight 
= pattern with more 
soaring and less 
flapping. 


e POPULATION Declining. 

@ CONSERVATION Protected 
in only part of its breeding 
range. Caribbean populations 
disturbed by humans; adults 
and young taken from nest 
burrows for food. 


Flap and glide flight with rapid 
wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Shape Ral Location | 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat aaa Migration Migratory Weight 5.9 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


No lining @ on ground or in rock crevice @ built by both sexes @ 1 white egg, 
2 inches long. 


52 e BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC 


Species Qreanites oceanicus | “°°8 67.5 inches | “'"8SP8 16-17 inches 


WILSON’S STORM-PETREL 


‘This is the storm-petrel that is most commonly seen al 

off the Atlantic Coast, and it may be one of the SS 
most abundant birds in the world. It is the 

smallest storm-petrel seen off the Atlantic 

Coast. Few pelagic birds are easily 
identified from a rocking boat at sea, 
but this species can be identified by 
its short squared tail and feet 
extending beyond the tip of the 


Family HypROBATIDAE 


dark sooty 
brown plumage 


- dark bill 


paler bar on 
upper surface of 


INNET DINZS 


yellowish 
green webbing 
between toes 


squared to slightly 


broad U-shaped white 
rounded tail 


band on rump extends 
to undertail coverts dark legs 


tail, its rather short 

rounded wings, and its large U-shaped white 

rump patch. These birds often come very close to boats, 
crisscrossing the wake of the boat and providing excellent views 
and easier confirmation of their identity. 


Similar Birds 


LEACH’S 
STORM-PETREL 
Larger; longer forked 
tail without feet 
protruding beyond tip; 


e SONG Usually silent at sea, but makes noisy chattering ee 
mothlike tight pattern, 


sounds around nesting colonies. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Generally flies close to water surface with 
purposeful shallow wing beats similar to those of a swallow or 
small tern. Frequently patters feet on water while holding wings 
above the body as it feeds on small marine organisms, often 
“dancing” on the surface and almost hovering in one place as 
the winds lift it kitelike a few inches off the surface of the 
water. Frequently follows ships and chum lines (slicks of fish 
oils); attends fishing boats and whales as it forages. 


© BREEDING Colonial. 
Flight Pattern Colonia 


e NESTING Incubation 40-50 
days by both sexes. Semialtricial 
young fed by both sexes. Young 
leave nest at 46-97 days. 

e POPULATION Large and 
apparently stable. 


BAND-RUMPED 
STORM-PETREL 

Larger; longer tail; 

flight pattern is with 
shallow wing beats 
followed by stiff-winged 
glides similar to those of 
a shearwater. 


Direct flight with steady shallow 
wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


No built nest ¢ hides egg in hole or crevice ® 1 white egg, usually with reddish 


Shape = Location brown spots on larger end. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat pax se Migration Migratory Weight 1.1 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


DATE 


BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC « 53 


Family HypROBATIDAE Species Qyegnodroma leucorhoa | “©°8th 89 inches Wingspan 4819 inches 
Me eA 


LEACH’S STORM-PETREL 


‘This slender long-winged storm-petrel 
can be seen off both coasts of North 
America. Some of the birds found off 
the Pacific Coast have dark rumps, 
rather than the more common and 
conspicuous white rump broken 
in the middle by a gray-brown 
stripe. Besides the rump, this 
bird’s plumage is entirely 

dark brown. The tail is long 
and forked, but the fork is 


not always easily seen. It 
has short legs and feet 
that do not reach or 
protrude beyond the 

tip of its tail. 

@ SONG Short sharp 
ticking notes ending 

in a slurred trill. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Strictly 
nocturnal on breeding 
grounds. Does not follow 
ships. Feeds on surface 
of water on small squid, 
crustaceans, and fish. 
Often feeds with wings 
held above horizontal 
while it patters on water 
surface. Its characteristic 
flight is slow, erratic, and 


mothlike, or similar to that 


of a nighthawk. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous 


and colonial. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 38-46 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 
young remain in nest 63-70 days. Fed at night through 
regurgitation by both sexes. First flight at 63-70 days. 1 brood 


Flight Pattern 


Bounding and erratic; mothlike with 
frequent changes of direction and speed. 


long narrow 
pointed wings 


ATLANTIC 


lighter grayish inner 
wing bar on upperwing 


dark brown 
plumage 


PACIFIC 


white rump 
patch broken 
by a gray- 

brown stripe 


WILSON’S 
STORM-PETREL 
Shorter, rounded wings; 
feet extend beyond 
squared, not forked, 
tail; has swallowlike 
flight pattern. 


ASHY STORM-PETREL 
BLACK STORM-PETREL 
Both lack the erratic 
flight pattern * both 
range off Pacific Coast. 


BAND-RUMPED STORM- 
PETREL 

Larger; shorter wider 
wings; conspicuous 
large white rump patch; 
stiff-winged glides and 
zigzag flight like a small 
shearwater @ ranges off 
Atlantic Coast. 


per year. 
¢ POPULATION Slight decline, 
although total population ts in 
the millions. 

¢ CONSERVATION Some 
declines are showing on islands 
where humans have introduced 
predator species. 


Nest Identification Lined with leaves and grass ® under grass, rocks, or tree roots, or on bank @ may 


Shape oe 


Location | xe 


be built by both sexes, although some literature states only the male digs burrow 


¢ 1 creamy white egg, often nest-stained and occasionally marked with reddish 
purple; subelliptical to oval, 1.3 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat aan ~ex Migration Migratory Weight 12 ounces 


TIME 


LOCATION 
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Family HyDROBATIDAE SPecles Oreanodroma castro 


BAND-RUMPED STORM-PETREL 


‘This tropical bird spends its time alone or in small 
groups at sea. It is seen in summer off the Atlantic 
Coast of North America. It seldom walks on the 
water. Often in the company of other storm- 
petrels, it can be separated from them by 

its flight pattern, which resembles 

that of a tiny shearwater. In 
flight the white rump patch 1s 
clear, and the black legs and 
feet do not project beyond 
the blackish tail, which 
in fresh adults has a 
slight notch. 


bold white band 
on rump and 
uppertail coverts 


Juveniles resemble 
adults but paler 
greater coverts create 
a more distinct bar 
on the upperwing. 


short stubby e 
black bill 


e SONG High-pitched squeak around nest. Silent at sea. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary, in pairs or small groups away from nests 
in nonbreeding season. Feeds at sea but does not follow ships. 
Eats crustaceans, small fishes, and other marine animals. 
Nocturnal around nesting burrow. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Mates for life. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 40-48 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 
young remain in nest 53-95 days, fed by both sexes through 
regurgitation. | brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Rare off North Atlantic; casual to uncommon in 
Gulf of Mexico; fairly common 
on mid-Atlantic Coast off North 
Carolina and Virginia. Storm- 
driven birds accidental inland. 
® CONSERVATION Vulnerable 
to introduced predators in 
nesting areas and to pollution 
from oil spills. 


Flight Pattern 


ArNANAN | Bet ws byt 


Buoyant zigzag with several rapid wing 
strokes followed by glide on horizontal or 
slightly downward-bowed wings. 


Length 7 5_8 5 inches 


Wingspan {6 5-18 inches 


faint pale gray-brown 
upperwing bar 


SOOLY blackish 
brown overall 


Similar Birds 


WILSON’S 
STORM-PETREL 

Smaller in size; larger 
U-shaped white rump 
patch; longer black bill; 
yellow-webbed black 
feet project beyond 
squared tail; prominent 
diagonal secondary wing 
bar; more erratic and 
flutcery flight. 


LEACH’S 
STORM-PETREL 
Smaller; more distinct 
diagonal upperwing bar; 
longer more pointed 
wings; more deeply 
forked tail; ragged- 
edged white rump 
patch with central 
dividing line; bounding 
nighthawklike flight. 


Nest Identification 


Shape oe > Location RB, | 


subelliptical, 1.3 inches long. 
db 


> 2 


No nest materials ¢ burrows or crevices of rocky areas, 2-3 feet deep * dug by 
both sexes or cleaned out from previous year ¢ 1 white egg; elliptical to 


Plumage Sexes similar | Mabitat aaa ee AS Migration Migratory 


DATE 


TIME LOCATION 


Weight 1.5 ounces 


BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC e 55 


Species Phaethon lepturus | L&N8N 2832 inches | Wingspan 35_ 38 inches 


WHITE-TAILED TROPICBIRD 


‘This bird nests in Bermuda, the Bahamas, and throughout the 
Caribbean. It is the smallest of the tropicbirds, and the one 
most likely to be spotted off North America’s Atlantic 
Coast. It also is the only tropicbird with a long 

black bar on the upperwing coverts. The 

white tail streamers can be up to 

sixteen inches long. Legs and 

feet are yellowish; toes have 

black webbing. 

e SONG In flight, a 
piercing scream seek 


JUVENILE 


white overall 
black loreal mask 
extends through 
and past eye 


orange to 


& yellowish bill 


long white streamers 
on tail “ 
black bar on outer 
primaries and 
upperwing coverts 


or keck, often 
rapidly repeated. 


Call is a guttural squawk. RED-BILLED 
2 vale 2 2 : yy ‘TROPICBIRD 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in noisy pairs or small groups. Ranges ‘: tae Ae 
: s : Larger; mostly white 
widely over oceans in nonbreeding season. Spots food from ciownh: narrower black 
50-100 feet above water, hovers, then makes direct dive. Eats bars on upperparts; 


black eye stripe; black 


small fish, crabs, and squid. Floats high in water with tail rae ; 
primaries and primary 


cocked upward. Attracted to ships, it may hover before landing covers red bill 


in rigging. Comes farther inland than other tropicbirds. ¢ juvenile has black eye 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Semicolonial. Sipe, usitallyy miccrine 
: i around nape; fine 

¢ NESTING Incubation 40-42 days by both sexes, sometimes barring on upperparts; 

shorter period. Young altricial; first flight at 70-85 days; fed by large black primary 


patch; yellow bill; lacks 


both sexes. 1 brood per year. eee 
ong streamers. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon but regular in the Gulf Stream off 
North Carolina; rare and inconsistent on Dry ‘Tortugas. Rare 
elsewhere on the Atlantic Coast 


Flight Pattern to the Maritimes; one record in 
California. 


Ayt > Ayt- ¢ BIRDHOUSES Will nest in 
artificial in-ground chambers. 

Buoyant graceful pigeonlike flight with © CONSERVATION Vulnerable 

fluttering wing strokes alternated with j 

soaring glides; hovers briefly over prey or to introduced predators at 

perch before dipping down to it. nesting sites. 


Nest Identification oe at eerie ' 
No nest ® on ground in ridges of cliffs, crevices, caves, or sheltered by grasses or 


Shape ge By By bush ¢ 1 whitish to pale buff egg, flecked with brownish and purple spots; ovoid, 


Location = /p\ a Y*) & 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat aan ave Migration Migratory Weight 15.3 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


2.28 x 1.6 inches. 


56 © BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC 


Family SULIDAE Species Morus hassanus Length 35_40 inches | Wingspan 65_71 inches 


NORTHERN GANNET 


Like a large white flying cross pointed at all ends — long 
pointed black-tipped wings, long pointed white tail, and 
long bill often pointed downward toward the water — this 
is the largest indigenous seabird of the North Atlantic. 
Gannets feed and travel in small flocks, but nest in huge 
dense colonies of five thousand or more birds. ‘Vhey stay 
at sea the first three years of life, then head for land only 
to breed. Juveniles have dark gray upperparts and 
heavily spotted, paler gray underparts, then become 
pied black, white, and gray as they progress into 

adult plumage. Males are larger than females. 


creamy yellow to golden 
orange wash on head 


long pale 
blue bill 


» black bare skin 
at base of bill 


e SONG Silent at sea except when feeding. 5 : 

: : —_—*_e white overall 
Clamorous honking and various low groans and afd 

clucks around nest. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Dives underwater, > 
as deep as 50 feet, plunging like an arrow 
from up to 100 feet high. Grabs fish wf 
and squid with bill. Roosts on water 
after feeding; sleeps in large rafts. 
Returns to nesting site 
‘annually; sites used for 
hundreds of 
years. Ranges 
primarily over 
continental 
shelf. Rarely 


pelagic over 


JUVENILE 


dark gray legs 
and webbed feet 


long black- 
tipped wings 


long Reape 


ointed ns ; 
is foil Similar Birds 


truly deep waters. e MASKED Boosy 
i : : Yellow bill; black facial 

° BREEDING Monogamous; mates for life. Colonial. Mated 4 Shin PME ERIC 
pairs perform complex “dance” at nest, similar to that of black edging (all flight 
albatross, in which they face each other, wings slightly raised feathers) on wings. 
and opened, tail raised and spread. This is followed by a ; RED-FOOTED Boos) 

. ay : . . . age Ts R xete 
repeated series of bows, bills raised and waved in air, more — White morph ¢ smaller; 

: : : 6 ) “Syma white or black tail; all 
bows, and feigned caressing of each other’s breast. : 


flight feathers and 
primary coverts are 


¢ NESTING Incubation 42-44 days, by both sexes; male does 
more. Young stay in nest 95-107 days. Both parents feed by 


regurgitation. 1 brood per year. 


Flight Pattern 


black; coral-red feet. 


¢ POPULATION Common. 
Often seen from shore in 
migration and winter. Rare to 
casual on Great Lakes in fall. 

® CONSERVATION Vulnerable 
to oil spills, human disturbance 
at nesting colonies. 


Alternates rapid wing beats with short 
glides at frequent intervals. Soars to great 
heights. Glides low in strong winds. 


Nest Identification 
P 


Shape Location z nest stained; ovate to elliptical ovate; 3.0 x 1.8 inches. 


Habitat aon me Nee Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


ile of seaweed and refuse ¢ on ridges of cliff ¢ 1 chalky light blue egg becoming 


Plumage Sexes similar Weight 6.5 pounds 


BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC ¢ 57 


Family PeL ECANIDAE Species Pelecanus occidentalis \ ©°8 4850 inches | Wingsean 7884 inches 


BROWN PELICAN 


Louisiana’s state bird is the smallest of the 

world’s pelicans. Strictly a marine bird, it almost 
faced extinction because of pesticides and 
hydrocarbons that led to the thinning of its a4 


eggshells and reproductive failure in many esas 

colonies in the 1960s and 1970s. The 

population is now recovering, although it streaked 

is still listed as threatened. It is rarely gray-brown 
‘ upperparts 


seen inland except around the Salton 

Sea. The color of its gular pouch 

varies from red in the West to 

blackish 1n the East. Young 

birds are brownish with a 

whitish belly. 

e SONG Adults are silent 

except for occasional 

low croaking. Young 

make snakelike hiss. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Coastal 

and pelagic. Eats fish 

taken near the surface by 

plunge-diving from air and 

scooping up prey with pouch. 

Sometimes attended by gulls that 

attempt to steal the catch before it can 

be swallowed. Gregarious. Often flies in long lines close to the 

water, with each bird closely following the flight path of the one 

ahead and all flapping and gliding in unison. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 28-30 days by both sexes. Young begin 

to walk out of nest at 35 days if nest site is on ground, but do 

not leave nest until 63-80 days, when able to fly, if nest is 

elevated in shrub or tree. ‘Tended and fed by both sexes. 

1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common on Pacific Coast 

from central California southward, on the Atlantic Coast from 

Maryland southward around the up of Florida, and westward along 
the entire Gulf Coast. Wanders 


Flight Pattern north along coast in spring and 
summer. Rare inland, but 
common in Salton Sea. 


@e CONSERVATION Listed as 
threatened. Declined in mid- 
1900s due to pesticides; 


ie 


black legs and 
webbed feet 


Graceful, powerful flight with deliberate 
wing beats alternating with short glides. 
Flies in straight line formation. 


white head 
2 and neck 


blackish brown 
breast and belly 


currently recovering in number. 


pale yellow 
forecrown 
and forehead 


pale yellow eyes 


blackish pouch 


yellowish gray 
bill with scarlet cast 
on distal portion 
and yellow tip 


od 


JUVENILE 


AMERICAN WHITE 
PELICAN 

Black wing tips and 
outer secondaries; white 
body; huge salmon bill; 
orange-red legs and 
feet; does not plunge 
dive for food. 


NORTHERN GANNET 
Juvenile has dark gray 


~ upperparts with pale 


speckling; paler 
underparts; pointed, 
straight pale bill; 
pointed tail with white 
U patch at base; long 
dark-tipped wings 

e Atlantic and Gulf 
Coast range. 


Nest Identification war 
Sticks, reeds, and grass * in vegetation 6—20 feet high or on ground built up 


4-10 inches ¢ built by female with materials gathered by male ¢ 2-4 white eggs 


Shape pa -se Location a & a =| often nest-stained; long oval, 2.8 x 1.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar Migration Migratory Weight 8 2 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


58 © BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC 


Family PryatACROCORACIDAE Species Pha/acrocorax auritus | +©°8 32 inches Wingspan 52 inches 


DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANT 


‘The most widespread cormorant in North America bright orange-yellow 
appears blackish overall from a distance, but may facial skin 


appear to have a green sheen in certain lighting. 
During breeding season it shows two small tufts of 
feathers; they are black in eastern birds, but larger 
and mostly white in western birds. [ts wings are 
not completely waterproof, so upon leaving the 
water the bird often perches on exposed objects 
with its wings held out to catch the sun’s rays 

and dry its feathers. This cormorant swims 


| long pale 


hooked bill 


bright orange- 
yellow gular skin 


green sheen on 


low in the water with its bill tilted slightly eee my neck, head, and 
. . . : DAaTTS 
: as : ‘rook f ; underparts 
upward. In flight it has al distinct crook eh black p 
in its neck. Immature birds are brown scaling 
with white face, foreneck, and breast. blackish 
overall 


¢ SONG Deep guttural grunt. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. 
Dives for fish, crustaceans, 
and amphibians from 
surface. Excellent diver, 
using feet for propulsion. 
Able to stay at 5-25 feet 
below surface for 
30-70 seconds. 


NEOTROPIC 
CORMORANT 

Smaller; longer tail; 
posterior edge of gular 
skin often pointed with 
whitish border. 


BRANDT’S CORMORANI 
Dark face; blue throat 
patch with buff border; 
shorter tail; flies with 
head and neck held 
straight @ strictly 


¢ BREEDING black lees coastal and pelagic 


_ : Pe, western range. 
Monogamous. Colonial. and feet 
© NESTING Incubation GREAT CORMORANT 
28-30 days by both sexes. Altricial young may leave nest at Paneer nee nvoren 
Ae : " ae : : = 5 bordered by white 
21—28 days but may return to be fed by both sexes. First flight Fentinerswihite Cheeks 
at 35-42 days. Independent at 63-70 days. 1 brood per year. and flank patches 


ar : x . : (breeding) ® East 
@ POPULATION Common. Fluctuates because of persecution eles. : 


at nesting colonies, although increasing and expanding range, 
particularly in interior, in last 2 decades of the 20th century. 


® CONSERVATION Often 
Flight Pattern 


Coast range. 


killed by fishermen who believe 
birds compete with them. Many 
populations hit hard, especially 
on California coast, in 1960s and 
1970s by DDT, causing 
reproductive failures. 


Strong powerful direct flight. Sometimes 
soars briefly on thermals. Groups fly in 


straight line or V formation. 


Nest Identification Ae . Tee 
In trees made of sticks and debris and lined with leafy twigs and grass * on rocks 


often made of seaweed and trash gathered at water's edge ® near water @ built by 


Shape pvon Location a e.— female ¢ 2 nest-stained bluish white eggs; long subelliptical, 2.4.x 1.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat sae Nan sue Waren Migratory Mee ALO pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family Pr ALACROCORACIDAE Species paglacrocorax carbo | *©98th 35_40 inches | WiPsPan 63 inches 


GREAT CORMORANT 


‘The largest North American cormorant 
is able to carry water in its throat pouch 
to pour over its chicks when they have 
been exposed to high temperatures. A 
proficient swimmer and diver, this bird 
has been found as deep as a hundred 
feet below the surface. Its large size, 
large bill, pale yellow chin, and white 
throat patch distinguish it from the 
Double-crested Cormorant, the only 
other cormorant sharing its northern 
Atlantic range. In breeding season short 
white plumes appear on the side of the 
neck, and white patches are visible on 
its flanks while in flight. Juveniles have 
brown upperparts and a white belly. 

¢ SONG Usually silent. Low throaty 
groans on breeding grounds. 

e BEHAVIOR Excellent swimmer. Rides 
low in water, holding bill slightly angled 
above horizontal; uses webbed feet to 
swim. Dives for fish and crustaceans. 


When perched wet, holds wings in spread 


eagle position to dry. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 
Breeds on cliffs or rocks. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 28-31 days by 
both sexes. Altricial young stay in nest 
50 days. Fed by both sexes. First flight is 
at 50 days. Fledged young may return to 


nest at night until they achieve independence 


in 30-40 more days. | brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common. Increased 


dramatically; range has spread southward. 


‘Thought to be limited by interactions with more 
numerous and well-established Double-crested 
Cormorant. Winters in small numbers from the 
Maritime 
Provinces south to South 
Carolina; rare farther south. 

@ CONSERVATION Vulnerable 
to disturbance at colonial 
nesting sites as well as the 
pollution of its marine 
environment. 


Strong direct flight with steady wing 
beats, but slow to reach full flight speed. 
Flies in V or straight line formation. 


Nest Identification 


feathers 


heavy hooked 
bill 


bright yellow 
throat pouch 
with large 
border of 
white 


blocklike head 


JUVENILE 


short 
tail 


i Similar Birds 


DOUBLE-CRESTED 
CORMORANT 

Smaller; orange throat 
patch; no flank patches 
¢ juveniles have 


slimmer bill, deep 


orange facial skin, pale 


breast and darker belly. 


‘Twigs, seaweed, and bits of refuse ® lined with grasses and moss ® on ground in 
bb 6b oS 


moderately elevated area @ built by both sexes ¢ 3—5 pale blue-green eggs, often 


Shape pg Location = 


nest-stained; long oval, 2.6 inches long. 


Habitat qe, a =e 


Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE TIME 


Migration Migratory Weight 5 0) pounds 


LOCATION 
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Family A RDEIDAE Species Boraurus lentiginosus | ©8 23 inches Wingspan 42-50 inches 


AMERICAN BITTERN 


When it senses danger, the American 
Bittern hides by standing motionless 
with its bill pointed upward and its 
body tightly contracted. Thus it 

can be mistaken for a wooden 
stake in the marshes, saltwater 
and freshwater bogs, and 
wetland ponds it inhabits. 
The dark and light vertical 
streaks blend with shadows 
and highlights cast by 
surrounding vegetation, 

so the bird often goes 
unnoticed even from a 

few feet away. In flight 

the somewhat pointed 

dark outer wings 
contrast sharply 
with the inner 


dark brown 
(TOON 


streaked brown 
and buff 
upperparts 


streaked 


pointed iihigs 
wings and body. wings with underparts 
© SONG Oonk-a- — “omirashing 
dark tips 


lunk or punk-er-lunk, 
often heard at dusk; it 
is one of the strangest 
sounds produced by any 
bird; sounds like 
someone driving a stake 
into the mud with a 
wooden mallet. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Stands 
motionless, often hidden by 
marsh vegetation, on ground or in 
water to search for prey. Eats frogs, 
small eels, small fish, small snakes, 
salamanders, crayfish, small rodents, and water bugs. 


> 


Ae 


oe 


¢ BREEDING May be polygamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 24—29 days by female. Young stay in nest 
14 days. Fed by both parents. 
1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common. Declining in the 
South from marshland drainage. 
@ CONSERVATION Protected 
by law. Wetland conservation 1s 
critical for this species. 


Flight Pattern 


Strong direct flight with deep rapid 
wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Shape pg Location NA 


to olive-buff eggs, 1.9 inches long. 


oo 
act pointed 


yellowish bill 


brown and white 


Grasses, reeds, and cattails * lined with fine grasses * on dense marsh ground, dry 
ground above water, or mud in tall vegetation ¢ built by female ¢ 2—7 pale brown 


white throat 


long black strip 
or patch on each 


side of neck 


LEAST BITTERN 

Much smaller; black 
crown and back; shows 
buff wing patches in 
flight. 


YELLOW-CROWNED 
NIGHT-HERON 
BLACK-CROWNED 
NIGHT-HERON 
Juveniles have more 
heavily spotted 
upperparts; lack black 
mustache lines on face. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ye se Migration Migratory Weight 1.6 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


DATE 
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Specles Iyobrychus exilis Length 11-14 inches | Wingspan 16_18 inches 


LEAST BITTERN 


‘This shy bird of the marshes is the 
smallest heron in North America. 


Because of the thick 
vegetation it 
frequents and 
its retiring 
nature, It 
often goes 
unnoticed and 
is probably more 
common than 
reported. Its small 
size and buff inner wing 
patches seen in flight quickly 
separate it from all other 
species. Adult females have a 
dark brown crown, back, and 
tail; juveniles are similar but 
more heavily streaked. 

e SONG Call is series of harsh 
kek notes. Song is softer ku 
notes, somewhat dovelike. 

e¢ BEHAVIOR Shy secretive 
denizen of the marsh. Seldom 
seen or heard. When 
approached closely often 
freezes in place with neck 
stretched upward, bill pointed 
skyward, and body compressed. 
May sway back and forth with 


pinkish 
yellow bill 


white chin 


rhythm of surrounding vegetation 
to help blend into background. When 
flushed, flies weakly yet migrates long distances. 

e¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary to loose colonies. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 17-20 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 
young remain in nest 25 days. Fed by both sexes. Has 


1-2 broods per year. 


Flight Pattern 


Weak direct flight with slow labored 
wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat ye Migration Migratory Weight 3.0 ounces 


TIME 


black crown 


buff head, neck, 
and sides black back 


and tail 


MALE 


white underparts 
streaked with buff 


dark brown 
CrODN 


dull 


yellow legs 


FEMALE 


GREEN HERON 


Larger; lacks buff 
coloration and wing 
patches in flight. 


¢ POPULATION Thought to be 
declining because of habitat 
loss, although still abundant in 
parts of North America. 

¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Conservation of 
wetlands key to population 
SUCCESS. 


Platform ¢ bent marsh vegetation with sticks and grass on top ® well concealed 
in marsh growth, near or over water, on ground, or in low shrub ¢ built by both 
sexes ® 2-7 pale green or blue eggs; elliptical, 1.2 inches long. 


LOCATION 


62 © BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC 


Family ARDEIDAE Species 4 rJeq herodias Length 4652 inches | Wingspan 77_82 inches 


GREAT BLUE HERON 


Often called “crane” or “blue crane” by locals, the 
Great Blue Heron is the largest, most widespread, 
and best-known heron in North America. Its 

size, long yellowish bill, and mostly bluish 
gray body readily distinguish it. In 
the breeding season several long 
black occipital plumes adorn 

the back of the crown. In 

south Florida a paler — 40/d black line 


white-headed on both sides 
of crown 


~~ S 


long, stout 


yellowish bill 


white 
face WURDEMANN’S 
HERON 
form was formerly 
considered a separate 
species called Ward’s 
or Wurdemann’s Heron. 
An all-white morph with 
yellowish legs found in southern Ee 
Florida is called the Great White Heron and “pants” 
formerly was also considered a separate species. 


short tail 


black-and-white streaks 

on midline of foreneck 
blackish 
yellow 

—_—e legs 


blue-gray 


body 


e SONG Mostly silent except at colonies, where it makes 
series of squawks and low croaks. 
e BEHAVIOR In flight the long neck is folded back into a 
compact S-shape typical of other herons and egrets, and the long 
legs trail far out behind the short dark tail. Feeds by standing still 
in water for long periods and grabbing fish and other animals that — Juypntir 
come within range of a lightning thrust of its daggerlike bill, or 
by walking slowly along waterways or through marshy 
vegetation or grassy fields. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial Sa ey 

= 5 mp Glo on Bald red crown; 
¢ NESTING Incubation 25-30 days by both sexes. Semialtricial bustclike tail coverts; 


per year in the North, 2 per year in the South. 


® POPULATION Stable, 
common, and widespread. 
¢ CONSERVATION This 
species and other “long- 
legged waders” have 
benefited from state and 
Direct flight with slow steady wing beats. federal protection, particularly 
of breeding colonies. 


Nest Identification Sticks ¢ lined with twigs and leaves ¢ usually in trees 20-60 feet above ground 


or water; sometimes in low shrubs; rarely on ground, rock ledges, or coastal cliff 


Shape ~gQ 
Location -_—_—~ ie a ive i green eggs; oval to long oval, long elliptical, or subelliptical; 2.5 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ys sexe | Migration Northern birds migrate Weight 5.7 pounds 


© built by female from materials gathered by male ¢ 2-7 pale blue or light bluish 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


flies with neck extended. 
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FamilY ARDEIDAE SPECIES 4A ryJoq alba Length 37_41 inches | Wingspan 55 inches 


(GREAT EGRET 


‘The largest white egret found over most of its range 
can be distinguished from other white egrets and 
juvenile herons by its size, yellow bill, and black 
legs and feet. This tall, slender-necked bird 
develops long trains of lacy plumes on its 
back that extend beyond the tail when 
breeding, and its yellow bill appears more 
orange in color. 

e SONG Bold throaty croaking or 
repeated cuk, cuk. 

¢ BETIAVIOR Prefers to feed in 

open areas from salt marshes to 
freshwater habitats. 


N 


& 
= 


black feet 
and legs 


Diurnal in its activities, it 
flies singly or in groups to 
communal roosts in trees for 
the night. Feeds on wide 
variety of small aquatic 
animals and animals found in 
wetland environs, from fish to 
frogs, snakes, crayfish, and 
large insects. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Colonial, usually with other 
species of herons, egrets, ibis, 
and other similar species. 
e¢ NESTING Incubation 
23-26 days by both sexes. 
Young stay in nest 21 days. Fed 
by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
e POPULATION Decimated by plume hunters in late 1800s. 
Protected since early 20th century. In recent decades breeding 
range has expanded northward. 
Flight Pattern © CONSERVATION With full 
protection in North America, 
species is increasing. Stull, 
factors such as polluted waters, 
coastal development, and 
Buoyant direct flight with deep steady draining of wetlands 
wing beats. negatively impact egrets. 


Nest Identification me Rie ae a 
Made of sticks ® unlined or lined with fine material ¢ in tree or shrub, usually 


10-40 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 1-6 pale blue-green or light blue 


GREAT BLUE HERON 
Wurdemann’s Heron 
(morph) 1s larger with 

yellowish legs and feet. 


SNowy EGRET 
Smaller; dark bill. 


REDDISH EGRET 
White morph smaller 
with dark bill. 


~ LITTLE BLUE HERON 
\ =DX Juvenile smaller with 
Bir dark bill. 

CATTLE EGRET 
Much smaller; yellow 
legs and feet. 


Shape ~@ Location ayy i ay eggs, 2.2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | abital we sexe Migration Some migrate WEN) pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family 4 RDEIDAE Specles Beretta thula Length 22-27 inches | Winéspan 38_45 inches 


SNOWY EGRET 


‘This is perhaps the most beautiful of all North 
American egrets and herons in its nuptial 
plumage, and the daintiest with or without it. 
‘This energetic medium-sized white egret has 
black legs and bright yellow “slippers.” 
Slaughtered by the thousands for its soft, lacy 
breeding finery, it was the most persecuted 

of all egrets by plume hunters in the late 

19th and early 20th centuries. 


yellow eyes 


e SONG Generally silent. Vocalizations 
are harsh squawks. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Most active heron ; 
when feeding. Rushes after prey 
in manner of Reddish Egret. 
Often sticks one foot forward © white plumage 
in water and rapidly 
vibrates it to startle prey. 
Crustaceans, insects, 
and fish are important 
components of diet. 

¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. 

Colonial, often 

nests in mixed 

colonies with 

other herons 

and egrets. 

¢ NESTING 

Incubation 

20-24 days by 

both sexes. 

Semialtricial young 

stay in nest 30 days. 

Fed by both sexes. bright 
1 brood per year. ee 
¢ POPULATION as 
Increasing. Range expanding northward. 


¢ CONSERVATION Seemingly 
thriving today, but almost 
extirpated in the early 20th 
rae century by demand for its 
“cross aigrettes” for ladies’ 


fashions. 


long, slender 
black bill 


yellow lores 


WINTER PLUMAGE 


Similar Birds 


CATTLE EGRET 
Stockier; shorter neck; 
ep yellow bill and legs. 


GREAT EGRET 
: Much larger; yellow 
bill; black feet. 


LiIvrLE BLUE HERON 
oN Juvenile has greenish 


aG legs; gray bill with 
black tip. 


lack legs 


Buoyant direct flight with steady fast 
wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Sticks ¢ lined with fine twigs and rushes ® in short tree or shrub, 5-10 feet high 


* sometimes on ground ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 2-6 pale blue-green eggs, 
1.7 inches long. 


Shape p@ Location =» & 


PIUMESE Cov ce 'cinaalar / pHabitat (ns cee) Nee Migration Migratory Weight 13.1 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ARDEIDAE Specles Poretra caerulea Length 2429 inches | “iésPan 40_41 inches 


LITTLE BLUE HERON 


Adults appear entirely dark at a distance, but at closer 
range they are slate-colored with a purplish maroon 
head and neck. ‘This is the only dark heron species 

in North America in which the juvenile is 

white. The juvenile begins molting MOS Sp nlobmdraen 
adult plumage in its first spring and eee 
gradually acquires more blue-gray 

feathers, achieving a calico 

appearance in the transition 

from white to 

slate gray. 


gray bill 
with black tip 


gray body 


greenish gray legs e 


¢ SONG Breeding male makes e/-00-ah-ch-ch. Both sexes make 
loud nasal skea or scaah and low clucking notes. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Prefers fresh water but can be found in brackish 
water and salt marshes. A stealthy stalker, it moves slowly as it 
wades in shallow water or along water’s edge for prey. Feeds on 
a variety of small vertebrates, crustaceans, and large insects. 
Roosts in trees and shrubs at night. 


REDDISH EGRET 
Y Dark morph similar to 
he adult; rufous head and 
neck; pink bill with 


a black tip * white morph 


similar to juvenile. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial; often nests in heronries 

with other species. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 20-24 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 
young stay in nest 42—49 days. 


Flight Pattern Fed by both sexes. Has 1 brood 
per year. 


4 =, is ¢ POPULATION Increasing and 
expanding. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Direct flight with steady quick wing beats. Responding to protection of 
nesting colonies. 


Nest Identification ; Lee . 
Sticks and twigs © unlined or lined with finer material @ usually in tree or shrub, 


3-15 feet high © occasionally on ground ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 1-6 pale blue- 


“TRICOLORED HERON 
White underparts. 


Shape pg Location yj & A’ green eggs; elliptical to subelliptical, 1.7 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat y. ae ww Uf Migration Migratory Weight 12.9 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ARDEIDAE Specles Foretta tricolor Length 24 26 inches 


TRICOLORED HERON 


Our only large dark heron with white underparts sia head, 
can be found in salty coastal marshes to inland ee 
freshwater. Its long, slender neck and long, thin 

bill make it seem larger and skinnier than other 
medium-sized herons. 77vco/ored refers to the 
dark upperparts, white underparts, and reddish 
brown stripes on the foreneck. In breeding 
plumage there are white plumes on the back of 
the crown and shaggy purplish or tan feathers 
on the lower neck, crown, and back. 


WINgSPaN 36 inches 


long yellowish bill 
with dark tip and 


culmen 


“S reddish brown 
streaks on white 
foreneck 


|. wh L le 
underparts 


@ dull yellow legs 
e SONG Call 


by both sexes, 
aaah and scaan. 
Breeding male 
makes wnh and 
groaning 
sounds. Both 


may give culh-culh call. LITTLE BLUE HERON 
All dark without white 


e BEHAVIOR Often feeds by wading more deeply than many 
other herons, up to its belly. In short flights may leave neck See ee 
stretched forward and legs dangling loosely beneath body. DRG eteen Re aes 
Some wander inland after breeding season. in dark morph. 


underparts and rump. 


® BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial; often nests in mixed 
colonies with other species. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 

21-25 days by both sexes. 
Semualtricial young remain in 
nest 35 days, fed by both sexes. 
| brood per year. 

Direct flight with steady quick ¢ POPULATION Probably 

mame eats. declining due to habitat loss. 


Nest Identification 
Sticks and twigs ¢ lined with fine twigs, grass, or leaves * usually 2-30 feet 


above ground, rarely on or near ground ® built by both sexes ¢ 3-4 light bluish 


Shape pg Location Bie ae green eggs; ovate to oval or elliptical ovate to elliptical oval, 1.7 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Mabitat ye sass Migration Some migrate Weight 14.6 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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SEeCeS Bubulas hiv | =°8 19-21 inches | WRBSPEN 56.38 Inches 


CATTLE EGRET 
‘This is the only small white egret with the - 
combination of a yellow bill and yellow legs and | 
feet. Breeding adults have patches of buff- 
orange on crown, nape, lower foreneck, and 
back. Nonbreeding adults and immature 
birds lack the buff-orange patches and 
have yellow bill, legs, and feet. A 
big-headed, thick-necked, short- 
legged egret of the Old World 
(originally found in Spain, 
Portugal, and Africa), it 
introduced itself to South 


buff-orange 
patches on 
(TOWN, nape, 


and back 
yellowish 
orange bill 


short 
thick neck 


Roar buff-orange 
America in the 1880s patches on lower 
and to Florida by the foreneck 


early 1940s. From 
there it moved 
over most of the 


white plumage 


US and into yellowish 
southern Canada. orange feet 


e SONG Various 
croaking sounds at 
breeding colonies; 
otherwise silent. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Associates with cattle, 
horses, or other livestock in moist or dry 
pastures, where it feeds primarily on large 
insects disturbed by feeding livestock. Several 


short yellowish 
orange legs 


birds may accompany a single cow, often riding on its back. Also < Snowy EGRET 

follows tractors plowing fields to feed on the exposed insects / Longer, more slender neck; 
and grubs. Largely diurnal, flying at dusk to communal roosts Biagsrbill anddeey: 

with other egrets, herons, and ibis to spend the night perched ; LirtLé BLUE HERON 

in trees or shrubs. They often form the nucleus of nesting PENS LOO 
colonies of other species of heron and egrets, and their presence VS ereonich pia lessandl feet 
may encourage the nesting of these birds in the heronries. black-tipped grayish bill. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial; often found in mixed GREAT EGRET 

breeding colonies with other species. Larger; black legs and feet. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 21-26 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 
young remain in nest about 


Fiske Pattern 45 days. Fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION North 
American population increasing. 
¢ CONSERVATION Nesting 


Direct flight with steady, rather rapid colonies protected. 
wing beats. 


Nest Identification ; , : te 
Sticks and reeds ¢ lined with leafy green twigs ¢ in tree or shrub ®& built by 


female from materials gathered by male ¢ 1-9 pale blue or light bluish green 


Shape ~g Location sm i a. eggs; subelliptical or elliptical, 1.9 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat (@ wx Migration Migratory Weight 11.9 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


68 ¢ BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC 


Family ARDEIDAE [ Seecies Burorides virescens | Butorides virescens \*©8N 18-22 inches 


(GREEN HERON 


Looking similar to a crow while flying, the Green 

Heron has a thicker neck and more bowed wing dark cap 
beats. It is a widely distributed heron found in 
almost every wetland in summer. Perhaps more 
blue than green on the back, this heron has a 
dark cap ending in a shaggy crest on the 
occiput, with a chestnut head and neck. Its 
legs appear more yellowish in nonbreeding 
season. Juvenile plumage has more 
brown on the upperparts, heavily 
streaked underparts, a white chin, 
and dull yellow legs. 

e SONG Bold abrasive fyows or 
skeow; sometimes soft suck, 
kuck notes. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Diurnal 
species that retires to 
ground or close to it for 
the night. Often walks 
slowly when hunting or 
stands and waits 
motionless in water or 
on an overhanging 
perch for prey to 

come close enough 

for a quick strike. 

When disturbed, 

often nervously flicks 
its short tail and 
elevates shaggy crest. 
Has been seen placing 
food or bait in the water 
deliberately to attract 
fish. Often perches in 
trees and shrubs. 


Wingspan 26 inches 


thin brownish 


yellow bill 


oe chestnut head 


and most of neck 


—_—~e white 
underparts 


blue-green back 


orange legs 


JUVENILE 


Similar Birds 


LITTLE BLUE HERON 
Larger; longer neck 
and legs; lacks chestnut 
: oti a head and neck and 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. pale underparts. 
Usually solitary pairs; occasionally forms small colonies. 
Sometimes nests rather distant from water. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 
19-25 days by both sexes. 
Young remain in nest for 
16-17 days, fed by both sexes. 


Flight Pattern 


1 or 2 broods per year. 
Direct flight with slow steady arched © POPULATION Common 
wing beats. and stable. 


Nest Identification 


Sticks and twigs ® in tree or shrub, 5-30 feet off ground ¢ built by both sexes 


e 2-7 pale green or blue-green eggs; elliptical to subelliptical, 1.5 inches long. 


Shape 2g Location say i bs. ANA 
iid 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat sees yx Migration Some migrate Weight 7.5 ounces 


DATE : __ TIME LOCATION 
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Family A RDEIDAE Species Nycricorax nycticorax | *°8th 2528 inches | Wingspan 44_45 inches 


BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON 


‘The scientific name of this bird means “Night 
Raven,” and it refers to the nature of the bird, 
as does the common name of Night-Heron. 

A stocky bird with short legs and a thick, 

short neck, it prowls freshwater pools, 
marshes, and streams and coastal 
estuaries across much of North 
America. In flight the toes often Ajgch 
protrude beyond the short tail. — ack 
Juvenile plumage shows 
brown above with white spots 
and streaking, buff-brown 
below with dark brown spots 
and streaking. Juveniles 

have a yellowish bill with a 
dark up and greenish 

yellow legs and feet. 

© SONG Low, harsh woe 

and guttural guock or quaik. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Primarily 
nocturnal. Roosts in trees by 
day and actively feeds at night. 
Some feed during daylight 
hours. Omnivorous, feeding on 
whatever is most handy. Diet 
ranges from fish to mollusks, 
small rodents, frogs, snakes, 
crustaceans, plant material, 
eggs, and young birds. 


black cap 


and nape 


] 


dark bill 


red eyes, 


white face and 
underparts 


breeding adults have 2-3 long 
white plumes on back crown 


gray sides of neck, 
wings, and tail 


y 


JUVENILE 


AMERICAN BITTERN 
Similar to juvenile 

e thinner long yellowish 
bill; dark mustache 
stripes; lacks white 


Often stands very still in spotting above. 
water for long periods of , Tiss ORME RORINE TS 
time, expertly grabbing fish that swim too close. NIGHT-HERON 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. me, Selenteuuvenie 

: ¢ more gray-brown with 
¢ NESTING Incubation 21-26 days by both sexes. Young stay A smaller white spots; 


in nest 28 days. Fed by both sexes. First flight at 42 days. After thick dark bill; thinner 
49 days, may follow parents to foraging areas to beg and be fed. 
1 brood per year. 


neck; longer legs. 


© POPULATION Overall stable 


Flight Pattern or increasing. 


¢ CONSERVATION Benefited 
from general protection by 
state, federal, and conservation 
agencies. Loss of wetland 
habitat affects food supply and 
reproduction. 


Nest Identification ae aes ; 
Sticks, twigs, and reeds ¢ lined with finer material ¢ on or above ground as high 


Shape pa as 150 feet ¢ built by female with materials gathered by male ¢ I-7 pale green 


Location aj mmm xix AAA & a> 


Direct flight with slow steady wing beats. 


or light bluish eggs; oval, 2 inches long. 


PIUMaRe Gay de similar Migration Migratory Weight 1.9 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


70 © BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC 


Family ARDEIDAE Species Nyctanassa violacea Length 2228 inches _ | Wingspan 42_44 inches 


Y ELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON 


At home in coastal mangroves, inland 
swamps, and riparian woodlands, this 
short-necked, stocky heron has a 

gray body and a large black head 
boldly marked with a white 

cheek patch and white crown 

with yellowish tints on the 

forehead. During breeding 

season adult males and females 

have long white occipital 

plumes on the back of the 

head. ‘The long yellow legs 

protrude well beyond the 
short tail in flight. 

¢ SONG Short woe or wok. 
Its guak is higher and less 
harsh than that given by 
the Black-crowned 
Night-Heron. 


¢ BEHAVIOR While 
mostly nocturnal, it 
is often active 
during the day. 
Exhibits strong 
preference for 
crustaceans, 
although it eats a 
variety of other 
aquatic organisms 
from fish to 
shellfish. 


¢ BREEDING 


thick dark 
ill 


Jong white 
occipital plumes 
large black head 
with yellowish white 
crown and white 
cheek patches 


slender neck 


—= 


JUVENILE 


BLACK-CROWNED 
NIGHI-HERON 
Black back; white head 
with black cap; short 


long 
yellow legs yellowish legs 

¢ juvenile has brown 
crown; brown 
upperparts with large 
white spots and 
streaks; whitish-tan 
underparts with brown 


Monogamous. 
Solitary nester or 
forms small loose 


streaking; short yellow- 


green legs and feet; 
yellowish bill with 


DATE TIME 


black tip. 


colonies. Also joins large 
nesting colonies with 
other herons and egrets, often chooses nesting site located on 
periphery of the colony, 

e¢ NESTING Incubation 
21-25 days by both sexes. 
Semialtricial young remain in 
nest 25 days, fed by both sexes. 
Probably 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Stable. 


Direct flight with steady deep wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Sticks ¢ lined with twigs or sometimes leaves ¢ either on ground or in tree 
30-40 feet high © built by both sexes ¢ 2-8 pale blue-green eggs; oval to long 


oval, 2 inches long, 


Shape pg Location = & 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatye ww ses Ne Migration Migratory Weight 1.6 pounds 


LOCATION 


BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC e 71 


Family THRESKIORNITHIDAE Species Pogadis falcinellus \*°°8' 19-26 inches | Wingspan 36_38 inches 


GLOSSY IBIS 


From a distance this large bird 
with a dark decurved bill 
appears dark overall in the 
freshwater or saltwater 
marshes it frequents, 

but closer observation 
reveals deep 

chestnut plumage 

glossed with 

metallic greens and brownish black 
purples. The species decurved bill 
occurs widely in the 

Old World and evidence 

suggests that perhaps it 

introduced itself to North 

America in the 1800s. Its North 

American range may be limited due to its 
recent arrival on the continent, as well as 
competition with the already established 
White Ibis. Breeding plumaged birds 
show intense green patches in their wings, 
greenish legs with red joints, pale blue 
around the face and blue-gray facial skin 
in the loral region. 

e SONG Guttural, grating croak, 4a-onk. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Flies in lines or 
groups, with individuals often changing 
position in the flock. In flight the head, neck, and 
legs are extended. Highly prone to wandering, thus 


dark iris 


metallic green and purple 
gloss on back, wings, 


head, and neck 


dark gray 
lores bordered 
with pale blue 


© chestnut plumage 


turns up at great distances from breeding range, especially . WHITE-FACED IBIS 
in spring. Uses long bill to probe for food, particularly crayfish \ Reddish legs and lores 


bordered with white; 
white line around lore 
encircles eye; red iris. 


and crabs in their holes. Also readily eats water snakes. Often 
feeds with other large wading birds, including the White Ibis. 
Flies to roost late in the day and frequently is seen roosting with ee 

other species of ibis, herons, and egrets. Tarenilernm hice 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial; often nests in mixed underparts and rump. 
colonies with other ibis, herons, and egrets. 


© NESTING Incubation about 


Flseh: Patsorn 21 days, mostly by female. . 
Semualtricial young remain in 


nest for about 28 days, fed by 

both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

e POPULATION Common but 
; ee eh anny local. Greatly increased and 

followed by a short glide. Flies in y ; 

straight line formation. expanded during 20th century. 


Several shallow rapid wing beats 


Nest Identification 


Platform of sticks and marsh plants with depression in center ® occasionally 
lined with leaves @ in shrubs or low trees; on the ground on islands ® built by 


Shape pe Location AAA) me 2%, & both sexes @ 1-5 pale blue or green eggs, 2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar Migration Migratory Weight Undetermined 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


72 ¢ BIRDS OF “THE MID-ATLANTIC 


Family CaTHARTIDAE SPECIES Corgoyps atratus Length 2327 inches | Wingspan 54 60 inches 


BLACK VULTURE rs 
Alternating between several quick flaps 

and a short sail on flat wings, this bird arias 

seems to labor on the wing more black skin on 
than the Turkey Vulture that it head and neck 
superficially resembles. In flight 

the wings are wide, with the six 

outermost primaries showing white - 
bases beneath. The tail of this eet 
vulture is short and squared, barely 
extending beyond the wing, and the 
feet often protrude beyond it. 


sooty black 
plumage 


short neck 


/ong gray- 
white legs and 
gray-white feet 


white outer ra 


primaries 


e SONG Usually silent, but when competing for 


food it makes grumbling, barking, and hissing noises. Sinilip Bivds 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or found in small to large groups. Often 


roosts communally. Diet consists primarily of carrion. Aggressive P'URKEY VULTURE 


; . 5 5 ; on Bare red head (black on 
in nature for a vulture, it often dominates carrion when other suvenile) ene 


species are present. Sometimes attacks and kills prey. It spreads 2% rectangular tail; 2-toned 
its wings when on the roost, especially in the morning, to catch wings from below 
: black in front, silver- 
the ultraviolet rays of the sun. bigelsae deca Sie 
: ; gray trailing edge); 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. holds wings in dihedral 


when soaring. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 37-48 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 
young remain in nest 80—94 days, and are fed by both sexes. 


1 brood per year. 
Flight Pattern 


¢ POPULATION Fairly 
Ayt 5 AyL- 


common to common. Decline in 
the Southeast has been due to 
the loss of safe nesting habitat. 
Overall, there has been a slight 
increase in the Northeast as 


Several quick deep wing beats followed 


by a glide; soars on thermals. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -s6- Cd ii 
Location sage gh eae Be — /a\ 


Habitat |, 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


range has expanded. 


No nest ® lives in dark recesses or under cover in caves, hollow logs, stumps, 


tree trunks, or abandoned buildings ¢® 2 light grayish green or bluish white 
eggs, usually marked with brown or lavender; elliptical ovate or elongate 


ovate, 3 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar Weight 4.8 pounds 


Migration Some migrate 
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Family CaTHARTIDAE Specles Curhartes aura Length 2632 inches | Wingspan 6872 inches 


TURKEY VULTURE 


Commonly known as a “buzzard,” 
this bird ranges throughout the 
United States and into southern 
Canada and south to South 
America. It gets its name 
from the red skin on its 
head and dark body 

feathers that resemble 

a turkey. This 

carrion feeder is gray flight 


brown-edeed dark 
o f=) 
upperwing coverts 


and upperparts 


bare-skinned 
red head and 
dull red neck 


feather a 
perhaps _— ; semicircle 
often seen in of whitish to 
flight, when greenish 


warts below 


slightly hooked / and in front 
white bill Ce 


its two-tone 
wings, black in 
front and silver- 
gray flight 
feathers behind, are most 
visible. Soaring birds hold their wings 
above their backs in a shallow V called a 
dihedral and rock from side to side as if pale 
unsteady in the air. pinkish — 4, 
: : white legs 
¢ SONG Usually silent. Makes hisses, 
grunts, or growls around food. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Circles just above treetops and 
up to 200 feet high, searching for prey by 

smell and sight. Birds gather quickly after an 
animal dies. Feeds primarily on fresh or rotten 
carrion. Also eats roadkill (many become victims 
to autos themselves); stillborn livestock and 
afterbirth; and dead young of egrets, herons, JUVENILE 
ibis, and similar species, at heronries. Has been 

known to eat vegetables and even pumpkins if shortage 

of food. Master at soaring. Often roosts communally at night. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 38-41 days by both sexes. 
Semialtricial young stay in nest 66-88 days; both sexes feed by 


regurgitating. 1 brood per year. 
Flight Pattern 


long shim tail 


BLACK VULTURE 

Very black, including 
head and stubby tail; 
longer whiter legs often 


protrude beyond tail in 
flight; white primaries 
under wing tip; flaps 

and glides more. 


GOLDEN EAGLE 
Much larger; looks 
heavier; shorter fan- 
shaped tail; larger 
feathered head; large 
strongly hooked yellow 
beak; flies with wings 
held in flat plane. 


ZONE-TAILED HAWK 
Black; feathered head; 
bold white tail bands; 


barred black flight 
feathers; yellow cere, 
legs, and feet. 


¢ POPULATION Common. 
Very slight overall increase. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Remarkably resistant to most 
diseases, especially those likely 
to be present in carrion. 


Circles with wings in shallow V and rocks 
unsteadily; moderately slow steady wing 


beats when not soaring. 


Nest Identification 


Shape Lf» 
Location s- /g\ == B ae = 


Plumage Sexes similar | Mabitat oe wf mw ot ww 4} | Migration Mioratory | Weight 3.2 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Bare floors of caves, rock outcroppings, hollow trees, empty buildings, and rocks 


on cliffs ¢ 1-3 white or cream eggs, often splashed with brown; subelliptical, 


long oval, or elliptical, 2.8 inches long, 


74 ¢ BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC 


Family ANATIDAE Species 4 nser albifrons Length 2634 inches | Wingspan 53_62 inches 


GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE 


This is the only North American goose ath 
with the combination of a white face at the gray head, neck, 
base of the bill, dark barring on the belly, and upperparts 
and orange-yellow legs and feet. In flight 
the blue-gray wing coverts contrast with 
the brown body and U-shaped rump patch, 
and the “specklebelly” is easily seen. Huge 
numbers winter on the eastern Great 
Plains. Individuals or small flocks, 
often mixed in with other 
species of geese, may 
show up 


white on front of 
head and around 
base of bill extends 
to forehead 


pink ill 
with white tip 


brownish gray 
underparts with heavy 
dark mottling and barring 


black tail a a 


white undertail 
Coverts 


orange-yellow 
legs and feet 


SNow GOOSE 
Juvenile dark morph 
has dark legs and bill; 
: lacks white on face; 
anywhere 

in eastern 
Canada or the 
northeastern US 
outside their normal range. 
¢ SONG High-pitched laughing 
kah-lah-aluek and loud wah-wah-wah. 


lacks dark barring on 
underparts. 

EMPEROR GOOSE 
Juvenile has dark bill; 
lacks dark barring on 


belly * western range. 


BEAN GOOSE 
Black bill with yellow 
band near tip; gray- 


¢ BEHAVIOR Dabbles and walks well on land. Feeds on 
grasses, grain, aquatic plants, and insects. Favors freshwater 
pools, lakes, and marshes. In winter found in grasslands and 
agricultural fields. Flies high in V formations with clamorous 
“talking” among individuals in flock. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 


brown overall; darker 


brown on upperparts; 
orange feet and legs; 
whitish center to belly 


* western range. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 
Flight Pattern 22-28 days by female. Young 
precocial; first flight at 
38-49 days. ‘Tended by both 
sexes. | brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common to 
Steady direct flight with rapid wing beats. fairly common. Midcontinent 
Flies in V formation. numbers increasing. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -» <> Location mm xxx 


Plant material and down ® on ground near water in open, wet tundra ® built by 


female ¢ 3-6 buff, cream, pinkish white, or nest-stained eggs; elliptical to ovoid, 
3.1 inches long, 


Plumage Sexes similar Habitats et ee Migration Migratory Weight 6.0 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family AN ATIDAE Species Chon caerulescens Length 25_31 inches | Wingspan 53 60 inches 


SNOW GOOSE 


‘This species comprises two color morphs that, untul the last 
quarter of the 20th century, were considered separate species: 
Snow Goose for the white morph and Blue Goose for the 
dark or blue morph. The plumage of the white morph is 
entirely white in adults except for black primary feathers. 
Blue morph adults have a white head and neck with a 

dusky gray-brown body and white tail coverts. 


black 

‘ primaries 
¢ SONG Shrill falsetto notes and occasional softened 
honking. High-pitched nasal barking continuously in 
chorus in flight. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Flies in bunched flocks or in broad 

U formations. Dabbler that walks easily on land. 
Grazes on tender shoots, waste grain, and other 
vegetable matter. Color morphs tend to 

segregate on breeding 

grounds, but mixed pink bill white body 
partners sometimes 

do pair and nest. 

¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. 

Colonial; densities py, /g 
of up to 1,200 pairs = “grinning 


DARK MORPH 
ADULT 


per square mile. patch” on 
pes eee d cutting edges 

Ne of mandibles WHITE MORPH 
Incubation 


ADULT 


Similar Birds 


Ross’s GOOSE 

Smaller; short, stubby 
bill; rounder head; lacks 
grinning patch. 


23-25 days by 
female. Precocial 
young leave nest 
soon after hatching, gi nk 
tended by both | 

; : 
parents. First flight eas 


at 38-49 days. 


EMPEROR GOOSE 


1 brood per year. WHITE MORPH DARK MORPH ei ee th he a 
) : Sepiewe B e black throat and 
f JUVENILE JUVENILE ; 
¢ POPULATION Very foreneck; bright orange- 


common to abundant. yellow legs and feet 
Increasing overall, with blue morph increasing and white SoNestom anes: 
morph decreasing because of selection by predators on 

breeding grounds and hunters 
on wintering grounds. 

¢ CONSERVATION Some 
management in certain areas of 
breeding range to prevent 
overpopulation and destruction 
of habitat by increased 
populations. 


Flight Pattern 


ws 


Strong direct flight with moderate 
wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Built by female e¢ filled with mosses ¢ lined with grasses and down @ 3-5 white 


or nest-stained eggs, 3.2 inches long. 


Shape -e <> Location sm yy 


Plumage Sexes similar Migration Migratory Weight Undetermined 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


76 ¢ BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLAN'TIC 


Family ANATIDAE Species Braynta canadensis \+©°8th 2545 inches | Wingspan 75 inches 


CANADA GOOSE aah head 


Found in every province and state at some time of and neck 
the year, this is the most common, familiar, and 
widespread goose in North America. Breeding 
programs in the 20th century established or 
reestablished populations 1n the southern part 

of the range. Size varies tremendously over 

the vast range, from 22-inch Mallard-sized 

arctic birds to giant geese reaching 45 

inches and weighing 24 pounds. 

e SONG Small races make brownish gray 
high rapid cackle; large Up DOP UIES: 
races make deep, musical 
honk-a-lonk. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Mates 
for life. Unlike 

most waterfowl 

but like most 
other geese, 
family units 


$ blackish bill 


white “chin strap” 
wraps from ear to 
ear under throat 


——_e paler gray-brown 
breast and sides 


remain Re 

together white light to dark 
. nee undertail underparts 
through winter Sees > 


: depending on race 
and until they pending ( 


return to breeding § ¢ Ajack sail 
grounds. Dabblers 
and grazers; walk 
well on land. Feeds 
on variety of aquatic 
and terrestrial plants. 
¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 
25-30 days by female. Precocial young leave nest at 

—2 days. First flight at 42-49 days for smaller races, 56-63 days 
for larger races. Young feed themselves with parents’ help. 


BRANT 
Lacks white chin strap; 
black breast. 


~ BARNACLE GOOSE 
ms = : . ~ 

ok Entirely white face; 

“Sy black breast; white 

Ye q : : sides ¢ castern range. 

¢ POPULATION Common to abundant. Species as a whole 


probably still increasing. 
Flight Pattern 


- Ay A. 


Strong direct flight with deep wing beats. 
Flies in V formation. 


¢ CONSERVATION Widely 
harvested as a game bird; highly 
managed on breeding grounds, 
wintering areas, and migratory 
staging areas. Widely 
introduced to establish new 
populations or restore 


extirpated ones. 


Nest Identification # See ; 
Sticks, grass, weeds, and moss ¢ lined with down ¢ on slightly elevated dry 


Shape -ee- <> wy ground near water ¢ will nest on man-made structures and nest platforms 


Location jyzes eux Adil << ee, i 


Plumage Sexes similar | Mabitat ys Lu see Migration Migratory Weight 8.4 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


¢ built by female ¢ 4-7 white, nest-stained eggs, 2.9 inches in diameter. 


BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC e 77 


Family ANATIDAE SPECles Branta bernicla Length 2226 inches _ | Wingspan 4348 inches 


< 
BRANT Z. 
A tundra species most often seen wintering along sea 


coasts, this small short-necked goose is not much 
larger than a Mallard. The two races in North 
America differ in appearance. Both have dark 
brown backs, but whereas the western bird 
has a dark belly, the eastern form has a paler 
one and its white patches do not meet at 

the front of the neck. In both plumages 

the white rump ts conspicuous in flight. 

@ SONG Call is throaty drawled 

C-1-1-0nk, CrT-TOnk. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Often flies low in 

ragged bunches with position of 

birds changing often and 

without appearance of 


a leader. Incubating white scalloped white rump, 
patch on sides of uppertail and 
upper neck undertail 
blackish coverts 
hill 
blackish 
legs and 
feet 
black 
birds sit black tail 


head, neck, 


1o 
tightly on nest and breast 


and lie low with 
neck and head 
stretched flat, blending 


with surrounding tundra. dusky brown bars 

Relatively tame. Feeds on sides and flanks 

primarily on vegetable matter. - CaNnabda Goose 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Mates 4 eee on 
for life. Forms loose colonies. ‘ me prownircact ee 
¢ NESTING Incubation 22-26 days by female. First ME BARNACLE GoosE 


flight at 40-50 days. Tended by both sexes. a _—»Whitish face and sides 
¢ POPULATION Common and local. May be declining. ee ee: 
© CONSERVATION A dic-off of eelgrass, a major source of food 


for the Brant, on the Atlantic 
Flight Pattern 


Coast in the 1930s had 
- +t A + A a 


serious impact on population. 
No long-term damage 
reported, because the Brant 
switched to another food 
source. Eelgrass made a 
partial recovery. 


Nest Identification Shallow bowl of grass and other materials ¢ heavily lined with down 
¢ on small island in tundra pond, usually 1-5 miles from coast ¢ built 


Heavy direct flight with strong wing beats. 
Flies in straight line formation. 


by female ¢ 1-7 creamy white or buff eggs; subelliptical to elliptical, 
2.9 inches in diameter. 


Plumage Sexes similar | abitat an see Migration Migratory Weight 3.0 pounds 


Shape <=> cp Location mmm i £L¥ 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


78 ¢ BIRDS OF ‘THE MID-ATLAN TIC 


Species Cyonus olor Length 56-62 inches | Wingspan 7_8 feet 


MUTE SWAN 


Affluent residents and urban parks introduced this 
European swan to the environs of the Hudson River 
and Long Island through gardens, pools, and ponds. 
It has become established primarily along the 

north Atlantic Coast from southern New white overall 
England to Virginia and secondarily 
around the Great Lakes (where there 

are now coordinated efforts to 

reduce its numbers). Adults, ese 
with their graceful S-curved 
necks, erected wing 
feathers, and black- 
knobbed orange bills, 
are unmistakable on 
the water. 

e SONG Variety of 
hisses, barks, and ~ 
snorts. Generally | 
silent although not) = 
really “mute.” 

e BEHAVIOR 
Decorative and graceful — 
on water but awkward on eae re oS 
land. Feeds by thrusting 

its long neck down to collect 

aquatic plants from bottom or 

tips up. Aggressive in defense 

of territory, it attempts to drive away any large bird 
or animal (humans and dogs included). Prefers 
freshwater, salt marshes, and protected bays. 


naked black lores 


orange lil] 
with large black 
basal knob 


ye 


a 


Jong neck 
often held in 


S curve 


Similar Birds 


«~ |UNDRA SWAN 
Winters in range of 


introduction ® black 
bill without knob; 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Forms long-term JUVENILE oe tine are 

pair bonds. Pair defends large territory. Rarely (not all birds); holds 

nests in colonies. Bees State PCM He Re 
4 and bill parallel to 

¢ NESTING Incubation 35-38 days by both sexes, but female water; does not 

does more. Precocial young tended by both sexes but feed clevate secondaries 


when swimming. 


themselves. First flight at 100-155 days. 


¢ POPULATION Introduced, naturalized, and locally common. 


Increasing by expansion from 
Flight Pattern 


contiguous areas of release. 


© CONSERVATION Exotic 
species; native of Eurasia. 
Efforts to systematically remove 
or reduce populations in some 
areas because of fear of 
competition with native species. 


Plant material in mound ¢ lined with down ® on shoreline, small island, or 
mound built up in shallows ® built by both sexes ¢ 4-8 light gray or bluish green 


Shape 22 sq Location oc il wee | Cees; subelliptical, 4.5 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat sees ye Ne Migration Nonmigratory — | “e'8ht 26.0 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


BIRDS OF ‘THE MID-ATLANTIC e 79 


Family AN ATIDAE Species Oyonus columbianus | -©8th 47-58 inches | Wingspan 6_7 feet 
Vi 


TUNDRA SWAN yellow to orange spot in 
‘The most common and widespread swan in front of eye (most birds) 


North America, this species breeds on arctic 
tundra and winters principally on the Atlantic and 
Pacific Coasts. Wintering concentrations on some 
coastal bays and lakes are spectacular in scope 
and activity. Swans are often associated with 
water; they are exceptionally fast swimmers. 
When flying they are large spectacular birds with 
long triangular wings, snow white to the tips of 
all flight feathers. The thin outstreached neck 
appears like a line more than half the length 

of the body, with a black point at the end. 


= 
SS 


black bill with 
slightly concave 
profile to 
rounded head 


black lores pointed 
to just in front of eye 
make straight line 
across forehead 

¢ SONG Clamoring notes or yodeling; 
soft musical laughter, wow-HOW-ow, 
heavily accented on second 

syllable; repeated who-who'. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Dabbler; 

plunges long neck and 

head beneath water 

to pick aquatic 


+ entirely white body 


# 


vegetation and dig up roots of submerged plants. Like other 
swans, runs across water beating its wings to achieve takeoff. 
Once in flight flies with neck and head thrust straight forward 
and feet protruding beneath tail. 

¢ BREEDING The Tundra Swan is monogamous. It finds a 
mate and pairs for life. It is also Known to be a solitary nester 
that 1s widespread over the tundra. 

e NESTING Incubation 31-40 days, mostly by female. Precocial 
young tended by both sexes. 
First flight at 60-70 days. 

1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common on 
breeding range. Common to 
rare On wintering range. 


Strong direct flight with steady wing Increasing. 
beats. Flies in straight line or V formation. 


Nest Identification . 
Low mound of plant material such as mosses, dried grasses, and sedges ® near 


lake or other open water on ridge or island @ built by both sexes, but male does 


‘TRUMPETER SWAN 
% Larger; bill slopes into 

ite...» flat forehead; no yellow 
spot in front of eye; black 
lores taper to point 
touching eye and form a 
V across forehead; pink 
“smile line.” 


Flight Pattern 


Shape 2Q wap Location cm xxx more ® 4-5 creamy white or nest-stained eggs; elliptically ovate, 4.2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat J ye soe Migration Migratory Weight 15.7 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


80 © BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC 


Family ANATIDAE Species Aix sponsa Length 17_20 inches | Wingspan 2830 inches 


Woop DUCK 


>| . -o . 
Considered by many to be the most beautiful duck in North 
America, the colorful male of this species is unmistakable with Gas! 
its large iridescent crest and multicolored bill. In flight it white lines on 
: head and crest 
appears big-headed with a short neck and a long 
squared tail. ‘The bill angles downward. 


e SONG Male makes soft up-slurred long, pointed ' Hace head 
whistle. Female makes rising /00-eek crest a 
and sharp crrreek, crrreek. VALE 
blue-green i‘ ~ red, white, 


: Sins back - black, and 
burgundy flanks | an ositin | velo BP 


U-shaped 
white patch on 
face and neck 


long squared 
dark tail 


¢ BEHAVIOR burgundy breast 
= with white spotting 
Frequents wooded 
watercourses, ponds, 
and swamps. Dabbler 
that feeds primarily on 
vegetable material and 
insects but also eats 
snails, tadpoles, and white pif ae ee cae ‘ white streaks 
salamanders. Walks chin } a tae a Se on sides and 

. 3 ts i “= : y ’ ee & flanks 
easily on land and often : 
forages there. Sometimes 


several females “dump” brownish 
breast 


gray head and crest ECLIPSE 
MALE 


white teardrop 


eggs in single nest box, 
which may hold 20-40 
eggs. Often perches in trees. se pen ea © 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Be a GREEN-WINGED TEAL Q 
e NESTING Incubation 25-37 days by JUVENILE . Females smaller; dark 

Fi ae : a yn bill; lack crest; lack white 
female. First flight at 56-70 days. ‘lended by teardrop eye patch. 
female. 1 brood per year in North; sometimes 2 in South. 


Male unmistakable. 


© POPULATION Possible increase due to reduced hunting 
pressures and placement of 
nest boxes in habitat. 
¢ BIRDHOUSES Will use 
nest boxes. 
@ CONSERVATION Habitat 
being lost to timbering and 
Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. drainage. 


Nest Identification 


Lined with down ® rarely nests in hollow fallen logs or barn lofts * built by 
Shape By ii female ¢ 9-15 creamy white, dull white, or pale buff eggs; elliptical to 


i = subelliptical, 2 inches long. 
Location na ee ay ae 


Plumage Gocce' differ Habitat 9,@ yee soe Migration Migratory Weight 45 pounds 


DATE 7 TIME a t LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE Species Anas strepera Length 18-23 inches | Wingspan 31_36 inches 


GADWALL 

‘The male Gadwall is the grayest dabbling duck. Its gray body 

contrasts with the black rear and blends into the brown back, brown head 
neck, and head. In flight both sexes show a white speculum. and neck 


On water or land the white secondaries often appear as a 
narrow white patch in the folded wing. The male has 
yellowish legs and feet. 


¢ SONG Female makes series of loud 
quacks that fall in pitch, faaak, 
kaaak-kak-kak-kak. Male makes 
single low quack and shrill 
whistling sound. 


dark bill 


brownish back 


MALE 


black tail 


COVETTS 


gray body 


gray upper mandible 
with orange sides 


mottled brown 
back and sides 


FEMALE 


ECLIPSE 
¢ BEHAVIOR Dabbler. Feeds in shallows primarily on plant MALE 
material. Often forages in grain fields and into wood lots for 

acorns. Walks well on land compared to most ducks. Flies tn Ssnibap Bird 

small flocks. Usually shy and wary; sociable and gregarious. 


Often feeds by dabbling with head underwater instead of . ae 
tipping up like many other puddle ducks. m * “hotdered with white: 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 4 _ orange legs and feet. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 24—27 days by female. Young precocial; 
first flight at about 48—56 days. 
‘Tended by female. | brood 
per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon. 
Increasing due to expansion of 
nesting habitat because of 
unusually wet conditions in 
breeding range in late 1990s. 


Flight Pattern 


Fast direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Grasses and weeds ® lined with down ® near water or dry land, surrounded 
by dense weeds or grass @ built by female ¢ 7-15 white to dull cream eggs. 


Shape -»e <> Location yyy AAA 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat ye cose Migration Migratory Weight 2.2 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Anas penelope 


EURASIAN WIGEON 


Although the Eurasian Wigeon is not known to nest on buff crown 
this continent, this dabbling duck has been a rare but . 
regular visitor in winter on both coasts in reddish head 
North America for the last forty to 
fifty years. The adult female 

has a cinnamon-buff head 
in contrast to the male’s 
reddish head. ‘The 
female also has two 
morphs: rufous and 

gray. In flight it is best 
distinguished from the 
American Wigeon by its dusky 
axillars and underwing linings. 
e SONG Male makes wild 
musical whistle, whee-oo0, and white patch on 
short cheeping note. Female Jorewings 
makes hoarse croak and sharp 

quack when alarmed. ea3e Fe 


e BEHAVIOR Highly buff head MALE 
gregarious after breeding 
season, often forming 
large flocks on the 
Eurasian wintering € 
grounds. Dabbles in 

mud or tips up in 

shallow water to eat 
favorite foods: pond 
weeds, eelgrass, and other 
aquatic plants. Eats seeds but 
prefers leaves, stems, and buds. 
Also eats snails, beetles, and FEMALE 
crickets. Walks well on land and 

often forages in fields and wooded lots 

some distance from water. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Semicolonial. 
e NESTING Incubation 24—25 days by female. Precocial young 
leave nest shortly after hatching 


and find own food but still 
tended by female. First flight 

at 60—70 days. 

e POPULATION Rare to 

uncommon visitor on both 


coasts but more common on the 
West Coast. Rare inland. 


Nest Identification ; ; : 
Lined with grass and large amount of down ¢ built in depression on ground, 


well hidden in tall grass © 7-9 whitish to pale buff or cream-white eggs © eggs 
Shape -ee- <= Location | Ley a identical to those of American Wigeon. 


Family ANATIDAE 


Length 1820 inches | WinesPen 30_32 inches 


gray overall 
———— wreamy 


forehead cap 


blue- 
gray bill 


brownish 
rose breast 


ECLIPSE 
MALE 


AMERICAN WIGEON 
Larger ® male has 
gray head with wide 
green postocular 
patch; bright white 
crown; wine sides; 


white belly 


white underwing 


linings show in flight 
¢ female generally 
grayer with white 

underwing linings. 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Plumage Sexes differ | abltat an we cere S| Migration Migratory Weight 1.8 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family AN ATIDAE Length 18 23 inches. | Wingspan 39_35 inches 
rs 


sss) 


AMERICAN WIGEON 


This species is identified in flight by the bold white patches on gray head with 

its forewings, which are gray on females, and the white underwing = wide green 

linings. ‘The male has a conspicuous white forehead and crown, ead 
STITT PC 


leading hunters to nickname it “baldpate.” Both males and 
females are more rusty brown on their breast and sides than 
other dabbling ducks. Legs and feet are gray. In flight females 
show a white belly and undertail coverts and a green speculum. 


white forehead 


a and crown 


¢ SONG Throaty whistle, whew, whew, whew. Female makes 
weak guttural quack. 


black tail and 
undertail coverts 


black- 
tipped 
blue-gray 


bill 


white of 
underparts extends 
onto flanks 


reddish brown 


gray head breast and sides 


ca 
BEHAVIOR oyay bill with 
and neck 


Dabbler. Flies in jyack rip 
ught flocks that 

may twist and turn 
like those of teals. 
Eats plant material. 
Will graze on shore 
and in fields. Often 
feeds in shallow water i 
with other duck rufous-brown breast, 
species. Wary; takes flight sides, and flanks 
quickly when it 1s disturbed. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Nests on dry land, 
sometimes far from water; often on small islands. 


ECLIPSE 
MALE 


brown back with 
rusty shoulders 


EURASIAN WIGEON 
, Rufous-brown head; 
creamy buff forehead 
and crown; gray sides 
and back e¢ female 
shows dusky underwing 


FEMALE 


linings in flight; gray- 


morph has brownish 
gray head, throat, and 
breast; rufous morph 


¢ NESTING Incubation 22-25 days by female. Precocial young has rufous head, neck, 

stay in nest 45-63 days. Fed by female. 1 brood per year. throat, and breast. 

¢ POPULATION Common and apparently stable. Breeding range 
expanding eastward in Canada 


Flight Pattern and northeastern US. Increase 
has been due to wet 


conditions as well as increase 
in nesting sites. 

¢ CONSERVATION No issues 
at present; carefully 
monitored and managed. 


Swift direct flight with strong wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -ee Location xxx 


Grasses and weeds lined with down e® on dry land, sometimes on island @ built 
by female ¢ 6-12 white to creamy white eggs; elliptical, 2.1 inches in diameter. 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration Migratory Weight 1.7 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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SPECIES Anas rubripes Length 1924 inches | Wingspan 33_36 inches 


AMERICAN BLACK DUCK 


‘The darkest dabbling duck on the water looks almost black at a distance, 
with a paler head and foreneck. In flight the white wing linings contrast 
boldly with the dark body and wings. ‘The purplish blue speculum is 
bordered with black, and the posterior border often has a narrow white edge. 
It is as large as a Mallard. Into the 1940s this was the most abundant duck in 
eastern and central North America and was the most heavily hunted without | 
noticable decline in numbers. ‘Today it seems to be losing steadily to 

years of heavy hunting preasure and increasing 
displacement by Mallards. 


greenish bill with 

yellow black flecking @ 

brownish pale brownish we FEMALE 
black body eray head and f aN brownish black , 

foreneck IGF : body 


¢ SONG Typical female gives loud duck quack; male makes 
lower croak. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Dabbler. Very alert and wary; one of the quickest 


ducks into the air when disturbed, thrusting upward MaLLaRD Q 
energetically off water or land. Feeds in shallow water, taking Female lacks contrast 


mostly plant materials in winter and a variety of aquatic insects Pen oMncadaud 


; body; paler brown; 
In SumMmMcr. 


yellow-orange bill with 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Sometimes blackish mottling; 
hybridizes with Mallard. Ee sh oa 
ela Cc e 
¢ NESTING Incubation 23-33 days by female. Precocial young speculum bordered 
stay in nest 58-63 days. Fed by female. 1 brood per year. with a white front and 
ms F : ay : back; white tail. 
POPULATION Fairly common. 


¢ CONSERVATION Management warranted due to decline in 


numbers, which may be caused 
Flight Pattern 


by changes to its habitat and 
deforestation. Both of these 
circumstances seem to favor 
Mallards, which tend to replace 
Black Ducks where the two 
species coexist. 


Swift direct flight with strong wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -se 


Location | TN AA on 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat cue Ne 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shallow depression with plant material added ¢ lined with down ® on ground 


among clumps of dense vegetation * sometimes in raised situation, as on top of 


stump ® built by female ¢ 6-12 creamy white to greenish buff eggs. 


Weight 3.1 pounds 


Migration Migratory 
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Species 4 ys platyrhynchos Length 93 inches Wingspan 3(_40 inches 


One of the best-known yellow shiny green 
waterfowl in the world, the 2// head 
Mallard can be found 
almost anywhere shallow gray- Pa AE 
freshwater occurs. Some De brown Speculum with white 
even reside in salt et back borders 

collar 


2 curled-up black 
tail feathers 


marshes and bays. ‘The 

male is larger than the 

f | Ma purple- 
erate. Sealy : chestnut 
domesticated forms are breast 
entirely white with an 

orange bill, legs, and feet. 

¢ SONG Female makes 

loud quack-quack-quack, 

quack, quack-quack, white 
descending in scale. sides and 


white tail 


orange feet 


underparts and legs 
Male sounds double P ‘ 
note and low reedy Hed and MALE 
kwek-kwek-kwek. hie ae Be 
B es mottled bill 
2 
BEHAVIOR metallic blue- 
Generally found in violet speculum ECLIPSE 
shallow freshwater, with white borders MALE 


where it dabbles 
primarily for plant 

food, also taking insects, 
mollusks, and 


Similar Birds 


Female resembles many other 
female ducks, but blue speculum 


white 


tail 


crustaceans. Sometimes orange feet bordered white is unique. 
dives underwater. Walks and legs NORTHERN SHOVELER © 
well and often forages on Long dark bill; white 
shore in fields and woodlots. FEMALE Bicast, chestnut sides: 


@- COMMON MERGANSER fo) 
lB... nent Narrow red bill; puffy or 
crested head. 


Leaps directly into flight from 

water. Frequently hybridizes. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 26-30 days by female. Precocial young 
leave nest soon after hatching. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common to abundant. 

¢ FEEDERS Corn or grains. In city parks some are tame enough to 


be hand-fed by humans. 
Flight Pattern 


@ CONSERVATION One of the 


ducks harvested in greatest 
Swift direct flight with strong wing beats. 


numbers by waterfowl hunters. 
Nest Identification 


Prone to lead poisoning from 
Shape = => 


ingesting spent lead shot with 
Location “== Lu) = 


food from bottom ooze. 
Plumage Sexes differ Habitat sore i ft Migration Migratory Weight 24 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


@ Rep-preasrep 
my, ~\MERGANSER J 


Narrow red bill; puffy or 


crested head. 


Shallow pool of plant material gathered at the site, lined with down ® may be 
more than 1 mile from water, usually on ground among concealing vegetation 


> 


¢ built by female ¢ 5-14 greenish buff or grayish buff eggs, 2.3 inches long. 
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Famil¥ AN ATIDAE Species 4 nas discors Length 14-16 inches | Wingspan 2334 inches 


BLUE-WINGED TEAL 


One of the smallest ducks in North America travels great 
distances between breeding and wintering grounds, as 
much as 7,000 miles. Both sexes have a large pale blue 
patch on the forewings and a long metallic green 
speculum that is visible when wings are spread. Males in 
breeding colors have a gray-violet head bordered by a 
bold white facial crescent. 

¢ SONG In flight, the male often makes a high 
sibilant ssee/. The female makes wak 

quacking sound. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Very 
fast taking off 
from the water, 
this bird flies 
quickly and 
rapidly, often 


gray-violet 


head | 


white crescent 
on face 


MALE 


tawny brown 
body with dark 


twisting and Spotting 
turning in 

small compact 

flocks. Plants make white flank eo —__@ yellowish legs and feet 


up the bulk of its diet. patch 


Often forages in 
shallow waters. One of 
the earliest ducks to pale grayish 
migrate southward to OE 
wintering areas. More 
than 90 percent of 
population winters 
south of US border. 
‘Tame, often allowing 
close approach. 

¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. Solitary nester. 


brown body with dark 
chevron-shaped spots 


NORTHERN SHOVELER Q 
Much larger; spatulate bill. 
GREEN-WINGED TEAL  Q 
Larger bill; lacks white 
undertail coverts and blue 
osny SE forewing patch in flight. 
Fi Sad ik FEMALE 

¢ NESTING Incubation CINNAMON TEAL Q 
22-27 days by female. First flight at ee Longer bill; richer brown, 
35-49 days. Tended by female. 1 brood per year. Sib aaa age 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common in the East; uncommon in the 
West. Apparently stable. 

® CONSERVATION Most 
Blue-Winged ‘Teals winter 
south of US borders, so 
Latin American cooperation 
is needed to further 
conservation efforts, 


Flight Pattern 


Shallow depression with some grass or weeds added ¢ lined with down ® on 
ground in prairie, hayfield, or coastal meadow ¢ built by female ¢ 6-15 white, 

olive-white, dull white, or tinged olive eggs; ovate to elliptical ovate, 1.8 inches 
in diameter. 


Migration Migratory 


Weight 14.4 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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DATE TIME LOCATION 


Family ANATIDAE Species Anas clypeata Length 17_20 inches | Wingspan 27_33 inches 


NORTHERN SHOVELER 


No duck in North America has a bigger bill. The large, 
spatulate bill is longer than the head, giving the bird a 
front heavy look. In flight both sexes show large powder- d/ack head with 
blue patches on the forewing and a metallic green green gloss 
speculum. Both males and females have 
bright orange legs and feet. 


MALE 


large spoon-shaped 
black bill 


white tail & 
feathers (most) e— 


black undertail 
and uppertail 


COVETTS 


white flank spot a 


blue patch on orange legs rich chestn ut white breast 


folded wing and feet sides and belly 


ECLIPSE 
MALE 


grayish bill mottled brown 


mottled orange 


MALLARD 

Male has green head 
but has chestnut breast; 
white sides; lacks blue 


¢ SONG In patch on forewing 
courtship male ie ; : e female has smaller 
ee bill; lacks blue on fr 
utters guttural who, who, FEMALE i Use eee aes 
who or took, took, took. Female 
utters feeble quack and descending WACK-wack-wack-wa-wa. gy BLUE-WINGED TEAL 
: ; : : @® Smaller; shows pale 

¢ BEHAVIOR Frequently swims with head held low, bill partly Gis ea 

<a iNeed j j , ee blue forewing patch in 
submerged, straining water for small aquatic plants and animals W flight ¢ male has brown 
through the comblike teeth along sides of bill. Animals make up body; gray head; white 
approximately one-third of its diet. Swift flight into air by 2 ated Layee 

6 a ri ; . 5 " ioe ace; sme ack 

leaping off water. Rapid, sometimes darting, teal-like flight. Sane eon 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. overall; small black bill. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 21-27 days by female. Precocial young 
leave nest within a few hours of 


hatching. First flight at 
Flight Patt ; 
A 38-66 days. ‘Tended by female. 


1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common to 
abundant. Increasing due to wet 
conditions in breeding range. 


Strong direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification Partly filled with dried grasses and weeds @ lined with down ® close to water, 
generally in area of short grass, or far from water on high dry ground of 


prairies ¢ built by female ¢ 6-19 olive-buff or greenish gray eggs; elliptical, 


Shape -se <= Location yyy 


2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat yee core Migration Mipratory Welgn 1.4 pounds 
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Family ANATIDAE Species A nas acuta Length 21_29 inches 


NORTHERN PINTAIL 


No other North American duck has the body 
shape of a pintail, either on the water or in the 
air. It holds its long slender neck erect and its 
long pointed tail at an upward angle on 

the water. In flight pintails are long 
and slender with a white trailing 
edge on the inner wing. 
@ SONG Female’s low 
quacks more guttural 
than those of female 


chocolate head 
and hindneck 


greenish brown 
speculum with 
white line on 
trailing edge 


brownish 
gray back 


yellowish white 


Mallard. Male utters at rear ae Bs 
weak nasal geeee 2th 
: a 


long pointed 
jeathers at 
center of tail 


black uppertail 
and undertail 
COVETTS 


gray legs 
and feet 
and double-noted 


whistle, pruh or prripp. gray 
¢ BEHAVIOR Dabbling duck. Be 
Prefers shallows in freshwater, 
where it feeds primarily on 
vegetable material. Flocks of 
pintails have reputation of losing 
altitude rapidly, zigzagging in for 
a landing from considerable 
heights on wings that produce 

an audible “swish” and planing 
directly into a landing. Low- 
flying on breeding grounds, 
nesting individuals are sometimes 
killed by hitting utility wires and fences. 


Jong neck 


mottled 
brown 


FEMALE 


gray legs 
ee ee and feet 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 


e NESTING Incubation 22-25 days by female. Young leave nest 
within a few hours of hatching. First flight at 36-57 days. Young 
tended by female but find own food. 1 brood per year. 

e POPULATION Abundant in West; very common in East. 
Widespread and abundant, but 
some surveys show decline 
since 1960s. 

¢ CONSERVATION As with 
other dabbling ducks, lead shot 
ingested from bottom ooze 
often leads to death. 


Flight Pattern 


Direct flight with fast wing beats on long 
pointed wings. 


pointed brown tail 
not as long as that 


Male is distinctive ® female is 
somewhat similar to many other 
female dabbling ducks but the 
longer tail and longer neck make 


Wingspan 29_35 inches 


MALE 


gray 


WN, ie 
Jong white neck 
with white “finger” 
: extended upward 


behind face 


: white breast 
and underparts 


vermiculated gray 


sides and flanks 


of male 


ECLIPSE 
MALE 


it distinctive. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -ee- <= Location AAA 
Set 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat \ 


DATE TIME 


Lined with grasses, twigs, mosses, leaves, and added down ¢ on dry ground 


among short vegetation near water ¢ built by female ¢ 3-12 olive-green, olive- 


buff, or cream eggs; elliptical to subelliptical or long oval, 2.2 inches long. 


Migration Migratory 


LOCATION 


Weight 2.3 pounds 


BIRDS OF ‘THE MID-ATLANTIC e 89 


Family ANATIDAE Length 12-16 inches | Wingspan 29_25 inches 


(GREEN-WINGED TEAL 
dark glossy green patch from 


‘The smallest dabbling duck in North America, Ce ee ee 
the Green-winged ‘Teal is also one of the most border beloe 
agile and fastest on the wing. Small compact 

flocks of Green-winged ‘Teals often wheel and 

bank like Rock Doves in flight. Flying birds MALE 
show no pale wing patches but rather a 

metallic green speculum bordered in 
front with chestnut and behind 
with white. 

¢ SONG In courtship a 
KRICK-er¢ note, from 
which species name is 
derived; it has been 
likened to the voice 

of the Spring 

Peeper. Female 

makes a faint guack. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Forages 


rich chestnut 
head 


black bill 


vermiculated gray 


sides and back 


buff-white 
breast with 
dark spotting 


ea yellowish 
in shallows by tipping undertail coverts vertical white 

mille ; bar separates 
up. Walks casily on | gray legs ee he, 
land. Feeds in fields, and feet ; 


wood lots, and 
agricultural areas. 
Primarily feeds on 
vegetable materials. 
¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous with 
forced extra pair 
copulation. 

Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING 
Incubation whitish 
20-24 days by female. 2/4) 
First flight at about 

34 days. Precocial young 

are tended by female but 
find their own food. 


Flight Pattern 


Swift, sometimes erratic, direct flight. 


Nest Identification Grass, twigs, feathers, and leaves ¢ lined with down ¢ usually among grasses 
and weeds of meadows, sometimes in open woodlands or brush within 200 feet 


of water @ built by female ¢ 6-18 cream, light olive, buff, or dull white eggs; 
elliptical to subelliptical, 1.8 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes differ sas ix Migration Migratory WelgMt 12.8 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


dusky brown body with 
buff mottling 


EURASIAN 
RACE MALE 


BLUE-WINGED ‘TEAL 

In flight shows white 
belly and pale blue 
forewing patches 

e female has longer bill. 
white undertail CINNAMON TEAL 
coverts with %. emale is darker brown 
brown mottling = = with longer bill. 


FEMALE 


e POPULATION Common. 
Increasing. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to ingesting spent 
lead shot from bottom mud 
while feeding. 


Shape “** Location xx | 
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Length 19_24 inches 


Species 4 yy valisineria 


CANVASBACK 


A sloping profile from the front of its crown to the tip of its long 
dark bill distinguishes this bird. It is one of the largest and 
heaviest ducks in North America. At a distance the male 
appears white with a black rear and breast. ‘The long 
neck and head are rich rust-red. ‘The female is grayer 
with a rusty tint to the neck and head. 


sloping profile 


e SONG Male makes grunt or croak; female 
makes quack. 

¢ BEHAVIOR A wary species that 

often rafts well away from the 

shoreline. Flies high, 

frequently in gcse 
formations. 


long dark bill 
MALE 


rust-red neck 
and head 


» black breast 


Aer 


black tail and 


undertail coverts whitish sides 


and back 


rusty head FEMALE 


rrayish back 
and neck Bi. 


and sides 


Dives deeply 
to feed on 
aquatic 
vegetation and 
mollusks. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 23-29 days by female. First flight at 
about 56-60 days. Tended by female. 1 brood per year. 


Similar Birds 


A». REDHEAD 
pl Lacks sloping profile 
oe 


e male has grayer 


O 
ee es jectelte ay 
’ sides @ female is 
darker brown overall. 


¢ POPULATION Common to uncommon but local. Declining 
for some time, but has dropped drastically in recent years 
because of drought and drainage of marshes where they breed. 
Currently stable. 

Flight Pattern ¢ (CONSERVATION Nesting 
habitat loss primarily blamed for 
decline. Releases from hunting 
pressures and development of 
nesting habitats may have 


Strong direct flight with rapid wing beats. stabilized populations. 
Flies in straight line or V formation. 


Nest Identification 


Dead vegetation lined with down ® in marsh in stands of vegetation above 


shallow water; sometimes on dry ground © built by female ¢ 7-12 grayish or 


greenish olive eggs, 2.4 inches in diameter. 


Shape <=> gy Qy Location gex An 


Habitat \.. Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


PMee? Sexes ditter meet 2 


.8 pounds 
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Family ANATIDAE Species Ayrpya americana | L©"8M 18-22 inches | Wingspan 29_35 inches 


REDHEAD 


A diving duck of freshwater marshes in summer, this bird congregates 

in large numbers on marine bays, estuaries, and big lakes in winter. 

The male’s golden yellow eye is the most striking of North 

American waterfowl. In flight both sexes show a broad gray trailing = "ound rufous- 
edge to the wing. aay 


¢ SONG Silent most of year. During courtship male utters 
mewing sounds, whee-ough or keyair. Also makes low trilling 
rrrvrr. Female has grating squak. 

e¢ BEHAVIOR Diving duck. Crepuscular activities, 

including flight and feeding. Some feeding at night. 


smoky gray 
upperparts and 


sides 


black upper and lower 
tail coverts 


black 
breast 


blue-gray bill with black tip e 


ore: and white subterminal ring 
pale at base of bill 
and on chin ree ; 
Primary diet Similar Birds 
of aquatic rounded head 


© CANVASBACK 
< Male is whiter on sides and 


back; longer all-dark bill; 
me sloping profile. 


6 GREATER SCAUP 


LESSER SCAUP 
fe) 7 Pale color on wings of 


Pa female does not extend to 


4% Q primaries. 


@_ RING-NECKED Duck 
Female has peaked head. 


vegetation. 
Female appears 
to take initiative 
in courtship, often 
chasing males. 

¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. FEMALE 

Brood parasite. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 23-29 days by female. Young leave nest 
about 1 day after hatching. First flight at 56-73 days. Young 
tended by female but find own food. 1 brood per year. 

| © POPULATION Locally common. Declining in East. Far fewer 


than historical levels. Decrease 
Flight Pattern 


due to loss of nesting habitat to 
agriculture, draining of 
wetlands, and drought. 

© CONSERVATION Strictly 
regulated with hunting bag 
limits; some regions have no 
harvesting. 


Rapid direct flight with strong wing beats. 
Flies in V formation. 


Nest Identification Dead vegetation and down anchored to standing growth ¢ on bed of reeds and 

cattails connected to vegetation or set in thick marsh grasses above water ¢ built 
; by female ¢ 9-14 pale olive, buff, or dull white eggs, 2.4 inches long ¢ number of 

Shape p22. g Location yyy Ail eggs hard to determine because Females lav eggs in nests of other Redheads. 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration Migratory Weight 2.6 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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FamilY ANATIDAE Species 4 yrhya collaris 


Wingspan 24_3() inches 


Length {4-18 inches 


aa ioe a Pie ee tree sy ae te ey er On SEE peaked black 
I his puffy headed diving duck with a peaked crown Pp ke 
prefers small freshwater ponds, wooded lakes, and purplish gloss 
swamps. On water the male appears dark with whitish 
gray sides separated from the black breast by a white 
crescent that is clearly discernible at a distance. Both 
sexes have a white ring on the bill, white bellies, 


blue-gray bill 
with black tip 


bluish gray legs and feet, and show a gray MALE and broad white 
wing stripe in flight. The cinnamon ring subterminal 

z : cet ; ring 
at the base of the neck, which gives pale gray sides e 


the duck its name, is a poor field 
mark, seen only at close 
range in good light. 


and flanks 


black tail 
and back 


“blat & breast 
and neck 
e SONG 


Generally peaked head 
silent. Male 

makes a faint 
wheezy whistle; 
female makes 

harsh deeeer. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 
Swims lightly with 
head up. Excellent 
diver. Aquatic plants 
more than 80 percent of 

diet. Feeds on bottom as deep as 40 feet below surface. 


white eye ring and 
thin postocular stripe 


Gr GREATER SCAUP 

LESSER SCAUP 

White wing stripe 

Q ¢ male has gray back 
2: ¢ female has white 

Gi 


ring around bill. 


= Rene, 


pale face at base of bill, 
chin, and throat 


TUFTED DUCK 
Males have white 


flanks ¢ head rounded 


= with tuft on back of 
crown; both sexes lack 
broad white band on 
= 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. bill * female lacks 


¢ NESTING Incubation 25-29 days by female. Young leave nest pale eye line; has 
in 12-24 hours. First flight after 49-56 days. Young tended by 
female but find own food. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common and widespread. 
Stable or increasing. 

¢ CONSERVATION As with 
other ducks that feed on the 
bottom, may ingest lead shot 


shorter tuft on crown. 


Direct flight with rapid wing beats in 


; and be susceptible to lead 
loose flocks. : : 
poisoning, 


Grasses, sedges, and weeds ¢ lined with down and marsh plants * on dry 


Nest Identification 


hammock, clump of brush, or floating mat of \ egetation, close to open 


water or just above water in marsh border of pond or slough ® built by 
female ¢ 6-14 olive, gray, olive-brown, or green-buff eggs; elliptical to oval, 


Shape pg 2. «gy Location yyy ABA 


2.3 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat ye soe Migration Migratory 


DATE _ TIME LOCATION 


Weight 1.6 pounds 
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Specles Ayehya marila Length 15-20 inches | W'"8sPan 30_34 inches 


(GREATER SCAUP 


Breeding farther north than related species, this large Swuinted Wiaee heae 
diving duck prefers ponds and lakes in summer. It with greenish gloss 


winters primarily along the coast, often in floating 

flocks or “rafts” of tens of thousands. The color of 

the gloss on the male’s head usually greenish. From 

a distance on the water males appear black in front, 

white in the middle, and black behind. In flight MALE 
the white wing stripe extends onto the primaries. 


blue-gray 


bill 


¢ SONG Usually quiet. Common note is 
loud scaup. Courting males make soft 
whistled week-week-whew; female 

makes: low f#arrrr. 


finely barred gray 
flanks and back 


black neck 
and breast 


black tail 
and tail coverts 


white sides 
and belly 


© BEHAVIOR Diving ite 

duck. Often winters in around 

huge flocks. Dives to 20 face at 
4 e base of 

feet below surface to feed gi © 

on variety of insects, plants, 

and vertebrates in summer. 

Diet at sea primarily mollusks 


and vegetable matter. 


Coe Z 


dark brown ont 
upperparts JUVENILE 


LESSER SCAUP 


white . 
iss Smaller ¢ male has 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. belly 
May nest in colonies. , 
¢ NESTING Incubation 

24-28 days by female. Precocial 
young led to water shortly after 
hatching. First flight at 35-42 days. 
Young tended by female but find own food. 1 brood per year. 


e POPULATION Common to 
Flight Pattern 


grayer sides; more 


pointed head with 
gray legs 


) usually purplish gloss 
and feet 


¢ females similar; white 
FEMALE ,~ on wing does not 
extend onto primaries. 


uncommon. Abundant in 
winter, with most individuals 
wintering along seacoasts. 

¢ CONSERVATION Heavy 
winter concentrations in 
coastal bays may be vulnerable 
to oil spills and other pollution. 


Direct flight with strong rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -ee 2. Location yyy 22. 


Lined with dead plant material and down @ usually very close to water on an 
island, shoreline, or mats of floating vegetation ® built by female ¢ 5-11 dark 


Weight 2.1 pounds 


olive-buff eggs, 2.5 inches long. 


Plumage Cexes differ Habitat ws San Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Wingspan 24 33 inches 


Family ANATIDAE Species Ayihya affinis 


Length 4518 inches 


LESSER SCAUP 

Like the very similar Greater Scaup, at a distance the male gid 
appears dark in front, white in the middle, and dark behind. — pyrp/e gloss 
The Lesser Scaup has a more pointed head. The gloss on 
the male’s head is usually purplish. In flight the white 
wing stripe confined to the secondaries. he Lesser 
Scaup is more commonly seen inland in winter than 

the Greater Scaup and is perhaps the most abundant 
diving duck in North America. 
e SONG Courting males 
utter low, whistled 
whew. Females 
make odd 


MALE 


medium gray barring on 
back and flanks 
bluish gray 


bill 


black tail 
and tail 
COVETTS 


black breast 


white at base 


of bill and neck 


rattling purr, 

bwuh-h-h-h. 

e BEHAVIOR Diving 
duck. Behavior similar 
to closely related 
Greater Scaup. Diet 
varies with habitat but 
fairly evenly distributed 
between plant and 
animal materials. 


dark brown head, neck, 
breast, and upperparts 


mottled brown sides 


GREATER SCAUP 
Larger; white wing 


FEMALE 


—_ 3 Pee stripe extends through 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. secondaries and onto 
Q primaries ¢ male has 


¢ NESTING Incubation 21-28 days by female. Precocial young 
Z whiter sides; more 


leave nest shortly after hatching. First flight after 45-50 days. 


; : : . rounded head. 
Young tended by female but find own food. 


¢ POPULATION Common. Slight decrease in 20th century. 

¢ CONSERVATION Deaths due 
Flight Pattern to fishing nets and lines may be 
significant. Like many other 
waterfowl, ingests lead shot on 
bottom while feeding, often 
resulting in death. Increased 
Swift direct flight with strong wing beats. use of steel shot intended to 
eliminate this. 


Saal 


Nest Identification 


Addition of some grasses @ lined with down ¢ on dry land close to water, often 
on islands, in tall prairie grass @ built by female * 6-i5 olive or olive-buff eggs; 


Weight 1.9 pounds 


Shape -ee Location yxy | elliptical to nearly oval, 2.3 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat v5 Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC e 95 


Family ANATIDAE Species Somareria spectabilis | “eth 18-25 inches | Wingspan 35_40 inches 


KING EIDER 


In its breeding plumage, the male of this chunky sea duck is 
spectacular. It appears black above and behind, and white 


blue-gray 


in front, with a large blue-gray cap, greenish cheeks, and a crown, back of 
large orange knob at the base of the bill. In flight it head, and nape 
appears mostly black and white with a black ei _ large orange 


basal knob 


back and large white wing patches. cheeks 1 KN 
outlined in black 


¢ SONG During courtship male MALE 
makes soft dovelike cooing in 
threes, wrrr-urrr-URR! 


red- 
orange 


bill 


creamy 


black tail é 
: white to 


and rum ; 

p white 
breast, 
neck, and 

: hin 
white : 
Fark Spot concave slp eo a 

of dark bill : 2 : 


to head FEMALE 


Female makes low 
kuck or kwack; also 
guttural croaking, 

§aS, SAS, SAg. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Often 
fly in big flocks : 
abreast, not one behind wil 

the other. Favors rocky CAL Neston Gan. BI¢K cap; white 


shores and reefs. Dives TUJOUS- ett < back ¢ female has 
to depths of 180 feet to brpten body) — SCE Gnd Hanks : sloping profile and 


: : barred sides. 
feed on mollusks and crustaceans, its primary food. 


ECLIPSE JUVENILE 
MALE 


fA COMMON EIDER 


ct $ : SPECTACLED EIDER 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Black Wrease and 


¢ NESTING Incubation 22-24 days by female. Precocial young spectacles; white 
leave nest shortly after hatching. First flight at 30-50 days. ' back * female has 
Young tended by female but find own food. 1 brood per year. meeeceelss. 
¢ POPULATION Common to abundant in breeding range. 
Uncommon in winter in south 
Flight Pattern Alaska, Great Lakes, or New 
York, but wintering population 
in Great Lakes is increasing. 
Abundant in its remote 
northern range. Population 
Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. totals several million. Casual 
Flies in straight line formation. on East and West Coasts. 


Nest Identification Lined with bits of plant material and large amounts of down ® on raised dry 


ground not far from water @ built by female ® 3-7 olive, buff, or pale olive eggs; 


Tt yi+xyt+- 


Shape -ee <=> LOCcatiON cm yxy 2.7 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration Migratory Weight 3.7 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family AN ATIDAE Species Gomateria mollissima | “e°éth 23-27 inches | Wingspan 3542 inches 


COMMON EIDER 
‘The largest sea duck is best known for the female’s soft down, 
used for its softness and insulation in pillows, comforters, rate ce 

: : + ; : white head with 
sleeping bags and jackets. Eiders use the down to line their black cap 
nests. Rather than killing the eider, humans have learned to 
take the down a few days after the young leave the nest. ‘To 
make a pound requires down from 35-40 nests. Juveniles 
are similar to females. Western females are duller 
brown; western males have a yellow- 
orange bill, and most 


feathers extend 


@ along side of bill 


gray to green 
bill turns 
yellow-orange 
@ (7 summer 


>» 


white back 
EASTERN 


SS 


black tail 


2 pale 
green patches 
on back of 
head 


have a narrow 
black V on the 


throat. sloping 
profile 


black sides 


feathers 


© SONG Male extend along light brown with 3CLIPSE 
makes pigeonlike side of bill heavy dark brown ie peers 


barring MALE 


cooo or hoarse kor-er- 
korkorr-kor;, also 
moans. Female 
makes hoarse 
quacking sound. 
Silent in winter. 
© BEHAVIOR Feeds at low tide by day. Dives only 33-60 feet 
deep. Uses wings to swim underwater and can fly straight out of 
water. Breaks shellfish shells with gizzard. 


KING EIDER 
Male has black back; 
EASTERN blue-gray crown; lacks 
FEMALE sloping profile ¢ female 
has chevron pattern and 


lacks sloping profile. 
a SPECTACLED EIDER 


Male has large white 
“sogeles” with black 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Nests in colonies. border ¢ female has 


e NESTING Incubation 25-30 days by female. Young led to pale brown “goggles.” 
water by female after hatching. Female feeds young with help 
of another female. First flight at about 56 days. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Abundant to 
Flight Pattern common; somewhat local. 
© CONSERVATION Local 
populations vulnerable to oil 
spills and other forms of 
pollution. Females still pursued 
Rapid direct flight, often low over water. for valuable down. Heavily 


hunted in the Arctic. 
Nest Identification 


Shape -ee <—> Location yyy gy a 


On bed of twigs, mosses, grass, and seaweed with large amounts of female down 
used for lining and wrapped around and under nest ¢ sheltered by rocks or 


plants on ground ¢ built by female ¢ 3-5 light olive, brownish olive, or gray-olive 


eggs, 3 inches long. 


Flumege Sexes differ aM ats Weight 4.9 pounds 


ices Migration Some migrate 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE Species Histrionicus histrionicus | “M8 15_21 inches | Wi"éspan 24 28 inches 


HARLEQUIN DUCK 
white triangle extends 


The male of this small diving duck appears Sa leroy ite 

entirely dark from a distance, but at close range bordering black crown 

the plumage consists of a wild pattern of bold 

white and black crescents, lines, and spots. 

Females are dark grayish brown with white spot and 

stubby bills and three white spots on LEAD 
: : on back of head 

each side of the face. Juveniles are 

similar to females. 

e SONG Usually silent. In courtship 

male gives mouselike squeak. Both 

sexes have low croaking calls. 


short bluish 
black bill 


long pointed 


black tail numerous 


white lines 
on body 

¢ BEHAVIOR 
Favors fast- 
flowing mountain Vinee hile 
streams or isolated @ spots on head 
pools during 
breeding season. 
Found along rocky 
turbulent seacoasts 
in winter. Dives 

for food, swimming 
underwater using 
both wings and feet. 
May walk on bottom 
of mountain stream FEMALE 

with head down feeding on aquatic 

insects. Mollusks and crustaceans form bulk of winter diet. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

e NESTING Incubation 27-30 days by female. Young leave nest 
shortly after hatching. First flight at 35-42 days. Young tended 

by female but find own food. 
1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in 
the West; uncommon in the 
East. Stable in the Northwest, 
but has declined there during 
the past century. 


rich chestnut sides 


dark brownish 
gray overall 


Male is unmistakable. 
BUFFLEHEAD Q 

Smaller ¢ female has 
single white spot on 


Flight Pattern 


Rapid direct flight, often low over water. 


Nest Identification Grasses, twigs, and weeds lined with down ® on ground close to water, 


well hidden among rocks, under brush, or in hollow tree ¢ built by female 


Shape -ee Location dam yy. e 3-10) pale buff or cream eggs, 2.3 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat ran Migration Migratory Weight 1.5 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE 


Species We/anitta perspicillata | +P 17-21 inches 


Wingspan 3036 inches 


SURF SCOTER white patch 


on forehead 


‘The male’s black-and-white head pattern has 
given it the nickname “skunk head.” ‘The bill 
of both sexes is swollen at its base, and that of 
the male is a bright combination of red, orange, 
black, and white. The bill and forehead form a 
slope similar to that of the Canvasback. In flight 
the wings are dark and have no pattern. 


while eye 


sloping 


profile 


~~ 


6 multicolored 
bill 


@ SONG Usually silent but sometimes makes 

low throaty notes. During courtship male Be ae, 
whistles and has gurgling call. nape 

¢ BEHAVIOR Very common along the coasts 

in winter, where it often feeds beyond the 


black body 


2 whitish patches on 


side of head 


swollen greenish 
black bill © pale whitish 


patch on nape dusky brown body 


surf line by diving 
for food, primarily 
mollusks and 

crustaceans. Occurs 1n 


Similar Birds 


WHITE-WINGED Q 


rafts offshore with other OEE ; 

a I ; Female has white 
ER, 3 RS os [ oO p= m4 . 

ye) scoters. JON strings FE EMALE wing patch. 

of scoters may be seen as eo) 

tl le el : : BLACK SCOTER 

rey move along the coast in winter. our Tracked pacteus 

e BREEDING Monogamous. e ¢ female has pale face 
eee d : 7 : and foreneck. 

¢ NESTING Incubation by female. Precocial young leave nest 


shortly after hatching. First flight within 55 days. Fed by female. 

1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common to 
abundant. May have declined, 
but now stable and numerous. 
Declining in the West; the 
cause is unknown, but hunting 


Flight Pattern 


4 


Rapid direct flight with strong wing beats. isa possibility. 


Flies in straight line formation. 


Nest Identification 


Lined with down and weeds ® on ground, often some distance from water, and 


well hidden under low tree branches or grass clumps ¢ built by female ¢ 5-8 pale 
Shape -ee- <=> Location mmm xxx J, | buff, pinkish, or buff-white eggs, 2.4 inches long. 
UMaBe Seyes differ Habitat mr re coz | Migration Mioratory Weight 2.2 pounds 


DATE a TIME : __ LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE Species Welanitta fusca Length 19_24 inches | Wingspan 3341 inches 


WHITE-WINGED SCOTER 


The largest of the scoters is the only one with a white 
speculum, which is seen easily in flight but may show white “swish” 
as a white patch in the folded wing or be concealed. pa ae 
Scoters may fly in bunched flocks, long lines, or V through eye 
formations. Winter duck hunters along the Atlantic 
Coast discovered that when these ducks were flying 
too high overhead or too distant to shoot, they often 
would come closer when shouted at loudly. 


brownish 
black wash on 
white speculum may body MALE sides 


ShO® as patch in 
folded wing 


red, white, 
black, and 
orange bill 
with black 


knob at base 


brownish gray 2 indistinct white 
Spots on face 


bill with small 


knob at base 


sooty brown body 


Similar Birds 


SURF SCOTER 
oO Lacks white wing 
i patches ¢ male has 
white forehead and 
patch on back of neck 


“Gem, ¢ female has 2 white 


patches on sides of face. 


fon BLACK SCOTER 
a Lacks white wing 
ie "patches ¢ male has solid 
black head ¢ female has 


whitish-brown cheeks, 
chin, throat, and sides 


of neck. 


¢ SONG Both 
sexes utter 
whistle note in 
courtship; hoarse 
croak. In flight 
produces 6-8 bell- FEMALE 

like notes. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Dives to depths of 40 feet. Feeds primarily on 
shellfish, which it swallows whole and breaks up with grinding 
action of powerful gizzard. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 25-31 days by female. First flight at 
63-75 days. ‘lended by female. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common to 

Flight Pattern abundant. Perhaps the most 
common scoter. 
¢ CONSERVATION Sea ducks 
are vulnerable to pollution of 
wintering habitats and oil spills 
close to coasts. 


Direct flight with steady wing beats that 


sometimes seem heavy and labored. Flies 


in straight line or V formation. 


Nest Identification 


ocher, pinkish, or creamy buff eggs; nearly elliptical, 2.6 inches long. 
Shape -ee Location yyy a sa ao 2 


Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat mee aaa Migration Migratory WelEM 2:9 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Lined with leaves, sticks, and down ® on ground ¢ built by female ¢ 5-17 light 
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Family ANATIDAE Species Yelanitta nigra Length 17_21 inches | Wi"sPan 30-35 inches 


BLACK SCOTER 
One of the large sea ducks, most birds of this species are 
seen on wintering grounds along both coasts. The male 
is the only all-black duck in North America. In flight 
both sexes show a silvery gray sheen on the flight 
feathers that contrasts with the black linings of 

the underwings. Wings make a whistling sound 

in flight. Males often winter further north 

than females, keeping in tight-knit flocks 

on the water. Adult males have all-black 
brownish black feet and legs. DUES 


@ ye/low-orange 


knob on black bill 


MALE 


sooty brown cap dark bill 
@ SONG Usually silent. center line to 
Male’s melancholy hindneck and body 
mellow cour-/oo thought 
by some to be the most 
musical duck call. In 
courtship male 
whistles; female has 
abrasive cour-/oo. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Diving 
duck. Usually feeds in 
shallower more protected 
waters about 25 feet deep. 
Primary diet 1s mollusks. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
e NESTING Incubation 27-28 days by female. Precocial young; 
first flight at about 46 days. Female tends young but leaves after 
7-21 days. 1 brood per year. 
Flight Pattern e POPULATION Common to 
fairly common; casual to 
uncommon in the winter 1n 
interior. Declining. 
©¢ CONSERVATION Vulnerable 


Strong direct flight with rapid wing beats. to coastal oil spills 
Flies in straight line and V formation. 


pale brownish 
gray cheeks, sides of 
head, and foreneck 


brownish black Similar Birds 
legs and feet 


WHITE-WINGED SCOTER 
SURF SCOTER 


FEMALE 


Both sexes show white 
patches on head in all 
plumages. 


Coarse grass ® lined with feathers ¢ on ground hidden in standing grass or 


under shrub ¢ built by female ¢ 5-8 buff to pink-buff eggs; elliptical to oval, 


Shape we <> Location pa a4 a Z.9°x le7 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat 


Weight 2 4 pounds 


Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Length 15_22 inches _ | Wingspan 2631 inches 


| Species Clangula hyemalis 


Family ANATIDAE 


LONG-TAILED DUCK 


Both the genus name and the former common name of 
Oldsquaw refer to the almost continuous chatter of this pale face 
long-tailed sea duck. It is the only duck that undergoes patch 
two complete brilliant molts annually, plus an eclipse 
plumage. Winter males have a mostly white body with 
brownish black patches on the face, breast, and back, 
and a long black tail. Winter females appear similar 
but have a paler head. In flight both sexes show 
uniform dark wings without markings. 


brownish ebb 
as ") 
MALE black overall black bill 
long black tail a pinkish 


white sides 


pepe . and flanks 

whitish postocular stripe 

OISONG Melodious onze: curves behind ear to neck 

owdle-ow calls that may be dark 

heard for a mile. Noisy at all UP DEIPaTEs 

Anan nS é stubby 

seasons. ay 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. yp 


This duck dives frequently and 
has been caught in fishermen’s 
nets at 200 feet. Breeds on 
freshwater pools in tundra, but FEMALE 
winters on very large lakes and ocean. Often 

flies close to water in tight bunched flocks. 


WINTER 


white 
pore PLUMAGE 


underparts 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. NORTHERN PINTAIL CO 
¢ NESTING Incubation 24-29 days by female. Precocial young “Zs Lacks face patches; 
leave nest shortly after hatching. First flight at 35-40 days. 
Young tended by female and frequently by an extra female but 
find own food. 1 brood per year. 


greenish brown 
speculum; never pied. 


© POPULATION Abundant; 
numbers in the millions. 

@ CONSERVATION Dense 
concentrations vulnerable to oil 
spills and other pollution of 
northern seas. Large numbers 
Swift direct flight often with erratic side- sometimes caught and drowned 
to-side turns of body. in fishing nets. 


| ae i a eae ; 
Nest Identification — : ; 
oD ESET Acne ntifi Cieattes: Lined with available plant material and large amount of down ¢ on dry ground 
close to water, partially hidden under low vegetation or rocks ¢ built by female 


Shape -ee <=> Location Lis e 5-11 olive-buff, greenish yellow, or olive-gray eggs; 2.1 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat soe Ne wes | Mieration Migratory Weight 2.1 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE Species Burephala albeola | ‘°°€ 13-16 inches Wingspan 2024 inches 


BUFFLEHEAD 
The name of this large-headed duck, which means buffalo-headed or ox-headed, 
belies the Bufflehead’s agility in flying, swimming, and diving. It is the smallest 
diving duck, but it is one of the best divers. In flight 
the male’s pink legs and feet are bright against white leprae F 
underparts, and a white patch crosses the entire patch from . : 
inner wing; female shows white in the secondaries eye 10 

only. These birds nest only in North America. BGG 

¢ SONG Squeaky whistle and low 
squealing or growling call. 


large dark 
head with 


green 10 
purple gloss 


in good light 


black back 


In courtship 
makes loud 
grating or 
chattering noise. a 
Female has a harsh quack, ear ne he 

ec-ec-ec and buzzy cuc-cuc-cUuc. MALE OSI ETE 
¢ BEHAVIOR Can take off body — aris 
directly from water unlike other 
diving ducks. Uses feet to 
swim underwater. Dives in 
eroups for safety, leaving 
“lookouts” on surface. Eats ¢ 
aquatic insects, larvac, 
snails, small fish, and 
aquatic plant seeds. On 
saltwater eats shrimp and 
other crustaceans, shellfish, 


small white cheek patch 


gray-brown body 


Similar Birds 


HooDED MERGANSER OW 


Larger; brown sides: 


FEMALE spikelike bill; large crest 
and snails. Male performs head- eit? hat can be fanned or 
bobbing display in courtship. underparts owered. 

. “A 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. aa Duck © 
Roe 4 ; i 2 Ay inter male resembles 
¢ NESTING Incubation 28-33 days by female. Precocial young a Meanie ere 
leave nest by jumping out of tree cavity within 1 day of “y * longer bill and tail; 
hatching. Tended by female. First flight at 50-55 days. 1 brood arge white cheek patch. 


per year. 


Flight Pattern 


¢ POPULATION Common but 
has declined. 

e¢ BIRDHOUSES Will use nest 
boxes located near water. 

© CONSERVATION Much less 
numerous now due to 

Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. unrestricted shooting in the 20th 


century and loss of habitat. 


Nest Identification 


No material added to nest ® will use wooden box placed in tree * 8-10 ivory- 


yellow, light olive-buff, or cream to pale buff eggs; elliptical to oval in shape, 


Shape Py Location na & b> ii 2 x 1.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat ross Migration Migratory Weight 1 pound 


DATE _—_, TIME LOCATION 
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Species "Bacephala clangula | +©"8 16-20 inches | Win8sPan 25_32 inches 


COMMON GOLDENEYE 


In flight, on its whistling wings, the male shows more white black head with 
plumage than any other North American duck except for the —_g7een gloss 
Common Merganser. Both sexes exhibit large white wing 
patches in flight. The small tight flocks often fly high. 


¢ SONG During courtship male has 

erating 2¢e—zece or xee-xee-ar, resembling black back 
call of Common Nighthawk. Female 
has abrasive low quack. 


white oval 
spot in front of 
golden eye 


mostly 
white body 


chocolate 
brown head 


we yellow legs 


brownish gray and feet 
body 


yellowish 
white eye 


FEMALE JUVENILE 


BARROWS GOLDENEYE 
io Male has white crescent 


yor in front of eye; black 
a. head with purplish 


gloss; black of back 


blackish bill with 
yellow-orange tip 


white patch 


white collar 
- on folded wing 


extends farther down on 


sides; smaller white 
wing patch in flight 
Q  ¢ female has more 


Piss. triangular head with 
Psi § 


more sloping forehead; 


¢ BEHAVIOR Male makes spectacular courtship display, 
throwing its head so that its neck contorts back to rump. Dives 
to 20 feet to forage for mollusks, crustaceans, insects, and 
aquatic plants. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

e NESTING Incubation 28-32 days by female. Precocial young 


may stay in nest 1—2 days. First 
Flight Pattern 


longer bill with yellow 
only at tip. 


flight at 56-62 days. Young 
tended by female but feed 
themselves. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common. 
Presently stable. 

¢ BIRDHOUSES Will utilize 
nest boxes. 


Swift direct flight with fast wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Shape By ii elliptical to oval, 1 inch long. 
Location na i bs ii 
i, ae 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat ses Ney Migration Migratory Weight 2.2 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Lined with down ¢ built by female ¢ 5-19 clear pale green or gray-green eggs; 
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Family ANATIDAE Species 7 pphodytes cucullatus | +°8t 16-19 inches | WIMESP8" 2426 inches 


HoOODED MERGANSER 
The smallest native North American merganser has the largest crest. 
The male’s crest is a vertical white fan bordered with black that can 

be raised and lowered during display. When the crest 1s folded, 

the head appears puffy. Flying birds of both sexes show a 
white wing patch on the secondaries. On water the male’s 
white breast broken by two black lines in front of the 
chestnut sides serves as a good field mark. 


white fan crest 


black head 
@ SONG Hoarse grunts and chatters. Displaying 
male gives rolling froglike errvrooo0o; sometimes 
utters hollow pop. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Male raises and lowers 

crest frequently in display. 
Excellent diver. 


blackish 
bill 


MALE 


——e black 
neck 


black tail 


and back 


Uses both 


dull brownish 


: ee white breast 
wings and feet cray head loose rusty crest DEES SACLE ite Black 
re bars 


to swim swiftly 
underwater. Thin, 
serrated bill is 
adapted for taking 
fish, but also feeds 
on crustaceans, 
aquatic insects, 
other animals, and 
plants. Flies quickly 
into the air off water. 


dull brownish gray body 
with blackish back 


Similar Birds 


a2 RED-BREASTED 
— MERGANSER © 
COMMON 


am MERGANSER CO 
Red bill; paler and 


@ dark bill with yellowish FEMALE 
lower mandible 
grayer; larger. 


: nn | BUFFLEHEAD 


2 Lacks chestnut sides. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

e NESTING Incubation 26-41 days by female. Young leave nest 
within 24 hours of hatching. First flight at about 71 days. Young 
tended by female but find own 
food. 1 brood per year. 

e POPULATION After past 
decline, now increasing because 
of nest boxes, including those 
intended for Wood Ducks. 


e BIRDHOUSES Will nest in 
artificial boxes. 


Rapid direct flight with fast wing beats. 
Flies silently and swiftly. 


Nest Identification 


Wood chips with debris in bottom @ 15-20 feet off ground ¢ built by female 


¢ 6-18 white eggs, almost spherical; 2.1 inches long. 


Weight 1.5 pounds 


Shape Py ig Location ee Dy ROR 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE Species Vergus merganser |*©"8t0 2227 inches | Wingspan 31_37 inches 


COMMON MERGANSER 


‘The Common Merganser is the largest merganser in 


North America. ‘The male’s mostly white body, dark blackish green 
head, and red bill easily distinguish it from the other head with 


puffy nape 


mergansers at a distances or in flight. This is the only 

merganser in North America in which the female is 

crested and the male ts not. Bae 
e SONG Male makes harsh croaks; female makes back 
loud harsh karr karr. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Expert diver pursues eee 
small fish under water. Also 
feeds on mollusks, 


slender 
red bill 


os 


white body 


crustaceans, aquatic 
insects, and some 
plants. In winter 
often stays as far 
north as open water 
will allow. Patters 
across water or land 
to build up speed 
for takeoff. Often 
flies low following 
stream Courses. 
¢ BREEDING clean separation between 
Monogamous. Solitary nester. chestnut neck and white 
e NESTING Incubation breast and underparts 
28-35 days by female. Young 
remain in nest 1 day or more. First flight at 65—70 days. Young 
tended by female but find own food. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common. Stable in US; may be increasing 
in Europe. 
Flight Pattern =———*|-: & BIRDHOUSES Will use 
——— ae | man-made nest boxes. 


chestnut head with 
short rageed crest 


FEMALE 


gray body 


white 
chin 


Similar Birds 


RED-BREASTED 


~~ MERGANSER 


Male has crest; streaked 


Q reddish breast; gray 
p ed sides ¢ female has white 
V.. 


chin and foreneck. 


¢ CONSERVATION Some 
fishermen feel it competes for 
their catches and try to kill 


Direct flight with rapid wing beats and hak Cee eas 
bill, head, body, and tail held in indiscriminately. 
straight line. 


|: Wiiticte daorenctens & a lb ne 
Rallis clNese Identification = =— eR 
si Wood chips or debris ¢ lined with down, weeds, grasses, and rootlets 
Shape By ad i Abandoned nests © near water in large tree cavity or in rock crevices or holes ¢ built by female 


¢ 6-17 light buff or ivory-yellow eggs, 2.6 inches in diameter. 
Location bial ary. hi ae 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration Migratory Weight 3.8 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE Specles Mergus serrator Length 16-26 inches | “/928P4" 3135 inches 


RED-BREASTED MERGANSER 


ee , : blackish 
One of the fastest flying ducks, this species has been ees 
clocked at 100 mph. In flight males show a large white green ploss 
square on the inner wing; females have white Kab 


crest 


secondaries only. Both sexes have a ragged crest. It is 
often seen from the shore along seacoasts in winter. 


¢ SONG Generally silent. Female makes 
harsh érr7-Krrr and hoarse croaks. 
Courting male makes 


catlike yeow. Narrow 


hooked 
serrated 


red bill 


black upperparts. e— 


streaked 
chestnut breast 
to waterline 


reddish legs — 
and feet vermiculated gray 
sides and flanks 


3 cna, 
aw er ‘ 


reddish bill 


rusty Drown 
crest, head, 
and neck 


ae grayish brown upperparts 
whitish chin, throat, & eat 


and foreneck 


¢ BEHAVIOR 
Swift on the wing. 
‘To take off, runs 
with wings flapping 
across either water or land. Dives to forage for animal food. 
Principal diet is fish. Mergansers sometimes form a line to drive 
fish into shallower water to catch them. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 29-35 days by female. Young leave nest 
within 1 day of hatching. First 
flight after 59 days. Young 
tended by female but find own 
food. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Widespread 
and common. Coastal 
wintering habitat vulnerable to 
pollution and oil spills. 


Similar Birds 
FEMALE 
x COMMON MERGANSER 
a Male has white 
— - = 

underparts and breast; 
lacks crest. 
¢ female has clean-cut 


line between rusty neck 
and white breast. 


Flight Pattern 


Fast direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification Lined with down ¢ on ground in sheltered spot; sometimes in hollow stump, 
under rocks, or in shallow burrow ¢ built by female ¢ sometimes eggs laid in 
nests of Mallard, Gadwall, or Lesser Scaup ® 5-16 olive-buff or green-buff eggs, 


Shape -ee- <= Location me LX | C, 5 inches lone 


Plumage Se 


xes differ En Migration Migratory Weight 2.5 pounds | 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Wingspan 21_24 inches 


Specles Quyyra jamaicensis | “8 14-16 inches 


Family AN ATIDAE 


RUDDY DUCK 
‘This big-headed chunky duck has a 
long stiff tail that is often cocked and 
fanned forward. Wings are uniform in 
color. In winter males become 
gray-brown with a gray bill. = 2/e 
In breeding season found oe 
in pairs or small loose 
groups on freshwater 
lakes and ponds. After 
nesting, may occur in 
large flocks; in winter it 
can be found on salt bays. 
¢ SONG Usually silent. 
In courtship male utters 
continual chuck-chuck- 
chuck-chuck-churrr. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Diving 
duck that can sink slowly 


blackish cap 


reaches below eye 


long stiff 
black tail 


hie MALE 
cheeks 


rust-red body 


beneath the surface like whitish belly with 
a grebe. When disturbed light brown barring 
often swims away 
underwater instead Tye oe aol 
é white cheek with dark 
blackish : ; WINTER 


of flying away. brown horizontal streak 
Gray legs and 

feet are placed 

so far beneath 

the body that it 
cannot walk 

upright. Primary diet 
of vegetable materials. 
A relatively tame bird. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 


PLUMAGE 


gray bill 


brown-gray 
LOPIP A! Similar Birds 

MASKED DUCK 

Male lacks white cheek 


¢ female has 2 dark 


lines across face 


¢ population very local. 


FEMALE pale underparts with 


fine brown barring CINNAMON TEAL 


Lacks stiff tail and 
white cheeks; large 


e NESTING Incubation 23-26 days by female. Young leave nest eo pale blue Corewine 
within a day of hatching. First flight at 42-48 days. Young AO patch in flight 


tended by female but feed themselves. | brood per year, » —@ female lacks line 

sometimes 2 in the South. Paes tyzece: 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common. Current levels are 
lower than in the past. 

¢ CONSERVATION Reasons 
for decline unknown, but this 

bird is very tame and easily 

killed by hunters. Shallow- 

water nesting areas are 

subject to draining for 

agriculture and droughts. 


Nest Identification Grasses and cattails ¢ lined with down @ in dense marsh vegetation over shallow 
water ® sometimes uses abandoned nests ¢ built by female ¢ 5-17 creamy white 


Shape pa g 


Jerky direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


} or nest-stained eggs, 2.5 inches long ® eggs huge compared to body size and 
Location | MTT TS 
similar in size to those laid by much larger ducks. 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration Migratory Weight 1.3 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ACCIPITRIDAE Species Pyydign haliaetus | +©S8th 21-24 inches | WN€sPan 54_72 inches 


OSPREY 


A kindred of other diurnal birds of prey, the Osprey is so 
distinctive it is sometimes placed in it own family. Its large size 
and uniquely curved claws allow the Osprey to carry a large 
fish a considerable distance to feed to its young in the 

nest. Occasionally an eagle dives upon an 

Osprey carrying a fish, forces a release, 
and catches the fish for itself before 
the fish hits the water. 

e SONG Series of loud whistled 

kyews or melodious whistle of 
thewk-chewk-chewk or cheap- 
cheap-cheap. 


MOST. / y 
white head 
dark brown upperparts 
with purplish gloss 
broad 

black mark 
through 

Bs checks and 
sides of neck 


a 


clear white belly 


long tail with 
narrow black bars 


_—@ foes equal in 
length on claws 
curved into 
one-third of a 
circle 


¢ BEHAVIOR Eats mainly fish. Dives into 
water to catch prey from 30-100 feet above 
surface. Holds fish with both feet, stops to shake 
water out of feathers, points fish head forward to 
decrease wind resistance, and carries to perch or to 
feed young. Often flies with distinctive crook or kink 
in wing bent at wrist, which has a black patch. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial or 
solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 32-43 days by both 
sexes; however, female does more, while male 
brings food. Semialtricial young stay in nest JUVENILE 
48-59 days. Fed by both parents. 1 brood per year. 


Similar Birds 


BALD EAGLE 
Entirely white head and 
tail; crown held flat; 


dark underparts and 


underwings ® juvenile 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon inland; species is fairly common has entirely dark head 
in its coastal range. 
¢ BIRDHOUSES Osprey will build nest on man-made 
cartwheel on pole or on platforms built in marshes. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Endangered in 1950s because of 
chemical pollution (especially 
DDT), but has since made a 
comeback, at least partly by 
transplanting young into areas 
where entire populations had 
been extirpated. 


and patchy tannish 


white underwings. 


Deep, slow wing beats alternate with 


glides; sometimes soars on thermals. 


Nest Identification 


Shape pg Location = b> ii 


ae brown and olive; 2.4 x | inches long. 
t Re 


Plumage Sexes similar Habitat ne \an Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Sticks, sod, cow dung, seaweed, rubbish, and similar material ¢ up to 200 feet 


above ground in dead or live trees near or over water, or atop telephone poles 


or bridges © built by both sexes @ usually 3 white or pinkish eggs marked with 


Weight 3.1 pounds 
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Family ACCIPITRIDAE Species Haliacetus leucocephalus | “©P&th 3443 inches | Wingspan 6_g feet 


BALD EAGLE 


‘The national bird of the United States has 

an awe-inspiring wingspan and striking snow-white @— 
white head and tail that make adults easy LEE DEE B 

to identify. Big concentrations of these 
huge birds can be seen perched in 
trees and resting on sandbars when 
salmon run in rivers of the 
Northwest. Juveniles can be 
recognized by their large size; 

dark brown head, tail, and 
body; mottled white patches 
on underwings and 
underparts; grayish eyes; 
and light yellow feet. 

e SONG Both sexes utter 
gull-like squealing cackle 
of kleek-kik-ik-1k-1k OF 
lower kak-kak-kak. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Hunts 
for prey, primarily 
fish, especially in 
breeding season. 
Sometimes steals 
fish from Ospreys. 
Also eats carrion 

and injured or 


crippled 
waterfowl, squirrels, hie Gal yellow feet 
rabbits,and muskrats. and legs 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous; thought to pair for 

life. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 31-46 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 
young stay in nest 70—98 days until first flight. Fed by both 


JUVENILE 


bright 
yellow eyes 


massive yellow 


bill and cere 


dark brown body 


| 


GOLDEN EAGLE 
Similar to juvenile 

e adult has less massive 
bill; less blotchy white 
on underwings and 
underparts; golden 
feathers on head 

e juvenile has distinct 
white patches at base of 
primaries and base of 
tail; smaller head and 
bill; feathered legs. 


STELLER’S SEA-EAGLE 
Adult has long wedge- 
shaped white tail; white 
thighs and shoulders 

e juvenile has long 


sexes. | brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common but local outside 
Florida and Alaska. 
| @ CONSERVATION Protected by national wildlife refuges and 
legally with heavy fines. Made 
great comeback, especially in the 
United States, since the 1970s 
with widescale restoration 
programs, and the banning of 
DDT and other chemical 
long glides; often flies direct with deep pollutants. Moved from 
steady wing beats. Also soars on thermals. endangered status to threatened. 


Nest I ification . ae ese (i 
est Identificatio Made of large sticks and vegetation ¢ deeply lined with fine material ¢ in fork 


of tall tree or on ledge, 30-60 feet above ground @ built by both sexes @ 2 bluish 
to) b 7 


wedge-shaped white 
tail with dark tips 
¢ Alaskan range. 


Wet Calera! Wen Ue 


Several deep wing beats alternate with 


Shape 22. Location ge ay Ri we | White or dull white eggs, often nest-stained; 3 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar Migration Migratory Weight 9 1 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family 4 CCIPITRIDAE Species Circus cyaneus Length 1624 inches _ | Wingspan 38 48 inches 


NORTHERN HARRIER 
Its owl-like facial disk and white rump patch, which ts 
prominent in flight, set the Northern Harrier apart 
from all other North American falconiformes. 
Males take several years to acquire their gray- 
plumaged upperparts. Their wings are long 
with black-tipped trailing edges, and the 
outermost four or five primaries are black. 

e SONG Shrill calls 4ek, 4ek, kek or kee, 

keee, kece, especially around the nest. 


gray 


upperparts 


chestnut 
Spotting on 
breast and 


e BEHAVIOR Hunts using low slow throat 
flight that consists of alternately 

flapping and gliding with the wings bn apie MALE 
held in a shallow V above the tips and 

back. Often quarters back and secondary whitish 
forth over low vegetation and ips underparts 


can turn and drop rapidly on 
prey that it may detect initially 
by sound. Feeds on small 
mammals, especially rodents up 
to the size of a small rabbit, 
frogs, snakes, small birds, carrion, 
and large insects. Sometimes 
hunts the edges of grass fires to 
capture prey driven out by the 
flames. Courtship flight of 
males is thrillingly acrobatic. 


disk of @—_ 


¢ BREEDING Some pairs feathers 

monogamous; some males are around face 

polygamous with up to 3 mates. bra 

Solitary nester, Both Sexes upperparts ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK @ 
very vocal with high-pitched Base of tail (not rump) 
screams when defending nest. FEMALE white; broad blackish 


subterminal band on 


¢ NESTING Incubation 

31-32 days by female. Semi- 

altricial young stay in nest 30-35 days, 
fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common but declining. 
@ CONSERVATION 
Populations have declined 


tail © does not course 
low over fields but 
hunts from perch or 


by hovering. 


Flight Pattern 


LCR ae Se ar 


Several deep wing beats alternate 


everywhere on its breeding 


range because of the loss of 
marshland habitat as well as 
pesticides. Formerly, many were 


Bets lost to shooting. 
with glides, ; 


Nest Identification 


Sticks and grass lined with fine material ¢ usually placed on the ground ¢ may 


be 5 feet above water or marshy terrain * built by both sexes, but female does 


most construction @ 3—9 bluish white eggs, sometimes spotted with brown, 


Weight 12 6 ounces 


Shape # = Location tek 2 


1.8 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat 


Migration Some migrate 


DATE TIME 7 LOCATION 
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Family A CCIPITRIDAE SPECles 4 ceipiter striatus Length 10-14 inches _ | Wingspan 20_28 inches 


SHARP-SHINNED HAWK 


A territorial bird, the Sharp-shinned Hawk 
occasionally strikes humans in defense of 
its nest. Its name describes its flattened, 
thin tarsus or shank. This is the smallest 
of the North American accipiters; the 
female is larger than the male. The 
head and neck seem small for its 
long, slender body. Its long tail 

has three to four narrow black 
crossbars, and is squared 

or notched on the tip. 


finely streaked 
red-brown throat 


blue-gray 


upperparts red-brown bars 
Juveniles have brown across chest and 
upperparts and white belly 
underparts with heavy 
brown streaking. 
¢ SONG When disturbed 
utters kek-kek-kek or kik-kik- Hine 


kk. Call is melancholy cry. undertail 
¢ BEHAVIOR Eats mostly Goes 
small birds, including 

songbirds, taken off ground 
or twigs, or in air, Also eats ae 
small mammals (including with “sharp 
bats), reptiles, grasshoppers, shins” 
and other larger insects. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Solitary nester. 

e NESTING Incubation sayare or 
32-35 days by female. slightly 
Semialtricial young stay —_/o7ked 
in nest 23-27 days. Fed Ue 
by both sexes. | brood 

per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common ee 
to fairly common. & white tip 
¢ FEEDERS Often attracted = ana 
to concentrations of small birds 


Flight Pattern 


COopeER’s HAWK 
Rounded tail; larger 
(but female Sharp- 
shinned approach male 
Cooper’s in size); larger 
head; more contrast 


between black crown 
and face; wide white 
band on tip of tail (can 
be tricky because of 


feather wear); 


sometimes lightly 
streaked undertail 
coverts, 


at bird feeders, especially 

in winter. 

¢ CONSERVATION Decline 
during 1950s through 1970s due 
to pesticides and heavy metal 
More buoyant flight than other pollutants If} COV TORN. : 
accipiters with several rapid wing beats Some comeback in 1980s but is 
between glides. perhaps declining again. 


Nest Identification Made of sticks and twigs @ lined with strips of bark, grass, and coniferous 


needles ® sometimes in deciduous trees but usually conifers, 10-60 feet 


above ground, next to trunk ¢ 4—5 white or bluish eggs marked with browns, 


Shape pg <=> Location gy, bg 


1.5 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ope #.¢ ® Migration Some migrate | We'8ht 3.6 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family A cCIPITRIDAE Species Areipiter cooperii | “P89 14-21 inches | W'N8SPAN 27_36 inches 


COOPER’S HAWK 
Sometimes called the Blue Darter or Chicken Hawk by 
farmers; however, studies show poultry are only a small 
portion of the Cooper’s Hawk’s diet. It is named after 
William Cooper, who was the first person to collect 
one of these birds and have it identified. Like 

most hawks, the juvenile has heavily streaked 
underparts and brown upperparts, 

whereas adults show blue-gray 

upperparts. Females are larger 

than males, and both show a 

blue-gray back. In flight the 

long tail appears rounded. 

© SONG Alarm call is dark gray or 
kac-kac-kac or kuck, black on top 
kuck kuck, Ruck. ee 
¢ BEHAVIOR deep red to 


yellow eyes 


JUVENILE 


rounded tail 
with dark bars 
and a white 


white undertail band on tip ig 
/ 


‘Territorial; will 


yellow cere 


reddish bars yellow legs 


across breast and feet 
not allow and belly 
similar Sharp- 


shinned Hawk in same ms SHARP-SHINNED HAWK 
woodland. Attacks poultry, other birds, small mammals, and eo ee 

: ; : 3 = . : notched or squared end; 
takes songbirds out of nest. Occasionally eats fish. Sometimes 
carries prey to water and kills it by drowning. Hunts by waiting 
in ambush or by dashing in swift low flight through wooded lot; 
Surprises prey and catches it with talons. 


smaller head; less 
contrast between back 
and crown; narrower 


white band at tip of tail 
¢ male much smaller, 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. but female approaches 
size of male Cooper's. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 32-36 days by both sexes, but more by 
female. Semialtricial young stay in nest 27-34 days, fed by both 
sexes. | brood per year. 

Flight Pattern © POPULATION Uncommon to 
rare. Steadily increasing after 
bottoming out in 1970s. 
® CONSERVATION Decline in 
mid-20th century principally 


Rapid wing beats followed by short glide; due to pesticides, Stable or 
often circles in flight on thermals. 


Nest Identification 


Shape pg Location ay & 
BR 


increasing in most areas. 


Sticks and twigs © lined with chips, outer bark strips, and occasionally green 
conifer needles ¢ in crotch of conifer near trunk or in deciduous tree, 10-60 feet 


above ground ® built by both sexes, but male does more ¢ 4-5 bluish white or 


greenish white eggs, spotted with browns and usually nest-stained; elliptical to 


Weight 12.3 ounces 


subelliptical, 1.5 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ae @ 


Migration Come migrate 


DATE = TIME LOCATION 
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Specles Avciniter gentilis Length 1927 inches | “iNBSP@n 4047 inches 


NORTHERN GOSHAWK he? 

An agile and proficient flier, the distinct white crown 

Northern Goshawk is not afraid to catch @@270@ over 
ne each eye widens 

prey near humans when it is hungry. posteriorly i 

This bold hawk has been known to 

attack duck decoys. It appears pale 

gray at a distance, and in flight the 

shorter tail and longer, broad 

wings (for an accipiter) give the 

superficial appearance of a 

Red-tailed Hawk. The 

female is the 

larger and dominant 

partner in a pair. ess 

back 

e¢ SONG Alarm call is harsher 

and deeper than Cooper’s 

Hawk, kac-kac-kac or kuk, kik, 

kuk. Female utters high- 

pitched melancholy whine, 

kee-a-ah, reminiscent of the 

Red-shouldered Hawk. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Eats snowshoe 
hare, lemmings, and grouse; 
migrates south in irruptive relatively 
long rounded 

numbers when their prey Bsa 

‘ 7 WINES 
populations crash. Also eats 
small to medium mammals, large 
and small birds (including ducks 
and crows), and some large insects. 
Dives and kills prey on ground or in 
air with deadly grip of talons. Female 
very defensive of nest site to the point 
of attacking intruders, including 
humans. 


Family A CCIPITRIDAE 


wedge-shaped 
black postocular 
stripe 


orange-red eyes 


white underparts 
with gray mottling 


JUVENILE 


fluffy white 


long rounded undertail coverts 


to wedge- 
shaped tail 


Similar Birds — 
COOPER'S HAWK 
Shorter wings; longer 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. tail; darker blue-gray 

e NESTING Incubation 36—42 days by both sexes, but female ee 

does more. Semialtricial young stay in nest 41-43 days. Fed by : 

both sexes. First flight at 45 days. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
to rare. 


¢ CONSERVATION Expanding 
range. Possible increase in the 
Northeast during recent 
decades. Southwestern 

Several strong rapid wing beats mountain populations may be 
interspersed with glides; soars on thermals. cineatened by foccroihabicac. 


Sticks and twigs ¢ lined with bark strips, evergreen sprigs, grass, and feathers 
e in fork of branch or trunk of tree, 20-75 feet above ground ¢ built by both 


sexes, but male does more ¢ 3—4 bluish or off-white eggs, occasionally nest- 


stained or spotted with brown; slightly elongate elliptical or oval, 2.3 inches long. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes similar 
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FamilY ACCIPITRIDAE Species Bute lineatus Length 1724 inches | Wingspan 32_5( inches 


RED-SHOULDERED HAWK 

‘This bird uses the same territory for years, Renee 
and even succeeding generations may 
return to the same territory. The longest 

recorded continuous use of the same Gh 
territory 1s forty-five years. Five races shoulders 
(/ineatus, alleni, extimus, elagans, and 

texanus) show variations in color 

and size but all have barred rusty extensive pale 
underparts, reddish wing linings, SUES Ge 
and shoulders with banded tails. a a 
In flight the long black tail displays 
numerous narrow white bands on 
adults and juveniles. Flight feathers 
are spotted and barred black and 
white and show a pale “window” at 
the base of the outer primaries. Male 
is larger than female. 


‘ ees rust-red 
: in barring on 
: underparts 


Yip 
ane 


e SONG Evenly spaced series of 
clear high loud and often rapidly 
repeated kee-ah or clee-u clee-u clee- 
wu notes. Blue Jays can mimic the 
call perfectly. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Stalks prey from 
perch. Catches and eats small 
to medium-sized mammals, 


JUVENILE 


small reptiles, amphibians, yellow feet FLORIDA 
large insects, spiders, and legs RACE 


earthworms, snails, andan ™ 
occasional bird. Prefers 

wet woodlands, often near 
water and swamps. Often 
perches low to hunt on posts, 
utility poles, and low to mid 
level in trees. 


BROAD-WINGED HAWK 
Smaller; shorter tail; 


long black tail 
with numerous 
narrow white 
bands 


lacks barring in flight 
feathers; fewer, wider 
white tail bands; lacks 


reddish shoulders; lacks 
wing windows; 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 28 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 
young stay in nest 35-45 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


e POPULATION Fairly 
Flight Pattern 


peweelike call. 


common in range. 


e CONSERVATION Some 
decline due to habitat loss and 
human encroachment 
particularly in West. Pesticides 
in Midwest interfered with 
reproduction during the 1970s. 


Flies with fairly rapid stiff wing beats; 
soars on flat wings and glides on slightly 


drooped wings. Soars on thermals. 


Nest Identification Made of sticks, twigs, inner bark strips, dry leaves, moss, lichen, and coniferous 
needles ¢ usually by a tree trunk 10-200 feet above ground © built by both sexes 
e 2-6 white or bluish white eggs, often nest-stained and marked with brown; 


short elliptical, 2.1 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ene yz 8e @ Migration Some migrate | “e'8Mt 1.1 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape pg _— Location gy, 
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Family A CCIPITRIDAE Species Buren platyprerus | L©°8tN 14319 inches | Wingspan 32_39 inches 


BROAD-WINGED HAWK 


‘The smallest of the North American 
buteos is similar in size to a stocky crow. 
These birds, which migrate in flocks of @47* 2rown 
thousands, make up the bulk of hawk (RTS 
flights in September in the East. This 
peaceful bird is one of the tamest 
hawks. In flight the tips of the flight 
feathers appear dark, producing a 
black border along the trailing edge of 
the wing, and the underwing linings 
vary from white to rusty-buff. The 
black-and-white bands in the tail are 
approximately equal in width. Juveniles 
are similar to adults but appear more 
washed out and have fainter tail 
bands; underparts are pale with 
heavy dark streaking. 
@ SONG Thin shrill whistle, 
peetecce or peweeeeececee, often 
given in flight and similar to the 
high plaintive whistled note of an 
Eastern Wood-Pewee. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Perches to watch 
for prey from utility poles and 
wires or near water along edge of 
woods. Hunts along wooded roads 
under the tree canopy. Swoops 
down to grab prey with talons. Eats 

atte large black- 
amphibians, reptiles, small rodents, ee 
shrews, rabbits, some small birds, bands on tail 
large insects, and insect larvae. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 28-32 days by both sexes, but mostly 
by female. Semialtricial young stay in nest 29-35 days, fed by 
both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common in eastern US and southern Canada 
west to a portion of eastern British Columbia. Rare in winter in 

California and Florida. 


Flight Pattern ¢ CONSERVATION Large 


Ss 


: 


Ny 


Dy 


i 
f 


y 


red barring 
on underparts 


RED-SHOULDERED 
Hawk 

Larger in size; narrower, 
more rounded wings 
with barred and spotted 
black-and-white flight 
feathers; buff to rusty- 


red wing linings; longer, 


narrower tail with white 


bands much narrower 
than dark ones. 


numbers once shot during 
migration, particularly along 
mountainous ridges in the East. 
Now protected by law. 


Several rapid shallow wing beats followed Neotropical migrant. 
by a glide. Soars on thermals and updrafts. 


Nest Identification 


Sticks, twigs, and dead leaves @ lined with inner bark strips with lichen, outer 
bark chips, evergreen sprigs, and green leaves ¢ in crotch of deciduous tree, 
30-50 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes in slow process that takes 

3-5 weeks @ 2-4 white or bluish white eggs sometimes marked with brown; 
short elliptical, 1.9 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat gee ¢,¢ Migration Migratory Weight 14.8 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family 4 CCIPITRIDAE Species Buren jamaicensis | “°° 19_25 inches | WINESPAN 46_58 inches 


RED-TAILED HAWK 


‘This hawk is found in more habitats than any other North 
American buteo and, consequently, is the most common 
hawk on the continent. This species has five races: 
a pale pink-tailed Great Plains race known 
as “Krider’s Red-tailed,” &77der1; the 
eastern Jorcalis, the southwestern 
fuertest, the western, ca/urus; and 
the rare “Harlan’s Hawk” | 

or harlani, once ) 
considered a 
separate species, 
which 1s very dark 
with a white- 
based tail. All Son 
adults show a dark ranges from pale 
brownish mantle in = uff pink to deep 
flight and dark brown rufous-red 

bar on leading edge of whitish flight feathers 
underwing. All juveniles AGB 
have a dark brown tail with a 

black band. Because it perches low 

on woodland edges and along 

roadsides this is one of the most 

conspicuous and easily observed hawks. 


4 


= 


pale wing 
/inings 


‘e /arge 
bill with 
ars yellow cere 
with broad band 
of dark streaking 


EASTERN ADULT 
BOREALIS 


¢ SONG Harsh descending slurred seeeces-7-r. Also 
rasping hissing screamy, p-s-s-s, kree-kree ree-e-e. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Across its vast range takes a wide 
variety of prey Eats small to medium mammals, 
reptiles, amphibians, grasshoppers, spiders, 
earthworms, crustaceans, some fish, and an 
occasional small bird or bat. Carries small prey to 
perch; partially eats large prey on ground. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous; may mate for life. 


Similar Birds 


ROUGH-LEGGED HAWk 
Smaller bill and feet; 


feathered legs; white 


HARLAN’S 
Hawk 


rump; white tail with 


multiple dark bands; 
black belly (ight 
morph). 


SWAINSON’S HAWK 
Multiple tail bands; dark 


Solitary nester. KRIDER’S flight feathers; pale 
© NESTING Incubation 28-35 days by both sexes; RED-TAILED y wing linings; brown 
more by female. Semialtricial young stay in nest ee wien: 
42-46 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Very 
common. Some decline due to 
habitat loss. 

¢ CONSERVATION Some 
eggshell thinning. Many still 
killed illegally, and some are 
accidentally killed by cars. 


Flight Pattern — | 


Several rapid strong wing beats followed 
by a glide. Soars well on thermals and 
sometimes hangs on updrafts. 


Nest Identification 


Shape pg Location gy, na ii 
(8 ) 


Sticks and twigs ¢ lined with inner bark strips, evergreen sprigs, and green 


leaves ® in crotch of large tree, on cliff ledge, or on artificial structure, as high as 
> > Po} 


120 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 2—3 white or bluish white eggs 
sometimes spotted brown, 2.4 inches long. 


FIuMose Sexes similar . | "Atal @ Se gu ly Ni EO Mieco, Welght 2.3 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family A CCIPITRIDAE Species Buteo lagopus Length 18-24 inches Wingspan 48 56 inches 


ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK 


Named for the feathered shanks of its legs, 


whitish head e———— 


te : 9 Wir). 2c ears > Oe REE 
this big high-soaring hawk of the open Licht ~~ e “4 
country often is seen perched on fence MORPH Vo is fii small bill 
jt ’ with yellow cere 


posts or dead trees. It flies low on long, FEMALE 
thin pointed wings and is one of the few large 


hawks that regularly hovers. In flight the light ee 


morph’s long grayish white tail with a broad dark underparts 
subterminal band and white tail coverts contrast ee dark 
: : row 
sharply with its black belly and dark back. brown 
, ? Streaking 


(heaviest on 
upper chest 
and belly) 


e SONG Usually silent in winter. Circling pairs 

in breeding season give melancholy whistle. 

e BEHAVIOR Eats mostly small rodents 

and large insects. Usually catches prey thin 

on ground. Often hunts from low perch Te. 
or by standing on ground on a mound Zs 

or other elevation. When hunting in 
flight, flies low over open vegetation, 
quartering slowly back and forth, 
alternately flapping and gliding or 

hovering before plunging feet-first es Sale 
on prey. Irruptive flights when on tail 
prey populations crash bring 

many south in winter. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

Pairs have been recorded — blackish 
to remain together for brown 
many years. overall 


small, dainty 


yellow feet asl 
LIGHT MORPH 


JUVENILE 


long grayish white 
tail with broad dark 
subterminal band 


Similar Birds 


RED-TAILED HAWK 
Dark morph is dark 


rarely, white 
mottling on 


e NESTING head and chest brown overall; rufous 
Incubation tail; shorter wings and 
28-31 days by hapred dark tails; smaller bill. 
female. Young leave gray tail FERRUGINOUS HAWK 


=) with broad 
nest atabout 41 days i 


and spend 21-42 days subterminal 
in Arctic after fledging %and 
and before migrating 

south for winter. 


¢ POPULATION Common in breeding range; uncommon to fairly 


common with erratic numbers 
Flight Pattern 


Dark morph has whitish 
DARK carpal crescent on 
MORPH 


FEMALE 


underwing; dark brown 


overall; brighter rufous 
on lesser upperwing 
coverts and tail coverts. 


on wintering grounds. 


¢ CONSERVATION Enormous 
numbers once were shot in 
western US because of 
tameness. In the West many 
killed while feeding on animal 
carcasses on highways. 


Alternates powerful flaps with glides. 
Hangs in wind and hovers over one spot; 
somewhat floppy wing beats at times. 


Nest Identification 


Shape pa Location eh 


Plumage Sexes similar | abitat 1 vm Migration Migratory Weight 1.9 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Small twigs and plant material; 24-30 inches in diameter ¢ in river valleys, 
precipices, slopes in raised places * uses nest for several years; each pair can 


have several nests and use them alternately ¢ 2-3 eggs when food ts scarce; 
5-7 eggs when food is abundant; blotched, white, or streaked with brown. 
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Family ACCIPITRIDAE Specles Aguila chrysaetos 


(GOLDEN EAGLE 


Like most other birds of prey, the 
female Golden Eagle 1s considerably 
larger than the male. ‘This large 

dark eagle is fairly common in the 
West and rare to uncommon in 

the East. It has been clocked in a 
steep glide at 120 miles per hour and 
is estimated to swoop on prey in dives 
at more than 150 miles per hour. 
Juveniles in flight display “ringtail” 
plumage (a broad white tail band with a 
terminal band of black) and a broad 
white patch at the base of the 
primaries. Large birds of prey require 
large territories, and home ranges for a 
pair of this species have been recorded 
as large as 60 square miles. 


Length 3338 inches | Wingspan 6_8 feet 


yellow cere 


<< —e tawny-golden 
feathers on crown 


tawny-golden 
feathers on nape 
and sides of neck 


dark brown 
overall 


e SONG Generally silent. Around nest 
makes yelping bark, seya, and whistled 
notes. During soaring courtship flight 
yelps or mews. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Favors rabbit, ground 
squirrel, marmot, grouse, and ptarmigan. 
Also eats large insects, other small 
mammals, carrion, and reptiles, 
including turtles. Has been known to 
attack full-grown deer, antelopes, and 


feathered tarsus 


JUVENILE 


birds as large as Great Horned Owls and ~ a 
cranes. Returns to the same nest yearly or Similar Birds 
every other year. 

: BALD EAGLE 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous; may pair for life. Solitary nester. 


Juvenile has larger 
¢ NESTING Incubation 43-45 days by both sexes; female does bead, snortox tail; 

; c : i > mottled white patche 
more. Young stay in nest 66—70 days, dependent on parents for Cee Ne eee 
fe a —e t: » : 7 on underparts make 
first 30 days. First flight at 65-70 days. Usually has 1 brood tail more blotchy; 


every 2 years. underwing pattern; 
bare tarsus. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon to rare in the East but fairly 
common in the West. A total of only 4,000—5,000 pairs were 


estimated in 1964. Circumpolar. 
Flight Pattern 


® CONSERVATION Protected 
Ce Care ea ae 


by law. ‘Thousands once killed 
by ranchers in efforts to protect 
livestock from potential 
predation. Also killed in 
collisions with aircraft. 
Protected areas established. 


Alternates deep slow powerful wing beats 


with glides or rides easily on thermals. 


Nest Identification 


Shape p@ Location zt dy of 
8 


Sticks woven with brush and leaves ® lined with fine material ¢ located 
10-100 feet high in trees © 8-10 feet across and 3-4 feet deep ¢ built by both 


sexes @ 2 white or creamy buff eggs marked with brown or reddish brown, 


2.9 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar 


Habitat a Migration Some migrate | We'8t 3.5 pounds 


DATE TIME_ he LOCATION 
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Family P41, CONIDAE Species Fafco sparverius | “€8N 9_12 inches _ | WiNESPAN 20_25 inches 


AMERICAN KESTREL | 
black-and-white 


‘The smallest most common North American falcon is pattern on head 
found all over the continent and north to the tree line 

in summer. It is sometimes called the Sparrow Hawk, 

a misnomer as the bird is neither a hawk nor 

does its diet include a significant amount of rufous back 
sparrows or other small birds. In flight it shows ee 
the typical long tail and long pointed wings of a = 
falcon. A bird of the open country, it often is 
seen perched on wires along roadsides. 


2 vertical dark 
t facial lines 


¢ SONG Alarm call a loud quick #/ee-k/ee-klee Spotted — 
or hilly, killy, killy. OTA, 


¢ BEHAVIOR When perched bobs tail. 
Hunts rodents and insects from perch e 
or hovers. Also eats bats, small birds, 7 — aie MALE 
small reptiles, and frogs. Not 

dependent on drinking water in 


desert because it extracts water eS al 

5 : slender MUE-2TAY WINGS 
from its diet. pointed and wing coverts 
¢ BREEDING wings 


Monogamous. Solitary 
nester. During courtshi eee 
Fae 18 P tail without 
male brings food and barring 
feeds female in the air. 
e NESTING Incubation 
29-31 days by both sexes, 
mostly by female. 
Semialtricial young stay in 
nest 30-31 days, fed by 
= mae oe y streaked pale 
female. Male calls female underparts 
from nest to feed. 1 brood 
per year, sometimes 2 in 


2 vertical dark 
facial lines 


SHARP-SHINNED HAWK 
Blue-gray upperparts; 
red-brown streaked and 
barred underparts; 
square or notched barred 
tail; short rounded wings. 


rufous tail MERLIN © 


the South. with brown Larger; variegated head; 
ARE \ LING. lacks facial bars, blue- 
¢ POPULATION Common. barring, ar Cig aa 


black tail and back; 
heavily streaked 
underparts @ male has 
blue-black wings. 


; : black band, 
e BIRDHOUSES Readily nests in gad narrow 


bird boxes built especially for white tip 
kestrels. Occasionally attracted to 
bird feeders to prey on birds. 


Flight Pattern 


FEMALE 


© CONSERVATION Migratory 
counts suggest recent decline in 
the Northeast; other 
populations seem stable. 
Expanded establishment of nest 
boxes in some areas, especially 
along highways, seems to have 
encouraged recovery. 


Several rapid wing beats followed by a 
glide; often hovers on rapidly beating 


wings. Also soars on thermals. 


Nest Identification 


Shape si ii Location a ip 
By ef 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat @ am ee | MiBFAtON Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Little, if any, nest material ¢ in old flicker tree holes, niches in walls, and holes 
under gables, 12-80 feet above ground ¢ 3-7 white to cream or pale pink eggs, 
heavily blotched with browns, sometimes unmarked; 1.4 inches long. 


120 e BIRDS OF THE MID- 


ATLANTIC 


Family PatCONIDAE Species Fy/rq columbarius | -©°8th 11-13 inches | Wingspan 23_26 inches 


MERLIN 


‘This medium-sized falcon of 
northern coniferous forests hunts 
the openings in parklike grasslands 


bogs, and shrubby barrens. In flight 


it shows the distinctive falcon “jizz 
of long pointed wings and a long ta 
with a big-headed, powerful look, 
and it displays impressive bursts of 
speed when in pursuit of prey. 
Geographic variation 1n color exists 


from pale prairie birds to dark Pacific 


Northwest forms. 

© SONG Ki-ki-kee, kek-kek-kek 
rapidly repeated. 

e BEHAVIOR A relatively tame 
bird, allowing close approach. 
Defensive of nest; often attacks 
intruders, including humans. 
The Merlin flies close to the 
ground and catches prey with 
bursts of speed while in 
pursuit, rather than by diving 
or hovering. It is a bird that 
often hunts from an open 
perch. Primary diet of small 
birds, mammals, and large 
insects. May frequent cities 

in winter. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Solitary nester. 

e NESTING Incubation 
28-32 days mostly by 
female. Semuialtricial 
young stay in nest 
25-35 days. Fed by both 
sexes. | brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon. 


Flight Pattern 


streaked 
underpa 


Swift direct flight with rapid powerful 


wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Shape pa Be ey 


more heavily 


blue-gray crown 


yellow enlarged 
area at base of bill 


Zz. 


NS 
Gy 
TAG 


whitish buff 
head and nape 


” white chin and e— 
throat with 


streaking 


il 
> NATTO™M 
black mustache 


blue-gray back 
and wings 


5 


whitish buff 
underparts heavily 
streaked brown to black 


yellow legs and feet 


MALE 


blue-black tail with gray 
barring and white tip 


brown 


upperparts 


AMERICAN KESTREL OO 
Smaller; bobs tail and 
hovers; barred rufous 


back and tail. 


PEREGRINE FALCON 
hie Larger; indistinct 
barring on tail; dark 
hood on head extends 


beneath eye like broad 


sideburn. 


FEMALE 


© CONSERVATION Some 
declines attributed to pesticides 
and heavy metals in food chain. 


Uses old tree nests of crows, magpies, and hawks, relined with bark and feathers 
e 15-35 feet above ground ® built by female ¢ 2—7 white eggs, some marked 
with reddish brown; short elliptical, 1.6 inches long. 


Location na & ay B 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat &@ Migration Most migrate Weight 5 7 ounces 


DATE _ TIME 


LOCATION 
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Family FALCONIDAE Species 


PEREGRINE FALCON fleshy yellow 


A peregrine in a stoop is one of the black head from crown to 
fastest birds in the world, reaching 


speeds of 175 mph or more. 


¢ SONG Usually silent. On breeding 
grounds makes loud wifchew, witchew, upperparts 
witthew. When disturbed gives loud 
repeated cack, cack, cack, cack. 


e BEHAVIOR Prefers open areas 


with good vantage points on 


which to perch, often near water. 


Feeds almost exclusively on 


birds it takes in the air after a 


steep swift dive from above 
them. Wanders widely after 
nesting season, following 


prey south as far as 


southern South 


America. Faithful to 


nesting sites and 
aeries, some of 


which have been 


used by 
generations of 
peregrines for 
centuries. 
Lives on 
buildings in 
large cities. 

¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. 
Solitary nester. 


e NESTING Incubation 28-32 days 
mostly by female. Semialtricial young 
stay in nest 35-42 days. Fed by both sexes. 


1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common on 
tundra; fairly common in migration; uncommon to rare as breeding 


Flight Pattern 


a pigeon. 


Location Be & 


Direct flight with rapid wing beats like 


Nest Identification 


Shape -ee 2g Abandoned nests 


Mi 


Falco peregrinus Length 16-20 inches | Wi"8sP@ 4346 inches 


eye FINg 


below eye with “sideburns” 
gives helmeted look 


slate-blue 
Lill with 
dark tip 


slate-blue 


white to 


buff chin 


patch 
behind ear 


JUVENILE 


white underparts with dark 
brown to black barring 
(except throat and chin) 


yellow feet 
and legs 


MERLIN QO 
Smaller; heavily streaked 
underparts; pale face 
with narrow mustache 
mark. 


GYRFALCON 
Much larger; more 
uniform and paler 
coloration; pale head with 
thin mustache mark. 


PRAIRIE FALCON 
Paler overall; light brown 
upperparts; whitish 
underparts streaked with 
heavy brown spots; 
whitish face and 
supercilium; dark brown 
postocular stripe; thin 
mustache; brown barred 
tail; black axillars and 
inner wing linings. 


long slate-blue tail 
with dusky barring and 
white terminal tip 


bird in US. Increasing since 
continental lows suffered in 
1960s and 1970s. 

¢ CONSERVATION Federally 
listed as threatened. Regulation 
of DDT along with captive 
breeding and release program 
have sparked comeback. 


Made of debris on ledge @ lined with grass ® mostly on cliffs in southern US; also 


in hollows of old trees or open tops of cypress, sycamore, or cottonwood, 
50-90 feet above ground @ rarely uses old tree nest or cavity ¢ built by female 
¢ 2-6 cream or buff eggs, heavily marked with brown and red, 2.1 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | T@bitat | sue Migration Some migrate | “ele 1.3 pounds 


DATE 


TIME 


LOCATION 
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Family PHASIANIDAE Species Phasianus colchicus Length 2136 inches 


RING-NECKED PHEASANT 


First introduced as a game bird in California in 1857 
and then in larger numbers elsewhere, the Asian Ring- 
necked Pheasant is one of the most widely distributed red face 
and most popular birds among hunters; thousands are wattles 
harvested annually. The male has distinctive mottled 

brown plumage; a long, pointed tail; fleshy red eye tae 
patches; and a head that ranges in color from a glossy WINS 
dark green to a purple hue. 


Wingspan 32 inches 


iridescent 
ear tufts 


iridescent 
bronze 

¢ SONG When alarmed utters hoarse croaking notes. overall 
Male makes loud piercing double squawk ok-cack. 
e BEHAVIOR Gregarious, forming flocks 
(sometimes large) in autumn and maintaining 
them into spring. Runs swiftly with tail cocked. 
Strong flight, rising off ground at steep 
angle with loud whirring takeoff. 


» large 
body 


brown, black, 
and green 
mottling 


long 
pointed tail 


ee 


[In spring eats mostly plant-based diet, including 
grains, weed seeds, acorns, pine seeds, and wild 
berries. Also eats variety of insects and occasionally 
takes mice and snails. Roosts on ground or in trees. 
Adults often have short life span (males average 

10 months; females average 20 months). Many 
young do not live beyond autumn. 


MALE 


FEMALE 


mottled buff-brown overall 


Similar Birds 


¢ BREEDING Polygamous. Loosely colonial. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 23-25 days by 
female. Precocial young can fly short 
distances at 7 days. ‘Tended by 


SHARP-TAILED 
4 GROUSE 


Similar to female but 


female 35-42 days but feed ye ee 
themselves. 1 | ; 1 per vear é ; iy: a smaller body; shorter, 
emselves. | brood per year. pointed tai SA careal Gi 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common. Some eastern white sides; barred 


populations decreasing. WAREISB TUG OR Dpart5; 
s feathered tarsus. 


¢ FEEDERS Drawn to feeders with corn or small grains 

scattered on ground. 

¢ CONSERVATION Managed 
Flight Pattern as game bird in North America. 
Some populations may not be 
Ww | Aye > 444-] self-sustaining, but occasional 
releases from captivity help 
maintain population. Never 


Swift direct flight with shallow rapid wing : 
beats. Often alternates several quick wing successfully established in the 


strokes with short glides. South despite many attempts. 


Nest Identification Lined with grass and weeds ¢ usually on ground in shallow natural depression 


or one made by female ¢ in grasses, hedgerows, grain fields, and brushy ditches 


¢ built by female * 5-23 but usually 10-12 (large clutches occur when 2 hens 
lay in same nest) dark green-buff or rich brown-olive eggs; oval to short oval, 


Weight 2 9 pounds 


Shape -see Location yyy ye 


6x 1.3 inches: 


Habitat i ae 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration Nionmigratory 


DATE TIME. : LOCATION 
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Family PH ASIANIDAE Species Bonasa umbellus Length 17 inches Wingspan 22_25 inches 


—— 


RUFFED GROUSE 


Both the male and female Ruffed 
Grouse are dramatic, not only in 
appearance but in action. In spring 
the drumming of the male can be 
heard from half a mile away. ‘The 


small crest 


black ruffs on sides of neck are 
inconspicuous until bird raises 
them in display 


. ‘< TOW a) 7 , Ph v 2 
sound is so low-pitched that one WOT OF a7) multibanded 
eteer : upperparts with heavy rusty-red or gray 
might feel as if it is coming from white spotting Val ata 
within, and it can take a dark subterminal 


band and 


moment to realize that its aa 
whitish tip 


source is a distant bird. The 
female is known for its 
crippled-bird act that 
distracts intruders from the 
nest. This grouse has two 


morphs: The gray morph is 
P gra) P OFODN Or 


more widespread, while the gray-barred GRAY 
red morph is plentiful only = wderparts MORPH 


in the Appalachians and 

Pacific Northwest. 

e SONG Short quit-quit noises 
when alarmed. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Eats insects, berries, 
fruits, nuts, seeds of weeds and trees, tree 
leaf buds, and small reptiles and amphibians. 
Makes short flights. 


SPRUCE GROUSE 
Narrow chestnut band 
on tail tip ¢ male has 
red eye comb; sharply 


¢ BREEDING Promiscuous. Solitary nester. Male a4 shies black ees 
. . . - . . ad wit y it > S >) ts . p S 
exhibits display called drumming; he raises his RED me Daa hie ae 


crest, ruffs, and fan-shaped tail and makes whirring MORPH 
sounds by compressing air between his body and 

rapidly beating wings. This is done to claim territory 

and attract females. Normally shy and retiring but can be 
aggressive and has been known to run at humans in its territory. 


dark rusty or grayish 
brown with white 
spotting and black 
barring on underparts. 


BLUE GROUSE 

: : i Dark tail with gray 

e NESTING Incubation 21-28 days by female. Precocial young ‘ cermnal bandometticd 
leave nest within hours of hatching and in 10-12 days roost in gray underparts * male 
trees with tending female. Young independent about 84 days Be gees vellcr -oante eve 
after fledging. 1 brood per year. 


e¢ POPULATION Common. Local populations fluctuate, with 


irruptive dispersals into areas 
Flight Pattern 


combs. 


that are not normally occupied 
by grouse. 

© (CONSERVATION Managed 
as a game bird over much of its 
range; more killed annually than 
any other grouse species 
(3.5-3.7 million). 


Strong rapid flight with rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -se- Location 4x 2% — 


Lined with small sticks, pine needles, leaves, and feathers ¢ usually near 
tree trunk or sheltered by shrub, log, boulder, or tree stump * built by 
female © 8-14 buff eggs, sometimes lightly spotted with browns, 


1.5 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | abitat egg Migration Nonmigratory | “ee 1.4 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PHASIANIDAE 


WILD TURKEY 

The largest game bird in North 
America, the Wild ‘Turkey once 
was so widespread it was 
considered for the US 

national emblem. Male 
turkeys gobble year round, 
but in spring they are easily 
startled and will gobble at 

any abrupt noise. ‘Today this 
unmistakable symbol of a US 
national holiday is becoming 
common again due to 
conservation efforts and its 
own adjustments to changes in 
its original woodland habitat. 

¢ SONG Gobbling may be heard 

up to a mile away and 1s easily 
imitated, with bird often responding 
to it. Several different clucking calls 
given by both sexes: c/uk, cluck, cut, 
putt, and others. 


Slight 
feathers 


Species We/eagris gallopavo | ®°8 37_46 inches 


bare blue and 


pink head 


large iridescent 

dark body glistens 

with greens and 
OTOnxes 


red wattles 


MALE 


white- 
barred 


—~e blackish 
breast tuft 
or “beard” 


¢ BEHAVIOR Powerful muscular 
gizzard can grind hardest foods. Eats 
nuts, seeds, large insects, frogs, 
lizards, wild fruits, and grapes. Flies 
to tree roosts for the night. Male 
displays by strutting with tail 
spread, wings drooped to ground, 
bare skin of head intensified in 
color, and frequent gobbling. 

¢ BREEDING Polygamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 27-28 days by 
female. First flight in about 14 days. 
Tended by female. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Rare to fairly common. Wild 
birds unlikely in areas of human habitation, 
though widely domesticated. Increasing. 

¢ CONSERVATION ‘Trap and 
transfer programs have helped 
reestablish some populations. 
Increased comeback of blocks of 
forest interspersed with 
agricultural areas, as well-as 
wildlife management programs, 
have helped increase populations. 


proportionally 


smaller ia 


lacks breast 
tuft (small 
“heard” 
present 1n 
some older 
females) 


> spurred 
pinkish legs 


e duller in color and less 
iridescent than male 


—*® smaller than male 


FEMALE 
———* medium-length 
broad tail 


Swift powerful flight for short 
distances with rapid wing beats and 


deep strokes; often glides after several 


series of wing beats. 


Nest Identification , 
Lined with a few dead leaves and grass ® on ground concealed under shrub or in 


grass @ built by female ¢ 8—20 white to cream or buff eggs, sometimes blotched 
Location s.-— 


Shape -se- 


or spotted with brown or red, 2.5 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat oe 9.0 A oe Migration Nionmigratory | Ye'8"t 16.3 pounds 


DATE LOCATION 


TIME 
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Family QpONTOPHORIDAE Species Co/inns virginianus | P&M 9-10 inches | “'"8SP3" 1416 inches 


NORTHERN BOBWHITE 


‘This familiar eastern quail, named for the male’s loud call, 
inhabits farmlands, fields, lightly grazed pastures, and 
grasslands. The “Masked Bobwhite,” a southwestern race 
with a black face and cinnamon-rufous underparts, 
formerly of Mexico and southeast Arizona, has 
been reintroduced into Arizona grasslands. 
e SONG Rising clear whistle, 20d- 
WHITE! or bob-b0b-WHITE!, given 
most often by males in spring and 
summer. Also whistles /oy. 


e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs in spring; family groups 
in summer; coveys of 8-15 in 
fall and winter. Roosts on 
ground in groups of up to 30, 
tails pushed together and 
heads facing out of a ught 
wagon wheel-shaped 
circle. Eats seeds, insects, 
worms, and spiders. 

¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous; some 
evidence of polygamy. 

e¢ NESTING 

Incubation 23-24 

days by both sexes. 
Young leave nest 


CONS PICuoUus 
white stripe 
over eyes 


rufous-red 
overall 


short 
brown to 
black bill 


white throat 


dark 


gray tail 


whitish 
underparts with 
coarse black 
scalloping 


MALE 
cinnamon-rufous 


flanks with broad 
white stripes 


short dark 
bill buff stripe over eyes 


Similar Birds 


SCALED QUAIL 

Pale gray-brown head; 
scaly body; prominent 
white tufted crest; 
prefers more arid 


buff 
throat 


soon after hatching; 
tended by both 
sexes. First flight at 
12-14 days. 1 brood 
per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon to 

common in brushlands and open woodland. Introduced into 
northwestern US. Significantly declining over much of range. 


whitish underparts 
with coarse black 
scalloping 


cnnamon- 


with broad 
white stripes 
FEMALE 


rufous flanks 


habitat. 


GAMBEL’s QualL CO" 
Prominent crest 

plume; uniformly pale 
gray overall; sandy-buff 
underparts; rufous 
flanks with white 
streaks @ inhabits 
desert scrublands of 


DATE 


e FEEDERS Scattered grains on ground or man-made 


Rises swiftly with whirring rapid wing 
beats then sails away, wings curved 
downward. Alternates series of stiff 
wing beats with short glides on 
drooping wing tips. 


N, A 4 


Ky de 
7 Ny ene N est Te st Identific 


Shape -see Location gyy u_ 


the Southwest. 


permanent sources of water. 


¢ CONSERVATION Hunted as 
a game bird; highly managed in 
some states. Decline may be 
due to habitat loss and changes 
in farming practices. Sensitive 
to cold winter weather; entire 
populations may be wiped out 
by hard freezes. 


Lined with grasses @ leaves small openings in sides ¢ on ground ¢ built by both 
sexes © 14-16 white or cream-white eggs; subpyriform and sometimes quite 
pointed, 1.2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes differ 


TIME 


Habitat  8f uf Migration Nionmigratory | “e'8t 6.3 ounces 


LOCATION 
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Family RALLIDAE Species 7 arerallus jamaicensis \‘®°8 6 inches Wingspan 10 511.5 inches 


BLACK RAIL r= 


‘The smallest and perhaps most secretive member of the rail family, this bird 
was first recorded on the island of Jamaica and is extremely difficult to find. 
Its range is not well known, and small populations and individual records 
scattered widely across the United States provide 

our only information. If glimpsed, 

it appears like a rodent 
scampering. Its flight is 
faint and shaky with 
legs dangling, 


chestnut-Ov0mn blackish upperparts 
slate-gray nape and extensively flecked 
head upper mantle with white 


red eyes 


small straight 


black bill 


low above 


vegetation, : 

1ofsl narrow white 
Saeeeea von slate-gray chest barring on flanks 
duration, with and upper belly 


the bird quickly 

dropping back into 

dense cover. 

¢ SONG Most often 

given at night beginning a 

couple of hours after sunset. 

Repeated kik-kee-do or kik-kee-derr, 
sometimes gives 4 notes, k7k-kik-kee-do. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Remains in cover of 
vegetation; rarely stays exposed for long. Rarely flies. Lives in freshwater marshes and wet 
meadows or in shallow margins of saltwater marshes above the beach line. Sometimes found in 
grain fields and dry hay fields. Eats seeds of aquatic plants, grasses and grains, insects, and 
isopods (small marine crustaceans). 


darker gray 
underparts 


dusky greenish 
gray legs 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Similar Birds 

¢ NESTING Incubation 16-20 days by both sexes. Precocial Ver Vow RAIL, 

young leave nest soon after hatching. ‘Tended by both parents. Larger; buff; white wing 

Possibly 2 broods per year. patches visible in flight. 

¢ POPULATION Generally uncommon to rare; although locally 
common in some places. 

Declining in most parts of 
North American range due to 

a loss of habitat, especially coastal 

marshes. Population stable in 

protected habitat. 

¢ CONSERVATION Wetland 

conservation important. 


Nest Identification Woven coil of soft grass blades, sedge, or other vegetation ® in grass 


18-24 inches tall on edge of marsh ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 4-13 white, pinkish 


—_ / 
i Ae 


Weak fluttering floppy flight with legs 
dangling. 


white, or creamy white eggs dotted with brown; short subelliptical or elliptical, 


Shape way Location yyy 


1 inch long. 


Plumage Cares similar | Habitaty. 6 Migration \fost migrate Weight 1 2 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Ra//us Jongirostris | *e°8t 14-16 inches | WinesPan 19_21 inches 
Le 


CLAPPER RAIL 


As with most rails the Clapper Rail 
is more often heard than seen. It 

is named for its noisy rattling 
call which is said to sound 
like old-time clappers. 
Abrupt noises cause 
these birds to cry in 
unison; noisiest at 
night. This large rail 
is locally Known as 
“marsh hen” and 
often leaves the 
cover of the salt 
marshes it 


gray-brown 
overall gray or gray- | / 
brown cheeks 


long thin slightly 
down-curved bill 


very short tail 
with white 


whitish or 


inhabits to work DE oa TG buff underparts 
the muddy flats at 

treaties tas reearalles gray to brown 

CWSU Sot Canes? flanks with 


it bobs its head and white barring 
flips its short tail exposing 

white undertail coverts. 

e SONG A series of grating 

kek-kek-kek notes, accelerating then dropping 

off. Given most often at dusk on moonlit nights or when 
suddenly disturbed by loud noise. One call stimulates another; 


JUVENILE 


the calls travel like a wave through the marsh. _ Kine Ratt 
; ; ee Favors freshwater 

¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds mostly in the open at low tide on marshes; bolder black- 
mudflats. At other times forages concealed in salt marsh and-white bars on 
vegetation. Eats crabs and other crustaceans, worms, flanks; bright rufous- 

aol of. mi s eo aes brown neck and chest; 
amphibians, reptiles, mollusks, small fish, and aquatic insects. Eauniysbubcheeks. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. buff-edged back 

i ; feathers; brown wing 

e NESTING Incubation 20-23 days by both sexes. Precocial Pere oa he 
young abandon nest soon after hatching. Tended by both sexes. unt 
Independent after 35-42 days. First flight at 63-70 days. Brace 
Possibly 2 broods per year. darker overall; blue-gray 


auriculars; bright rufous 
upperwing coverts. 


¢ POPULATION Common in coastal salt marshes but declining 
on West Coast and in some places in the East. Casual on 
Atlantic Coast to the Maritimes. 


¢ CONSERVATION The inland 
Flight Pattern freshwater race on the lower 
Colorado River is considered 
endangered. Also endangered 
on the West Coast due to 
habitat loss and perhaps 


Low fluttering flight over short distances introduced predators. 
with legs dangling. 


Nest Identification 


Shape <=> Location “ rs ANA 


Basket of aquatic vegetation and tide-deposited materials ¢ elevated on firm 
bank or under small bush ¢ built by both sexes, but male does more ¢ 5-12 buff 
or olive-buff eggs marked with brown; subelliptical to long subelliptical to ovate, 


1.7 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ye Migration Mipratory Weight 11.4 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


128 ¢ BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC 


Species Ry//us elegans Length 15-19 inches | Wingspan 21_25 inches 


KING RAIL 


‘This large freshwater rail migrates through the Mississippi 
Valley and along the Atlantic Coast. Oddly, this bird’s 
population seems tied to that of the muskrat, which 
creates open spaces in the marsh providing 
feeding and drinking areas for 

the rail. Widely 


olive-brown 

upperparts with buff- 

edged back feathers olive-brown head 
and hindneck long slender, 
slightly down- 
curved till 


distributed in 
the East in 
summer, It 1S 
found in both 
freshwater and 
brackish marshes. 
Some consider it 
an inland freshwater 
race of the smaller 
Clapper Rail, but the 
King Rail is more rufous and 
has buff edging on the back 


, 


cinnamon- 


is 
rufous foreneck 
and chest 
blackish upper bill, 


orange to red lower 


bill, and dusky tip 


Se dark blackish » if 


brown and white 


barring on flanks ee (ee 
: JUVENILE 


feathers and brown to rufous wing coverts. 
e SONG Series of less than 10 notes of fek-kek-kek or Jupe-jupe- 
jupe deeper than those of Clapper Rail and not descending. 


, Much smaller; darker 


VIRGINIA RAIL 


overall; blue-gray 


Various other clucking and grunting notes. auriculars; bright rufous 


4 : ‘ 3 : : upperwing coverts. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Sometimes feeds in open, mostly in shallow 
water or mudflats exposed at low tide. Variable diet of aquatic Ea 

3 ee ‘ 5 Shghtly smaller; duller 
and semiaquatic foods includes plant parts, invertebrates, and eolouaslleesbarinedn 


vertebrates. ‘Terrestrial, yet migrates long distances. flanks; variable 
plumage, but grayish 


CLAPPER RAIL 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nestetr. 


edge on brown-centered 


¢ NESTING Incubation 21-24 days by both sexes. Precocial back feathers and olive- 
young abandon nest soon after hatching; stay with parents about 


63 days. Possibly 2 broods per year. 


brown wing coverts; 
frequents salt marshes. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common in freshwater and 

brackish habitat near the Gulf 
Coast. Declined or disappeared 

in some areas due to loss of 
and/or contamination of habitat. 
@ CONSERVATION Considered 
a game bird in some states. 
Wetland management crucial 
inland and on coast. 


Nest Identification - ; 
Dry aquatic vegetation * 6-8 inches above water amid aquatic vegetation © built 


by both sexes, but male does more * 6-15 buff eggs spotted with brown; ovate, 


Slow floppy flight, often low above 
vegetation with feet dangling. 


Shape pa Location yyy AA 1.6 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat yw Migration Migratory Weight 14.6 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family R aL LIDAE Species Ry/Iys limicola Length 9 10 inches — | Wingspan 1314.5 inches 


VIRGINIA RAIL 

Like all rails, the Virginia Rail generally 
does not fly when it is being 
pursued but will run swiftly 
through the marsh 
grasses. Note its gray 
cheeks and the 

reddish bill and legs. 
Flanks, lower belly, 
and undertail coverts 
are barred with black 
and white. In flight the 
wings show chestnut in 
the leading edge. 
Although this bird 
prefers freshwater and 
brackish marshes, it reddish legs 
often inhabits salt and feet 
marshes in winter. 

Juveniles have dark 

blackish brown 

upperparts and black, 

gray, and white mottling 

and barring on underparts. 

e SONG Resembles the 

clicking of keys on an old 
typewriter, kid-ick, kid-ick, kid-ick or 
tic-tic-tic. Also makes kik, kik, kik, ki-queea “kicker” call and 
descending series of piglike grunts and other odd calls. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Somewhat secretive and terrestrial. Feeds 
primarily on insects but also takes aquatic animals, including 
worms, spiders, crustaceans, and small fish. Diet is varied, 
especially in winter, with duckweed and seeds of marsh grasses, 
rushes, and sedges. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 18-20 days by both sexes. Precocial 
young leave nest soon after hatching. ‘ended by both parents. 
First flight at about 25 days. Possibly 2 broods per year. 


e POPULATION Fairly 
. Flight Pattern 


blue-gray 
face 


blackish 
CTO@N 


whitish to 
pale chin 


slightly down- 
curved, long, 
slender reddish bill 


cinnamon-rufous 
throat and breast 


KING RAIL 
About twice the size 
¢ olive-brown head; 


brown to gray cheeks; 
cinnamon-rufous 
underparts; black-and- 
white barring on flanks. 


CLAPPER RAIL 
a Larger; grayish body; 
pt cinnamon to gray 
underparts; black-and- 


white barring on flanks; 
prefers salt marshes. 


common to uncommon. 
Declining but still widespread 
despite loss of wetland habitat. 
¢ CONSERVATION Still 
hunted as a game bird in some 
states, Wetland protection and 
management ts crucial. 


Weak brief fluttering flight with long 
legs dangling. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ye oo Migration Migratory Weight 3.1 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


a 
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Family RALLIDAE Species Poregnga carolina \©°8th 8-10 inches — | Wingspan 42_14.5 inches 


————e 


SORA 


In late summer large numbers of these birds gather in 

marshes to feed and build up fat reserves before migrating; 

they seem especially fond of smartweed seeds and wild black-and-buff spots 
rice. Like all rails, the Sora migrates at night, and on wings and back 
for a group that hardly distinguishes 

itself in the air, this species — p/ack patch on face 
may cover almost 3,000 and throat 
miles between wintering ‘ 
and breeding grounds. 
It is identifiable by its 
short yellow bill 
framed with black 
feathers around its 
base, black throat, 
and black center in Ne nn 
the upper breast. yellow bill 
Small and plump, it 

is one of the most 

common North American rails. 
Juveniles lack the black on the 
face and underparts and, with 
their buff coloration, sometimes 
are confused with the much 
smaller Yellow Rail. 


irregular barring of 
thin white lines on 
gray underparts 


e yellow-green legs 


- » 


JUVENILE WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


@ SONG Descending melodious whinny 
and abrasive high-pitched seek. Makes 
froglike whistle of e7-wheer on breeding ground. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Small bill prevents it from probing into marsh 
mud for animals like the long-billed rails. Eats mainly plant life 
such as seeds, wild rice, and algae. Also feeds on insects, 
spiders, small crustaceans, and snails. Often found in the open 
where it walks slowly with head down and short tail cocked and 
flicked above white undertail coverts. Can show up in almost 
any moist habitat, especially in migration. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 


e NESTING Incubation 19-20 days. Precocial young abandon 
nest soon after hatching. 2 broods per year. 


@¢ POPULATION Common and 
Flight Pattern 


VIRGINIA RAIL 
Long, slender, slightly 
down-curved reddish 


very long toes 


bill; gray face; rusty-red 
throat and breast. 


et 
YELLOW RAIL 
Much smaller; 


checkered pattern of 


buff stripes and white 
bars on a blackish back 
on upperparts; lacks 
black on chin and 
throat; shows white 
wing patch in flight. 


widespread despite loss of 
wetland habitat. 

¢ CONSERVATION Recent 
loss of habitat due to draining 
and development of marshes; 
also due to loss of wintering 
coastal habitat. 


Nest Identification A bowl of cattails, dry leaves, grasses, and reeds ¢ about 6 inches in diameter 


¢ connected to stems of marsh vegetation a few inches above water ® in reeds, 


Weak labored floppy flight for short 
distances and low over vegetation with 


legs dangling. 


Shape Rocatian cattails, or grasses over deeper water * 10-12 rich buff eggs irregularly spotted 
dul with browns and grays; ovate, 1.2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ye see Migration Migratory Weight 2.6 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family RALLIDAE Species Ga//inula chloropus | ‘ME 14 inches WingSP20 2023 inches 


COMMON MOORHEN oo 
This is a fairly tame 

chickenlike bird of Bae 
freshwater marshes, and neck 
ponds, and lakes 
with heavy 
stands of cattails, 
rushes, sedges, 
and other 


red frontal 


white “line” brownish olive ue 
» shield 


back 


on side 


aquatic vegetation. ey hill 
¢ SONG No with yellow 
musical sounds “ip 


are produced. 
Vocalizations range 

from explosive, 

froglike Awps to loud, 
chickenlike grunts, clucks, 
and squeaks along with 
drawn-out whines and rapid 


thicket-thicket-thicket calls. red 
garter yellow-green legs 


¢ BEHAVIOR This noisy 

bird of the wetlands, unlike 
most of the rail family, 1s often 
seen in the open walking over 
or climbing through aquatic 
vegetation. It swims with a 
pumping back-and-forth motion of 

its head and neck. When walking it 

often flicks its tail up and down, flashing 

the white undertail coverts with their dark 

center. Usually found in medium to large groups 

in which individuals can be aggressive toward other members in 
disputes over food, mates, or nesting areas. Feeds on aquatic 
vegetation, snails, grasshoppers, and other invertebrates. 


Seen. JUVENILE 


| yellow feet 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


AMERICAN CoorT 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary to semicolonial, some White bill; slate-gray 


cooperative breeding. back; no white band 
¢ NESTING Incubation 18-22 days by both sexes. Precocial ae 

young stay in nest 40-50 days, fed by both parents and extra 
birds. 1-3 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common, 
but loss of wetlands has 
resulted in decline, especially 
in northern range. Sull 
widespread; may be common 
in good marsh habitat. 


Flight Pattern 


Swift and strong direct flight when 
moving long distance. Weak and fluttering 
flight when moving very short distance. 


Nest Identification 


Shape @y Location sa» gy. 


Often with ramp of vegetation * made of bleached aquatic vegetation lined 
with grass ® on ground near water or low shrub over water ¢ built by both sexes 
¢ 2-13 cinnamon or buff eggs spotted with reddish brown or olive and overlaid 
with scattered fine dots, 1.7 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | H0ltat yes sess Migration Some migrate Weight 12.0 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family RALLIDAE Species Fy /ica americana Length 15 inches Wingspan 2328 inches 


AMERICAN COOT 

‘This close relative of the gallinules and moorhens lives 

on open water and is often mistaken for a duck. It 

pumps its small head back and forth like a chicken when 

walking or swimming and usually travels and feeds in gray-black 


flocks. A common and widely distributed species over ihe reddish 
x ; : ; é F : neck saga 
much of North America, the American Coot 1s easily ge 
2 9 : : : : TONG 
distinguished by its overall slate-gray plumage, which 1s Gio 
3 
slate-gray body RS 
| short 
white bill 


JUVENILE 


blacker on the head and neck, its white bill, and small reddish 
brown frontal shield. Juveniles are similar to adults but paler, 
particularly on the underparts, with a darker bill. 


COMMON MOORHEN 
Red shield; yellow- 
tipped red bill; brown 
back; white-tipped 
flank feathers form line 
between flank and back 
e juvenile paler with 


e SONG Grunts, grating quacks, and hoarse chatters of e-yik 
and &-rrk! or krek! Drawling &-yew-r and laughing wah wahk or 
kuk-kuk-kuk-kuk-RUR. 

e BEHAVIOR Feeds by immersing head and neck in shallows 
with body and tail tipped up. May also pick food off surface. 
Dives 10-25 feet deep for fronds, leaves, seeds, and roots of 
aquatic plants, which make up most of diet. Also eats insects, 
amphibians, mollusks, and small fish. Runs with wings flapping 
rapidly to gain flight from water. Often aggressive toward other 
waterbirds, chasing them nosily from its vicinity. 


white flank stripe. 


PURPLE GALLINULE 
Dark bluish purple 
head, neck, and 
inderparts; greenish 
brown back; yellow- 
tipped red bill; pale 
ylue shield © juvenile 


yas olive-brown 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Pairs display in front of each other 
on water in courtship. ‘he male also chases the female across 
surface of water. 


upperparts; pale brown 
inderparts; dull 
yellowish bill. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 21-25 days by both sexes. Precocial 
young abandon nest shortly 
after hatching and drying off. 
‘Tended by both sexes. First 
flight at 49-56 days. 1-2 broods 
per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common to 
abundant. Has decreased in the 
East in recent years. 


Fairly swift direct flight with rapid wing 


beats and feet protruding beyond tail. 


Nest Identification 


Made of dead stems © lined with finer material © floating and anchored to 
vegetation ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 2-12 pinkish buff eggs marked with blackish 


Shape gg. Location 2. \ | | brown, 1.9 inches long. 


Habitat sore yee Migration Migratory Weight 1.6 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes similar 
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Family GRuIDAE SPeCleS Grys canadensis Length 34 48 inches | Wingspan 73_90 inches 


SANDHILL CRANE 


‘ 4 ae ‘ dull red skin 
‘The five North American subspecies of this crane (plus one in on crown 
Cuba) differ in size and intensity of coloration. ‘The small and lores 


southern sedentary populations are the most threatened. On 
the ground cranes look stately with long necks, heavy 
straight bills, long legs, “bustle” of tertials drooping over 
the tail, and upright stance. In flight they are 
distinguished from herons because the neck and head 
are extended and the slow downward wing beat is 
jerked quickly upward. This bird may probe for 

food in mud that contains iron, which deposits 

on the bill and stains the feathers rusty- 
brown when the bird preens. 


¢ SONG Noisy trumpetlike 
£ar00-00-A-a-a-a;, Can Carry 
more than a mile. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Roosts if : 
communally at night in winter, 
standing on damp low land or 
in shallow water. Courtship 
dances in late winter and 

spring involve bounding 

6-8 feet into air with wings 

half spread and calling loudly. 
Eats variety of plants and 
animals. In summer feeds in 
breeding marshes or nearby 
meadows. Walks great distances 
for food. May soar on thermals and 
migrate so high it is invisible from the ground. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Thought to mate for life. Ce Pon 
: JREAT BLUE HERON 


¢ NESTING Incubation 28-32 days by both sexes. Precocial Lacks “bustle”; gray 
young leave nest soon after hatching. First flight at 65 days. XA, «= upperparts; yellow bill; 
1 b d dull yellow-brown legs; 
LOO@ Per year. white head; elongated 
¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common and local. Stable or black supercilium; flies 
increasing, though vulnerable to habitat loss. with neck pulled back 


Sint : : in S-curve on body. 
¢ CONSERVATION Killing and habitat loss to agriculture 
depleted southern numbers in the last two centuries. Degradation of 
habitat at major migration 
stopping points seriously 
impacting species. Mississipp1 
Sandhill Crane National 
Wildlife Refuge houses most 
remaining Mississippi Sandhill 
Cranes, and there is an active 
propagation program. 


— straight 
blackish 
gray bill 


whitish cheeks, 
chin, and upper 
throat 


long neck 


gray body 


long blackish 
gray legs and feet 


WHOOPING CRANE 
Rare; larger; white; 
reddish black mustache; 
black primaries visible 
in flight. 


Heavy, labored, steady wing beats with 
slow downstroke and rapid jerky upstroke. 
Flies in V or straight line formation. 


it < 

flies, pe a 
ver sahit i ng id Nest. Iden nti ication Dead sticks, moss, reeds, and grass ® built by both sexes ¢ 2 buff eggs 
marked with olive or 2 olive eggs marked with brown; subelliptical to long 


Shape <=> Location yyy a oval, 3.7-3.8 x 2.3 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ye ou Migration Some migrate 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Ween’ 4 pounds 


134 ¢ BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC 


Family CHARADRIDAE Species P/yziglis squatarola | ©P8h 115-13 inches | WinésPan 22_25 inches 


BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER 
‘The largest of the North American plovers, this — w/ife stripe over 
stocky bird has a cautious nature and tends to ke Bee Pes ara Hite 
travel in flocks, which helped it survive Das eed ax Forehead and 
during a period when many plovers were CTOWN 

destroyed by market hunters. ‘This is 
the grayest of all the New World 


short stout 


plovers in both breeding and gray-spotted black bill 
winter plumages. In flight it black upperparts 
shows a bold white wing < black face, chin, 


stripe, white uppertail and throat 


coverts, and black 


axillars. Seen on 
black breast 
and belly 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


Snow-while 


mudflats in winter, this 5 
tail coverts 


bird is distinguished by its 
larger size, stout black bill, 
and gray plumage. 

¢ SONG Long melancholy 
triple-note whistle, //ee-00-ece 
or pee-oo0-ee, with second note 
lower-pitched. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds along 
seacoasts on broad tidal sand, 
mudflats, or in salt marshes. Eats marine 
worms, insects, small mollusks, and crustaceans. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 26-27 days by both sexes. Young Winte 

precocial; leave nest soon after hatching. ‘Tended by both sexes pe ae as 
for 14 days, then by male only. First flight at 23-35 days. eaactopienuee bn 


1 brood per year. spots and bars on 
underparts. 


AMERICAN 
GOLDEN-PLOVER 
Winter adults and 
juveniles are smaller; 


long primary projection 
beyond tertials and tail; 
dusky underwings and 
axillars; in flight show 
uniform upperparts with 
indistinct, narrow 
whitish wing stripe. 
PACIFIC 
GOLDEN-PLOVE 
Winter adults an 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon to common migrant on both coasts 
and in Great Lakes; uncommon to rare elsewhere in interior. On 


tundra breeding grounds cycles 
Flight Pattern 


between uncommon, common, 
and rare. Difficult to detect 
population trends. 


© CONSERVATION Stopover 
staging areas for foraging 
migrants important to 
population stability. 


Nest Identification oat : 
Tundra moss @ lined with dried grasses, moss, and lichens ® on dry ground with 


good visibility * male begins scrape; lined by female * 3—5 gray, green, whitish, 
? 


Strong direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Shape -ee- Location or brown eggs spotted and scrawled with dark brown and black, 2 inches long. 


Plumage Cuvee sitar ||| Hepat Agel yew ue Migration Migratory Weight 7.8 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family QHARADRIDAE Species Pjyziglis dominica | -©°8 10-11 inches | WinesPan 1822.5 inches 


AMERICAN GOLDEN-PLOVER 


‘This expert long-distance migrant flies 

at a rate of sixty miles per hour and 

covers thousands of miles per year 
between Arctic tundra nesting 

grounds and winter QUaTECIS 28 pepeay 
far away as Argentina. Once an —ypperparts dappled ’ 


short thin 


black bill 


eyes ee Wylie nes 
down sides of neck 


abundant bird, the American profusely with 
Golden-Plover was almost golden spots black face 


and foreneck 


eradicted by market 
hunters during the late 
1800s. Winter adults 


and juveniles are 


black breast 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


brown overall with 
darker upperparts than Oe eer 
NC, o 
underparts and lack the ee ogee SI 
ne te _ _ undertail coverts 
distinctive black-and-white 
markings. In flight in all 
plumages the uppertail coverts 
and back are the same color, the 
underwings are gray throughout, is ; 
and there is an indistinct pale wing OE eee ye Re 
E 4 ; : . . ‘4 nnn overall with spangling 
stripe. Primaries of standing birds and spotting on 
extend well past the tail. upperparts; less 
fine epee contrasting crown. 
e SONG Shrieking 4u-wheep or quee-dle. e 
a ee 6 : MOUNTAIN PLOVER 
¢ BEHAVIOR Often flies in small swiftly moving flocks. Holds ; a ies heed 
Plainer overall 
wings above back after alighting; often bobs head. Feeds on without markings on 
insects (mostly grasshoppers, crickets, and larvae), small = lower breast or belly; 
mollusks, and crustaceans. On tundra often gorges on crowberry pale leey 
in preparation for autumn migration. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 26-27 days by both sexes in turn; male 
by day, female at night. Precocial young abandon nest soon after 
hatching. ended by both sexes. First flight at 21-24 days. 


1 brood per year. 
Flight Pattern 


PACIFIC 
GOLDEN-PLOVER & 
Longer tertials; 
shorter primary 
projection @ juveniles 
and winter birds 


BLACK-BELLIED 
PLOVER 

In winter plumage 
has black axillaries; 
white rump. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon. 
May be limited because of 
habitat loss on South American 
winter range; perhaps never 
fully recovered from 19th- 
century market hunting. 


Swift strong direct flight on steady rapid 
wing beats. Flies in tight flocks that 
constantly change shape. 


Lined with lichens, moss, grass, and leaves ® on ground in tundra @ built by male 
e 3-4 cinnamon to light buff or cream eggs marked with black and brown spots 


Shape -ee Location yyy and blotches, 1.9 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar Habitat 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


136 ¢ BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC 


Family GHARADRIIDAE Species Cyaradrius wilsonia | ‘©°84 7-8 inches Wingspan {416 inches 


WILSON’S PLOVER 


Like other plovers, if a human intrudes upon its nest, the 

female will dash around, pretending to scrape various may have cinnamon- 
nests, to distract the trespasser. Both sexes perform buff ear patch im 
the “crippled bird” act to lure predators away breeding season 
from the nest. ‘his coastal species flies 
effortlessly, yet if presented with danger 

on land it usually runs ‘down the dark sandy 
beach instead of flying. ‘The brown 
duller-colored female is similar CED P ES 
to the male but has a brown 
neck band, forecrown, and 
lores. Juveniles resemble 
females, but have 
scalier upperparts. 


dark sandy 
bTOWN Crown 


heavy long 
black bill 


broad black to 
brown neck band 
(depending on season) 


i white 
ill pape underparts 


e SONG Abrasive pinkish legs and feet 


whistle, wheer or whip. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds on 
small crustaceans, 
marine worms, insects, 
small mollusks, and 
aquatic larvae. Lives 
primarily on beaches, 
shores, and mudflats and 
nests above high-tide 
line. Often found near river mouths and inlets. 


SEMIPALMATED PLOVER 
Smaller; shorter, stubby 
bill; orange legs; shorter, 
narrower eye stripe; 
narrower breast band. 


KiLLDEER 

Larger; red eye ring; 

yj slender black bill; 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Scrape-making is part of male’s we 2 black bands across 

courtship performance. He scrapes a hollow and invites female CHONG OIE 
ae upperparts; bright 

to join him. rufous-orange rump and 

e¢ NESTING Incubation 23-25 days by both sexes. Precocial uppertail coverts; long 

young leave nest soon after hatching. First flight at 21 days. rounded! tail wita blacks 


¥ subterminal band. 
Young feed themselves; tended by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common to uncommon. Declining because 
of habitat loss and increased 
Flight Pattern. ae ia human disturbances during 
7 nesting season. 
¢ CONSERVATION Some 
efforts are being made to 
restrict public access to beach 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing ; 
beats. Flocks fly in circles low over nesting areas. 
beach and water. 


Nest Identification — 


| Sparse lining of pebbles, shell pieces, grass, and debris ® on ground ¢ male 

I 8 f I gs 8 
makes several scrapes; female chooses one ¢ 2—3 buff eggs blotched with brown 
Shape ~ee- Location and black; 1.4 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ran Migration Migratory Weight 1.9 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family CHARADRIIDAE Species Charadrius semipalmatus | ©"8Y 7 inches Wingspan 14_ 15.25 inches 
ZEEEA 


SEMIPALMATED PLOVER 


. . : short white 
Migrating throughout the continent, flocks of these bin ae ._ 
plovers often assemble near the water at sundown reduced or absent —— 
to roost with their heads tucked into their when breeding) orange ar Se 


feathers. This small shorebird migrates by day or ge 


night, and some are killed during night migration 
when they strike lighthouses. Note the short 
black-tipped orange bill, single breast 

band, yellow-orange legs, and 

upperparts the color of wet sand. brown 

In winter the bill is entirely black, “72°?” 
and the breast band turns gray- 
brown. In flight this plover 
shows a white wing 
stripe and white 


black-tipped 


orange bill 


single dark 
@ breast band 


white 
ie underparts 


outer tail corners. 


va PIPING PLOVER 
Juveniles are similar to SS Pale silvery sandy 


:  ”  \operparts; stubbier bill; 
the winter adult but Orange or whitish lores; broader 
with darker, duller yellow legs white wing stripe; more 
colored legs. contrasting distal band on 
¢ SONG Clear whistled partial webbing pe 


between toes 


‘ WILSON’S PLOVER 
chee-wee, chur-wee, chu-weet, se: em, 

? visible only at Larger; larger black bill; 
or fy00-€ep. very close range) oT single broad black or gray- 


<tieser brown breast band; 
creamy pink legs and feet. 


e BEHAVIOR Runs on sand with 
head erect, then suddenly probes 
ground. Along seashore eats small 
mollusks, marine worms, small crustaceans, and eggs of marine 
animals. In migration often feeds in mixed flocks with other 
shorebirds, usually in wet sand or mud near water’s edge. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Loosely colonial. 
e NESTING Incubation 23-25 days by both sexes. Precocial 
young leave nest soon after hatching. First flight at 23-31 days. 
Young feed themselves but tended by both sexes. Has 1 brood 

per year. ~ acl 
¢ POPULATION Common in 
migration and on breeding 
grounds. Numbers seriously e 
depleted by unrestricted / 
shooting in late 19th century -— 
but has recovered well. 


COMMON 
RINGED PLOVER 
Larger; visible webbing 


between outer and 
middle toes but not 
between inner and 
middle toes; broader 
breast band; longer white 
supercilium; different call. 


oa 


Strong direct flight with rapid wing 
beats. Sometimes flies in small fast- 
wheeling flocks. 


et Eng S505 he 


pala Map | 
Nest Identification 


: 


Toe Neen 
j Wi Met 


a 
Wi 


te 


Lined with shell fragments or grasses ® on ground ¢ built by male ¢ 3-4 
olive-buff to olive-brown eggs marked with dark brown or black; pyriform, 


1.3 inches long. 


Shape -ee- 


Plumage Coyes similar | Habitat en cece Migration Migratory Ween 17 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Location yz ao 
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Family CHARADRIIDAE Species Opgradrius melodus | “€"8N 7.25 inches Wingspan 4415.5 inches 


PIPING PLOVER 


‘This plover is difficult to spot until it moves, as its 
plumage blends in with the dry summer sand 

along the Atlantic Coast and south shores of the 
Great Lakes region. Endemic to central and 

eastern North America, and once common 

on beaches, this bird is now endangered sandy buff 
because of human activity and overall 
disturbance during nesting season. 
Note the dry sand color of the 
upperparts, the yellow legs, and 
in flight the white wing stripe 
and white rump with 
contrasting black tail 
tip. Winter plumaged 
birds have a 

blackish orange —_ 
bill, darker duller assis 
orange legs, and 


the sandy breast yellow-orange e————- 
. legs and feet 


white forehead 
and lores 


‘e orange bill 
with black tip 


narrow blackish 
breast band (may 
be incomplete in 
females and East 
Coast birds) 


white 
underparts 


band may be broken. 
Juveniles are similar to 
winter adults. 

¢ SONG Clear peep-/o. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious in post-breeding seasons, but WINTER 
territorial when nesting. Sprints, then stops to inspect sand with head PLUMAGE 
cocked to one side; picks food off ground. Eats fly larvae, 
beetles, crustaceans, and marine worms. Often feeds higher on 
the beach (where upperparts more closely match sand) than 
other small plovers. In migration feeds in mixed flocks with 
other shorebirds. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Loosely colonial. Territorial during 


_ SEMIPALMATED PLOVER 


”~A Dark brown upperparts 
the color of wet sand; 
d= dark rump in flight. 


breeding season. SNOWY PLOVER 

ee : : Smaller; long dark legs; 
¢ NESTING Incubation 26-28 days by both sexes. Precocial Se et oe 
young stay in nest 20-35 days. Fed by both sexes. Has 1 brood dark breast patches; 
per year. nv lacks white rump patch 


Ay ' in flight. 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon to rare and declining in many : 


parts of range, especially in Midwest and Great Lakes. Uncommon 


migrant inland. 
Flight Pattern 


© CONSERVATION 
Endangered; almost eliminated 
as a breeder in Great Lakes 
region due to human activity on 
beaches. Irregular pattern of 
water release from dams affects 
nesting on interior rivers. 


Wild direct flight with twists and turns 
and rapid steady wing beats; often in 
small flocks. 


Nest Identification 


Lined with broken shells, small stones, or driftwood ¢ on sandy shore of lake 
or ocean well above high-water mark ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 3-4 pale buff 

eggs blotched with black and dark brown; short oval to short pyriform, 
1.2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat en Migration Migratory Weigh 1.9 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape -ee- Location gs, —_ 
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Species Charadrius vociferus | +P 9_10.5 inches | WinsPan 19-21 inches 


Family CHARADRIIDAE 


KILLDEER 


Named for its distinctive call, this bird is the 
largest of the ringed plovers and the only double- 
banded plover within its range. Perhaps the 

most familiar shorebird in North 
America, in summer It 1s 

found across almost the red eye 
entire continent south BEES 
of the tundra. In 
flight note the long 
pointed wings with 
long white stripe and Pin biGoe 
the rufous-gold rump Bill 

and long tail with 

subterminal black tail 

band. Juveniles are 

similar in appearance but 

have only one black band AGILE 
across the chest. ae ee chest 
¢ SONG Loud cry, &i//-dee 

or kill-deear or kill-deeah-dee- 

dee. And ascending dee-ee. 

Also long trilled #7rrrrrr 

during display or when 

young are threatened. 

e BEHAVIOR Alternately runs, 

then stands still as though to look or 
listen, then dabs suddenly with bill at 
ground. More than 98 percent of food consists of insects from 
riverbanks, golf courses, fields, and even lawns. Runs well. 


gray-brown 


eae long rounded tail with 
Be black subterminal 
band and white tip 


bright rufous- 
orange rump and 
uppertail coverts 


creamy pink 
legs and feet 


~~ SEMIPALMATED PLOVER 
: 4 Smaller; single breast 


Leads intruders away from nest and young with “broken wing” band; rump and tail 
= same color as back; 


act, rapid calls, one or both wings dragging, tail spread, and 
often limping or listing to one side. Once lured far enough from 
the nest/young, the “crippled” bird suddenly “heals” and flies 
away, calling all the while. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Often returns to rump, and tail; large 
same mate and breeding site. peesbuy 

e NESTING Incubation 24-28 days by both sexes. Precocial 


young leave nest soon after 
Flight Pattern 


hatching and feed themselves, 
» 


but are tended by parents. 
First flight at 25 days. 2 broods 
Flies in wavering erratic manner on 
territory. Capable of swift direct flight. 


per year. 
Nest Identification 


e POPULATION Abundant to 
Shape -ee Location gg yey meme FE] typically quite pointed; 1.4 inches long. 


common in the northernmost 
Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ere uo ie Ne | Mieretion Migratory 


regions of the range. 
DATE TIME LOCATION 


yellow-orange legs. 


WILSON’S PLOVER 


Unlined or lined with pebbles, grass, and twigs ¢ on ground with good visibility 
¢ built by male ¢ 3-5 buff eggs with black and brown blotches; oval to pyriform, 


Weight 3.2 ounces 


140 ¢ BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLAN’TIC 


Family HA EMATOPODIDAE Species Haematopus palliatus | Leh 18-20 inches | W'"8SPa 30_36 inches 


AMERICAN OYSTERCATCHER 

Like all oystercatchers, this bird uses its three- to four- 
inch, laterally compressed, sharp chisel-tipped bill to pry 
open shells for food, but 1t sometimes hammers 
and chips them open as well. ‘The largest 
oystercatcher is coastal in all 

seasons; only vagrants are brownish back 
seen inland. 


black head 


yellow eyes 


long red- 


PP orange hill 


dark brown 
tail end 


black neck 


white wing 


long white white underparts 


patches iy 
wing stripe i/ " 
shows in flight 4 % 
In flight it shows large 4 “ 
white patches on the wings | 
: : +e pink legs 
and base of the upper tail. vag ee i Y oe 
Juveniles have a black-tipped 4 ~ aan 


dark red bill, brown head and Saye 
neck, and scaly brown underparts. 


e SONG Kéeep, wheep, or peep. Makes loud crik, crik, 


JUVENILE 


crik when it takes flight. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Wary; usually does not allow close approach. Eats 
oysters, clams, and other bivalves; also small sea urchins, marine 
worms, and starfish. Usually solitary or in pairs or family groups; 


EURASIAN 
OYSTERCATCHER 
Longer white wing 
patches; black 
upperparts; white 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


never in large flocks. Often feeds with other birds. Baca mempeecicnedls 


black tail band; 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 24-29 days by both sexes. Precocial 
young leave nest shortly after hatching. First flight at about 
5 weeks. ‘Tended by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


¢ juvenile has white 
patch on foreneck. 
_ BLACK 
OYSTERCATCHER 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon or rare resident in most of coastal Smaller; entirely 
North America from southern California to Pacific Coast of 
Mexico and from Gulf Coast of Mexico to Maryland. In summer 
expanding breeding range in the Northeast to Cape Cod. 
¢ CONSERVATION Declined 
Flight Pattern ——*'|_— in late 19th century principally 
= because of overshooting; 
however, protection by law 
helped population recover and 
species currently is expanding 
back into some of its former 
range in the Northeast. 


Nest Identification . ier 
Rimmed with shells ¢ usually unlined ¢ small hills of sand on dry flat beaches 


¢ above high-water line @ built by both sexes ¢ 1-4 buff-gray eggs often with 


dark body; no white 
on wings. 


Rapid strong swift direct flight. 


Shape ee LOCAtION me isis dark brown speckles; ovoid, 2.2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat aa, Migration Mfost do not migrate | “e814 pounds 
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Family R ECURVIROSTRIDAE Species Himantopus mexicanus | “©M8th 1415.5 inches | WinesPan 2527 inches 


& 
“Ss 


BLACK-NECKED STILT RCs 


Extremely protective of its nest, this stilt will try 
to attack an intruder or will splash water with its 
breast as a distraction. This bird’s reddish legs, 
which are eight to ten inches long, may be the 
longest, in proportion to its body size, among 

all birds. The female is duller and has 
more brown on its back. In flight the 
black upperparts and wings contrast 
strongly with the white underparts, 
rump, and tail, and the long 
legs trail far behind. 


black 
upperparts 


slightly upcurved 

needlelike black bill 
white cheeks 
and forehead 


Ne white sides of 


long slender neck 


© white underparts 


AMERICAN AVOCET 
Black-and-white pattern 
on back and wings; 


@ SONG Loud 4eh-kek-hek or 
yip-yip-yip, sometimes with 
barking yelps. 

e BEHAVIOR Actively feeds 
by walking, often rapidly, 
and picking up insects in 
shallow water along shores. 
Sometimes wades up to its 
belly. Prefers freshwater. Also 
eats small crustaceans, 
worms, small fish, and some 
seeds. Solitary, in pairs, or in 
small flocks. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Loosely colonial. 


e NESTING Incubation 

22-25 days by both sexes; done 
by female at night, by male during day. Precocial young leave nest 
after hatching and feed 
themselves, but are tended by 
both sexes. First flight at 

4-5 weeks. 1 brood per year. 

e POPULATION Fairly 
common to uncommon. Casual 
Strong swift direct flight with somewhat north of breeding range. May 
shallow wing beats. be increasing as range expands. 


white underparts and 
. upper back; long, 
long pink or , slender upturned bill 
red legs — ¢ rusty cinnamon head 
and neck in breeding 
plumage ¢ grayish buff 
head and neck in winter. 


- BLACK-WINGED STILT 
Face entirely white; 
base of hind neck and 
shoulders white ¢ male 
has black crown and 
hind neck in breeding 
plumage ¢ female head 
and neck entirely white 
¢ male like female in 
winter @ juveniles have 
brown upperparts 
e accidental on Aleutian 
Islands. 


Flight Pattern 


Nest Identification Lined with stems, weeds, sticks, grasses, fragments of shells, small rocks, fish 
bones, and rubbish ¢ on ground ¢ sometimes hidden by grasses ¢ built by both 


sexes * 3-5 yellow or buff eggs heavily blotched with black or brown; pyriform, 


Shape -we- EOCatON ames 


1.7 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Wabitat ye wo ss Migration Most migrate | “ele 5.9 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


142 e BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC 


Family ScOLOPACIDAE Species Trnoq melanoleuca | ©°8" 14 inches Wingspan 23-26 inches 


GREATER YELLOWLEGS 


‘The largest of the North American /7inga, this common 
sandpiper is almost a third larger than the very similar 
Lesser Yellowlegs. It is closely related to the Old 
World “shanks,” but differs from them by 
having a squarish white rump patch and 

a dark back. Its large size and long 
bright yellow legs distinguish 

this gray shorebird from 

most others. Paler winter 

plumage shows fainter 

streaking, spotting, 

and barring on the 


long slender 
neck 
dark gray-brown 

back with white 
speckles 


white tail io 


long bright 
yellow legs 


neck, breast, sides, 

and flanks. In flight 

the dark wings and 

mantle contrast with 

the white rump and tail. 

e SONG Loud repeated 
descending /eu-feu-feu in series 
of 3 or more. Also territorial song of fo0-whee. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Occurs either alone or in small flocks. Wary; 
known for its loud whistled alarm call that warns other 
shorebirds of approaching danger. Feeds by pecking or 
skimming water with its bill, not by probing. Sometimes dashes 
in pursuit of small fish. Also eats insects and their larvae, crabs, 
and snails. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 23 days by both sexes. Precocial young 


Flight Pattern 


leave nest soon after hatching 
and find own food but tended 


by both sexes. First flight at 
18-20 days. 1 brood per year. 
e POPULATION Fairly 
common even in migration. 
May be increasing. 


Swift direct flight, sometimes at great 
heights, with long legs extended 
beyond tail. 


Nest Identification 


Similar Birds 


long slightly 
upturned bill 


white underparts speckled 
and barred brown 


LESSER YELLOWLEGS 
Smaller; shorter, thinner 
straight black bill; calls 


lem Or 1eW-1eD. 


WILLET 

Larger and stockier; 
straight dark bill; lacks 
white spotting on 
upperparts; grayish legs; 
striking black-and-white 
Wing pattern in flight. 


COMMON GREENSHANK 
Slightly smaller; more 
distinctly upturned bill; 
less heavily streaked, 
barred, and spotted; 
greenish legs and feet; 
in flight rump and lower 
back show as large 
white wedge. 


In moss on small hummock usually near water ® lined with grass and leaves 


¢ 3-4 buff eggs blotched with gray and dark brown; ovate pyriform, 


Shape -we- Location mm xix 1.9 inches long. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Weight 6.0 ounces 
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Family $cQLOPACIDAE Species Tringa flavipes Wingspan 19_22 inches 


LESSER YELLOWLEGS 


Often seen walking gracefully on mudflats or shores, this 

sandpiper is tame and approachable. It is best distinguished 

from the Greater Yellowlegs by its smaller size and its bill, 

which is completely straight and only one-third the heavy brown 
length of its cousin’s bill, as well as by its different streaks on head 
voice. Winter plumage is grayer and paler overall LOGE 
with little or no streaking. In flight the 

dark wings and back contrast 

sharply with the white HGR riage 

tail and rump. scapulars and mantle 
with white spots 


Length 10.5 inches 


long straight 
thin bill 


blackish grayish 
tertials with 
white spots 


heavy brown streaks 
on breast 


Sparse brown 
streaks on flanks 


¢ SONG Harsh 
short 7ew-few or few. 
Alarm call is sharp &7p. 
Also makes musical pi//-e-wee. 
e BEHAVIOR Gregarious; 
occurs in flocks, sometimes 
large, in winter and migration. 
Slowly picks food from surface 
of water. Feeds with a delicate 
high-stepping gait. Eats insects, 
small crustaceans, bloodworms, 
and small fish. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Loosely colonial. Noisy on nesting grounds. 

e NESTING Incubation 22-23 days by both sexes. Precocial 
young leave nest soon after hatching and feed themselves, but 
are tended by both sexes for 18-20 days. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common on 
breeding grounds. In migration, 
common in the East and the 
Midwest; uncommon in the far 
West. Fairly common in winter 
in Baja and on the Gulf Coast. 
Stable or slightly increasing. 


GREATER YELLOWLEGS 
—_ Larger; longer, often 
slightly upturned bill; 
fy more heavily barred 


breast and flanks; 
makes descending 
whistled series of 3 or 


/ong orange- 
yellow legs 


more, /eu-leu-leu., 


SOLITARY SANDPIPER 


Slightly smaller; darker 
“ brown upperparts; 


heavier brownish 


streaking on neck and 


breast; white eye ring; 
dull greenish yellow 
legs; dark rump; in 
flight shows barred dark 
tail edged with white. 


Flight Pattern 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -es- Location tools pyriform, 1.7 x 1.2 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | T@bitete@ 0 we so Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


In grass marshes and bogs surrounded by black spruce trees @ on raised pile of 


leaves or vegetation near water * lined with small amount of grass and leaves 


a 


* built by female ¢ 3-4 buff to yellow or gray eggs with brown blotches; ovate 


Weight 2.9 ounces 


144 ¢ BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC 


Family SCOLOPACIDAE Species Tinga solitaria Length 8_9 inches Wingspan {5_17 inches 


SOLITARY SANDPIPER 


As its name suggests, this sandpiper is often seen alone 
or in small loose groups in its habitat of freshwater lakes, 
ponds, marshes, and rivers. ‘This shorebird is not wary 
around humans and often exhibits an up-and-down 
bobbing or jerking motion with its head and body similar 
to a Spotted Sandpiper’s bobbing. In flight the dark 


dark brown 
upperparts with dense 


dark wings 


slender body 


whitish eye ring 


blackish brown 
streaks on lower 


throat and breast 
blackish brown 


streaks on sides 


rump patch and central tail feathers contrast with the white outer 
tail feathers, which have black bars. Also note the dark wings 
without a wing stripe, dark underwings. 

¢ SONG High shrill pit-peer-wheer or peet. 

e BEHAVIOR Searches for food by stirring up water, especially 
in stagnant pools, with bill and feet. Picks food from surface or 
probes with bill. Eats insects and insect larvae, small fish, small 
crustaceans, and other invertebrates. Somewhat aggressive 
toward other birds when feeding. Migrates singly or in small 
groups. Upon landing holds wings above back before folding. 

© BREEDING Monogamous. 


Similar Birds 


whitish buff spotting 


black centrale 
tail feathers 


SPOTTED SANDPIPER 
Smaller; less upright 
stance; teeters body; 


yellowish or creamy 
pink legs; pink bill with 
dark tip; white 


supercilium; white wing 


stripe; shallow stiff wing 


beats ® spotted 
underparts in summer. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 23-24 days by female. Precocial young 


leave nest soon after hatching 
Flight Pattern and are tended by female. 
First flight at 17-20 days. 
1 brood per year. 
ArANAN he a 
. ¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common on breeding grounds; 
fairly common and widespread 


in migration. Seems stable. 


Often zigzags on takeoff; light buoyant 
swallowlike direct flight. 


Nest Identification 


Female strengthens abandoned nest with other material 
4-4() feet above ground ¢ 4—5 olive eggs marked with br 
shape; pyriform to oval, 1.5 x 1.1 inches. 


Location gry. 


¢ most often in conifers, 
own, usually in wreath 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat oe 0@ 1 ~~ ve see | Migration Migratory Weight 1.7 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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| Length 1316 inches | 78°02" 24 31 inches 


Family ScOLOPACIDAE 


Species Curoptrophorus semipalmatus 


WILLET 

‘This large gray sandpiper is named for its song of pi//-will-willet given 

loudly and frequently on the breeding grounds. A rather nondescript — white 
shorebird, the Willet may initially thwart your efforts at identification Spectacles e 
as it sleeps standing on one leg with its head tucked 1n on its back 
or probes in mud with its long gray-black bill. But the 


moment it takes flight it is readily identified by variegated light 
the mostly white tail, white rump, bold brownish gray to 


black-and-white wing pattern, and UE TE) COTE 


loud call of its name. In winter the 
light upperparts lack the 
variegated/barred pattern. 
e SONG Alarm or scolding 
call of &£7p or wiek. In flight 
makes wee-wee-wee. 
Well-known call of pz//- 
will-will, pill-o-wtl!-o- 
willet, or pill-will-willet. 


light underparts 


: bold black- 
e¢ BEHAVIOR and-white 
Generalist. Wades, wing pattern 
probing for food with 
bill. In water eats aquatic rf blue-gray legs 


insects, marine worms, 

crabs, mollusks, and small 
fish. On land eats seeds, fresh 2 
shoots, and rice. On breeding : ier WINTER 
grounds often perches high on rocks, PLUMAGE 
posts, shrubs, or other tall objects, from which it may scold 

intruders in its territory. Becomes noisy when alarmed. Mobs Mh i 

will attack interlopers, especially at nesting time. na 


e¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Semicolonial. Nests are 200 or 


aa YELLOWLEGS 
Slimmer; grayer; 


more feet apart. thinner, more 

e NESTING Incubation 22-29 days by both sexes (male at needlelike, often — 
‘ahieee ee hee Pp i Jal ; i hoon slightly upturned bill; 

night; female at other times). Precocial young leave nest soo sellow love anriiehoias 

after hatching but tended by both sexes. Parents sometimes white rump and tail 

abandon unhatched eggs after first young leaves nest even with distal tail bands; 


though they have well-developed embryos. First flight at about Dee Re eee 


28 days. 1 brood per year. R § 
¢ POPULATION Common. Has | *< ‘ eS 
recovered from hunting in late 


UE ee 


19th century and expanded into ( 
new or parts of ranges where it ae 
had been extirpated. faa ~ 


ee ¢ CONSERVATION Habitat 
Short low flight; series of rapid wing beats o a: Pos 
alternates with glides. Over long distances disturbance IS beginning to 
direct flight with steady rapid wing beats. negatively affect population. 


Bie: aS 5 st y tfi ation ae Ne 
aif Bey Vest. nif sees i a my _| Lined with dry grass ¢ on sand away from shrubbery, tucked in cups of 


vegetation or tall grasses ¢ 4-5 grayish to olive-buff eggs blotched with brown; 


Shape -ee Location yyy 2.1 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | H@bitat rex ze Migration Migratory Weight 7.6 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ScOLOPACIDAE Species 4 -ritis macularia Length 7.5 inches 


SPOTTED SANDPIPER 


‘The most widespread and best-known 
sandpiper in North America ts distinguishable 
on the ground by the way it constantly 
teeters its body as it stands with tail up 

and head down. Females are larger 
than their male counterparts and 
have more spotting. In flight it 
shows a short white wing 
stripe and the inner wing 
has a narrow white 


Wingspan {3_14 inches 


jee 


olive-brown 


upperparts 


white supercilium 


ull yellow legs WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


short straight bill 
with pinkish to 
orange base and 
black tip 


SOLITARY SANDPIPER 
Gr Similar on ground but 
wel. slightly larger and more 
slender; darker greenish 
legs; white eye ring; 
barred tail with white 
sides; greater contrast 
between upperparts and 
belly; deep wing beats. 


trailing edge. In winter * 
Spotted Sandpipers can 
be found as close as the 


; _ COMMON SANDPIPER 
southern United States to ~S 
large dark brown-black we Barred darker brown 
as far away as southern breast spots : os upperparts provide 


South America. greater contrast with 
e SONG High shrieking peer-weet. Chirps repeated wees in flight. oe ae cae 
¢ BEHAVIOR In summer found almost anywhere near water. colored legs; dark bill 
Feeds primarily on invertebrates, especially insects and their ag 
larvae; sometimes takes small fish. When flushed its curious, Keyand folded wines: 
jerky flight and weef-weer notes are distinctive. streaked breast and 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous but often sequentially PORE 
polyandrous. Usually solitary nester; sometimes loosely colonial. ae oie tec 
© NESTING Incubation 20-24 days mostly by male. Female 
sometimes helps with final clutch of season. Young leave nest 

soon after hatching. Young feed 
themselves but tended solely 
by male. First flight at 

te Sie 13-21 days. 1-2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Widespread 
and common but some decline 
throughout range. 


Alaskan range. 


Flight Pattern 


Direct flight low over water, wings 
flapping in shallow arcs, producing 
clipped, stiff beat on drooping wings. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -se <> LOCATION mmm See wks 


Lined with moss, grass, feathers, and weeds ® sometimes elevated in grass 
¢ built by both sexes ¢ 3—5 brownish, greenish, pinkish, or buff eggs blotched 


with brown; ovate to pyriform, 1.3 x 0.9 inches. 


Migration Migratory Weight 14 ounces 


DATE _ TIME ; LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat. ae ww LL Le 
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Length 12 inches Wingspan 17_20 inches 


UPLAND SANDPIPER sma awoei ke 


‘The distinctive silhouette of the Upland Sandpiper head 
is often seen perched on fences, utility poles, rocks, 

and stumps watching for intruders and predators in Pee Pe 
the grasslands and prairies it inhabits in summer. bone 
This large pale sandpiper has a long slender neck, 
small dovelike head, large dark eyes, and long tail. lene loner 
In winter the Upland Sandpiper migrates long neck 
distances to eastern South America. 

e SONG Trilling pu/ip pulip. In low circling AOA a 
stiff-winged flight on breeding grounds, upperparts 
emits wolflike whistle whee/o0000000. 
Usual flight call is piping guip-ip-ip-ip. 
@ BEHAVIOR Has ploverlike feeding 
patterns: runs, stops, then runs again. 
Not a bird of shores and wetlands 

like most sandpipers, it frequents 
hay fields, pastures, and 
prairies and often 
perches on poles. 

Feeds on insects, 

other invertebrates, 

and seeds of weeds, 
grasses, and grains. 
Upon landing often wedge-shaped tail 
holds wings above with white border 
body for (ed ceconde and thin black bars... 


before folding them. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

Loose colonies. During courtship 
flight spreads wings and circles high 
in sky, singing a melodious song that 
can be heard up to a mile away. 

e NESTING Incubation 21-27 days. Precocial young leave nest 
soon after hatching. First flight at about 30-31 days. Young feed 
themselves but are tended and protected by both sexes. 

1 brood per year. 

e POPULATION Mostly recovered since large decline in late 
1800s. Common in parts of the 
Great Plains; some decline has 
been recorded in local 
populations throughout much 
of the East and the Northeast. 
¢ CONSERVATION Eastern 
decline due to habitat loss and 
increased human disturbance. 


Family ScoLOPACIDAE 


Species Bartramia longicauda 


short thin | 
yellow-brown bill 
slightly decurved 
toward tip 


buff neck and 
breast with 
streaks, bars, 
and chevrons 


whitish belly 
and undertaiul 
coverts 


rump 


e yellow-green 
legs and feet 


BUFF-BREASTED 
SANDPIPER 
Smaller; black bill; short 
yellow legs; buff face 
and underparts; wings 
project beyond tail. 


Flight Pattern 


Swift direct flight when traveling some 
distance. In breeding display flies slowly 
with flickering wing beats. 


Lined with dry grass @ built by both sexes * 4 creamy pale buff to pinkish buff 


eggs speckled red-brown; pyriform, 1.8 inches long, 


Shape -ee- 


Plumage Sexes similar | Wa%itat® si && & Migration Migratory Weight 4.8 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Location m- ¥x¥ 
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Family SoOLOPACIDAE 


WHIMBREL 
Easily identified by its large size, distinctive 
head stripes, and decurved bill, this bird ts 
the most widespread of the curlews in 
North America. During migration it makes 
frequent stops at salt marshes, coastal 
shores, and inland lakes and 
rivers. In flight this bird can gray back mottled 
: Se . : and edzed with 
easily be distinguished from white and Bull 
European and Asian races that a 
occur on the East and West 
Coasts, respectively, by its 
dark rump and underwings. 


black-and-white 
striped crown 


dark eye 
line 


e SONG Whistled 
monotone of 

5-7 notes bibibibibibib. 
Also calls #er-/ee-ou-ler-lee- 
ou, frequently in flight. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Often coastal in aN 
nonbreeding seasons. Picks up 

food with bill and probes more than JIS 
other curlews. Eats insects and their 

larvae, worms, small mollusks, spiders, crustaceans, and wild 


dull bluish 


gray legs 


berries. Often seen in tidal areas and mudflats, estuaries, grassy 


farmlands, fields, and lake shores in migration. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Occasionally nests in loose 
colonies. Male has high circling song flight. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 22-28 days by both sexes. Precocial 
young leave nest soon after hatching. Young feed themselves 
but tended by both sexes. First flight at 35-40 days. 1 brood 
per year. 

© POPULATION Fairly 


Hern 


EY 
Eee Pea ts is 


and on coast in winter. 


in 19th century due to 


Direct flight with strong fast wing beats, 
bill extended, and legs trailing behind. 
Flies in V and straight line formation. 


recovered since then. 


TERE re aes “f sy at ih 
, Maen Nest Identification a bai 


zi 


Species Nymenius phacopus | “8th 17-18 inches | WiN€sPan 31_33 inches 


long decurved 
blackish brown bill 
with pale brown or 
creamy pink base 


pale whitish to buff- 


white underparts 


LONG-BILLED CURLEW 


Larger; longer, less 


decurved bill; 
cinnamon-buff cast 
overall; deep cinnamon 
wing linings obvious in 
flight; lacks bold dark 


head stripes. 


BRISTLE-THIGHED 


~ CURLEW 


Slightly thicker bill; 
more buff overall; in 
flight shows bright 
cinnamon on rump and 
tail ¢ Alaskan range. 


common on tundra in summer 


© CONSERVATION Depleted 


hunting, but has somewhat 
oS 


Lined with lichen, moss, and grass ® on ground on small pile of grass or moss 


¢ built primarily by female ¢ 3—5 olive to buff eggs blotched with shades of 


Shape —s Location = xe 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat Nex one 


DATE ___ TIME LOCATION 


brown and lavender; rather pointed ovate pyriform, 


Migration Migratory Weight 12.5 ounces 


3x 1.6 inches. 
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FamilY ScOLOPACIDAE Species 7 jmosa haemastica | ©8th 15 inches Wingspan 27 inches 


HUDSONIAN GODWIT 


On the shores of James Bay in Canada, 
thousands of these birds can be seen 
migrating together in late August. brownich Black Back 
The male godwit is quiet during with white-tipped 
migration but has a noisy, Jeathers giving scaly 
complex display flight during See agar’ 
breeding. ‘The female is 
larger and duller with 
less barring. Both sexes 
are distinctive in 

flight with a white 
rump, a black 
tail with white 
base, a white 
wing stripe, -< 
and dusky black 
wing linings and 
axillaries. In 
winter the bird has 
a gray back and neck Bebe 
and whitish underparts. white tail 

e SONG Sings a clear 

high-pitched /oe-wit, god-wit, 

whit, or toe-whit-la. 

e BEHAVIOR Feeds by probing 
rapidly in mud with bill. Sometimes 


long pointed 
slightly upcurved 
creamy pink bill 
with black tip 


black barring 
overall 


dark chestnut 
underparts 


dark blue-gray legs 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


MARBLED GODWI1 
Larger; lacks black-and- 
white wing and tail 


wades deep enough to immerse bill and head in water. Eats pattern; grayish 
mollusks, marine worms, crustaceans, and insects. Wary. Only cinnamon overall; 

: ; ‘ ; Sais 5 ; ; z cinnamon wing linings; 
shorebird with undulating flight pattern. Flies in either long boldly spangled 
lines or V-formation in migration. upperparts. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Gregarious. 


BLACK-TAILED GODWIT 
Broad wing bar on tail 


e NESTING Incubation 22-25 days by female during day and 
male at night. Precocial young leave nest soon after hatching 

and feed themselves. Tended by both sexes. First flight at 

30 days. Parents very aggressive in defense of young. 1 brood 


reaches to outer 
primaries; bright white 


axillaries and underwing 


coverts; less white on 


rump and upperwing. 
per year. oe i 


¢ POPULATION The Hudsonian Godwit ts fairly common to 

uncommon on its breeding 
grounds (but total breeding 

range poorly known). 

Uncommon to casual migrant 
on the Great Plains in spring 
and on the East Coast in 
autumn migration, Casual on 
the Pacific Coast. 


Swift powerful undulating flight. Flies in 
straight lines or V-formation. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -se- <> Location — ces | 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ye uu ee cece Nee | Migration Migratory Weight 7.8 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Sparsely lined with dead leaves and fresh grass ® on tussock hidden under marsh 
grass or shrubs ® built by both sexes ¢ 3—4 olive-buff to olive-brown eggs 


sparsely marked with olive-brown, 2.2 inches long. 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE Species J imosa fedoa  _—«-| L€MEYN 18-20 inches | WiNEsPaN 32 inches 


MARBLED GODWIT 
‘Taking its name from its call of 
godWHIT, godWHIT, this buff-brown 
bird is distinguished by its long 
upturned bicolored bill. Very 
social and nesting in 
semicolonial groups, these 
shorebirds have no clear 


blackish mottling 
On Upper parts 


territorial boundaries. blackish wings 
Most spend winters on with red-brown 
the coast and migrate on outer tips of 


secondaries and 
inner primaries 


in flocks. In flight 
note the cinnamon 
wing linings and 
cinnamon-buff in 
the primary and 
secondary feathers. 
e SONG Distinctive 
bold grating cor-ack, 
terWHIT, ot ' 
godWHIT. Repetitive 
barking rack-a or 
raddica in display. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Often feeds 
by wading into water. Probes 

with bill in tidal flats and mudflats 
for crustaceans, mollusks, and worms. Also eats insects, 
including grasshoppers, and vegetal materials, including seeds 


Sinely barred 


long bluish 


gray legs 


long slightly 
upturned creamy pink 
bill with dusky tip 


buff-brown overall 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


HUDSONIAN GODWIT 


~ Heavily barred reddish 


chestnut underparts in 
breeding plumage 

¢ gray and white 
underparts in winter 


: 5 ; : : ¢ black tail with white 
and berries. Often flocks in nonbreeding seasons. Prefers high i 


plains and rangelands, often nesting 1n grassy meadows near 
water. In migration flocks fly in long lines with the front 
changing irregularly. 


base; white rump; 


dusky black wing 
linings in fight; dusky 
flight feathers; bold 
white wing stripe. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Loosely colonial. Generally noisy 


; LONG-BILLED CURLEW 
when breeding. 


Long decurved bill; 
¢ NESTING Incubation 21-23 days by both sexes. Precocial cinnamon flight feathers 
young leave nest soon after hatching. ‘tended by both sexes. 


First flight at about 21 days. 1 brood per year. 


more heavily marked 
with brown; larger. 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common on interior breeding 
grounds. In winter common on 
the West Coast and fairly 
common on ‘Texas Gulf Coast 
and in Florida. Rare but regular 
on tidal flats in the East. 
® CONSERVATION Declining 
because of the conversion of 
habitat to farmland. 


Lined with dry grasses ® in grassy prairies not far from water on dry ground 
eft) 5 P i 25 
in grasses ® 3-5 greenish to olive-buff eggs lightly marked with brown, 
Shape -ee <> Location yyy 2.2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar Habla (a) i), ees Migration Migratory Weight 11 3 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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FamilY ScOLOPACIDAE Species Arenaria interpres \*°8th 9-10 inches _ | W'"8SP@N 17_18 inches 
A 


RUDDY TURNSTONE 


The alarm cry of this stout little ploverlike 

shorebird alerts other birds to possible danger. It 

often is seen probing the drift line on beaches, 

even cleaning up leftovers from beach picnics. 

Some will take bread from a human hand. In 

flight the vividly patterned body and wings black, white, and rusty 
are unmistakable in bold rusty reds, blacks, red harlequin-patterned 
and white. Winter plumage shows a brown- back and wings 
and-white face, dull brown wings and 
back, and a brown bib but retains 

the striking white stripes on 
the wings, back, and tail. 


black-and- 
white face 


short pointed 
dark bill tilts 
ge UP at tp 


*% 


white 
chin 


black bib 


on breast 


@ SONG Low guttural rattle. 
Alarm call is chick-ik or kewk. 
Flight call is £et-ah-kek or hit-it-1t. While 
feeding gives contact call of sur. 

e BEHAVIOR Roots through seaweed 
and tips over stones, shells, and other 
things washed up onto shore. Feeds on 
insects, mollusks, crustaceans and their 
eggs, worms, and bird eggs. 

Sometimes eats discards of birds such WINTER 
as oystercatchers, including carrion. PLUMAGE 
May eat coconut meat as well. Forages alone or in small 
flocks often mixed with other shorebirds. Other shorebirds 
may nest near Turnstones to gain protection from predators. BLACK ‘TURNSTONE 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Dens cin lacks 


white underparts 


short orange-red legs 
(duller in winter) 


chestnut or rust coloring; 


¢ NESTING Incubation 21-24 days by both sexes, but female ® dark reddish brown legs 
does more. Precocial young leave nest soon after hatching but * Alaskan and West 


Coast range. 
feed themselves. Tended by both sexes, but female leaves 5 


before first flight at 19-21 days. 1 brood per year. 


e POPULATION Common and 
Flight Pattern 


widespread on tundra breeding 
grounds and on coasts in winter. 
Casual to rare inland in 
migration, except around the 
Great Lakes where the species 
is more common. 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Lined with bits of dry plants, withered leaves, moss, grass, or seaweed * in open 


Nest Identification 
tundra ® built by female ¢ 2-4 olive-green to olive-buff eggs marked with 


Shape -ee- Location yyy s_ browns and blacks, 1.6 inches long. 
Plumage Gexes similar | Habitat New Migration \fi oratory Weight 3.9 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ScOLOPACIDAE Species Cg/idris canutus Length 10-11 inches | Winespan 20 inches 


RED KNOT Jae oe 


At one time the Red Knot was one of the most abundant 
shorebirds in North America, but 19th-century market 
hunters diminished its population by 
slaughtering it in both spring and 
autumn migrations. It can be 
distinguished by its 
chunky body, short bill, 
and short greenish 

legs. Known as classic 
high-arctic breeders 
and long-distance 
migrants, Red Knots 
winter mostly in the 49% 

‘ slightly curved 
lower half of South Tipe Eel 
America and may 
travel 19,000 miles per 


buff-chestnut 
face 


dappled brown- 
black upperparts 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


buff-chestnut 


breast @ finely barred 
year. Dappled brown- pale grayish 
alle Bere, white tail and 
black upperparts and Gos Bie 


chestnut underparts turn 

to pale gray upperparts and 

white underparts in winter. 

¢ SONG Generally silent. Feeding 
birds and flocks in flight emit harsh monosyllabic énwt. 
Males on breeding grounds whistle a melodious poor-me. 


e BEHAVIOR Generally feeds on beaches, tidal flats, and 
lagoons. Eats mollusks, crabs, and insects and their larvae. 
When feeding in mud probes for food with bill. Often migrates 
and winters in large flocks that wheel, bank, and roll together in 
tight, dashing formations. Breeding display flight involves high, 
circling flight on still or quivering wings, ending with a rapid, 
tumbling fall, and landing with wings upraised. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Gregarious. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 21—23 days by both sexes. Precocial 
young leave nest soon after hatching. ‘tended by both sexes. 
First flight at 18-20 days. Female leaves before first flight. 

1 brood per year. 


greenish legs 


CURLEW SANDPIPER 
Slim and small; longer 
curved bill; pale rump 
¢ red underparts in 


breeding plumage. 


GREAT KNOT 
Longer bill; large body; 
lacks robin-red face, 
neck, and underparts; 


heavily spotted white 
underparts; heavy black 
spotting on breast; 
black streaking on neck 
and head; more heavily 
barred pale rump and 
tail © spring migrant in 
western Alaska. 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common on breeding 
grounds and in migration on 
Flight Pattern Atlantic Coast. Uncommon 
transient on Pacific Coast. A 
rare transient inland. 
© CONSERVATION Federal 
protection has helped increase 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. populations of this bird. 
Flies in V or straight line formation. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -ee- Location mmm xg isis 


Lined with leaves, lichen, and moss ® hollow in clumps of lichens among 


rocks and scant plant life near water @ built by both sexes, but male does 
most ® 3—4 olive-buff eggs marked with brown-black spot; pyriform, 
1.6 inches long. 


Plumas’ Sexes similar, | Habitat 07) Sem Migration Migratory Weight 4.4 ounces 


DATE : TIME LOCATION 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE Species Cy/idris alba Length 8 inches Wingspan 15 inches 


SANDERLING 


‘This sandpiper runs back and forth on the beach with the ebb 

and flow of the water, chasing receding waves to snatch up 

exposed invertebrates. It also stands on one leg for long periods. 

The palest of the sandpipers, this bird differs from others in its rusty wash 
heir over head 

family by its lack of a hind toe. Its light-colored winter AG 

plumage blends in with dry sand. ‘The 

Sanderling nests in the arctic of 

both hemispheres and 

winters to the 

southern end of 

both, traveling 

as far as eight 

thousand miles 

between its 

summer and black 

winter homes. In shoulders 

flight the wings show 

a broad white stripe, black legs 

black leading and trailing and feet 

edges, and white 

underwings. Its white tail has 

black central tail feathers. 


e SONG Harsh free. Also gives a acai 


JUVENILE 


black 
Dill 


rusty wash 
OVET breast WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


white 
underparts 


RED KNOT 

Larger; in breeding 
plumage rusty red 
underparts extend 


fwick or kip while in flight. onto lower breast and 
: pper belly; barred 
e¢ BEHAVIOR Hunts for sand crabs and mollusks in the sand at a ee 
A anks a Serta 
the water’s edge. Also eats other crustaceans, marine worms, Cones ubamedi natin: 
amphipods, isopods, and insects. On arctic breeding grounds in nonbreeding lacks 


eats insects and insect larvae, some plants, leaves, and algae. In DIES MSINOD 


flight flocks often wheel and turn, changing direction with 
flashing wings and a change of color, first showing dark backs 
then light underparts. 


DUNLIN 
= Slightly larger; stout 
bill droops at the tip 


¢ in winter has gray- 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous or polyandrous. Colonial. brown upperparts, 
F ‘ lores, and cheeks; 
@ > B 1 < et : i Alas a > : 
NESTING Incubation 24-31 days usually by male, while sinviseiro rane 
female often lays second clutch, incubating 1 while male upper breast with fine 
incubates other. Some females take 2 mates, lay a clutch in each dusky streaking; lacks 


black in bend of wing. 


nest, then leave the males to tend the eggs and young in their 
respective nests. Precocial young leave nest soon after hatching; 
feed themselves but tended by 
at least 1 parent; female leaves 
if male is present. First flight at 
17 days. 1-2 broods per year. 

e POPULATION Common. 

© CONSERVATION Decline 
due to destruction of habitat. 


Flight Pattern 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -ve- cay = LOCATION mmm isis 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat en sere Migration Migratory Were 42 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Lined with small leaves, grass, lichen, mosses, or willow leaves @ on high, well- 
drained, rocky tundra ¢ built by both sexes, but male does more ¢ 3-4 dull olive- 
green or brown eggs sparsely spotted with brown and black, 1.4 inches long. 
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Family ScOLOPACIDAE Species Cyjidris pusilla | “®"8t" 6.5 inches Wingspan 11-13 inches 


SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPER 
‘This coastal inhabitant gets Its name from ED eh aA 
the partial webbing it has between its front — 9» crown, auriculars, 


toes. This bird often mingles with other and scapulars 
shorebirds such as sanderlings and dusky smudge 
Semipalmated Plovers around the time ULTOSS bye 

of high tide. Like most shorebirds, 


Semipalmated Sandpipers will gray-brown 
frequently sleep standing on one ee 
, : eatin crown, and nape 
or both legs, with their bill 
tucked into their back feathers. 
Sometimes they will travel 
along the beach hopping on 
one leg. Grayer in all 
plumages than most 
peeps and have less 
streaking on the 
breast and no spotting 
on the flanks. 
© SONG Short chur 
or churp. On breeding 
ground, song given in 
flight is a monotonous £ee- 
kee-kee-Ree. 
¢ BEHAVIOR The bird is often 
seen running along the beach, pecking 
and occasionally probing the sand, 
searching for insects, worms, small mollusks, and small 
crustaceans. Generally feeds farther from the water’s edge 
than other peeps. Often gathers in large flocks in migration. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Gregarious. Aggressive during 
breeding season. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 18-22 days by both sexes. Precocial 
young leave nest on day of hatching and feed themselves, 
tended by both parents. Female abandons after few days. First 
flight at 14-19 days. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common on breeding 
grounds. Common migrant from Atlantic Coast to central Great 


Flight Pattern 


Plains; rare migrant in the West, 
south of Canada. Casual to rare 


in Florida in winter. 
¢ CONSERVATION Species 
still abundant but is being 


Swift flight on rapidly beating wings. 


Flushed birds rise in zigzag pattern. stopover points. 


Flocks twist and turn as precise unit. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -»e Location yyy s-_— 


subpyriform, 0.8 x 1.2 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat wen cee 


Migration Migratory 


threatened due to diminishing 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


ea 


white face 
and throat 


blunt-tipped bill, 
deep at base 


© dusky dark- 
brown-streaked 
chest side patches 


thick short body 


——e black legs and feet 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


WESTERN SANDPIPER 
Bright rufous on 
scapulars, back, ear 
patch, and crown; gray 
plumage, less 
uniformly brown; larger 
and lankier; longer 
legs; longer, slightly 
decurved bill 
(especially female). 


Grass-lined with leaves and moss ® nests generally built on grassy slope or 
mound surrounded by short vegetation @ built by both sexes ¢ 2—4 whitish to 
olive-buff eggs, blotched with brown, chestnut, or gray; ovate pyriform to 


Weight 1.1 ounces 


black semi-straight 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE ‘Species Cyfidris mauri | “8th 6_7 inches Wingspan 12-14 inches 


WESTERN SANDPIPER 


A long-distance migrant, the Western Sandpiper 
flies southeast and remains on North and crown 
South American coasts during the winter 

months. It is the western relative of rufous base 
the Semipalmated Sandpiper, BENG 
which it closely resembles 


except for a longer bill 
that usually appears 
slightly drooped at the 

tip. In breeding plumage 

it has arrow-shaped spots 
on the sides and breast 
and rufous on the crown, 
ear patches, and scapulars. 
In winter plumage it 1s one 
of the palest “peeps,” with 
almost no contrast in the 
faintly mottled upperparts. 
¢ SONG High raspy jeer or cheer. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Often can be identified by a distinctive feeding 
pattern: while snatching invertebrates it occasionally eats with 
its head immersed in the water. Feeds primarily on insects but 
also takes small crustaceans, mollusks, and worms. In migration 
and on wintering grounds, often occurs in large flocks. Coastal 
outside breeding season, but fairly common inland in migration. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Highly gregarious. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 18-21 days by both sexes. Precocial 
young leave nest a few hours after hatching. Female departs, 
but male tends young. Young feed themselves. First flight at 


black legs 
and feet 


bright rufous 


arrow-shaped 
Spots on sides 


partially 
webbed toes 


long tapered black 
bill slightly drooped 
at the tip 


bright rufous 


ear patches 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


SEMIPALMATED 
SANDPIPER 

Shorter bill without 
drooped tip; duller in 
color; less rufous; faint 
or nonexistent mantle 
and scapular lines; dark 
brown upperparts 
edged with buff; 
makes harsh churk. 


LEAST SANDPIPER 
Smaller; brown wash 
on head, head, neck, 
and breast with dark 
brown streaking; 
yellow-green legs 
and feet. 


17-21 days. 1 brood per year. 
e¢ POPULATION Common to 
abundant on breeding grounds; 
----- . common in migration and on 
US coastal wintering grounds. 
¢ CONSERVATION Abundant 


but still vulnerable to habitat 
loss at stopover points. 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. 
Large tight flocks twist and turn in 
coordinated movements. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -we- Location mmm ii 


Lined with leaves, grass, and lichens ¢ slightly elevated on moist or dry 
tundra near water @ male hollows out several sites; female chooses one and 
lines nest ¢ 3—5 whitish brown eggs marked with red-brown spots; pyriform, 
().87 x 1.2 inches. 


Plumage Gexes similar | Wabitat 1. im ‘ee Migration \figratory Weight (9.8 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ScoLOPACIDAE Species Cg/idris minutilla | “€%8M 6 inches Wingspan j {12 inches 


LEAST SANDPIPER 


During migration a small sandpiper on the edge 
of an inland pool or wet area ts likely to be this 
species. The Least Sandpiper is the smallest 


of the native North American streaked brown-gray 
upperparts 


dark neck 


sandpipers and among 
the smallest waders 


slender slightly 
decurved dark bill 


streaked 

dark breast 
in the world. These ie 
tame birds will walk 
close to humans along 
the shore. With a buff- 
brown wash on its 
streaked breast, it is one of the 
brownest and darkest of the “peeps.” 
The legs and feet are dull yellowish or greenish yellow rather 
than black like those of most small North American sandpipers. 
¢ SONG High &veer or knee-cet. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Usually found in wet habitats where it obtains 
food by picking small animals from surface of mud and by 
probing mud for insects, insect larvae, and small crustaceans. 
Gregarious, occurring in small to large flocks. Often mixes and 
forages with other species of shorebirds, especially in migration 
and on wintering grounds. Relatively tame. Migrates at night. 
When flushed often rises quickly in zigzag fashion. 


ey: 


uy 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Male announces territory 
by singing continuously, often for several minutes, while 
performing display flight. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 19-23 days by both sexes (female at 
night; male during day; male 
does more). Precocial young 
leave nest day of hatching and 
feed themselves. ‘ended by 
both sexes. First flight at 
14-16 days. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common. 


Noe rer Pager Pattern 


- a ANANAN 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing 
beats. When flushed often rises 


quickly in zigzag fashion. 


Nest Identification 


Siaperees Location yyy a 


white 
undertail 


COVETTS 


pale green- 
w legs 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


SEMIPALMATED 
SANDPIPER 

Slightly larger; 
straighter bill; whiter 
face, throat, and chest; 
black legs. 


WESTERN SANDPIPER 
Larger; long bill is 
heavier at base and 
slightly downcurved at 
tip; rustier back, ear 
patch, and crown; black 
legs @ in breeding 
plumage has more 


heavily streaked breast. 


with dark brown spots; ovate pyriform, 1.2 x 0.85 inches. 


Lined with grass and dry leaves ® on small pile of grass or moss near water 


¢ male begins building; female finishes ¢ 3-4 olive, pinkish, or buff eggs 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitate@ J. wee New Migration Migratory Weight () 8 ounce 


DATE Es TIME LOCATION 
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Family ScoLOPACIDAE 


WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPER 


‘The white rump, best seen in 

flight, can sometimes be 

glimpsed on a standing ; 

bird when it spreads its straight 
ete cceh aa slightly 

wings slightly. At rest tapered 

the wing tips extend bil im 

well beyond the tail. 

In flight the rump 1s 

a distinctive field 

mark shared by 

only one other yellow or 

small sandpiper, greenish 
Re Carlet brown spot 

WUE often at base 

Sandpiper (a of lower 

casual to rare mandible 

Eurasian species). 

A long-distance 

champion flier, this 

ae Be wae small streaks 
Oe ate Oe on breast, sides, 

the Canadian Arctic and flanks 

to southern South 

America, a distance of 

more than eight 

thousand miles. It appears 


whitish face 


Tay to gray- 
and throat © 0) 9 84) 


brown head 


neck 


whitish 


underparts 
larger in flight than it does on the 
ground. Crown and back are rusty. 
e SONG High-pitched eet described as 
insectlike, mouselike, or batlike. WINTER 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Often wades when PLUMAGE 


foraging and may immerse entire head in water. Also probes 

with bill in mud for food. Feeds on marine worms, insects, weed 

seeds, snails, and crustaceans. Often forms single-species flocks 

or mixes with other shorebirds. 

¢ BREEDING Polygamous. Male leaves breeding ground once 

eggs are laid. 

e NESTING Incubation 21-22 days by female. Precocial young 

leave nest soon after hatching and feed themselves. ‘Tended by 
female. First flight at 


¢ POPULATION Fairly 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat 
destruction in staging areas. 


Rae 
Identification (iM bb 


i 


a 


pyriform to ovate, 0.9 x 1.4 inches. 


small streaks 
on head and 


16-17 days. 1 brood per year. 


common. Casual in the West. 


Lichens, moss, and leaves, especially dry willow ¢ on pile of grass or moss near 
water @ built by female * 3-4 olive-buff to light green eggs marked with brown; 


Species (pfidris fuscicollis \*€P8" 7-8 inches __| Wingspan 1416.5 inches 


gray to gray-brown 


upperparts 


wingtips extend 
beyond tail 


blackish legs 


ee S Wen 
More brown overall; 
less-contrasting 
supercilium; buff 
edging on upperparts; 
buff wash on face and 
across streaked breast; 
lacks white uppertail 
patch. 


WESTERN SANDPIPER 
Smaller; shorter wings 
do not extend past tail; 
dark-centered uppertail. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat. ut soe Nee | Micration Migratory Welent 2 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE 


Species (a /idris melanotos 


white stripe over 
each eye 


PECTORAL SANDPIPER 


‘This bird is named for the two saclike 
structures under the neck and breast of 
the male. During courtship the male 
inflates these sacs, thus enhancing the 
appearance of the heavy streaking 
on its breast. The streaking ends 
abruptly in a sharp line, 
separating it from the snow- 
white belly. During flight the 

sacs pump up and down in 
rhythm with the bird’s 
hooting calls. In flight 
this bird shows a 
blackish brown tump 
and tail. Males and 
females are similar 
but the male has 
darker brown 
streaking on the 
throat and breast 

with white mottling. 
Winter plumage is 
pale brown overall. 

e SONG Low reedy churé or churrrt. Male 

has hooting courtship call; murmuring foghornlike £A00r, khoor; 
or loud coarse gv, gr, gr repeated several times per second. 


dark brown 
CTO@N with 
black, chestnut, 
and pale olive- 
brown stripes 


thin while stripes 
on back and 


Scapulars ee lao ba 


with greenish yellow 
base to lower 
mandible 


» streaked 
brown breast 


scapular, tertial, and 
mantle feathers have 
blackish brown centers 
with chestnut to buff 
fringes 


whitish underparts 


greenish 
yellow legs 


SHARP-TAILED 
~eeeS SANDPIPER 
a Lacks sharply defined 
streaked breast; buff 
wash across breast ® in 
breeding plumage has 
streaking on crissum, 


¢ BEHAVIOR Forages in vegetation. Feeds by pecking and 
shallow probing. Eats insects and larvae, small crustaceans, 
spiders, seeds, and amphipods. In migration prefers meadows, 
marshes, pond edges, tidal flats, and mudflats. Usually in small 
flocks of 20-40 birds. Relatively tame. May fly short distance, 
then pitch back into grass. 

¢ BREEDING Promiscuous. Males mate several times. Females 
visit territories of other males. Males leave territories prior to 
hatching of eggs. 


e¢ NESTING Incubation 19-23 days by female. Precocial young 
leave nest soon after hatching and feed themselves, tended by 
female. First flight at 

18-21 days. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common to common on 
breeding grounds and in 
migration on East Coast and in 
Midwest; uncommon from 
Great Plains to West Coast. 


Flight Pattern — 


a a ANANAN 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. 
When flushed climbs with zigzag flight. 


Nest Identification 


Shape 9g 


Location i — 


sides, and flanks 

e juvenile has buff- 
orange breast and rusty 
crown. 


Rurr Q 

Larger; longer neck; 
gray-brown breast with 
heavy spotting and 
blotches; in flight shows 
large white ovals on 


uppertail and stronger 


wing bars. 


Grass and leaves ® on dry ground near water ®* built by female ¢ whitish to olive- 
buff eggs splotched with dark browns; pyriform to oval, 1.5 x 1.0 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar || Mebitat J sece te Migration Migratory Weight 3.5 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ScOLOPACIDAE 


Species Calidris maritima 


PURPLE SANDPIPER 


This bird is named for a faint purplish gloss on the 
back and scapular feathers, visible in bright light whitish buff 
in the hand but rarely in the field. It winters DEO 
along rocky coasts, jetties, and 


reefs. Flocks of these stocky mottled purplish gray whitish 
birds can be seen following upperparts with white GLE, 
the coast during migration. and chestnut fringe 


Nonbreeding plumage 
shows a dark slate-gray 
head, breast, flanks, 


long slightly 
drooped 
yellowtsh- 


based bi 
wings fall short based bill 


of tail tip 
whitish underparts 
with heavy brown 
streaks on breast and 
flanks 


short yellow legs 
and feet 
and upperparts, and a white 


eye ring and underparts. It is 

the darkest small shorebird on the 
Atlantic Coast in winter. In flight it 
shows a white wing stripe and white 
sides on the uppertail. 

e SONG Brief #74, twit, whit, or roeet. When flocks feed and roost 
together sounds like a low chattering. Various wheezing and 
trilling calls when breeding. 


_{f 
WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


Rock SANDPIPER 
Western counterpart 

¢ slightly more white on 
outer webs of inner 
primaries; more 
extensive white on inner 
secondaries ® in breeding 
plumage has black patch 
on belly ¢ paler in winter 
e juvenile has buff- 
brown foreneck and 
upper breast; brighter 
coloring. 


e BEHAVIOR Tame. In winter found on seaweed-covered rocks 
and jetties where it pulls crustaceans out of crevices or seaweed, 
or picks up tiny mollusks at edges of waves. On breeding 
grounds performs mouselike running display to lure intruders 
away from nest. If flushed flies low over water. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 


e NESTING Incubation 21-22 days mostly by male. Precocial 
young leave nest hours after hatching and feed themselves, 
tended by male. First flight at 28 days. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common on breeding grounds 
and on the East Coast in winter; 
rare to casual inland and as far 
south as the Gulf Coast. Seem 
——— to be increasing, perhaps due to 
oe ch apes aie Cie numerous jetties constructed 
Spotted Sandpiper). along Atlantic Coast. 


Nest Identification : : 
Lined with grass ¢ on dry or damp tundra ® male makes several scrapes; female 


chooses one @ 3—4 olive-buff eggs blotched with brown or black; pyriform, 


Shape -ee- Location mm jixiz 1.5 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | “@bitat New Migration Migratory Welgnt 7.7 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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[Family ScoLopacipar ——_—«| Species Calidris alpina \“©8h 7.58.5 inches | WinesPan 14.5-15.75 inches 


DUNLIN 


Impressive fliers, these small brown 
sandpipers are able to migrate at 
speeds of more 
than a hundred long stout black 
miles per hour bill decurved 
and travel in toward tip 
flocks that can be 
so large they look 
like a swarm of 
insects. Once ; ; 
known as the Red- aes ae las 
brown streaking 
backed Sandpiper, that increases 
the breeding bird is toward breast 
unmistakable with its 
long sturdy droop-tipped bill, rusty red — 2/ack belly patch 
upperparts, and black belly patch. oe meee. 
Females are similar to males but have oa 
brown napes. When feeding it often gives 
the appearance of being hunchbacked. 
e SONG Nasal slurred reedy call of cheezp, krecep, 
or treezp. Flocks make soft twittering noises at roost and on 
feeding grounds. Alarm call on breeding grounds 1s quo. 


variegated 
chestnut cap 


e BEHAVIOR Eats insects and larvae, marine worms, small 
crustaceans, snails, and small fish. Wades in shallows and uses 
bill to probe and pick up food. Probes with rapid up-and-down 
stitching motion several times per second. Gregarious, often in 
large flocks in migration and winter. On tundra breeding 
grounds male makes territorial display of lifting one wing over 
its back when another male enters the breeding ground. Fly 
rapidly while performing synchronized maneuvers as a flock. 


—e black legs 


whitish or light gray 
nape with brown streaks 
patterned 
reddish brown 
back and wings 


tail with dark 
brown center, gray 
distal sides, and 
white basal sides 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


ROCK SANDPIPER 
Yellow-green base of 
bill, legs, and feet; 

¢ in breeding plumage 
has black chest patch 
* western range. 
CURLEW SANDPIPER 


Long decurved bill ¢ in 
breeding plumage has 


bright rusty red 
e dE ye IN ye sh 5 ? 
BREEDING Monogamous. iAdespare eck and 
¢ NESTING Incubation 20-23 days by both sexes. Precocial head; white belly, 
young leave nest day of hatching. ‘Tended by both sexes, but une emailieovers, ane 
eG a ¢ ane 0? rump patch ¢ in winter 
primarily by male, for several days. First flight at 19-23 days. plumes wit 
1 brood per year. rump without black 
center line. 


¢ POPULATION Common on breeding grounds, both coasts, 
and inland to the Great Plains in migration. Rare on the Great 
Plains. Common on coastal 
wintering grounds. Has been 
declining since the 1970s for 
undetermined reasons. 

¢ CONSERVATION Vulnerable 
to habitat loss in staging and 


1 Rhake Pater e. 


| 
| 
‘gl 


Vy 
ie 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. wintering areas. 


ag Pipe i) Aes shy 
Nest Identification _ 


hous { } 


Can ars . 

i | Leaves and grasses © hummock or raised dry area on wet, grass, or sedge 
oi i a sa . 

- tundra @ both sexes make scrapes, but female chooses one and completes 


nest @ 4 olive, bluish green, or buff eggs blotched with browns or gray; 


Shape cay Location yyy 


pyriform, 1.4 inches long. 


PIUMaBE Sexes similar, | ebltal Jo “em secs te | Migtaton Nii ovarory Weight 19 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE Species Cy/jidris himantopus Length 7.58.5 inches | “P4915 5_17 inches 


STILT SANDPIPER 


‘This long-legged sandpiper can be seen during migration feeding 
in dense flocks in shallow waters along the Atlantic coast. It is 
unwary and approachable, attributes that were exploited by 
early nineteenth-century market hunters to the point that it 
became rare and irregular in New England, where it was 

once common. Today this slender, long-necked, long- 

legged shorebird seems to be increasing in numbers and 

is once again common. In flight it shows a white rump. 

In winter, the Stilt Sandpiper displays gray 
upperparts and white underparts. 

¢ SONG Low hoarse whistled whu 

or rattling trill guer7p. Also brays, 

whines, and utters guttural 
trills on breeding ground. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Eats 
mostly insects and 
their larvae, but also 
takes small crustaceans dark-patterned 
and mollusks and some wings show narrow 
plant materials, including =e bar in flight , 
seeds. May wade belly-deep : 
in water and feed by thrusting 
head underwater while probing 
mud with beak in a stitching 
motion. Usually tame around 
humans; however, this bird has 
been known to attack when an 
intruder approaches the nest. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Male 
chases female in flight until he flies ahead, then male dives 
downward singing and raising wings over back. 
e NESTING Incubation 19-21 days by both parents; male by 
day, female at night. Precocial young leave nest shortly after 
hatching, tended by parents for about 14 days. First flight at 
17-18 days. | brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common on breeding grounds and in the 
interior east of the Rockies during migration. Rare on West Coast, 
primarily in fall. Uncommon on 
Flight Pattern East Coast in spring; common 
in fall. Rare in winter in coastal 
southern US. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Populations seem to be slowly 


Strong powerful direct flight on long, on the increase. 
rapidly beating wings. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -ve- Focation —_— pyriform, 1.4 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat sees ie Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


rufous patch 
on cheeks 


/ong, slender, 
slightly decurved 
black bill 


horizontal 
barlike marking 
on chest and belly 


long greenish 
yellow legs 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


| Strilas Birds 


CURLEW SANDPIPER 
Winter plumage @ black 
legs; beak more curved. 


LESSER YELLOWLEGS 
Winter plumage 

e larger; darker gray 
upperparts with 
extensive white 


speckling; dusky lores; 
white supralorals; white 
eye ring; bright yellow 
legs and feet; long 
straight black bill. 


On small piles of sedge or low well-drained rocky ledges ¢ pair may return to 
former nest site from year to year ¢ male scrapes, but female decides which 
nest to use @ 4 pale green to olive-green or cream eggs with brown spots; 


Weight 2.1 ounces 
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Species Tpyygites subruficollis | “P88 7,5-8.25 inches | WiN€sP@ 16-17 inches 


BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPER 


Birders can spot this shorebird 
during migration when it stops 
to forage in the wet fields, 
turf farms, and rice 
fields of inland North *#277 s/raight 
i R dark brown bill 
America; 1t also favors 
golf courses and 
airports. ‘his species 
generally is approachable, 
but when frightened it 
usually runs from danger rather 
than flying. It has a short 
pigeonlike bill, and an upright 
stance like a plover. In flight 


buff head and face 
with streaked and 
spotted brown crown 


prominent dark eye 
with light eye ring 


streaked and spotted brown hindneck 
long buff 


meck 


buff-edged brown 
upperparts appear scaly 


the silvery white axillars and buff breast —— 
underwing linings contrast with streaked oo —— a 
with the buff underparts and and spotted ‘ ae Ss 

ets brown sides white belly and 
darker back. Juveniles have GLADE LEO Bajecaeed 


more scaly upperparts. brown tail 


yellowish orange 


¢ SONG During migration a soft loos ae ar 


hoarse call of pr-7-7-reer. During 

display makes quick clucking 

sounds. Otherwise mostly silent. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Eats insects, 
fly larvae and pupae, some spiders, and seeds. Prefers 

short dry grasslands in migration. Travels in small flocks, often 
mixing with other species. Rarely forages beside water. 


UPLAND SANDPIPER 
Larger; streaked brown 
plumage with no 
conspicuous marks on 


upperparts; streaking on 
breast, sides, and flanks; 


¢ BREEDING Promiscuous. Males display together at a 


long, thin neck; small 


communal area called a lek. During the display the male flash dovelike head; short 
the silvery white undersides of its wings. Successful males may yellow bill with black tip. 
mate with several females. Males leave shortly after breeding. RUPE 

¢ NESTING Female incubates 19-21 days; precocial young Juveniie laser snaalicy, 
leave nests é | ae iret flict ‘ | 1 ‘d at head; shorter, droopy bill; 
eave nest soon after hatching. First flight at about 21 days. iSne neck deep pelicd: 
1 brood per year. hump-backed body; U- 


shaped white rump band 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common on breeding eee 
rare tO Casual. 


grounds and in interior during migration. Rare to casual or 
uncommon in autumn migration on both coasts. 
¢ CONSERVATION Once 
Flight Pattern abundant, but tameness and 
flock density have made it 
| ANAN AN | Vulnerable to slaughter by 

‘| market hunters. Protective laws 
Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. have helped population aes 
When flushed twists and turns like a snipe from near extinction. 


as it climbs away. 


\ 
Nest Identification a Pent ie 
Lined with grasses or moss ® on ground in pile of vegetation or in tree stump 


¢ built by female © 4 white, buff, or olive eggs with brown blotches; pyriform, 


Shape -se- Location yyy a-— 1.3 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat Migration Migratory Weight 25 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Length 10,5-12 inches | WiP8sP2" 18-22 inches 


Family SCOLOPACIDAE 


SHORT-BILLED DOWITCHER 
‘This snipelike sandpiper is commonly seen white 
in open marshes and mudflats during supercilium 
migration. Dowitchers are known by the 
long bill, a white wedge from the barred 
tail to the back that is only visible in 
flight, and a light belly. Although its 


Specles | imnodromus griseus 


whitish 
chin 


dark brownish 
upperparts with 


call differs from that of the Long- rufous-buff- 
billed Dowitcher, they are edged feathers 


long blackish 


difficult to distinguish in 
8 brown bill 


the field because of the 

variety of breeding 

plumages in its three chunky body 
races and the overlap 

in bill length between 

the two species. 
Juveniles are the 
easiest to separate 
by plumage from 
August to October. 
Winter plumage is 
gray overall. The 
female 1s similar to 
the male but larger. 
e SONG Generally 
silent. Uiters clear 
mellow or abrasive ch7- 

too-too or kee-you. Also sings 

tiddle-whee, especially in spring. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious; feeds 

and roosts in large flocks and associates 


white to cinnamon-red 
breast with heavy brownish 


spotting or barring 
barred Pp © ° 


BN 
WINTER 


short greenish legs 
PLUMAGE 


Similar Birds 


LONG-BILLED 
DOWITCHER 

Slightly larger; longer 
legs; darker overall; 


with other species. Eats mostly insects, also Aah teal Gach eis 
eggs of king or horseshoe crabs. Probes with bars narrower than dark 
fast up-and-down motion of bill. Often submerges head in bars; ace voice 
s : : a ; : ¢ females may have 
water. May freeze in standing position when approached. Often peeeecp aie atone Oe 
) longer bill than males 


flies at considerable heights. e in breeding plumage 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Male displays with a lacks white underparts. 
hovering flight song over breeding territory. 


e NESTING Incubation 21 days 
| Flight Pattern 


by female, sometimes by both 
sexes. Precocial young leave 
nest soon after hatching. 
Tended by male but feed 
themselves. | brood per year. 
e POPULATION Common. 


Strong swift direct flight with rapid 
wing beats. 


Sticks, leaves, and grasses * on ground in small pile of grass or moss @ built by 
both sexes ¢ 4 buff-green or brownish eggs speckled and blotched with brown; 


pyriform, 1.6 x 1.1 inches. 


Shape -~ee- Location yyy .-—_7 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat © see oe Nee | Meration Mioracory Weight 3.8 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE Species 7 jmnodromus scolopaceus |*°P8th 11-12.5 inches | WiN8SP8" {820 inches 


LONG-BILLED DOWITCHER = 


Despite its name, only the female has a slightly 
longer bill than its cousin, the Short-billed 

Dowitcher. The Long-billed prefers 

freshwater habitats and migrates dense dark barring 
south later in the season than on throat and 
the Short-billed. Winter upper breast 
plumage shows gray overall. 
In breeding plumage 

birds show no white on 

the underparts, and 
the tail is darker 
than that of the 
Short-billed, 


pale chestnut to ae, 


buff supercilium 


bright white 
scapular tips 


chestnut to 


buff chin 


long 
straight bill 


se reddish 


dark barring underparts 
; on lower breast 
with smaller light bars and belly 
than dark ones. Juveniles greenish yellow 
have darker upperparts and legs and feet WINTER 
duller underparts than the juvenile PLUMAGE 


Short-billed. The scapulars have narrow 

dark rust edges, while the tertials have narrow, very even pale 
edges. On the Short-billed these feathers are broadly edged 
with reddish buff, and many have internal markings. 

¢ SONG Fast high-pitched thin nasal seek or keek-keek-keek 
usually. uttered as a single or triple note. Also sings pezer-wee-foo. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. When feeding rapidly probes up and 
down with long bill. Often puts entire head in water to probe 
for insects. Eats mostly insects and insect larvae but also takes 
crustaceans, mollusks, and plant seeds. Favors freshwater 
mudflats in migration and winter. Often flies high in migration. 


SHORT-BILLED 


A DOWITCHER 
a Slightly smaller; shorter 


legs; paler upperparts; 


some white in 
underparts; paler tail 
with white bars as wide 
or wider than dark bars; 
different call. 


COMMON SNIPE 
Long bill; boldly striped 
; head; buff stripes on 


Bie back; barred flanks; 
rusty red tail. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Small colonies. Male sings while 
performing hovering display flight. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 20 days by both sexes in first week, 


then just by male. Precocial 
Flight Pattern 


young leave nest day of 

hatching, then tended by male 
a a : but feed themselves. 1 brood 
per year. 


e POPULATION Varies from 
common to uncommon. 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -ee- Location ¢yy co 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat 1 ee see Nea | Migration Migratory Weight 3.5 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Lined with leaves and grass ® atop small pile of grasses or moss ® built by 
fe I I & ) 


female ¢ 4 brown to olive eggs with brown and gray blotches; pyriform, 


1 Oral, Lemehies: 
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Species Gy/finago gallinago \‘©8th 10-11 inches | W"8sPaNn 17_20 inches 
ZEA 


COMMON SNIPE eyes set far back 
Identified by its extremely long, straight bill on head 

and longitudinal stripes on its head, this bird 
typically can be found in freshwater marshes 
and swamps and in the vicinity of lakes and 
rivers. It generally frequents open landscapes. 


Family ScOLOPACIDAE 


longitudinal 
stripes on head 


e SONG On breeding grounds gives whear- 
wheat-wheat-wheat. Nonvocal, winnowing, 
territorial advertisement, whoo-whoo- 
whoo-whoo, produced in flight by 
rushing air vibrating two 
outermost tail feathers that 

are modified to produce 
this sound. 


long flexible bill 


buff-edged 


stripes on back 


barring on 
ft flanks 
e BEHAVIOR : 


Sits tight in wet boggy | 
areas and blends into 
background, flushing 
only when approached 
closely. When flushed, 
flies in zigzag pattern 
emitting sudden, rasping 
skaipe vocalization. Feeds principally on insects, insect larvae, 


greenish legs 
and feet 


AMERICAN WOODCOCK 
Chunkier; bars on 


crown, not longitudinal 
stripes; no barring on 
flanks; cinnamon-buff 
underparts, including 


and earthworms taken from mud by probing with its long bill. wing linings. 

¢ BREEDING Solitary nester. LONG-BILLED 

e NESTING Incubation 18-20 days by female. Precocial young Re 
leave nest within hours of hatching. First flight at 14-20 days. Dowiicen: 

1 brood per year. a Lack head striping; 


barring or spotting on 
longer neck. 


¢ POPULATION Significant decline in US from 1980 to 1995. 
Breeds in northern US, Canada, and Eurasia. Winters as far 
south as northern South America and central Africa. 

@ CONSERVATION Lands have 
been managed primarily to 
increase populations for 
hunting. It is highly 
questionable whether the 
Common Snipe should retain its 
status as a game bird species. 


Flight Pattern 


Zigzag flight on takeoff followed by direct 
flight with rapid wing beats. 


5 
! nt 
had 


Nest Identification 


dsihest tite 


Scrape ¢ 24 olive-brown or pale olive-brown eggs covered with mostly brown 


, and black dark spots and blotches, slightly glossy finish; 1.3 x 1.1 inches. 
Shape Location mm exy Wi ind black dark spots and blotches, slightly glossy finish x inches 


Plumage Sexes similar | "@bi@t wees ve Migration Migratory Weight 4/5 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ScOLOPACIDAE Species Svolopax minor | “®P8"M 10,511 inches 


AMERICAN WOODCOCK 
‘The long bill of this upland shorebird is sensitive and flexible, allowing it 
to feel for worms in deep soil. Woodcocks are rarely seen during the day 
unless flushed and escaping straightaway in flight on twittering rounded 
wings. Chunky, short-necked, and short-legged, its plumage matches the 
dead leaves of the forest floor and old fields where it roosts by day. 

¢ SONG Generally silent. In spring, male on display ground 
has nasal call of peeant, similar to that of the Common 
Nighthawk. During display flights male produces a 

musical twittering with wings and a liquid, 
bubbling song from high overhead. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Crepuscular 

and nocturnal. 


gray-striped Ay, 


Nie e 


upperparts 


a 


black and brown 
barring on crown 


big eyes set 
high on head 


long, thin 
creamy pinkish 


brown bill K 


rusty underparts 
and underwing 
linings 


Solitary. Eats mostly 
earthworms, but also takes 
slugs, insects, and some seeds and 
berries. Before probing into soil with bill, often stamps foot on 
ground, causing earthworms to move. During feeding, walks 
slowly with a back and forth rocking motion. 
¢ BREEDING Polygamous; loose colonies. Male has complex 
courtship flight: he flies from ground, circling as high as 300 
feet, hovers, chirps, and glides earthward in a series of zigzags. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 20-21 days by female. Precocial young 
leave nest 1-2 days after hatching to feed themselves, tended 
by female. First flight at 14 days; independent at 42-56 days. 

1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly 

common. Casual to eastern 
Colorado and eastern New 
Mexico; accidental to 
southeastern California. 
¢ CONSERVATION Hunted 
and managed as a game bird. 


Most often has swift direct flight; when 
flushed, flies low for short distance before 
dropping back into cover. 


Wingspan 18 inches 


Mie short black tail 
with silvery white 
terminal band 


overall black 

and brown 

barring and 
MarkINGS 


COMMON SNIPE 

More slender overall; 
longer bill; striped head 
pattern; pointed wings; 
barred sides, flanks, and 
undertail coverts; 
streaked neck and 
upper breast; buffy 
white stripes on back; 
reddish tail with white 
terminal band; longer 
greenish legs and feet. 


EURASIAN WOODCOCK 
Accidental — no recent 
records ® much larger; 
brown- and pale buff- 
barred underparts; 
pointier, longer wings. 


Nest Identification ; ernie 
Lined with twigs and dried leaves * on ground, hidden in tall grasses, weeds, or 


near stump of tree © built by female © 4 buff or cinnamon eggs, with gray, 
) 8} gray 


Shape se Location yyy a ae 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatee @ Uo Migration Migratory Weight 6.2 ounces 


DATE 


purple, and brown spots; oval, 1.5 x 1.1 inches. 


TIME LOCATION 
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Family ScOLOPACIDAE Species "Phalaropus lobatus | ‘©°8th 7.758 inches | WiNsPan 1415 inches 


RED-NECKED PHALAROPE 


Formerly called the Northern Phalarope, this bird is the smallest +7 Py 
. $ streaked gray 
of the phalaropes, as well as the most abundant and widely forehead and 
distributed. Like all birds in its genus, the male 1s the only TOWN 
gender with brood patches with which to incubate the clutch. 
Male and female have similar plumage, but male looks more 
washed-out. White wing bars show in ‘ions 
flight. In winter plumage both sexes have a ca es noe | 

te: - with buff striping ’ Ga white throat 
heavily streaked gray upperparts, whitish and feather edging f 
underparts, a black line through the eyes, 
and dark legs and feet. 
e SONG Flight call is soft c/ipp or rwit, 
tirric or twik. Utters various 
insectlike alarm calls on 
breeding grounds. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Very tame. 
Gregarious in migration and 
winter; also pelagic in winter. 
Turns in circles while 
feeding in shallow 
water and picks up black face 
zooplankton stirred Toa 
up to surface. ‘Turns 
over rocks, picks larvae 
off water. Eats brine 
shrimp, aquatic vegetation, 
insect larvae, mollusks, and 
plankton. Female initiates 
courtship, selects scrape, and 
deserts male as soon as 
incubation begins; sometimes mates with a second male. 


straight, needlelike 
black bill 


—_+*___e white 
underparts 


© short blue-gray 
small white legs and feet 
spot in front 


of eye 


rufous-red JUVENILE 
on neck 


gray sides gray streaking on 
of breast sides and flanks 


RED PHALAROPE 
Larger; longer wings 


e BREEDING Monogamous, or female serially polyandrous (at 

least 10 percent). Solitary or in pairs. 

e NESTING Incubation 17-21 days by male. Precocial young 

leave nest soon after hatching and are able to swim immediately. 

Tended by male but feed themselves. First flight at 20-21 days. 

1 brood by male and 1-2 broods by female per year. 

¢ POPULATION Abundant. Common off West Coast and inland in 
| the West during migration; rare 
Flight Pattern inland in the Midwest and the 
East; uncommon off Atlantic 
Coast; fairly common offshore 
in Maritimes and New England. 
¢ CONSERVATION Vulnerable 
to marine pollution and oil 
spills. 


¢ thicker yellowish bill 
in breeding season 
e in winter has thicker 


blackish bill; more 
\e uniform pale gray 
a upperparts without 


whitish streaking. 


Swift swallowlike flight with rapid wing 
beats and quick movements and turns. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -ee- 


Lined with grasses, dried leaves, and stalks ¢ in tussock of grasses or sunken in 
mosses, often sheltered by vegetation @ built by male, often in company of 
female ¢ 3-4 buff-olive eggs spotted with brown; oval to pyriform, 

1.2 x 0.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat yes ors i AR Migration Migratory Weis 1/2 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Location mmm 44x 
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Species Phalaropus fulicaria 


RED PHALAROPE 


Family ScOLOPACIDAE 


Length g_9 inches Wingspan {416 inches 


Of all phalaropes, the Red is most pelagic, nests farthest north, and black 
migrates farthest south. It breeds well north of the Arctic Circle and wing Ips 


winters at sea off both Atlantic and Pacific Coasts. Its bill is shorter 
and thicker than that of other phalaropes. In flight it shows a 
white wing stripe, a uniformly gray back (in 

winter), and brownish legs and feet. 

e SONG Bell-like c/ink-clink. Also a 

shrieking shrill w7-wyt and fink or tsik. ' white face 
¢ BEHAVIOR ‘Tame. Solitary or 

in small flocks; at sea ioe 
occasionally in very large and forehead 
flocks. Pelagic in winter. 
Swims readily. Wades into 
water to feed; finds food on 
surface and in shallow water. 
Swims and spins often, 
picking up planktonic food 
particles with its bill from 
the surface. Eats small 
insects, fish, and yellowish bill 
aquatic invertebrates. — @vth black ip 
¢ BREEDING Female 

polyandrous; male promiscuous. 
Semicolonial. Female selects 
territory, leaves area shortly 
after laying eggs; and 
sometimes mates again. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 
18-20 days by male. 
Precocial young leave 
nest soon after hatching. 
‘Tended by male but 
feed themselves. First 
flight at 16-20 days. 

1 brood per year by 
male and 2 broods by female. 


dark gray 
upperparts 
have feathers 
fringed with 
rufous-buff 


black at 
base of bill 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


chestnut-red underparts 


more brightly colored 


FEMALE 


RED-NECKED 
PHALAROPE 
‘Thinner, needlelike 


bill; smaller ¢ in winter 
plumage is darker with 
heavily striped back; 
blacker crown; more 


chestnut-red underparts contrasting wing stripe. 


¢ POPULATION Abundant on breeding grounds. In winter and 
migration fairly common off the 
Flight Pattern West Coast; uncommon off the 
East Coast. Rare inland. 

¢ CONSERVATION Accidents 
occur during migration, such as 
collisions with lighthouses. 

Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. Storms at sea can blow birds 


inland. Vulnerable to oil spills. 
Nest Identification 


Shape -se wy Location sum yyy 


Domed with grass ¢ lined with grasses and other fine materials * on ground near 
water @ built by male ¢ 3-4 olive-green eggs blotched with black or brown; oval 


to pyriform, 1.2 x 0.9 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat J. Sess aan Migration Migratory Weight 1.8 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family | ARIDAE Species Syercorarius skua | *©M8'N 20-22 inches | Wingspan 54 59 inches 


GREAT SKUA 


Sometimes called a sea hawk because its habits resemble those of 
inland raptors, this skua is known to steal food from other 
seabirds. A native of Iceland and northern Europe, it can be 

seen off the north Atlantic Coast year-round. About the size 


of a stocky Herring Gull, this bird will attack gannets. It broad white 

likes to tend large fishing boats where it may take MATRINGS ON 
UPPe? PTIMATTIES 

scraps, throwbacks, and garbage. A dark chunky HEE - 


heavy-looking bird with wide wings that show dark brown 
patches of white at the base of the primaries, it underving 
looks somewhat hunchbacked in flight. It 

displays pale and dark color phases. — drownish overall, 
streaked with gold and 
heavy blackish reddish brown 
gray bill with 


dark tip 
cinnamon- and 
buff-marked 
e SONG chestnut-bromn Fee ae 
=, - Es SHOTT OLACRISH 
Calls shooo-aa,  “"derparts brown wedze- 


shaped tail PALE 
MORPH 


skooo00-aa. When 
defending nest, 
cries uk-tuk-tuk. 
¢ BEHAVIOR 
Spends much time at sea. 
Eats fishes, small seabirds, ducks, 
small mammals, carrion, and refuse. Steals fish from other 

birds by attacking them from the air and causing them to release 
or disgorge prey. Usually initiates pursuit-chases with low-level 
attack, harassing birds as large as gannets by chasing them and 
grabbing their tail or wing until they disgorge their catch, which 
the skua often catches before it hits the water. 

e BREEDING Usually monogamous, but have been known to 
be polygamous; small colonies. Raises wings in display flight. 

e NESTING Incubation 26-29 days by both sexes, but mostly 
by female. Semiprecocial young stay in nest 42-49 days, fed by 
both parents. First flight at about 60 days, but young stay near nest 
for 21-28 more days, tended by 
both parents. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon 


off the north and middle 
c Atlantic Coast south to North 
Carolina from November 
through March. 


DARK 
MORPH 


POMARINE, PARASITIC, 
AND LONG-TAILED 
JAEGERS 

Dark morphs ¢ smaller; 


not barrel chested; may 
have tail points (unless 
molted); narrower 
wings; less striking wing 
patch. 


SOUTH POLAR SKUA 
Lacks reddish tones and 
streaking on upperparts 
e “blond phase” much 

paler with less streaking 
and much paler head. 


Flight Pattern 


Strong purposeful direct flight with 
shallow constant wing beats; hugs wave 
contours or flies up to 150 feet high. 


Nest Identification 


Lined with leaves, moss, and grass ¢ on rocky ground at base of bank or slope 
e built by both sexes ¢ 1-3 yellow to green or brown eggs, marked with purple 
Shape -ee- Location a — and brown splotches; short elliptical, 2.6 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat aan Migration Migratory Weight 14 6 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family [ ARIDAE SPECIES Syerrorarius maccormicki WingsP2) 52 inches 


SOUTH POLAR SKUA 


Rarely seen from shore, this skua spends much of its time at sea, 
scavenging around fishing boats and chasing gulls and shearwaters. 
It nests along the coast of Antarctica but winters (our summer) 1n 
northern oceans; vagrants have been spotted in the Aleutians 
and once in North Dakota. They may be seen well off the 
Atlantic and Pacific coasts from May to November. In flight, 

the South Polar Skua looks stout-bodied and chunky, with a 
“hunched shoulder” appearance. ‘The smallest of the 
skuas, this bird has a smaller head than the Great Skua; 
both a light and dark morph with gradations in 
between may range from almost white-bodied to 
blackish. The intermediate morph has a medium- 
brown nape and underparts. 


white base to 
primaries forms 
bar on middle of 


forewing 
| 


¢ SONG Usually silent away from 
breeding areas. Gull-like scoo-ah. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary outside 
breeding season. Aggressive 
hunter. Eats fish, penguin eggs, 
lemmings, and carrion. 
Shakes birds with its bill 


brown unstreaked 
mantle 


short broad tail 


broad rounded wings 


to make them let go of their prey then seizes 1t. Dives into PALE 
water from air to catch fish. ‘Tends fishing trawlers. Defensive MORPH 
at nest; often flies straight at the head of a human intruder. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous; small colonies. Male feeds female 


during courtship. Great SKUA 
Larger; reddish 


¢ NESTING Incubation 24-34 days by both parents; female 


streaking on upperparts; 


does more. Young semiprecocial; one nestling may be forced lacks pale nape 
by its sibling to leave nest shortly after hatching; usually dies. * easter range. 


The remaining one is fed by both parents by regurgitation. 


First flight at 49-59 days. 
Flight Pattern 


1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Casual May to 
------ — : November well offshore on 
both Pacific and Atlantic Coasts, 


as postbreeding birds disperse 
northward from Antarctica. 


Strong swift direct flight with constant 
shallow wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -se- Location ‘ — 


Habitat sax Nee Migration Migratory Weight 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Moss or bare soil © on rocky slopes, bottom of hill ¢ male begins nest, female 
completes * 1-3 yellow to green or brown eggs marked with purples and 
browns; short elliptical, 2.4 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar 


2.5 pounds 
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Species Srercorarius pomarinus | *€%8'N 20-23 inches _ | “iN8SPAN 48 inches 


POMARINE JAEGER 


‘The largest and strongest jaeger is about the size of a Ring-billed or Heermann’s 
Gull, with a bulky body, thick neck, and wide-based wings. Like many of the 
skuas, its nesting is related to lemming populations on the Arctic tundra. When 
the brown lemming is numerous these seabirds nest, and when the rodent ts not 
abundant they may not breed at all. 


Family | ARIDAE 


chocolate-brown back, 


It has a light color morph yellowish wash upperwing coverts, 
and a more rare dark over nape and secondary flight feathers, 


cheeks and tail feathers 


morph. Adults 
2 long central tail 
feathers twisted 


dark helmeted WO degrees 


appearance 


heavy hooked 
bill 


LIGHT 
MORPH 


have 2 blunt central 

tail feathers with vanes 
twisted vertically. In flight 
this bird appears bulkier, 
with a slower wing beat, than 
other jaegers, and displays a 
larger white patch at the base of 
the primaries, often with a second 
smaller and fainter patch nearby. 


dark band 
mottled across chest 


chocolate-brown 
— underwing coverts 


white to pale base of 
primary flight feathers, 


darker toward tips 
Similar Birds 


PARASITIC JAEGER 
Smaller; more slender; 


e SONG Often silent, except on breeding 
grounds. Sharp which-yew or yeew; high- 

pitched week-week or yeew-eee. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Predatory. Eats 
small mammals, fish, birds, carrion, and refuse. 
Often steals from other seabirds. Picks up prey Sys 
with bill, never talons. Found at sea outside MORPH 
breeding season. 


two central tail feathers 
extended and pointed 
but not twisted; smaller 
bill; less white at base 
of primaries. 


SOUTH POLAR SKUA 
Bulky, heavy body; 
golden streaking on 
nape; hunchback 
appearance; short 
wedge-shaped tail with 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous; small colonies. 
During courtship, male and female face one 
another and vibrate wings while singing. 

e NESTING Incubation 25-27 days by both sexes. 
Semiprecocial young leave nest after a few days, 
but tended 42 days or more. First flight at 21-27 days after 


fledging nest. Average less than 
Flight Pattern 


JUVENILE 


central tail feathers not 
extended. 


1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon to 
fairly common on tundra 
breeding grounds. Common to 
uncommon far offshore on both 
coasts outside breeding season. 


Strong steady flight with slow deep wing 
beats like a large gull; may alternate 
several wing beats with long glide. 


Nest Identification 


Lined with plant material © on ground ¢ built by both parents ¢ 2 olive to brown 


f eggs, with dark brown blotches; short elliptical, 2.6 inches long. 
Shape Location ke 
-0e- sai 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat aan Migration Migratory Weight 1.4 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


172° BIRDS‘OF THE MID-ATLAN Ife 


Family | ARTDAE SPECIES Gyercyrarius parasiticus Wingspan 36 inches 


Length 1521 inches 


PARASITIC JAEGER 


‘This skua can sometimes be seen from shore, intruding 
upon migrating flocks of terns and stealing food from 
other seabirds. It has two distinct color morphs, 

light and dark, and many intermediates. 
Falconlike in pursuit, it is about the size 
of a Laughing or Mew Gull and normally 
flies with quick wing beats broken by 
short glides. It 1s not Known to breed 
until three to five years of age. 


. 5 
‘e white base of 
primaries 


e SONG Usually silent when not 
on breeding grounds. Yelping 
notes and rising skooo-a 
or ka-daow. 


brown upperparts 


Pe brown cap 


2 pointed and 
extended central 
tail feathers ’ 
thin bill 
(for a jaeger) 
yellowish wash 

on cheeks and nape 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary off 
breeding grounds. Predatory. 
Eats refuse, small birds 
(feathers and all), bird eggs, 


LIGHT DARK MORPH 
small mammals, insects, and sles tale ena 
Pea eae vg a ee JUVENILE 


berries. Steals most of its food 


from terns and other seabirds. LIGHT 

When ashore, may walk while MORPH Similar Birds 
foraging. Winters closer to the SOY, POMARINE JAEGER 
coast than other jaegers. Larger; two central tail 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Paler morphs nena 
usually breed at younger age than darker morphs. white wing patches; 


heavier bill. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 25-28 days by both parents. Young 
semiprecocial; first flight at 25-35 days, but tended by both 
parents and fed by regurgitation 
for 21 days or more. Has 1 brood 
per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common; stable. Casual inland 
in fall migration; especially on 
Great Lakes and Salton Sea. 


Flight Pattern 


Fast wing beats compared to other jaegers; 
often alternates flap and glide like a 
falcon. Also hovers. 


Nest Identification 


Lined with plant material © on ground near base of cliff or slope * male chooses 


site; built by both sexes, but female does more * 2 brown to green or sometimes 


Shape -ee- Location sass blue eggs, with brown spots; short elliptical, 2.2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat aan see LL Ne | Migration Mioratory Weight 14.9 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC e 173 


Family | ARIDAE Species Syerrorarius longicaudus | ©"8h 20-23 inches | WiN€sPan 30_33 inches 


LONG-TAILED JAEGER 


Distinguished by its eight- to ten-inch central tail feathers, 
this jaeger is rarely seen from land outside breeding season 
in the Arctic. These birds migrate in family groups to the 
central Pacific and south Atlantic in winter, but their 
route is unknown. The smallest of the jaegers, it 1s 
the least likely to steal food from other seabirds 

and is highly dependent on the tundra’s 

small rodent populations in summer. In avin 
flight adults do not show a breast band, _, collar 
as do other jaegers. ‘They have light ae 
grayish brown upperparts and long 

slender wings without a white patch at 
the base of the primaries (shafts of 
three outer primaries are white) and a ellie 
slender body. Juveniles have a short hae 
tail and a white patch at the base of 
the primaries under the wing. 

® SONG While flying, phew-pheu- 
pheu. When irritated utters £7-7-7-7; 


dark brown flight 
feathers contrast 
with gray coverts 


blue-gray legs 
and feet 


—— 


kr-r-1-t, Rir-kri-R71. Jone pointed 
¢ BEHAVIOR In summer eats es 
CAINETS 


mostly lemmings and other small 
rodents, but also takes birds, eggs, 
insects, carrion, and berries. In winter 
eats fish, squid, carrion, and refuse. Uses 
beak to pick up food. Catches insects 
and other prey in flight. Often flies low 
over land or water. Most pelagic jaeger in 
postbreeding season. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 
Does not breed until 3-4 years old. Courtship display features PARASITIC JAEGER 
zigzag chasing flight. During courtship, male feeds female from Larger; black legs; 


DARK LIGHT 
MORPH MORPH 
JUVENILE JUVENILE 


| q larger white patch on 
Oo 7 1 
the ground. outer wings; grayish 


¢ NESTING Incubation 23-25 days by both sexes. Young breast band; short, 
semiprecocial; first flight at 22-27 days, but both sexes tend and 
feed by regurgitation for 7-21 days. 1 brood per year unless 
lemmings are scarce, then birds will not breed at all. 


¢ POPULATION Common on 
Flight Pattern 


pointed central tail 
feathers. 


tundra breeding grounds. 
Trends stable. Disperses widely 
at sea outside breeding season. 
Fairly common to uncommon 
off West Coast; casual in Gulf of 
Mexico and on East Coast. Rare 
to accidental inland. 


Light floating buoyant ternlike flight 1s 


graceful compared with other jaegers. 


Hovers before dipping to pick up prey. 


Nest Identification 


Lined with grasses, moss, and leaves ® on ground near edge of slope ¢ built 


mostly by female ¢ 2 brown to olive eggs with dark brown and gray blotches; 


Shape -se Location comm short elliptical, 2.2 inches long. 
-9e- pa a4 I 


Plumage Sexes similar | Fabitat sax Migration Migratory Weight 9 9 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family | ARIDAE Species 7 grys atricilla Length 15-17 inches | Wingspan 49_42 inches 


LAUGHING GULL 


Named for its laughterlike call, this gull was 
threatened by the feather trade in the early 
20th century. Now this coastal inhabitant 
forms colonies with thousands of nests. 

A distinguishing habit is its 
tendency to steal food from 
the Brown Pelican by 
snatching it out of 
the pelican’s pouch 
after it surfaces peal 
with a catch. ‘This beak 
three-year gull passes 

through two different 

winter plumages prior 

to attaining adult 

plumage. Adults have a 

white tail year round. In 
winter adults the black 

head is replaced by a gray white 
smudge on the nape, and the bill, underparts 
legs, and feet are dull blackish. 

e SONG Throaty cheer-ah! cheer-ah! Or 
ka-ha, ka-ha and long, drawn-out, strident 
laugh of ha-ha-ha-hah-ha-ha, hah-hah-hah. 


black hood 


small white crescent marks 
above and below eyes 

black outer 
primaries 


broad white colar 


white trailing 
edge to wing from 
base to inner 
primaries 


Slate-gray mings 


_— 


black legs ol 
JUVENILE 


¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Omnivorous; eats FIRST SECOND 
fish, crustaceans, insects, carrion, eggs, young birds, WINTER WINTER 
earthworms, and refuse. Unlike some shoreline birds, does not 
swim underwater but snatches food from surface or ground, 
foraging while walking or wading. Occasionally plunges head 
: : > : > ‘ns Partial black hood; 
and neck underwater while searching for or catching food. Sle hice bar on Beane 
Excellent flier; ride updrafts from ships and ferries across bays, pan white primary tips: 
channels, or shipping lanes for miles, watching for food thrown broader white crescent 
overboard into water. Will accept food tossed in the air and from PEC RSQ ONO e 
human hand. 


FRANKLIN'S GULL 


below eyes; pale gray 
central tail feathers; 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. paler bases to 


underwing primaries. 


e NESTING Incubation about 20 days by both sexes. Young 

leave nest to hide in nearby vegetation after a few days. Both 
sexes feed first by regurgitation, 

solid food later. First flight at 
35 days. 1 brood per year. 

® POPULATION Common. 

Probably stable over much of 

range, but numbers have been 


Slow flight with deep wing beats. May : : : : 
: Increasing In the northeastern 


soar on updrafts and deflected wind over 
US in recent years. 


dunes, beaches, parking lots, and ships. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -ee- egy Location yey am 


Little lining in scrape; cup lined with grass, sticks, and debris © built by both 
sexes ® 3 olive to buff eggs with brownish marks; ovate to elliptical ovate or 


Weight 11.5 ounces 


pyriform, 1.9-2.3 x 1.9-2.3 inches. 


Habitat Nw 


Plumage Sexes similar Migration Migratory 


Q 
as 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family | ARIDAE Specles 7 arys minutus Length 1012 inches | Wingspan 24 26 inches 


LITTLE GULL 


‘This European native is rarely encountered in great 
numbers in North America. The first Little Gull nest 
in North America was discovered in 1962. ‘The ee 

; R is Hee : white-tipped 
smallest of all gulls, this shoreline inhabitant Wale ios 
sometimes is seen alongside Bonaparte’s Gulls ; 
and terns. In winter months, the Little Gull 
sports a gray cap, a gray spot behind both 
eyes, and a black bill. Breeding adults 

have a black cap. In flight, note the 


rounded wing with dark gray to WINTER » rounded pale 
: D oP) LTAY WINES 
black underwings, contrasting PLUMAGE aS 


with the pale upperwing and 

body and square tail. 

Juveniles show a black bar — dark red bill 
on the upperwings in with black tip 
flight. This 1s a two- to 
three-year gull. 

¢ SONG Calls include 
a kek-kek-kek with a 
repeated kay-e. 

e BEHAVIOR 

Forages for food by 
flying low over land 

or the water’s 

surface, sometimes 
dipping down while 

in flight to catch @ Bonaparre’s GULL 
prey. Also forages while swimming and wading 1n shallow water. fe Larger; black bill; white 


Reeds Saari Sig ek sie al Sera OCC SCACCANS wedge on outer wing 
eeds primarily on insects 1n SumMmMecr, otherwise crustaceans, (primaries); black- 


white 
underparts wth 
JUVENILE 


red legs 
BREEDING 
PLUMAGE 


mollusks, spiders, small fish, and marine worms. Feeding flight tipped primaries; pale 

is hesitant, wavering, and ternlike as it dips down, legs trailing, underwing surface. 

to pick up food from water. ; BLACK-HEADED GULL 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. sienircanely larson dank 
£ brown-black head; red 

e NESTING Incubation 23-25 days by both sexes. bill; white wedge on 


Semiprecocial young remain in nest 21-24 days, fed by both outer wing; black- 
VeRGAR : ‘ tipped primaries. 
sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Rare to uncommon. North American populations 


scattered and irregular. 
Flight Pattern 


Common in Eurasian countries. 
@ CONSERVATION North 
American numbers probably not 
large enough to be self- 
sustaining, but birds migrating 
from Europe maintain a small 
but steady population. 


Strong direct flight with deep wing beats, 
particularly on downstroke. 


Nest Identification 


SNape ee LOCAtION mam 


Plumage Sexes similar | W@b!tet sexs vs Migtavien Nieratory Eley AD ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Grass- and leaf-lined with weeds and reeds ® on wet ground, sometimes built 
higher ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 1-5 yellowish, olive-brown, greenish gray eggs, 
marked with reddish brown and gray; ovate, 1.6 x 1.8 inches. 


176 ¢ BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC 


Family | ARIDAE Species 7 arys philadelphia |\©P8M 12-14 inches | W"€SP8" 33_36 inches 


BONAPARTE’S GULL 


‘This is one of the smallest gulls.in North America 
and the smallest native species. It is named for 
French zoologist Charles Lucien Bonaparte, a 
nephew of Napoleon. In winter plumage it 

shows a plain white head without the 

black hood, leaving only a distinctive gray back 
black spot between the eye and ear. Ald OTE 
In flight, note a white wedge on 
the leading edge of the outer 
wing, black tips on the 
primaries, and pale 
underwings. ‘This is a 
two-year gull. 


blackish hood 


black bill 


black-tipped white wedge 


primaries on wing white 
underparts oy 
orange legs Pp <a 


e SONG Shrieking 
whistles and a call of cheeer. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Eats 
mostly insects on summer breeding 
grounds, where it sometimes hawks 
flying insects. In winter eats fish, 
crustaceans, and marine worms. Catches fish WINTER 
by wading in water as well as by diving. PLUMAGE 
Forages on ground for insects and also catches 

them in flight. Its habit of nesting in trees is most unusual 
among gulls. 


BLACK-HEADED GULL 

i Dark brown-black hood; 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary or small colonial. red bill; dark underside 
of primaries. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 24 days by both sexes. Not known 

when semiprecocial young first fly, but known to be fed by both 
parents while in nest. 1 brood 
per year. 

¢ POPULATION Stable. 
Common in migration and 
winter on Great Lakes and on 
Pacific, Atlantic, and Gulf 


Light and buoyant direct flight is ternlike, | Coasts. Uncommon migrant 
with rapid wing beats. inland in the West. 


Nest Identification — 
Sticks lined with moss and grasses; abandoned nests lined with hay and moss 


¢ coniferous tree, 4-20 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 24 olive to 
> 


Flight Pattern 


Shape pa Location gy. buff eggs, marked with brown blotches; ovate to elliptical-ovate, 2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat oe mee xe Migration Migratory Weight 7.5 ounces 


DATE TIME_ LOCATION 
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sis | “ensth 18-19 inches | Wingspan 48 inches 


. Henne Apel Sd a tat 
Family | ARIDAE mbecles Larus delawarensis 


RING-BILLED GULL 


One of the most widespread 
and familiar gulls in North 
America, the Ring-billed 
Gull can be distinguished 
by the black subterminal 
band on its yellow bill. 


pale eyes with red 
orbital ring 


pale gray ’ 4 a 
upperwings JUVENILE First 


and back WINTER 


yellow bill 
with black 
subterminal 


band 


SECOND THIRD 
WINTER WINTER 


This three-year 

bird is like many 

other gulls in that 

it is energetic when 

gathering food. It has 

been seen foraging 

through dumps and 

parking lots near human 

populations, as well as 

wading and swimming white underparts, 
for prey in inland lakes. cluding 
Winter adults have a underwings 
brown-streaked head. 
e SONG High-pitched 
repeated /Azyak, hiyak. 
Call is sharp #y-0w. gO mes 
¢ BEHAVIOR Omnivorous; ~~ de 
eats earthworms, insects and 


black primaries 
with some white 
window 
markings 


— yellow legs white tail 
and feet 


Similar Birds H aNieh 


f+ CALIFORNIA GULL 

d Larger; red spot near 
up of lower 
mandible; yellow bill; 


insect larvae, fish, grain, rodents, greenish yellow legs 
and refuse. Very active in gathering food; follows plows, and feet. 
scavenges through refuse, steals food from other birds, and HERRING GULL 
forages while walking, wading, and swimming. ‘This ecologically _ Larger; red spot near 


up of lower 
d % f mandible; creamy 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous; sometimes polygamous. Colonial. pink legs and feet. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 21—28 days by both sexes. 

Semiprecocial young stay 
around nest 35 days. Fed by 
both sexes. | brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Abundant. 
Increasing despite depletion in 
late 1800s. Estimated at 

3-4 million. 


adaptable species has benefited by man’s alteration of habitat. 


Riga Postern 


Strong direct flight with deep wing beats. 


ey LBRO i a 
dentifice cation i Meas 


piel il Made of weeds, bits of debris, and grass ® on ground, sometimes among rocks 
Ray 
zis! 


Soars on thermals. 
i aa 
ie ae 
or occasionally in low tree * built by both sexes * 2—4 olive-brown to brown 
eggs with lavender, gray, and dark brown blotches; ovate to short ovate, 


Shape egy <> Location yyy mmm xis Sa 2.3 inches long. 
Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ses Nee au Migration Migratory Weight 1.2 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Nest 


178 © BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC 


Family | ARIDAE Species J arys argentatus | “P&M 2226 inches | WINESPAN 54_58 inches 


HERRING GULL iehtsellom 


: : : : heavy eyes 
After facing a serious decrease in population Ja) - 
8 Poe yellow bill 


in the 19th century, the Herring Gull has 

recovered and 1s once again numerous 

along the Atlantic Coast. Its range red spot on 

continues to expand, making it the lower” 

most widespread and best-known mandible 

gull in North America. This | 

four-year gull usually nests “8#/ gray @ 
ie d b h upperwings 

on the ground, but when Ga ebae 

humans intrude, it will 


——_—— white head 
and neck 


DARK 
JUVENILE 


black wing lips 
with white spots 


SS white 
breast SECOND 
WINTER 


white 


underparts 


white tail 


creamy pinkish 
legs and feet 


THIRD FOURTH 


choose trees or even 
rooftops. Winter adults 

have a white head, neck, and 
upper breast streaked with pale 
brown. Plumage is highly variable. 
¢ SONG Noisy with various calls, including 
loud cleew cleew, strident syow, or trumpetlike kee-ou, kee-ou. Also 
has alarm call of hek-kek-kek or hyiah—hyak. 

e¢ BEHAVIOR Opportunistic. Often follows ships in sea lanes to 
feed on refuse thrown overboard. Along seacoasts eats fish, wide 
variety of marine invertebrates, refuse, carrion, and algae. On 
land eats worms, insects and insect larvae, berries, rodents, and 
eggs and young of other birds. Active forager. Like other gulls, 
carries hard-shelled mollusks into the air, then drops them on 
hard surface to break open shells. Sometimes steals food from 
other birds. Frequents garbage dumps. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 


e NESTING Incubation 
Flight Pattern 


WINTER WINTER 


Similar Birds 


CALIFORNIA GULL 

Smaller; dark eye; 
yA red spot edged with 

@ i Diack on lower 

mandible; darker 
gray mantle and 
wings; dusky trailing 
edge on underwing; 
yellow-green legs 
and feet. 


RING-BILLED GULL 
edit: Smaller yellow bill 


a, has black 
ff *~ subterminal ring; 
greenish yellow legs. 


23-27 days by both sexes. 
Semiprecocial young stay 
around nest 24-49 days. Fed by 
both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Abundant. 
‘Today all gulls are protected by 
federal law. 


Strong steady flight with deep wing beats. 
Soars on thermals and deflected updrafts. 


Nest Identification 


Lined with weeds, grass, and seaweed ¢ on ground sheltered by shrubs or rock, 


Shape -ee pa. in tree, or on roof ¢ 2—3 gray, green, bluish, or brown eggs with brown, lavender, 


and black streaks; ovoid, 2.6—3 x 1.8—2.2 inches. 


Location —i 2. Ke 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat wa see Ue Migration Migratory Weight 2.7 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family [ARIDAE hae a 


EDA GecceGa bt , 
eA rus glaucoides } i Length 23_25 inches | Wingspan 54 inches 


ICELAND GULL whitehead 
an a 


Restricted to the North Atlantic Ocean where it 
is in the company of larger, more robust gulls, 
this highly variable four-year gull spends its 
summers on the coasts of northeastern NOD DLEVES 
Canada and Greenland. It has two _ | (sometimes brown) 
morphs: the typical form, which os Bray) UDR oo 

, : ack and wings 
nests in Greenland and has white 
wing tips, and the Kumlien’s, 
which nests in Canada and yellow bill with 
has gray wing tips. The oo red spot on lower 
pale primaries look | LE 
translucent in 


LD 


red eye ring 


gray-tinted 
or white 
primaries . 

JUVENILE 
white underparts 


pink legs and feet 
white tail 


SECOND 
flight, especially Wantneae 
from below. Winter adults 
show pale brown streaking on ie aS NN 
the head, neck, and upper breast. soe ee 
e SONG Call of clew, clew, clew or hak- sg = Darker mantle; brown 
kak-kak, similar to that of the Herring Gull. Bits es 
¢ BEHAVIOR Eats small fish, crustaceans, berries, mollusks, darker wing tips, 
carrion, refuse, seeds, and eggs and young of other birds. especially on 
Catches fish by plunging into water while flying. Also finds food eae 
while wading or walking on shore. Often feeds with Herring hetero ete 
Gulls and nests in mixed colonies with other gulls. o- bill: ae ea ae 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. « eyes with yellow eye 
¢ NESTING Incubation 23-27 days by both sexes. ce 
Semiprecocial young stay around nest 24-29 days; tended by 

both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

ie light Pattern aris ° POPULATION Uncommon to 

ee eee rare on East Coast and Great 
Lakes in winter. Casual to Gulf 
Coast and Pacific Coast in 
winter. Rare inland. Breeding 
populations stable and perhaps 
are increasing. 


Hed 


Direct flight with strong steady deep wing 
beats on long wings. Soars on thermals 
and updrafts. 


Ties 
i i He Nest Identification Ht oe 


eee. 


Grass, moss, and various rubbish ¢ on hillock near shelter ¢ 2—3 buff to olive 
eggs with dark brown blotches; ovate, 2.7 inches long. 


Shape «ay pg Location a 


Plumage Sexes similar | T@0!tat ren ue Migration Migratory me" 1.9 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


180 ¢ BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLAN'TIC 


Family | aRIpAr Species 7 grys fuscus Lengt" 2{_22 inches 


Wingspan 54 inches 


LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL 
‘This European gull is wintering in increasing 
numbers in North America. It is similar to the 
Western Gull and the Great Black-backed Gull. 
Smaller than either of those gulls, it has yellow, 

not pink, feet and legs. Winter adults have a 

brown streaked head and neck. ‘This four-year white head «Fe 
gull’s behavior and voice resembles other gulls. 


e SONG A loud 4yow and a wide ag Wate 
= c 4 J 0) Di yu) 

range of other calls, including ywk- red spot on lower 

yuk-yuk-yuckle-yuckle or hiyak, dark slate-gray mandible 

hiyak, hiyak, hiyak -hiyak. or black mantle 


pale yellow 
eyes with red 
eye ring , 


and neck 


———— white chest, belly, 
and underparts 


yellow legs 
and feet 


Se white tail 


and rump ab & 
SECOND PHIRD 
WINTER WINTER 


¢ BEHAVIOR Eats small fish, 
seaweed, wide variety of marine 
invertebrates, insects, refuse, carrion, and eggs == GREAT BLACK- 
and young of other birds. Finds food by wading, swimming, and BACKED GULL 
lunging to ocean’s surface while flying. Also steals food from poe ee: 
P 5 18, eee . ye OES and feet; darker 
other birds. Scavenges. wings and mantle. 


Similar Birds 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial.  WesTERN GULL 

¢ NESTING Incubation 24-27 days by both sexes. : Barer palslaz: 
- ee = and feet. 

Semiprecocial young climb out of nest after a few days and 

explore surrounding area. Fed by both sexes. First flight at 


30-40 days. 1 brood per year. 
Flight Pattern 


e POPULATION Rare to 


uncommon tn eastern North 
cs ia € oS) America; casual in the interior 
mf € =) x 5 
5 around the Great Lakes and on 
y . 
the West Coast to Alaska. 


Direct flight with strong steady, deep wing 


Sie ie ha Common to fairly common in 
beats on long wings. Sometimes soars on Z ° : ; 
thermals and updrafts. western Europe and Eurasia. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -ee- LOCATION seam a ~< 


Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Lined with dry lichens, dry vegetation, and feathers ¢ built by both sexes © on 
ground near grassy shore or hidden in grasses and rocks * 3 brown or olive to 


blue-green eggs usually blotched with dark brown; size varies but most are 


Weight 1.7 pounds 


ovoid, 2.7 inches long. 


Habitat ran pee Migration Migratory 
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Family | ARIDAE epee aus hyperboreus | *©8th 26-30 inches | WinésPan 56_60 inches 


GLAUCOUS GULL 


‘The palest of the large gulls, this bird is also the most 
northerly breeder of the Larus gulls. It can be found 
nesting on the Arctic coasts of North America and 
Greenland. A heavy-bodied, stocky, barrel- 

chested gull, its short wings barely 

extend beyond the tail when aE Ne ei 
standing. Winter adults show head with red spot on 
and neck lightly streaked pale ¢ lower mandible 
brown. This is a four-year gull. 


e SONG Usually silent. While 
flying, makes a prattling-like 

quack. Also has various 

shrieking cries, similar to 

those of Herring Gull. 

e BEHAVIOR Marine _ ye//ow eyes with 
habits. Predatory and ye//ow orbital 
aggressive, especially ’””S 
in summer when it 

feeds primarily on 

eggs and young of 

other birds, especially 
ducks, alcids, 

shorebirds, and gulls. 

Also eats fish, marine 
invertebrates, refuse, 
insects, and berries. Major 
predator on lemmings and 
other small mammals during 
their peak population cycles. Steals food from SECONTS 
other seabirds. Also finds food by wading in water WINTER 
and diving to surface while flying. Catches smaller 
birds and insects in air. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 27-28 days by both sexes. 
Semiprecocial young leave nest within days of 
hatching, but remain in vicinity. Fed by both sexes. 
Independent soon after first flight at 45-50 days. Usually 

1 brood per year. 

e POPULATION Common on 
breeding grounds. Closely tied 
to lemming population near its 
nesting grounds. Uncommon to 
fairly common in winter on the 
north Atlantic and north Pacific 
Coasts. Rare south and inland. 


white-tipped pale 


gray primaries 


whitehead | 
and neck 


white rump, 
uppertail coverts, 
belly, and chest 


white tail and 
undertail coverts 


Similar Birds — 


GLAUCOUS-WINGED 
See 2 GULL 
= — Smaller; gray marks on 
primaries; slight red 
ring around dark eye; 


JUVENILE 


2» = 


bill more slender. 


ICELAND GULL 
Smaller in size; pale 
gray primaries with 


translucent white tips 


(Kumlien’s form has 
darker gray tips to 
translucent primaries); 
yellow eye with red 
orbital ring. 


THIRD 
WINTER 


Lumbers along with slow steady wing 


beats on short wings. Soars on thermals 
and updrafts. 


Lined with seaweed, moss, feathers, and debris * on ground or set on ridges 


Nest Identification 


of cliffs, often on small pile of grass or moss ® built by both sexes ¢ 2—3 eggs, 
, J ee 


light brown or olive-buff, with dark brown blotches; subelliptical to ovate, 


Shape <=> Location sm Be as 3.0 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ex soee ste Migration Migratory Weight 3.4 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family | ARTDAE Length 28 31 inches | Wingspan 60_66 inches 


GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL 

‘This predatory and domineering bird is the largest 

cull in North America. It is highly aggressive pale yellow eye « 
toward other birds but will nest harmoniously MASSIVE 
in colonies with other gulls. A four-year gull, yellow bill 
it frequents the northern Atlantic Coast white head e——— 
of North America. ‘The adult 1s snow- and neck 

white below with a white tail and black mantle and 

black mantle and upperwings. upper wings 
Winter adults have very little 
streaking on the white head 
and nape. In all 
plumages 

it has pink 

legs and 

feeu Ihe 
prevalence 

of garbage 
dumps in ‘ 
coastal areas 
has led to an 
increase in population 
of this species. 

© SONG Usually silent. On pale pink legs 
breeding grounds utters low slow and feet 
screeching keececeee-aaaahh. Also makes 

throaty laughing call of Aah-Aah-hah or deep owk, owk. 


\ 
red spot | 
on lower 
mandible 


white primary 
Lips 


‘e white 


underparts 


white trailing 
edge of wing 


JUVENILE 


¢ BEHAVIOR Pugnacious. Predatory and opportunistic. Eats 
carrion, fish, refuse, eggs and young of other birds, mollusks, 
crustaceans, rodents, berries, and insects. May take prey as large 
as gulls, cormorants, and rabbits. Steals food from other birds and SECOND THIRD 
scavenges on beaches. Wades in water to feed. Dives to surface WINTER WINTER 
while flying to catch food. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial but occasionally solitary. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 26-29 days by both sexes. Fed by both = LESSER 

sexes. Semiprecocial young may wander from nest but stay close BLACK-BAGKED GULL 
to parents. First flight at 49-56 days. 1 brood per year. pele Crone 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common; has increased in number since 
1930s. Range expanding 

Flight Pattern southward along Atlantic Coast. 
Fairly common on the eastern 
Great Lakes but rare on the 
western ones; casual inland in 
the East in winter; accidental to 
casual elsewhere. 


Heavy powerful direct flight with slow 
deep wing beats. Soars on thermals or 


deflected updrafts. 


Nest Identification 


Made of grasses, seaweed, moss, feathers, debris, and sticks ® on ground atop 


small pile of grasses or seaweed, often sheltered in ridges of cliff * built by both 


Shape <> Location ams rg sexes @ 2-3 buff, olive, or brown eggs with brown spots; ovoid, 3.1 inches long. 
i 1 


Plumage Sexes similar | Wabitat en sees Migration Most do not migrate Weight 4.0 pounds 


DATE... TIME a LOCATION 
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tength 16-17 inches | “SP8M 36 inches 


Family | ARIDAE pRecies Rissa tridactyla 


BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKE 


Named for its call of Ai¢tiwake, this pelagic 
three-year gull nests on high narrow 
cliffs on arctic and sub-arctic coasts. 
Unlike most gulls it does not 
scavenge at garbage dumps but 
spends most of Its time at sea 

and drinks only saltwater. 

Adults have a white body, 

gray mantle and wings, 

pale whitish 

underwings, a square 

to slightly notched 


black-tipped outer 


primaries 


e@ /ight gray wings with 
paler gray flight feathers 


light gray 
back 
dark eyes 


tail, and black legs white rail 

; COVETTS 
and feet. The black 
: . and tail unmarked 
tips 0 the outer — : thin pale 
primaries lack white smmecatitintee —@ yellow bill 
spotting and produce a é 
clean, straight-edged white head 


and neck 


dark tip. Winter adults 
show a dark smudge 
across the nape. Juveniles 


Seer 


have a black collar across the back JUVENILE WINTER Similar Birds 
of the neck, a black-tipped tail, and a ADULT = SABINE’S GULL 
black W stretching from wing tip to wing tip across the back. (4%, Winter plumage 
es aR ps : ey a i : b - e notched white tail; 

ONG Series of piercing é/ftiwake’s. Also makes quieter ock- Wings blackehom 
OCk-OCK. “wrist” to tip, forming 

; : ; xe : , rolerentaimel Counc 

¢ BEHAVIOR Pelagic outside breeding season. Eats primarily ee eerel ae 
small fish but also takes crustaceans, mollusks, squid, insects, Re coniniec alice biack 
and refuse from ships. Forages for food while swimming and half-collar over nape; 


yellow-tipped black bill 


dips while flying to snatch items from surface. Often hovers NPE 
he ane e Pacific Coast range. 


briefly above water before dropping on prey at surface. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

e NESTING Incubation 25-32 days by both sexes. First flight at Diehe  eneon 
34-58 days. Young return to nest at night after first flight and are legs; shorter broader 
fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. bill; darker upperparts 
¢ POPULATION Abundant on breeding grounds. In migration See eae 
and winter common to uncommon on open ocean; usually not seen 
from shore in the East, seen 
uncommonly in the West. 
Casual to accidental 

inland in winter. 

¢ CONSERVATION Large 
nesting colonies vulnerable to 
human disturbance. 


RED-LEGGED 
KITTIWAKE 


Flight Pattern 


Buoyant graceful swift flight with rapid 
wing beats and shallow strokes alternating 
with several rapid wing beats and a glide. 


Nest Identification 


Mud, seaweed, moss, and sod ¢ on cliff ledge, side of building, or in cave @ built 
by both sexes with materials brought by male ¢ 1-3 buff to olive or pale blue 


Shape 9g Location e = /g\ ae eggs with brown or gray speckles; subelliptical, 2.2 x 1.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Wabitat nox sue Migration Migratory Weight 14.9 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family | ARIDAE Species Serna nilotica Length 1314 inches | WiN8sPan 3334 inches 


(GGULL-BILLED TERN 


‘The whitest of the North American tern species was almost EA ee 
exterminated in the early 1900s due to the demand for their and nape 
eggs as a delicacy and their feathers to adorn women’s hats. 
Gull-billed Terns are common summer 

residents in California and along the 

Atlantic Coast. Some remain on 

the Gulf Coast during winter palenay 
months. In summer upperparts 
adults have a black 

cap that 

extends below broad wings with 
the eyes and darker tips 
down the nape 
and pale gray 
upperparts that 
are darker at the 
wing tips. At a distance 
it appears white with long black legs 
rather broad, rounded wings, LS 

a heavy body, and a moderately 

forked tail. In winter the head 1s 


6 stout black bill 


—_—e stocky body 


white J 
underparts JUVENILE 


Salas WINTER 
white with faint dusky streaking on PLUMAGE 


the nape. Juveniles have dusky streaking 

on the pale upperparts and a brownish bill. 

e SONG Raspy sharp ge-7ek or dry raspy kay-th-DID 

or kay-DID. Young give faint high-pitched peep peep call. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Flies over farm fields or marshes to catch insects, 
its main diet. Over water sometimes swoops to surface to catch 
small prey. Also eats earthworms, frogs, and crustaceans. 


Similar Birds . 


we SANDWICH TERN 
_.. 4 Slender black bill with 
ad yellow tip; deeper fork in 
tail; longer, more slender, 
more pointed wings with 
darker outer primaries; 
more slender body. 


Bm IORSTER’S TERN 
a8 White underparts; pale 


ae 
gray upperparts; more 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial and/or solitary. Pairs 
sometimes nest at edge of other tern species’ colonies. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 22-23 days by both sexes. 
Semiprecocial young may leave nest a few days after hatching 
and hide in dense plant cover. Fed by both sexes. First flight at 
28-35 days. Young may remain with parents for 90 days or more 
and migrate with them. | brood per year. 


slender body; slender, 
more pointed wings; 
deeply forked tail; 
mostly orange bill, legs, 
and feet. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common but local. Less common on 
Atlantic Coast. Casual to 

accidental in interior except in 
Salton Sea. 

® CONSERVATION Species has 

never recovered from near 

extermination in early 1900s. 


Direct flight with easy, graceful shallow 
wing beats. 


On open ground; often concealed in detritus among shells * lined with plant 
material and debris; rimmed with sand, shells, sticks, and grass ¢ built by both 
sexes * 1-4 pink-buff to yellowish eggs lightly spotted with dark brown; oval and 


Shape -se- Location mmm jsxis LEX j= 


well-rounded at small end, 1.9 x 1.3 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat 2 \em Migration Migratory Weight 8 2 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Wingspan 50_55 inches 


Family TARIDAE 


CASPIAN TERN 


‘The largest and least sociable tern is 
easily distinguished by its large 
size, stout red-orange bill, and 
tail forked to a quarter of its 
length. In flight the 

| underside of the outer 
primaries are dark. 
Caspian ‘Terns are 
known for their 
predatory feeding 
habits, sometimes 
stealing catches from 


Length 19_23 inches 


Species Sverna caspia 


black cap covers head 
from bill to nape and 
extends below eye 


pale gray 


large thick red- 
orange bill often 
with black tip 
(sometimes tip 
is yellow or 


orange) white 


other seabirds and underparts 

eating eggs and young 

of other terns and gulls. 

Many Caspian ‘Terns migrate dusky to dark 

to coastal regions during winter gray undersides of 
primaries 


months, moving as far south as 

the West Indies and the northern 
regions of South America. Some 
remain in coastal locales year-round. 
Juveniles and winter adults have a 
streaked dusky-and-white cap that 
extends below the eye. 

e SONG Call is harsh deep éaark and 
ka-arr. Young whistle a distinctive whee-you. 

¢ BEHAVIOR This common coastal inhabitant also visits inland 
wetlands in summer. Gull-like, it often feeds on water surfaces 
but sometimes dives into water for small fish, its principal food. 
When patrolling flies with bill pointed down. Often hovers 
before plunge diving into water for prey. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Rarely solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 20-28 days by both sexes. 

Semiprecocial young may leave nest for nearby shore a few days 
after hatching. First flight at 28-35 days. Young may remain 

with parents up to 8 months. | brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Stable range; some populations increasing. 
Small colonies scattered over 
breeding range. 

¢ CONSERVATION Vulnerable 
to disturbance of coastal nesting 
colonies and habitat loss on 
beaches and inland wetlands. 


Strong swift graceful flight. Bulk makes it 
appear gull-like. Sometimes hovers briefly 
over prey before dipping down to seize It. 


upperparts 


forked tail 


black legs 
and feet 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


RoyAL ‘TERN 

Smaller; longer more 
deeply forked tail; lacks 
blackish wedge on 
underwing tips; mostly 
white forehead and 
anterior crown except 
early in breeding season, 
when entire crown Is 
black; black crest on 
nape; less stout orange 
bill without black tip. 


ELEGANT TERN 
Smaller; long thin red- 
orange bill without 
black tip; black crest; 
white underparts with 
pinkish tinge © western 


range. 


Lined with seaweed, moss, grass, and occasional debris ¢ sometimes concealed 
among shells, driftwood, and rubbish ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 1-3, sometimes 


4-5, pinkish buff eggs with brown markings; ovate, elliptical ovate, or 
Shape -ee- 


LOCATION mmm jgxics 


subelliptical, 2.5 x 1.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Fabitat see Nem ix Migration Migratory Weight 1.4 pounds 


LOCATION 


DATE TIME 
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Family T ARIDAE Species Syorng maxima Length 18-21 inches | Wingspan 47_44 inches 


ROYAL TERN pumpkin-orange to 


yellow-orange bill 


‘The second-largest tern in 
North America sometimes 
is seen snatching food 
from the Brown 

Pelican’s pouch. 

Briefly in spring and 
early summer adults have 
a shaggy black crown from 

bill to nape; the rest of the 

year the forehead and 

forecrown are white. In 

flight birds show a tail forked 

to about half its length, pale 
underwings to the tps of 

dusky outermost primaries, and 
an orange bill. Juveniles look like 
winter adults but have more faint 


black crest and head 


pale gray mantle 


white body 


black legs Fa 
and feet 


a 


streaking on the upperparts and 
yellowish or orange feet and legs. WINTER 


¢ SONG Large repertoire of calls PLUMAGE 


includes bleating ¢e-z4 and melodic 
trilled whistle, sourreee. In nesting 


areas often squawks quak, kak, or kowk. onan 

¢ BEHAVIOR Plunge dives, from a hover 40-60 feet above Smaller body; more 
ocean or inlets, and goes below surface for a catch. Eats mostly ee ees 
fish but also takes marine invertebrates, including shrimp and Sealy iteaned at tip; 
squid. When not feeding often loafs on sandbars, beaches, or longer shaggy crest 
mudflats with other species of terns and gulls. ATES OI BITS 


th ; y 5 : : * western range. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Often nests in mixed i 

: : 5 : CASPIAN ‘TERN 
colonies with other species of terns. 


Larger body; black cap 


¢ NESTING Incubation 20-31 days by both sexes. Young c extends below eyes; 

semiprecocial; upon leaving nest a few days after hatching, ae ae ee 
5 5 . thicker bright red DIL; 

T x > ‘ > ree There >Y7 Wal Te ‘ on . 7 . . 

young often gather in creche, \ here they recognize parents by nil potas deesly 

voice and beg for food. First flight at 28-35 days. May remain forked; dark underside 

with parents up to 8 months or longer and migrate with them. and pale upperside 


on primaries. 


¢ POPULATION Declining. Has declined in California since 
1950. Fairly common in breeding range; uncommon to rare north of 
it in late summer on Atlantic 
Flight Pattern Coast. Fairly common in winter 
in southern California; rare to 


+ = ¢ : accidental inland from coasts. 
e CONSERVATION Vulnerable 
Ci . 5 iS f C nice aS) j oOo 
Direct flight with deep, more rangy, to disturbance on nesting 


continual slow wing beats. Hovers briefly beaches by humans and wild 
before plunge diving for prey. and domestic predators. 


Nest Identification 


> 


Sometimes sparsely lined with debris ¢ built by both sexes ® 1-2, sometimes 


3-4, whitish buff to brown eggs with reddish brown markings, occasionally 
> 


Shape ee Location ys wreathed; ovate to elliptical ovate, 2.5 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar 


Habitat pox ag Migration Migratory Weight 1.0) pound 


DATE TIME __ LOCATION 
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Farally || ARIDAE Specles Syerna sandvicensis | ‘®P€ 14-16 inches | WinésPan 34 inches 


SANDWICH TERN 


‘This medium-sized tern is the only one that has a 
long slender black bill tipped with yellow. A coastal black crown 
bird, it migrates short to medium distances from the 

Atlantic Coast above Florida in winter, and many 

disperse widely along the Gulf Coast. Generally seen short 
inland only after storms, it rarely visits freshwater black crest 
locales. In flight it is slender and shows dark 

above on the three to four outer primaries, white face e——_—=—— 


long slender 


a mostly white underwing, and a and neck ae ge 
deeply forked, short tail. 
‘ pale gray 


Winter adults (after 


di parts 
July) have a white te ne F 
forehead and ee 


forecrown, and = deeply forked Pees 
the tail is more — @/v/e tail and 2g : 

white rump 
gray. Juveniles 


are similar to 3 white 
winter adults underparts 
but have 


mottled dark 

markings on the 

back and upperwings 
and may lack the yellow 
tip on the bill. 

e SONG Whistles abruptly; makes 

grating gwrt gwit and kir-rick notes. 

¢ BEHAVIOR More than other terns, it prefers to feed at sea 
and dives from great heights to catch prey under water. Usually 
hovers before diving for fish. Eats variety of small fish, squid, 
and shrimp. Often rests/roosts on beaches and bars with other 


black legs 
and feet 


terns, especially in the company of Royal ‘Terns. Gilneas 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Often in mixed colonies Silver-gray upperparts, 
with other terns. Colony disturbance causes young to leave nest Sach ee eee 
and gather in group. Young recognize parents by voice. below hears blacks bill 
¢ NESTING Incubation 21-29 days by both sexes. short forked tail ¢ black 


3 ; a ; cap until early autumn. 
Semiprecocial young fed by both sexes. First flight at 


28-32 days. Remains with parents for 4 months after first flight. 


1 brood per year. 
Flight Pattern 


e POPULATION Increasing but 
still uncommon. Casual spring 
and summer visitor to coastal 
southern California. 

¢ CONSERVATION Vulnerable 
to disturbance and predation at 
nesting colonies. 


Powerful direct flight heavier and less 
graceful than that of similar-sized terns. 
Usually hovers before diving for fish. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -s¢- LOCatiON mmm jizii markings; subelliptical, 2 x 1.4 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Lined with debris or unlined ¢ on ground in open above tidemark ¢ built by 
both sexes ¢ 1-3 pale cream to pinkish buff eggs with brown, black, and gray 


Plumage Sexes similar 
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Family | ARIDAE 


ROSEATE TERN 
‘The Roseate Tern’s pale pearl-gray 
plumage helps distinguish it from 
Common and Arctic Terns. Its 
wing tips and tail are also paler 
than in those species, and 

the tail is more deeply glossy black cap 
forked. The pinkish tinge and nil 
on the underparts, which 


Length 14-17 inches | Wingspan 30 inches 


| Species Serna dougallii 


pale gray 
upperparts 


white rump 


gives the bird its name, is ae 
rarely seen except under Lo 
favorable conditions. mostly « _— 

When it is perched, the GT: ttt 

long white outer tail white underparts eee 

feathers extend well with a pinkish 

beyond the tips of its HESS 


folded wings. It has a 

mostly black bill, even in summer 

when the base may be red. In fall it 
leaves North America for South America 
where it winters along the coast of eastern 
Brazil. Winter adults have a black bill and white 
forehead and crown that extend past the eye. 


JUVENILE FIRST 
SUMMER 


@ SONG Sings a gentle c#7-weep. When alarmed issues a 
drawling zra-ap, low rasping aaak, and a quiet chivy. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Highly marine and coastal, coming ashore only to COMMON IES 

b AOf f ne ie flock | late a fiahy Slightly smaller; black- 
reed. Often forms noisy active flocks when large predatory fis A ripped red billi.dark 

drive large schools of small fish to the water’s surface. Plunge : wing tips; shorter, less 

dives for prey and often resumes hovering before making its deeply notched tail with 


dark outer border; 


next catch. Eats mainly small fish. Never seen in large numbers an ; 
= different voice. 


except over waters surrounding nesting colonies. 

e BREE Mone < Pavel ARCTIC ‘TERN 
REEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Grayer; gray mantle, 

¢ NESTING Incubation 21-26 days by both sexes. wings, and underparts; 

Semiprecocial young may leave nest a few days after hatching. beets ee oe 

ape : ‘ ; 6 : gee gray wing tips; o, 

First flight at 27-30 days, but fed by both sexes for additional = 


deeply forked tail with 


2 months. 1 brood per year. gray on outer margins; 


“ s a -d bill; different voice. 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon to rare off the Atlantic Coast, eee eee 
coming ashore only to breed. 


® CONSERVATION 
Endangered in the Northeast 
where Herring Gulls have 
overrun island colonies. 
Vulnerable to human 
disturbance as well as 
Graceful direct flight with quick wing beats. domesticated and feral 
Hovers prior to plunge diving for prey. : 

: predators on nesting grounds. 


Nest Identification Lined with bits of debris, dry grass, seaweed, and rubbish ¢ on ground 
under cover ® built by both sexes ¢ 1-3 cream to buff to pale eggs speckled 
with reddish brown and gray, occasionally wreathed; subelliptical, 

1.6-1.7 x 1.1-1.2 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar Habitat NAA DR Migration Migratory Weight 3.8 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape -se- LOCAatiON mmm gxizi “ee 
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Family | ARIDAE Species Syerng hirundo Length 13-16 inches | Wingspan 39_31 inches 


COMMON TERN 


Often called the Mackerel Gull, the Common Tern is seen 
tending areas where large fish, such as mackerel and tuna, 

drive schools of smaller fish to the surface. By following the 
Common ‘Tern, fishermen often find the best place to cast 

their nets. Although common throughout their range, 
today’s northeastern populations of this tern are lower 
than previously recorded. Inland populations are 
suspected to be on the decline as well. 
‘The upperwings and mantle are a 


black cap 
and nape 


red bill, usually 
black-tipped 


pale gray 
dusk y-tipped underparts 


forked white tail with 
wings : 


dark outer margins 


: red legs and feet 
and white rump a ; 


darker gray than most 

other similar-sized terns; the wing 

tips are dark; and the short tail is not as 
deeply forked. Winter adults have white foreheads Scalise Birds 
and crowns past the eye, and also have dark bills. 


FIRST 
SUMMER 


FORSTER’S TERN 


e SONG Low piercing drawn-out see-ar-r-r-r. Also rolling /ee-a7- Similar in cies aler 


1-1-r, and high slightly grating kik-kik-kik. c underparts and 

¢ BEHAVIOR Coastal and widespread inland in breeding See ices i 
season. Hovering, it spots fish and plunges, knifing into water, Liens on Ine 
earning the name “striker” on the mid-Atlantic shore. white above, producing 
Principally eats small fish, generally between 3-4 inches, and frosty wing tips; long 


forked tail, gray-edged 
some crustaceans. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Often nests in mixed 


on inner side. 


ARCTIC ‘TERN 


colonies with other terns. ee Similar in size; shorter 
e NESTING Incubation 21-27 days by both sexes. Young leave “neck; darker gray 

st afi f davs. b ; sarbv. First flight at 2228 underparts and 
nest after a few days, but remain nearby. First flight at ¢c— a eS at 
days, but may remain with parents at least another 2 months. cheeks; red bill without 
Fed by both sexes. 1—2 broods per year. black tip; paler wing 


¢ POPULATION Common on breeding grounds and in 
migration on both coasts; rare in winter on southern California coast 
| and Gulf Coast. 
Flight Pattern | @ CONSERVATION Almost 
wT completely extirpated in early 
1900s by plume hunters for 
fashion markets. Has largely 
recovered since full protection 
established in 1913. 


Direct flight is light and buoyant. Hovers 
when feeding prior to plunge-diving into 
water for prey. 


Lined with vegetation and debris, including grass, shells, and seaweed @ built by 
both sexes © 1-3 buff to cinnamon-brown eggs, generally heavily spotted and 
overlaid with shades of dark brown and black; generally wreathed; oval to 


Shape -ee- Location mmm jis 4k 


subelliptical, 1.6 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat eee 9.6 xe xe Migration Migratory Weight 4 2 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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iy 
it 


— | Length 14-15 inches | Wingspan 3031 inches 


Family [ ARIDAE 


Nee VS aN = eel 
Species Srerna forsteri 


FORSTER’S TERN 


F requenting inland marshes as well as the black cap 
coast, this widespread tern feeds and ELE: 
flocks with other terns. It can be 

distingushed by its long tail and pale gray 
orange-red bill. In flight note the upperparts 
pale frosty wing tips, white 
rump, and deeply forked 


orange-red bill 
with dark tip 


Snowy white 
underparts 


orange-red legs 
and feet 


long deeply forked 
gray tail with white- 
trimmed outer margins 


eH ee Se 
iM | Similar Birds — 
gray ol : : COMMON TERN 
white outer margins. Winter plumage shows dull Shorterlezsandbill 
yellow feet, a dark bill, and a white head with a i. dark wing tips; white 
black patch through the eye and ear. Juveniles are tail with dark outer 


5 5 : : ‘ 0 margins ® winter adults 
like winter adults but have a shorter tail, a ginger snd juvenilestheve 


crown, and darker upperwings. an white forehead and 
. wees y aye ne apa i 
¢ SONG Throaty nasal 47-ar7, za-a-ap, Or BrUrrr, JUVENILE —— forecrown; dark 
; : 4 ; : ; : shoulder; dark eye 
with nighthawklike quality. Also gives piercing patch fos abnape: 
kit, kit, kit cry. higher-pitched call. 


e¢ BEHAVIOR Catches insects in flight. Eats “Te \ "ARCTIC TERN 
dragonflies and other insects. Hovers above water, < ~~ Shorter red bill without 


then plunge dives for small fish. Dips to water’s = Garis tip, suomer lee: 

. ; ; 2 ; Oa gray underparts; gray 
surface to catch floating insects, keeping its WINTER FORT He Bre ay 
feathers dry. PLUMAGE with white face; white 

S é 1 a iF < = 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Loose colonies. eae aE 2 ake 
¢ NESTING Incubation 23-25 days by both sexes. underwing with black 
Semiprecocial young leave nest after a few days but tended by trailing margins. 


both sexes until able to fly. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common. 
Declining in some areas 
because of loss of marshlands. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss to 
Shallow slow graceful strong flight with agriculture and development 


body moving up and down. Hovers over In draining of wetlands. 
water prior to diving for prey. 


Flight Pattern 


va 5 5 | Atop floating dried reeds and lined with grass and reeds; in mud or sand and 
Nest Identification aR ied cit pes 5 
—_— | lined with bits of shells and grass; sometimes uses old grebe nests or muskrat 


Shape 22 Da. -28- houses ® built by both sexes ¢ 1-4 olive or buff eggs with brown or olive 
aes splotches and sometimes marked with dark brown lines; oval to short elliptical, 


Location ANA Soa we 1.7 inches long. 


Plumage Caves similar | Habitat (ec ms NS Migration Migratory Weight 5.6 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Length g 9 inches _| Wingspan 20 inches 


Family TARIDAE 


LEAST TERN 


‘The smallest North American tern has a graceful 
airy flight. Like other terns, it is very protective of 
its nest and will divebomb intruders, screeching 
and releasing droppings. ‘The female is similar to 
the male but smaller. The small size; yellow- 
orange bill, legs, and feet; black lores, crown, 


Specles Syerna antillarum 


black cap 


and nape 


———————l 


o white forehead 


and nape; and white forehead distinguish gray 
this species. In flight it shows a deeply upperparts 


forked tail. Winter adults show a dark bill 
and dusky-streaked whitish crown. 
Juveniles are similar to winter adults but 
have darker outer wings and a dusky 
carpal bar on the leading edge of 
the inner wings. 


black 
lores 


orange- 
yellow bill 
with dark tip 


-——_——e while underparts 


e orange-yellow legs 


black wedge on 
outer primaries st Pes 
¢ SONG Piercing 47p, kip, 

kip or rapid repeated k7d-1k, kid- 

ik. Also makes a grating TAGE ey . KEE Pinct 
e BEHAVIOR Catches food in bill in flight by swooping down SUMMER 
to surface or by diving. After catching prey often swallows it 
while flying or brings it to nest. Eats small fish, crustaceans, and 
sand eels. Hovers prior to plunge diving. 


BLACK ‘TERN 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Occasionally solitary. >— Winter adults and 

e¢ NESTING Incubation 20-25 days by both sexes (female > ee ae 
begins incubation; male finishes it). Semiprecocial young leave ear parchidarken 
nest a few days after hatching, hide nearby, and are fed and “ __. mantle; darker legs 
tended by both sexes for 60-90 days after first flight. First flight =e ~—and feet; larger; tail 


not deeply forked. 


at 19-20 days. 1-2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common but local in the East and on the 


Gulf Coast. Some decline in 
| Flight Pattern 


interior, Mississippi Valley, and 
on southern California coast. 

Buoyant, graceful, fast, smooth flight with 

rapid airy wing beats; more rapid wing 


¢ CONSERVATION Some 
populations considered 
endangered due to human 
disturbance of nesting areas. 


beats than any other tern in range. Hovers 
briefly before dipping down to seize prey. 


Sometimes lined with pebbles, grass, and debris ¢ on ground in sand or 
sometimes on roof @ built by female ¢ 1-3 buff to pale green eggs with black, 


Nest Identification 


Shape -ee- LOCAatiON ummm iigizij bc gray, or brown markings; oval or subelliptical, 1 x 1.4 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ea sexe Migration Migratory Weight 15 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family | ARIDAE Species Chfidonias niger Length 9_1Q inches | WiNgsPan 20_24 inches 


BLACK TERN 


A black-bodied tern that prefers to breed and nest in 
the inland marshes of the North American prairie 
country but winters at sea. It is distinguishable by 

its overall black breeding plumage, gray upperparts, 
and dark red legs and feet. Its head and underparts 
turn white in winter and produce a strange-looking 
pied bird in late summer as winter molt 

begins. Winter adults have a black crown 

with an attached ear patch, a white 
collar, and a dusky black side 

bar. Juveniles are similar 
to winter adults 
with brownish 
mottling on 

the back and a 
dark carpal bar. 
¢ SONG 
Drawn-out 
squeaky ka-sheek 
and abrasive £7k- 
kik-R1K. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 
In summer 
prefers inland Baek 
lakes and freshwater underparts 
marshes. Hovers to spot 

insects. Catches insects in air or 3 
swoops down to water or ground to pick up with bill. JUVENILE WINTER 
Plunge dives on occasion. Eats mostly large flying insects but PLUMAGE 
also takes spiders, small fish, crayfish, and small mollusks. Similar Birds 
Follows people ulling soil and feeds on disturbed insects. 7 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 17—22 days by both sexes. 

Semiprecocial young leave nest after 2-3 days but remain in 
nearby grasses. First flight at 19-25 days, but may be fed by 
both sexes for up to 2 additional weeks. 1 brood per year in pores ee 
most regions; 2 broods per year in the South. 


¢ POPULATION Common to 
Flight Pattern 


fairly common in the East; 
| | _ | | 


common in middle and western 
parts of range; uncommon to 

Buoyant direct flight with deep rapid wing 

beats. Hovers for insects. Uneven foraging 


Bice pede broad wings 


and neck short notched 


dark gray 
tail 


uniformly pale 
gray underwings 


black bill 


dark gray 
Uupperwings 


WHITE-WINGED TERN 
Dark red bill; black body 
and underwing linings; 
white upperwings and 
underwing flight feathers; 
white rump; slightly 


rare on the West Coast. 

© CONSERVATION Has 
declined inland and on the East 
Coast from wetlands drainage. 


Nest Identification 
Dried reeds, stalks, and grasses ¢ on floating dried vegetation * built by both 


sexes ¢ 2—4 light buff to olive eggs with black, brown, and greenish buff 


flight with much stopping and starting. 


Shape ogy 22 Location | | S- xxx | blotches, usually wreathed; oval to long oval, 1.7 x 1.2 inches. 
AM AM 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat sess ve Nea ae _—_| Migration Mieratory Weight 2 3 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


BIRDS OF ‘THE MID-ATLANTIC e 193 


yacles Rynchops niger Length 18-19 inches | Wingspan 42_50 inches 


BLACK SKIMMER 


‘This crow-sized bird’s 

Spanish name, rayador, is 
derived from the word 

rayar, for its habit of 

making lines in the 

ground by skimming sand 
around the nest with its 

long bill. The Black 

Skimmer is the largest of the 
world’s three species and, 

like them, has unique 
compressed, knifelike 
mandibles, with the lower one 
one-third longer than the upper 
one. This long-winged bird has 


long pointed wings with 
white trailing edge 


black ~~ Varied while iia) 
black upperparts, white ee see: short forked white tai. 
ed ae * a’ with black central tail 
underparts, a black rump oe. >a feathers 
and a slightly notched Fe © i 
tail. Winter adults have forehead 


a white collar. 

Juveniles are similar to 
winter adults but they 
have mottled brown 
upperparts. Nestlings are 
camouflaged by their buff 
coloring, which blends with the seashore. ‘The lower and upper 
mandibles are similar in length until young are almost fully grown. 

¢ SONG Low throaty bark of kak-kak-kak, kuk-kuk-kuk, or yap-yap-yap. 
Pairs sometimes sing together, sow-kow or keow-keow. 

e¢ BEHAVIOR Crepuscular and partially nocturnal. Often begins foraging in late evening when 
waters are calmer and prey rises to surface. Flies low and skims water with lower mandible to 
locate prey by touch, then snaps the bill shut. Grasps small fish and crustaceans with upper 
mandible, tilts head, and swallows while still flying. Spends much of day loafing on beaches. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Small colonies. 

e NESTING Incubation 21—23 days by both sexes. Semiprecocial young remain 1n nest area 
23-25 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in coastal areas. Casual to accidental 
inland; birds are often driven 
there by storms. 

¢ CONSERVATION Vulnerable 
to disturbance of nesting 
colonies. Eggs and young often 
trampled by dogs or humans, 
especially runners on beach. 


PE EL Ae 
with black tip short red legs 


white underparts and feet 


long lower mandible 


JUVENILE 


Flight Pattern 


Graceful buoyant direct flight with 
measured wing beats. In perfect 
synchrony flocks wheel, twist, and glide. 


Nest Identification No materials added @ on upper beach above high tidemark @ built by both sexes 


e 4-5 bluish white or pinkish white eggs with brown, lilac, and gray blotches; 


Shape ~se- LOCatION mmm (xiii jz round ovate to elongated ovate, 1.3 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ex see Migration Some migrate | “e'€Mt 12.3 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ALCIDAE Specks Alle alle 


DOVEKIE 


‘The smallest Atlantic alcid, this little auk, with its chubby 
body and proportionally large head, nests and breeds 

above the Arctic Circle but winters off the northern 

Atlantic Coast. Although it is a food source for short neck 
arctic foxes, gyrfalcons, some gulls, and even 

large fish, it remains abundant in its black 
habitat. It has black upperparts, upperparts 
white underparts, a short black 
bill, and waterproof plumage. 
In flight the underwings 
show black. 


Length 8.5 inches WinesPany3 nelios 


stubby 
black bill 


© black upper 
breast and throat 


——e white on remaining 
underparts 


short blackish gray legs 


Winter plumage 
; = and feet set back on body 


shows completely white 
underparts with a white stripe curving up toward the top of the head. 

e SONG Silent at sea. Various shrill chatters and squeaks in nesting colony. 
e BEHAVIOR Dives for food and flies underwater using its wings. Eats 
small saltwater crustaceans and small freshwater fish. Often found at sea in \Waneie 
huge flocks. Disperses widely at sea outside breeding season. PLUMAGE 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 24—28 days by both sexes. 

Semiprecocial young stay in nest 26-31 days. Fed by both sexes. COMMON MURRE 

1 brood per vear. j Much larger; longer bill; 


longer neck. 


¢ POPULATION Abundant on breeding grounds, where 
colonies may number in the millions. Winters irregularly offshore to 


North Carolina and rarely to 
. 
Flight Pattern 


cy 


ae 
ONG 
2 


er 


Vay L 
om 


Florida. Casual inland after 
winter storms. 

¢ CONSERVATION All auks are 
protected by law, but young and 
eggs are still harvested for food. 
Vulnerable to oil spills. 


Rapid direct flight with fast whirring wing 
beats low over water. 


Nest Identification 


Shape Od Location rg 
4 


Nothing added ¢ on bare ground hidden in crannies of rocky cliffs ¢ 1 bluish 


white or green egg, usually unmarked; oval to long elliptical, 1.9 inches long. 


Habitat ae Yam aay Weight 5 7 ounces 


Plumage Sexes similar Migration Nionmigratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Unig galee Length 17.5 inches Wingspan 28_30 inches 


COMMON MURRE 
This large-bodied, crow-sized seabird is 
one of the most adept divers in the alcid 
family and is capable of diving to depths 
of more than 240 feet. Like all murres 
its pear-shaped egg is adapted to turn 

in a circle rather than roll off the 
precipitous cliffs where these birds 

nest. It has dark sooty brown 
upperparts, including the neck 

and head; a long thin black 

bill; and white underparts. dake so0ts 
Some Atlantic birds have a brown 
narrow white eye ring and upperparts 
stripe extending behind eye, 
but most East Coast birds and 
all Pacific Coast birds lack the 
eye adornment. Winter and 
juvenile birds show a white 
throat and cheeks and a black 
postocular stripe. 


brownish head long thin pointed 
and throat black bill 


while eye ring 


thin stripe leads 
From eye to cheek 


—e white underparts 


white-trimmed WINTER 


¢ SONG Silent at sea. In trailing edge on ie uamaee 
flight makes soft murrrr inner@ing 
sound. On nesting ground & 


makes various low growling 
sounds, arrrrrrrrrrhh. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Forms 


‘THICK-BILLED MURRE 
Shorter, thicker bill 
arched at tip with 


large rafts on water. Feeds in flocks, HEIOW gO WEIN 
ae Str SG ine for food -C: ae gape; white of 

diving and swimming for food. Can stay unde mparorisescorshanp 
underwater for 60 seconds. Carries fish A peak at throat ¢ winter 


lengthwise in mouth and sticks out tail while flying. Eats mostly \ birds have darker face 
ne ee pee ; and neck; lack thi 

various fish but also takes marine invertebrates, including : Stee See 

shrimp and squid. Droppings from huge colonies provide 


3 ene : <i : : RAZORBILL 
important fertilizer to food chain of surrounding waters. 

: ¢ varger head; deeper 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. d bill; more pointed tail; 


blacker upperparts 
e Atlantic range. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 28-33 days by both sexes. 
Semiprecocial young stay in nest 19-21 days, then leave colony 
and accompany adults in water while completing development. Fed 


by both sexes. ‘Typically 1 brood 
Flight Pattern 


per year. 


e POPULATION Abundant off 
West and East Coasts. 

Strong flight on rapidly whirring wings. 

Low over water near colonies. High for 


e CONSERVATION AI alcids 
protected by law, but still 
vulnerable to marine oil spills. 


long distances, often twisting and turning. 


Nest Identification 


Shape Qo Location ih 


No nest materials © on bare ridge of cliff; sometimes placed against pebbles held 


together by droppings to guard egg from rolling off ledge © 1 white, green, blue, 


or brown egg with dark brown spots and blotches; spindle-shaped or elongated 


pyriform, 3.2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ae ree 2K Migration Nionmigratory | We'8 2.2 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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THICK-BILLED MURRE short thick black bill with 


Although considered one of the most common white line on cutting edge 
seabirds in the Northern Hemisphere, the Thick- of upper mandible 
billed Murre is threatened by fishing practices 
and pollution. It is still much more numerous 
than its close relatives, the Common Murre and 
Razorbill. Its bill is shorter and broader than 
that of the stmilar Common Murre, and 
most birds sport a narrow white line 
along its gape. In winter, white 

chin and foreneck extends 
onto the face to just under 
the eye. Juveniles are 
similar to winter 
adults but have 


Family ALCIDAE 


black head and neck 
sooty black 
upperparts 
white chest rises to a 
point on black throat 


© white underparts 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


browner upperparts. 
© SONG Silent at 
sea. Noisy around 
breeding colonies. 
Call sounds like @7rr or arra in 5 Os AM eeaeiOr al 
a deep hoarse voice; similar to Common ' white eye ring; brown 


Murre but harsher and lower. upperparts ® in winter 
shows more white on 


COMMON MURRE 
Longer, thinner bill; 


dark yellowish oe 
brown legs and feet acks white gape line; 


white of upper breast 


meets throat in 


e BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Forms large rafts on water. Stands cue 
upright on rocks like a penguin. Forages while swimming, postocular line. 
sometimes diving as deep as 200 feet and using wings to “fly” 
underwater. Eats fish, crustaceans, marine worms, and squid. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 28-35 days by both sexes. 


RAZORBILL 
‘Thicker, arching bill 
with vertical white line 


across it near tip; 


longer tail ¢ darker 


Semiprecocial young stay in nest 16-30 days; leave colony when face in winter 
about a third grown, and remain with parents. Fed by both 
sexes. 1 brood per year. 


e Atlantic range. 


¢ POPULATION Common to 
abundant on breeding grounds. 


Flight Pattern 


Casual, widely dispersed, off 
Sa oe eons rest of year. Poel ine 
¢ CONSERVATION Affected by 


oil spills, marine pollution, and 


Strong rapid flight low over water on short 3 : 
entanglement or drowning in 


whirring wings, often with much twisting 
and turning of body. Groups fly in lines. commercial fishing nets. 


Nest Identification 


, markings; spindle-shaped or elongated pyriform, 3. 
Location rE NES SE I & P’ 
=u) 


Migration Nonmigratory | We 2.1 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


No nest material ¢ 1 whitish, tan, blue, or green egg with brown and black 
9 


Shape Q& inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat aan swe 
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RAZORBILL 


While this heavy-headed, short 
necked alcid is the living species that 
most closely resembles the extinct 
Great Auk, the Razorbill is smaller, 
and it tilts its heavy, laterally 
compressed bill and long tail 

upward when swimming. Pe 
Restricted to the North upperparts 
Atlantic, it is vulnerable to 
environmental pollution. In 
winter the white breast 
extends up to the chin, and 
the thin white line running 
from the base of the 

upper mandible to the 

eye is lost. Juveniles are 
similar to winter adults 

but have a smaller bill. 


e SONG Low long 
deep growling “ey 
al. Occasional 
weak whistle. 


¢ BEHAVIOR 
Gregarious. Ashore 
stands upright like 
a penguin. Dives 
from surface for 
food, swimming 
underwater with half-folded wings to depths of at least 60 feet. 
Eats fish, crustaceans, squid, and marine worms often taken 


white line from 
base of bill to eye 


large arched 
black till with 
vertical white 
line near tip 


white underparts ascend 
to point on throat 


white trailing edge 
ON INNETOINE 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


blackish gray feet 
and legs 


THICK-BILLED MURRE 
Smaller bill with white 


line on cutting edge; 


long, pointed * 
black tail 


does not cock short tail 
at angle when 
swimming; longer neck; 
smaller head. 


COMMON MuRRE 


close to the surface. Like other alcids, after young are fledged SaMierinieconet 
molts all flight feathers at once and is flightless on sea until cock short tail at angle 
feathers are replaced. ae when swimming; longer 
; ia S 7 neck; small head @ in 
BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Se ee Ta SN 


e NESTING Incubation 35-37 days by both sexes. Young stay white in face and black 
in nest 14—25 days, then leave colony before they can fly and pestec wat Stipe: 
mature at sea with parents. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
e POPULATION Common on 

Flight Pattern breeding grounds in North 
Atlantic. Disperses widely after 
breeding; in winter regularly 
found well offshore to North 
Carolina; casual to Florida coast. 
whirring wings. Flies in straight lines ¢ CONSERVATION Highly 
when foraging or traveling long distances. vulnerable to pollution. 


Nest Identification _ 


Shape wy Location B, 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat aan sue Migration Nonmigratory | “els 1.7 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


> a yay ty 


Rapid powerful flight low over water on 


Pebbles, grass, and other vegetation ® sometimes no nest material ¢ built by 
both sexes ¢ 1—2 greenish, tan, or white eggs blotched with blackish brown; 
spindle-shaped or elongated pyriform, 3 inches long. 
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Family At CIDAE Species Fyypercula arctica \ ©) 12 inches Wingspan 21_24 inches 


ATLANTIC PUFFIN witneilar Wate 


line from eye to 
below crown 


Formerly called the Common Puffin, this is 
the only puffin nesting on the Atlantic Coast. 777°® ee line 
ae extends backward 
Because the eggs are laid in burrows, from eye 
incubating birds are able to take long breaks 
and often walk around the nesting grounds 
socializing with other puffins. In flight it Pa/e gray ro 
shows rounded grayish underwings and Bn 
white underparts separated by a black : 
collar. Winter birds have smaller black 
yellow-edged bills and darker faces. — “Pperparts 
Juveniles have even smaller bills. 
e SONG Usually silent at sea. In 
flight makes soft purring sounds. 
At breeding sites this bird gives a 
low growl-like avrr. 
¢ BEHAVIOR ‘Tame and 
trusting at colonies. Upright 
posture. Eats crustaceans and 
small fish. Searches for food 
50-200 feet underwater. 
Can carry 10 or more fish 
at once; arranges fish crosswise in bill as 
they are caught and transports them back to 
nest with heads and tails dangling out on 
either side. Winters at sea far from land, 
where prenuptial molt renders birds briefly 
flightless just prior to breeding season. Often 
patters across water to become airborne. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Males 
fight each other on water during courtship. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 39-45 days by both sexes. 
Semiprecocial young stay in nest 38-44 days. Fed by both sexes, 
then abandoned by parents who swim out to sea. Nestling fasts Negba se andiee 
in burrow for about a week until able to swim out to sea, usually ice trailine edee. 
departing colony at dark. First flight at about 49 days. 1 brood on wing: white 
per year. underwing linings. 


¢ POPULATION Common but local in breeding season. In winter 


casual at sea to North Carolina. 
Flight Pattern 


large triangular 
bill has red-orange 
tip and blue-gray 
base surrounded 
by yellow 


black of forehead, 
crown, and nape 
extends around throat 
to form black collar 


white 
underparts 


IVENITLE 
red-orange JUVENILE 


legs and feet 


WiNTER 
PLUMAGE 


RAZORBILL 
Black bill; black hood; 
lacks black collar; 


¢ CONSERVATION Las 

been declining since the 19th 
Century due to hunting and 
introduction of predators such 
as rats, cats, dogs, and foxes to 
nesting grounds. Vulnerable to 
oil spills. 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats 
often close to water. 


Nest Identification 


Shape fea. oy Cd Location a we 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat aan ae re Migration Nonmigratory | Wee" 13.4 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Burrow in loose soil with entrance hidden by rocks ¢ lining, if present, 
composed of grass, feathers, seaweed, and leaves * male does most of 
excavating with some help from female ¢ 1 white egg, sometimes with brown 


or lavender blotches; round, 2.5 inches long. 


BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC e 199 


Species: Co/umba livia Length 14314 inches | Wingspan 2475 inches 
maa 


RoOcK DOVE 


Introduced into North America by Europeans in the 
early 1600s, the Rock Dove is often called homing 
pigeon or carrier pigeon. Early Romans are said to 

have used the Rock Dove to carry the report of 

Caesar’s conquest of Gaul back to Rome, and 

legend says the Rock Dove brought news of 

Napoleon’s defeat at Waterloo to England blue-gray 
days before messages sent via horses and as 
ships. Although native to wild rocky 
habitats, today these birds are most 
common in urban and rural 
settings, and they are still 
raised in coops or 

pigeon lofts. 


iridescent 
feathers on head 
and neck reflect 
green, bronze, 


and purple 


2 thick broad bars 
across each wing 


‘They can vary in color from 

wildtype to browns, grays, white-gray, 
mosaics, or pure white, but they always 
show a white rump pattern. 

e SONG Sings a repetitive cooing co0-a- 
00, C00-T00-C000 Or Cock-a-war ot coo-cuk-cuk. BAND-TAILED PIGEON 
West © white bar on 


¢ BEHAVIOR In wild eats grass, weed seeds, grains, clover, and 
berries. In cities eats bread crumbs and garbage. Will take food 
from the hand, but when frightened claps wings over the back 
while flying up. Able to fly faster than 85 miles per hour. 

¢ BREEDING Male displays by turning in circles while cooing. 
Monogamous. 

e NESTING Incubation 16-19 days by both sexes. Altricial 


young remain in nest about 
Flight Pattern 


nape; broad gray tail 


band; lacks white rump. 


MOouRNING DOVE 
Much smaller; long 

pointed tail; lacks white 
rump patch. 


27-35 days. Fed by both 
parents. Young thrust bills into 
parents’ mouths to eat 
regurgitated food. 5 or more 
broods per year. 

e POPULATION Common, 
especially in urban settings. 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Shape pa Location ae 


Unlined platform of sticks, twigs, leaves, grasses ® building ledges, barn rafters, 
if § 5 t 

gutters, sheltered cliff edges, or rocks ¢ built by female with materials gathered 
by male ¢ 2 white eggs, about 1.6 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | “abitat sae Migration N/onmigratory Weight 13.0 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family GOL_LUMBIDAE Species Zon qida macroura | ©"8h 12 inches Wingspan 17_19 inches 


small pinkish EA 
MOURNING DOVE fawn head 
A familiar sight across the continental United States 
and much of southern Canada, this dove can be 
distinguished from similar species by its long 
pointed tail bordered by large white tps on all 
feathers but the four innermost. Young have a 
more scaly appearance to the upperparts and 
more spots on the wings. 


SS black 


spot on lower 
cheek 


e SONG A melancholy 00ah-woo-woo-woo 
by male throughout breeding season. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Males aggressively 
defend territories. After breeding 
season, doves gather to roost in 
sheltered groves. Like other 
pigeons and doves, they drink 

by sucking up water instead of 
lifting their heads to swallow. 


¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. According 
to some research, may 
pair for life. 


¢ NESTING 
Incubation about 
14 days by both 
sexes. Altricial 
young stay in nest 
12-14 days, fed by 
both sexes. 
“Pigeon’s milk” is 
produced in the 
parent’s crop and 
regurgitated with 
seeds held in the 
same organ to feed 
young. 5—6 broods per year in the South; 2—3 elsewhere. 

¢ POPULATION Common and increasing. Have adapted well 
to habitat changes by humans. 


pinkish fawn on 
neck and underparts 


brownish gray 


upperparts 


black spots on 
Upper Inner WINg 


long 
pointed tail 


white tipped 


outer tail feathers 


EURASIAN 


<—_ COLLARED DOVE 
Long rounded tail; black 


collar. 


WHITE-WINGED DOVE 
sss Large white wing 
ce patches; square tail. 


¢ FEEDERS Sunflower seeds, millet, milo, and cracked corn on the 
ground or in platform feeders. 


¢ CONSERVATION Managed as 
a game species in 31 states in 
the US and protected in the US 
and Canada. More than 

30 million birds are legally 
harvested as game every year. 


Strong swift direct flight. Often zigzags. 
Wings whistle during flight. 


_ | Flimsy platform or saucer ¢ built by female * twigs and sticks gathered by 

1 male * 6-50 feet off the ground in tree or shrub * some lay eggs in the 
abandoned nests of songbirds ¢ 2 white eggs; short subelliptical to elliptical, 
1.1 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar |'abitatee 19 @ ww am uy | Migration Some migrate | Wel8ht 4.3 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape pa <> Location # © py. 
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Family PgiPTACIDAE Species Wyjopsitta monachus | “©°8" 11.5 inches Wingspan 17_18 inches 
LE | 


MONK PARAKEET 


Introduced as an escaped or intentionally released bird aaa w) 
, ; : $ ; i gray face and 
in North America, this parakeet has established itself forehead 
primarily in and around cities from New England to 
the Midwest, southeast Texas, and Florida. The 


most widespread breeding populations are found oe EA 
in south Florida. Using sticks and twigs, Monk . set in white 
Parakeets build large condominium nests in eye ring 
trees and.on man-made structures. ‘he nests 

contain separate compartments for as many hooked creamy 


as twenty pairs. It is the only parrot in the pink bill 
world to build large communal nests. In 
its native South American temperate 
habitat, flocks of Monk Parakeet 
destroy crops, particularly corn and 
sunflowers, and the species 1s 
considered the foremost avian 

threat to agriculture. 


gray chest 


yellow-green belly 


deep blue 


¢ SONG Garrulous. flight feathers 
Wide range of high 
staccato shrieks and long pointed HO Mean Ge 


screams. Makes high- green-and-blue tail 
pitched chattering 


when feeding. 
e BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Searches for food in flocks, often 
tearing apart crops. Eats legumes, grains, seeds, fruits, and 
insects. Frequents areas near human habitation. Builds large 
conspicuous domed nests of sticks with entrance on side. Pairs 
roost throughout the year in their chambers within. 


o 


Similar Birds 


WHITE-WINGED 
PARAKEET 

In south Florida only 

e also similar to Yellow- 
chevroned Parakeet 

e smaller; yellow-green 
overall; yellow edge on 
folded wing shows as 
yellow patch at bend of 
wing in flight; dark 
green flight feathers; 
lacks gray on face, 
crown, and breast. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Loosely colonial, often communal 
in a single large multichambered nest. 
e NESTING Incubation 25-31 days by both sexes. Fed by both 
sexes. Altricial young stay in nest 38-42 days. 2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Exotic. Very popular and common caged bird. 
Found in Florida, Texas, southeastern cities, the Northeast, and 
the Midwest. 
e FEEDERS Groups attend feeders, especially in the winter, 
and eat seeds, cracked corn, pine seeds, suet, acorns, grass seeds, 
apples, cherries, grapes, raisins, 
Flight Pattern and currants. 
—— ¢ CONSERVATION Attempts 
to control and/or eliminate this 
exotic species In many areas of 
Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats, the US are destroying both 


often in flocks. Sometimes slight © birds and nests. 
undulating flight. 


: 4 ‘ . 
A WEIN ey ee Ure pra 
E't}) we Nest Identification Sticks and twigs ¢ in highest branches of tree or leaning against tree or any tall 


structure ® built by both sexes, often with other birds in colony ¢ 5-9 white eggs; 


Shape o Location & ae ae short subelliptical ovate, 1.1 x 0.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | @>tatee J8 sess Migration Nonmigratory | “el8ht Undetermined 


DATE TIME LOCATION __ 
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Fay CucuULIDAE benel 11-12 inches 


Wingspan 15_17 inches 


Specles Covryzus erythropthalmus 


BLACK-BILLED (CUCKOO 


‘This shy bird spends most of its time 

skulking in deep wooded forests. In rare 
instances, instead of incubating its own narrow red eye ring 
eggs it will lay its eggs in the nests of 
Yellow-billed Cuckoos, Gray Catbirds, 
Wood ‘Thrushes, Yellow Warblers, or 

Chipping Sparrows. In flight note the 


decurved 
black bill 


long tail, which has small crescent- grayish brown 
shaped white spots on the tps of all upperparts 


but the two central tail feathers, 
and the uniformly grayish brown 
wings and back. Juveniles are 
similar to adults but have a 
buff eye ring, paler undertail, 
and buff wash on the 
underparts, especially the 
undertail coverts. 

¢ SONG Generally 

silent. Repeated long 
monotone cu-cu-cu or — S/aduated 
Cu-CU-CU-CU 1M. SETS WROD 
of 34 notes. Also 
gives series of rapid 
kowk-kowk-kowk 
notes all on a single 
pitch. Sometimes 
sings at night. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Skulks 
through thick vegetation in shrubs and trees. Often sits quietly 
on branch scanning in all directions before changing perches. 
Eats primarily caterpillars, especially hairy tent caterpillars, and 
other insects; occasionally eats small mollusks, fish, and some 
wild fruits. Often found in damp thickets and wet places. 
Engages in courtship feeding. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

e NESTING Incubation 10-14 days by both sexes. Altricial 
young stay in nest 7—9 days; fed by both sexes. Young leave nest 


before they can fly and climb 
Flight Pattern 


—_—_—e white underparts 


gray legs 
and feet 


YELLOW-BILLED 
CUCKOO 

Yellow bill with dark 
tip; rufous primaries 


contrast with wing 
coverts and upperparts; 
larger white spots on 
undertail. 


around on nest tree or shrub for 
about 14 days. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon to 
fairly common. Somewhat 
dependant on caterpillar 
populations; larger clutches laid 
when food is plentiful. 


Often flies low and makes short flights 
from one tree to the next. 


Nest Identification 


| Dried twigs ¢ lined with fresh grass, leaves, pine needles, catkins, and 
vegetation ® in tree or shrub 2—20 feet above ground ¢ 2-5 blue-green eggs 


Shape pg —> Location ie ee with dark blotches, 1.1 x 0.8 inches. 


Habitat 999 gg 4¢ Migration Migratory Weight 3.6 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes similar 
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| Length 1113 inches | Wi"gspan 15_17 inches 


Family CUCULIDAE 


YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO 


Like most of the cuckoos, this bird prefers to perch 
unobtrusively in thick forests or shrubs. Many 

rural people know this bird as the “Rain Crow.” 
Sometimes it lays its eggs in nests of the 
Black-billed Cuckoo but rarely in nests of 
other birds. It is often a casualty at “tower 
kills” while migrating at night. In flight, 
note the long tail and the contrast of 
rufous primaries against gray-brown wing 
coverts and upperparts. ‘The juvenile 
shows a paler undertail pattern, and the 
lower mandible may not be yellow. 


¢ SONG Often silent; song heard more 
often in summer. A monotonous 
throaty ka-ka-ka-ka-kow-kow-k0w@-k0w- 
kowlp—kowlp kowl, pruning 
down and slowing at the end. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Slips quietly and 
somewhat stealthily through 
tangles; flies easily from tree to 
tree. Often sits motionless on an 
interior branch and slowly 
surveys the surrounding 
vegetation. Eats mostly hairy 
caterpillars; also insects, larvae, 
and small fruits and berries. 
Sometimes eats small frogs 
and lizards and the eggs of 
other birds. Engages in 


Species Coccyzus americanus 


rufous 


yf 


courtship feeding in which the male lands by perched female, 


climbs on her shoulder, and places food in her bill. 
@ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 


primaries 


large white spots 
on black undertail 


decurved bill 
with dark upper — 
mandible and tip ™ 
grayish brown 
upperparts 
/ yellow 
lower 
mandible 


oY, 


fi ase white 


underparts 


gray feet and legs 


Similar Birds 
BLACK-BILLED CUCKOO 
Entirely black bill; red 
eye ring; no rufous in 
wing; gray underside of 
tail with smaller 
crescent-shaped white 
spots; voice differs. 


MANGROVE CUCKOO 
Gray-brown wings and 
coverts; black mask 
extends past eye; 
tawny-buff lower breast, 
sides, belly, flanks, and 
undertail coverts; 
decurved black bill, 
yellow at base of lower 


e NESTING Incubation 9-11 days by both sexes. Altricial 
young stay in nest 7—9 days, fed by both sexes. Young leave nest 
before able to fly but remain in vicinity, climbing in branches; 


mandible ¢ limited 
range in Florida; 
accidental on Gulf 
Coast. 


fed by parent for about 14 more days. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon to common. Somewhat dependent on 

| caterpillar population; species 

produces greater number of 
eggs when plentiful. 

¢ CONSERVATION 

Neotropical migrant that has 

declined significantly over 

much of its range. 


Direct flight with slow light steady wing 
beats; often flies low from tree to tree with 
flash of rufous in wings. 


| Small sticks, with lining of leaves, grasses, mosses, bits of fabric, and catkins 
| from oaks and willow trees @ so flimsy eggs can sometimes be seen from beneath 
e in tree or shrub, 2-12 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 1-5 pale bluish 
green eggs that fade to light greenish yellow, unmarked; elliptical to cylindrical, 
1.2 x 0.9 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | 7@bitet ee im Me uf Migration Migratory Weight 3.6 ounces 


LOCATION 


Nest Identification 


Shape pg <=> Location i Pd 


DATE TIME 


204 © BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC 


Species Tyr alba Length 14-20 inches | Wingspan 43.47 inches 


BARN OWL 

Associating more closely with man than 
any other owl, the nearly cosmopolitan 
Barn Owl often roosts and nests in 
buildings and hunts in areas cleared 

for agriculture, particularly meadows 
and pastures. It is perhaps the most 
distinctive looking owl with its 

long legs and heart-shaped 

“monkey” face. The unexpected 
gasping screech of this owl golden tawny 
nearby in the darkness can upperparts 
raise the hair on the back of 
one’s head. Like other 
species of owls it can locate 
and capture its prey in total 
darkness using its hearing 
alone. This 1s 

accomplished with 
asymetrically positioned 

ear openings, and the aid 

of the facial disks. 

e SONG Harsh hissing 
screaming grating 

whistling gasp, eeeeeeSE Eek. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Nocturnal. 
Feeds primarily on small 
mammals such as rodents and 
shrews, but occasionally takes 
small birds. May nest during any 
month of the year, and pairs are 
believed to mate for life. Many 
farmers encourage the presence of barred 
this excellent mouser in their barns. iat 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 29-34 days by female. Semialtricial 
young stay in nest 55-65 days. Fed by both sexes. 1—3 broods 
per year. 


Flight Pattern 


no ear tufts 


heart-shaped face 


dark eyes 


white to cinnamon 
underparts with spots 


barring in instead of streaks 


wings 


long legs 


SHORT-EARED OWL 
Yellow to orange eyes; 
short ear tufts; heavily 
streaked underparts; 

often diurnal. 


¢ POPULATION Rare to 
uncommon. Stable in most 
areas, but some declines noted 
in the East. 

e¢ BIRDHOUSES Nest boxes. 
¢ CONSERVATION Listed as 
threatened in some states. 


Debris arranged into crude depression ® in tree cavity, barn loft, building, nest 
box, crevice, mine shaft, or cave * 2—f2 whitish eggs, sometimes nest-stained; 
short subelliptical, 1.7 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat opp ae J ui. ww | Migration Some migrate | Wel8ht 1.1 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ST RIGIDAE Species Crys aig Length 8 10 inches | WinesPan 18_24 inches 


EASTERN SCREECH-OWL sam 


Perhaps the best-known owl in eastern North MORPH 
America, this small tufted bird is found in a — 
great variety of habitats, from wooded lots 
to urban gardens. It is able to flatten its 

ear tufts, which gives the head a rounded 
appearance. There are two distinct color 
phases, reddish brown and gray, plus 

there are brown intermediates. Its 

voice is not a screech but rather a 

mournful whinny familiar to many. bright rusty 
¢ SONG Series of melancholy ce 
tremulous whistles descending in aie 
pitch; drawn-out trilling note. 

Simple to imitate. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Nocturnal; 

becomes active at dusk. Feeds on 

wide variety of small vertebrates 
and invertebrates, including 
insects, arachnids, crayfish, 
mammals, amphibians, 

reptiles, birds, and fish. 

When using a cavity for a 

day roost, often will sit in 

the entrance. When 

approached on its roost, 

will flatten its body, 

erect its ear tufts, 

and close its eyes IN white spots on 
an attempt to hide — scapulars 
by blending into 

the background. 

¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING 

Incubation about 

26 days mostly by female. 
Semialtricial young stay in nest about 28 ane Fed by both 

sexes. | brood per year. 

© POPULATION Widespread 
and fairly common, but with 
gradual decline. 

¢ BIRDHOUSES Will roost and 
nest in nesting boxes sized for 
wood ducks or flickers. 


tujted head 
yellow eyes 


pale ill 


streaked 
underparts 


BROWN 


GRAY INTERMEDIATE 
J 


MORPH 


NORTHERN 

SAW-WHET OWL 
Smaller; lacks ear tufts; 
blackish bill; large white 
spots on upperparts; 
small white streaking on 
forehead, crown, and 
nape. 


WESTERN 
SCREECH-OWL 

Gray to brown; dark bill; 
different voice 

® western range. 


Buoyant flight with silent wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Shape <i ii Location na * b> 
Be 


Plumage Gexes similar | Habitat pe 9% Migration Nonmigratory Weight 5 9 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Lined with feathers and debris from food © 10-30 feet above ground in tree 
2-8 white eggs; round oval, 1.4 inches long. 
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Family STRIGIDAE Species Ruby virginianus | “PE 18-25 inches | WIMESPA 36_60 inches 


GREAT HORNED OWL 


‘The most widespread owl in 
North America and perhaps the 
most powerful, this owl often 
attacks animals much larger 
and heavier than itself, 
including domestic cats, 
skunks, and porcupines. Its 
color varies regionally from 
pale arctic birds to dark 
northwestern ones. 

e¢ SONG Series of 3-8 bold 
deep hoots, with the second 
and third hoots often 
running together, Whoo! 


large “horns” ae 
on head i -“ = —e yellow eyes 


rusty facial 


disks 


white chin 
and throat 


mottled barred 
brownish gray 


Whoo-whoo-whoo! Whoo! upperparts 
Whoo! Often described as 
“You awake? Me too!” 
Female’s hooting is higher 
in pitch. 
Similar Birds 


¢ BEHAVIOR Chiefly 
nocturnal; becomes active 
at dusk. Sometimes hunts 
during the day. ‘lakes wide 
variety of vertebrates; 
primarily feeds on 
mammals, but also eats 
birds, reptiles, and 
amphibians. Often 
aggressively defends nest 
and young to the point of 
striking humans who 
venture too close. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
One of the earliest nesting 


LONG-EARED OWL 
Smaller and thinner; ear 
tufts closer together; 
vertical streaking, not 
horizontal barring, on 
underparts. 


GREAT GRAY OWL 
Larger; lacks ear tufts; 
large grayish white 
facial disks ringed with 
dark brown concentric 
circles; brown 
upperparts barred with 
dark browns and white; 
whitish underparts 
barred and streaked 


with browns; yellowish 
bill; long brownish tail 


species, with eggs laid in winter. foareey orien dae eran 
¢ NESTING Incubation 28-35 days mostly by female. Young and white. 


stay in nest 35-45 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly 
Flight Pattern 


common to common. 


Widespread. 
Direct flap-and-glide flight with strong, 


e BIRDHOUSES Accepts 
artificial nesting platforms. 

© CONSERVATION Many are 
killed by hunters and farmers. 


silent wing beats. 


Nest Identification 
Abandoned nest of larger bird © large cavities, broken-off snags, buildings, ledges 


= a2 : 2 Ne : see 
Shape i ig Aide ¢ 20-60 feet above ground ¢ 1—5 dull whitish eggs; elliptical, 2.7 inches long. 


Location 4% ae ii oe Re iy ~ 


Habitat oe ww | Migration Nonmigratory Weight 3 () pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes similar 
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Length 20-27 inches | Wingspan 54_66 inches 


Family SPRIGIDAE 


SNOWY OwL 


A heavy-bodied, large-headed owl of open 
areas, this bird breeds on Arctic tundra and a py ee - yellow eyes 
winters on grasslands, marshes, coastal . ” 

beaches, and dunes. Regional crashes of . 7. >. large head 
Arctic lemming populations force these without ear tufts 
owls far south in some winters. ‘This 1s 
our only all-white owl. Females and 
juveniles are similar, and show more 
dusky barring than males. =. NN 
¢ SONG Piercing whistle and bold, 
growling bark, #row-ow, which can carry 

for more than a mile. Usually silent 

outside breeding season. 

e BEHAVIOR Active in daylight and 
darkness. Often perches on ground or close 
to it on posts, rocks, dunes, ice, hay bales, or 
buildings. Eats primarily small mammals 
(voles and lemmings on breeding 

grounds), but takes some 

birds and fish. Male < 

defends nest and . = 

young fearlessly; will om 
give “crippled bird” 
act to lure predators 
away from nest. 


¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. 
¢ NESTING 
Incubation 31-34 days 
by both sexes or female 
only. Young stay in nest 
14-21 days, fed by both 
sexes. First flight at 
43-57 days. 1 brood per 
year. Number of eggs depends 
on food supply; in poor lemming years, pairs may not breed. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common on breeding grounds; rare to casual 
south of breeding range. Stable 
Flight Pattern because of remoteness from 
human disturbance. 
® CONSERVATION No issues 
reported, but many birds are 
killed when wintering south of 


Direct flap-and-glide flight with strong, normal range. 
deep wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -se- LOCATION gummm isisis zB ‘ 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat we NS Migration Trregular Weight 4 () pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


i y j - We oh 
Species Nyctea scandiaca 


ew 


© all-white plumage 


id : MALE 


gee more dusky 

barring dusky spots 
and bars on 
feather tips 


BARN OWL 

White to cinnamon-buff 
underparts; golden-buff 
upperparts; heart- 
shaped face; dark eyes. 


Simple depression @ unlined or minimally lined with moss, lichen, and plucked 
grass ® on raised site with good visibility * built by female * 3-11 whitish eggs 
that become nest-stained, short elliptical or subelliptical, 2.2 inches long. 
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FamilY SpRiGIDAE SPECIES Sai varia Length 17_24 inches | Wingspan 50_60 inches 


BARRED OWL é r 
Aree, TOUN 


‘The “hoot owl” of southern Road: 
swamps, this puffy-headed owl 

can also be found in woodlands. — drown upperparts 
It lacks ear tufts, 1s stoutly with heavy white 
built, and is heavily streaked, SpOTaNS 
spotted, and variegated 
brown, buff, and white. 

‘This is one of only three 
large owls with dark eyes 

in North America. 

e SONG Usually 8 or 

more drawn-out notes, 

“Who cooks for you; who 
cooks for you-all?” Call 1s 
drawn-out, descending 
hoooAwll//. Group of 2 or 
more owls make a loud, 
excited caterwauling. 

Often heard in daytime. 
Responds readily to 
imitations of its call by 
coming closer and often 
calling back. 

© BEHAVIOR Mostly 
nocturnal and crepuscular 
but often active in daylight. 
Prefers deep woods; inhabits 
conifer, riparian, and swampy 
habitats. Feeds on wide 
variety of animals, including 
small mammals, birds, frogs, log e— 
salamanders, lizards, snakes, fish, barred tail 
large insects, crabs, and crayfish. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

Thought to pair for life. 

¢ NESTING. Incubation 28-33 days 

by female. Young stay in nest 42 days. Fed by both sexes. 

1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Very common 
to common and widespread. 
Swamp habitat population in 
the South has diminished. 
Range increasing now in the 
beats, longer flights on silent rapid wing Northwest, where hybridizes 
strokes followed by short glide. with Spotted Owl. 


Nest Identification 


dark eyes 


horizontal 
barring on upper 
breast 


heavily streaked 
paler underparts 


GREAT GRAY OWL 
Much larger and grayer; 
yellow eyes. 


SPOTTED OWL 
White spotting on 

underparts, not barring 
or streaking ® westetn 
range. 


Short flights with steady, shallow wing 


In the East uses abandoned nests ¢ 15-80 feet above ground in tree ¢ 2—3 white 
Ree 


Shape Py ey ga. Location + B yy, eggs, 2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat pe @ yx Migration Nonmigratory | We'8t 1.4 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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a 


LONG-EARED OWL 


‘The most slender and most nocturnal 
of the large owls is perhaps the most long close-set 
overlooked. It is hard to detect because ea as 
of its cryptic coloration, shy habits, and 

the ability to “freeze” against a perch 

with body flattened. This owl often 

uses the same winter perch day after 

day, resulting in a large accumulation 

of pellets and droppings beneath it; = ™o/tled 
this telltale evidence can be used to — 77” 
locate the roosting owl above. 
Although the female ts larger, both 
sexes appear similar. Frequents a 
wide range of habitats, from desert 
oases to riparian thickets to dense 
coniferous woodlands. 


Famil¥ SPRIGIDAE 


“a 


yellow eyes 


rusty facial disks 


mottled buffy-white 
with heavy vertical 
Streaking 
¢ SONG Melodic low hoots, guwoo- 
quoo-quoo, and long hoos. Sometimes 
sounds like a barking, whining 
puppy. Virtually mute outside 
breeding season. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Nocturnal. Roosts 
perched close to tree trunk in 
thick cover during day. Hunts 
over open fields and marshes. 
Feeds primarily on mouse-size 
mammals; sometimes takes 
small birds. Often 
gregarious on roosts 1n 
winter. Accumulated 
pellet contents below 
roost can reveal local diet, 
as the undigested bones, 
teeth, and exoskeletons of its Se Oe 
prey are compacted within them. Chooses abandoned nest of E Batis nclowchorer 
squirrel, crow, hawk, or heron as its own nesting site. : ear tufts; diurnal. 


e BREEDING Monogamous. 


GREAT HORNED OWL 
Much larger, stouter 


build; ear tufts farther 


apart on head; 


horizontal barring 
beneath (not vertical 
streaking). 


long tail 


e NESTING Incubation 

26-28 days by female. 
Semialtricial young stay in nest 
23-26 days, fed by both sexes. 

1 brood per year. 

e POPULATION Uncommon to 
Buoyant silent wing beats. Ear tufts locally common; may be more 
flattened back on head in flight. common than suspected. 


Flight Pattern 


: Nest I. denti ification 


Typically does not build nest © uses abandoned nests; sometimes tree cavity 
y} ) ) 


* suspected of sometimes evicting crow * 4-30 feet above ground in a tree 


Shape i Location i ha as ¢ 2-10 white eggs; elliptical, 1.6 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar Habitat eee J@ ¥ — | Migration Northern birds migrate 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Weight 8.6 ounces 
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Species A sip flammeus 


ee ee Peiataien dark facial disks that 
big-headed, short-nec ed owl o become paler farther 
grasslands and marshes, this bird 1s from the center 
often seen quartering low over 

vegetation during the day. With tawny 


Wingspan 38 44 inches 


Fam SPRIGIDAR re" 13-17 inghes 


short ear 


A lt fts 


=———e heavily 


yellow to 


to buff-brown plumage, it shows large orange eyes streaked head 
buff wing patches on the upperwing 

and a dark “wrist” mark on the 

underwing in flight. ‘The ear tufts are ee 

very small and difficult to see unless buff-brown Poa 
the bird is perched. It has a streaked —_overal/ eee: 


buff to whitish belly and white 
undertail coverts with faint streaking. 
Its diurnal activities make it 
frequently visible. 

e SONG On breeding grounds this 
owl gives a loud eeee-yerp; a high- 
pitched grating waowk, waowk, 
waowk, like the barking of a dog; 
or a foot-toot-toot-toot-toot. When on 
its wintering grounds, the Short- 
eared Owl usually remains silent. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Nocturnal and 
crepuscular; may hunt in late 
afternoons or on overcast days. 
Flies back and forth low over the 
ground, dropping feet first with 
wings held high onto prey. May 
perch on post or shrub to watch 
for prey. Feeds primarily on small ; v4 
rodents but also takes some small birds 
of open habitats and large insects. Uses crippled-bird display to 
lure intruders away from the nest or young on the ground. 


upper breast 


Similar Birds 


LONG-EARED OWI 
Smaller buff upperwing 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Sometimes forms small colonies. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 24—37 days by female. Semialtricial 
young stay in nest 21-36 days. Fed by both sexes. ‘Typically 

1 brood per year. 


and black wrist patches; 
heavily barred 


underparts; large ear 
tufts; nocturnal. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common. It has disappeared in parts of its 
southern range because of 
Flight Pattern habitat loss. 

¢ CONSERVATION The main 
conservation concern for this 
owl is a degree of habitat loss to 
agriculture and also loss due to 


Buoyant erratic flight with flopping killing by shooting. 
wing beats. . : 


Nest Identification 


Shallow depression ¢® lined with grass and feathers ® on ground ¢ built by female 


¢ 3-11 white eggs that become nest-stained; short elliptical, 1.5 inches long. 


Shape -se <> py Location yyy ul 


Plumage Sexes similar | Mabitet J yee Migration Some migrate | Wel 11.1 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family STRIGIDAE | Specles Avgolius acadicus | ‘P8h 7_8 inches Wingspan 17_20 inches 


| 


NORTHERN SAW-WHET OWL brown forehead and 


crown with liberal 


‘The incessant call of the male Northern white streaking 


Saw-whet Owl during breeding season 
sounds like a saw being sharpened or 

: 5 Ce pale buff to 
whetted. Some winters numbers of this — Jryanish EEG 
little owl are found well south of the facial disks i > eyebrows 
normal breeding range. ‘his species : 
is one of the smallest owls. Note the 
lack of ear tufts, dark bill, and 
white eyebrows. Females are 
larger than males. Juveniles 
have tawny-cinnamon chestnut-brown 
underparts, chocolate-brown upperparts with 

: heavy white and J 

upperparts with white buff spotting 
spotting, and a bold white Y 
from beak to eyebrows. 
e SONG Repeated 1-note 
whistle of f00, foo, foo, too, 
too or sch-whet, sch-whet, 
sometimes for hours at a 
time. Sings during 
breeding season only; 
singing decreases after 
mate is attracted. Voice 
may carry 0.5 mile or more. 
e BEHAVIOR Solitary or 
in pairs. Eats small 
rodents, large insects, birds, and 
bats. Hunts primarily at night. Perches low, searching for 
prey, then flies down and snatches it with talons. ‘Territorial birds 
often respond to imitations of their call by speeding up the rate 
of their calling; often attracted to playbacks of their call. 


white 
patch 


between eyes 


blackish 
bill 


white underparts with 
reddish brown and 
dark brown blotches 
and streaks 


unmarked white 
undertail coverts 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. My BorrEAL OWL 
; hy ; ive fs Larger; white face with 
@ iQ) ph > ‘ =e , : a ale ‘ ir Bel, 

NES TING Incubation 26-29 days by female. Semialtricial i ree Roe dated, 
young stay in nest 27-34 days. Fed by both sexes: Male brings baa Brown hela oth 
food, then female feeds young for about first 18 days. 1 brood contrasting white spots; 
per year. pale bill. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common. Declining. 

¢ BIRDHOUSES Uses nest 
boxes about the size of Wood 
Duck boxes. 

¢ CONSERVATION Declining 
in parts of range due to habitat 
loss from logging, air pollution, 
and adelgid tree kills in high 
peaks of southern Appalachians. 


i it Hk h Flight Pattern ug : 


Silent buoyant direct flight with fluttering 
wing beats. 


ey Tae it 
entificati 


= 
Shape By ii Location na ay ip 


Plumage Sexes similar | “@>itat ¢.¢ 99° x Migration fost do not migrate | Ve'8" 2.6 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


No nest materials ® in tree cavity, abandoned woodpecker hole, or nesting box, 
14-60 feet above ground ¢ 4-7 white eggs; oval to ovate, 1.2 inches long. 
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Family CApRIMULGIDAE Species Chordeiles minor Length 8 1Q inches | Wingspan 24_24 inches 


COMMON NIGHTHAWK 


Like all members of the nightjar family, the adult bird flutters its 
gular pouch during intense heat to cool itself. The eggs and 
nestlings are sometimes carried to another location if 
temperatures become extreme. The female is similar to the 
male, but has a buffy, rather than white, throat and lacks 

the white tail band. Juveniles also lack this tail 

band. Note the long pointed 
wings with the white 

bar through the 
primaries, and 

the mothlike 

flight of the Sy 
“bullbat,” which throat 
is the colloquial 

name used for this 
nighthawk 1n the 

South. Although 
predominantly grayish 
brown overall, there is much color 

variation over the large North American range. 


long dark 
grayish brown pointed wings e 
overall N 


notched tail 
with thick 
white band 


distinctive white 
bar across primaries 


¢ SONG Has raspy nasal somewhat froglike call of 


peeant or beant. Similar Birds 


LESSER NIGHTHAWK 
Shorter, more rounded 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in small groups. Sometimes migrates 
in large flocks in fall. Crepuscular and nocturnal, but often feeds 
day or night, catching insects in flight. Eats a wide range of 
flying insects. Attracted to street lights and other outdoor lights 
at night to scoop up swarming insects. Bird species seen by 
many because of its habit of feeding over towns and cities. 
Skims over lakes and streams to drink water from surface. 


wings; whitish bar 
across primaries slightly 
closer to tip; paler 
upperparts with more 
uniform mottling; 
generally flies closer to 
ground; does not power- 


dive; voice differs, 


ANTILLEAN 
NIGHTHAWK 
Smaller; shorter wings; 


more fluttery flight; 
much more buffy 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Male displays with a 
courtship power-dive, at the end of which the air rushes through 
his wings, making a loud sw-7-7-7-7-00nk sound like a rubber 
band or banjo string being plucked. 

e NESTING Incubation 19-20 days, mostly by female. Young 
semiprecocial; first flight at 21 days, fed by both sexes. 

1—2 broods per year. 


overall; voice differs 
® rare in eastern range. 


¢ POPULATION Common but declining in parts of continent. 

¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
Flight Pattern migrant. Became common in 
towns and cities with the 
introduction of flat graveled 
roofs in mid-1800s as well as 
Darting flight on long pointed wings with increased Ee: of outside 

erratic twists and turns and changes of lighting, which attracts insects. 


direction. Wing beats slow and steady. 


Nest Identification | Lays eggs on rocks, small pebbles, abandoned fields, stumps, fence rails, and 


even on tarred or graveled roofs; 0-8 feet above ground ¢ female chooses site 


Shape Jo e 2 creamy white to pale olive-buff eggs, with brown and gray speckles; oval to 


elliptical oval, 1.2 x 0.9 inches. 


LOCatION ummm igxisis JS am 


Plumage Sexes similar | 4abitate.@ s+ ® A Migration Migratory Weight 2.2 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family CaPRIMULGIDAE Species Cyprimulgus carolinensis | “©P8 11-13 inches | WiMESPAN 24 525.5 inches 


(CHUCK-WILL’S-WIDOW 


‘True to its name, this bird can be heard singing chuck-will’s-widow 
continuously in the early evening on a summer’s night in the rural South. 
The largest North American nightjar is shy and will often flush at the 
slightest disturbance, fluttering away on silent wings like a huge 

brown moth. The female is similar to the male but has tan 
feathers on her throat and in her tail corners. 

¢ SONG A bold chuck-will’s-W1ID-ow in 4 parts, with 

the chuck low-pitched (sometimes inaudible at a 

distance) and the other 3 notes clearly 
whistled, with emphasis on the wid. 
While hunting, may give low 

growl or croak in flight. 


long grayish 
supercilium 


brownish red 
throat with white 
half-collar 


rounded wings 


long rounded 
tail 


tawny buff- 
brown mottling 
overall 


buff-tipped outer tail 
feathers have white 
iner Webs 


some whitish feathers 
form bar on tips of 
lesser wing coverts 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Nocturnal feeder. While in flight, 
catches numerous insects at a time with its cavernous mouth, 

which has a 2-inch gap and rictal bristles in its corners to aid in 
trapping prey. Eats mainly insects and an occasional small bird, 


which it swallows whole. Roosts like other nightjars, perched eree eres 


parallel to the limb or on the ground, where its cryptic plumage F Smaller; grayer; rufous 
makes it all but impossible to see unless it moves. Roosts on the | g@ bar on shoulder; voice 


same perch daily differs © male has more 
- on ; white in tail and white 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. crescent at lower edge 


e NESTING Incubation 20-24 days by female, who will move of black throat * female 


has dark brown throat, 


eggs if nest is disturbed. Semiprecocial young brooded by butbonecklace and 
female; remain in nest approximately 17 days, fed by female. pale buff tips to outer 
Female tends young until independent. 1 brood per year. tail feathers. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in pine-oak and live-oak 

woodlands, as well as in 
deciduous forests. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. May be 
declining due to habitat loss 
from lack of proper forest 
management. 


Easy buoyant silent flight with flicking 
wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Shape Lf» LOCATION mmm 


No nest materials © on ground atop dried leaves, shaded by dense trees or 
ground cover ®@ 2 shiny pinkish cream or buff eggs, with brown, lavender, or gray 
markings; oval to elliptical, 1.4 x 1.0 inches. 


PlUMae Sexes similar | Habitat ee eee Migration Migratory Weight 4 2 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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SPeCles Cyprimulgus vociferus Length 9 1() inches _ | Wingspan 16_19.5 inches 


WHIP-POOR-WILL an 
‘The Whip-poor-will is best located and identified by its 
distinctive calls. It is nearly impossible to see because it 

tends to sit on the ground or lengthwise on a branch, 

and its pattern closely matches the leaf litter of the white 
wood lots it frequents. “Whips” have rounded wings MESS 
that when folded do not reach to the tip of the tail. 
Males are similar to females but the throat is 
bordered with white and the tail has large 
white patches. 

e SONG A loud, clear whip-poor-will 
often repeated at night in eastern 
birds; call is more coarse among 
southwestern birds. 


dark throat 
with a buff 
border 


long tail with 


buff tips 


FEMALE 


Similar Birds 
¢ BEHAVIOR [ncubating or perched birds often allow a close CHUCK-WILL'S WIDOW 
he 1 fl | | ia] | Bal Lacks wing bars and 
A ae (1k: Claes — elt: ech Matos é 
approach. ‘They fly close to the ground at night and catch large OMe lack wing and tail 
flying insects, especially medium to large moths. ‘heir large * breeds throughout 
eyes, like those of other creatures active at night, reflect light much of North, 
with a red eye-shine. In rural areas, birds often sit along dirt or pe ee 
gravel roads in the open at night. COMMON NIGHTHAWK 
e BREE MoM ; Yellow undertail coverts 
REEDING Monogamous. ° ranges in Northwest, 
e NESTING Incubation 19-20 days by female. Rockies, and much of 


the Southwest. 


Semiprecocial young stay in nest 20 days. Fed by both sexes. 

1—2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon. 
Has declined in the East in 
recent decades because of 


Flight Pattern 


habitat loss caused by 
forest fragmentation 
and development. 
Erratic mothlike flight. Male hovers © CONSERVATION Species 
during display, with slow smooth flight. : 
ae S federally protected. 


Nest Identification 


Shape @» Location suo 


Eggs laid on flat ground on leaf litter ¢ 2 whitish eggs marked with brown and 


gray overlaid with brown, olive, and lavender; 1.2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar |abitatee 8 a age Migration Most migrate Weight 2 () ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Wingspan 4212.75 inches 


Family A PODIDAE Species Chyerura pelagica | ‘© 5.5 inches 


CHIMNEY SWIFT 
Often referred to as “a cigar with wings” because of | 
its flight silhouette, this is the only swift | 
normally found in eastern North America. 
Named for its habit of building nests 
inside chimneys or air shafts, it uses its 
gluelike saliva to attach its nest to 
the brick or concrete and to bind 
together the individual sticks. 
Adult birds feed their young 

until they are old enough to fly 
out of the chimney. In fall 
migration, hundreds may swirl 
above a large chimney at dusk 
before dropping into it to roost 
for the night. This bird has Alackigh 
become so adapted to life in gray legs 
man-made structures that it — @”d feet 
now is a common summer 

species sweeping the skies over 

our towns, cities, and suburbs. 

¢ SONG Bold chattering; rapid 
twittering calls cascade down from above. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Eats flying insects 


sooty gray 
overall 


blackish 
gray bill 


short cigar- 


shaped body 


and ballooning spiders in the air column. Catches long narrow 
food while flying. Roosted and nested in hollow trees curved wings 


before Europeans settled North America; now uses 
chimneys and air shafts. Almost always seen on the wing. 
Aerial courtship and mating with courtship V-ing display — 
pairs flying with wings held in extreme dihedral V above 
their backs. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary or colonial. Sometimes Similar Birds 
with helpers at the nest. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 19-21 days by both sexes, sometimes 
with the aid of helpers. Young altricial; stay in nest 30 days, fed 
by both sexes, but female feeds more. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common in range. Has 
increased dramatically with the abundance of artificial nesting sites 


created by European 
Flight Pattern 


VAUX’S SWIFT 
Smaller; shorter wings; 


paler underparts and 
rump; voice differs; 
soars less frequently. 


settlement of North America. 
Rare in southern California. 
© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant that 
winters in South America’s 
Amazon Basin. 


Rapid batlike flight on stiff swept-back 
wings alternates with long sweeping glides. 
Darts erratically. Soars on thermal drafts. 


Half saucer of sticks and saliva ¢ hollow interior of tree, chimney, air shaft, 

vertical pipe, silo, barn, open well or cistern, fruit cellar, or side of building 

¢ nest built by both sexes ¢ 2—7 white eggs, may be nest stained; long oval to 
cylindrical, 0.8 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar abitat 0.¢ 9  & sz Migration Migratory Weight 9.8 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species 4 rfilochus colubris | “e°8th 3-3.75 inches | Wingspan 4.2545 inches 


RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD = 


‘The only hummer known by most Easterners has a 
range that covers most of eastern North America. This 
is the hummingbird that frequents Eastern gardens 
and feeders. Both sexes have glittering green crown aw 
green crown and upperparts, and 
the underparts are grayish to 
white. Males have black faces 
and a deep red to orange-red 
throat, or gorget. ‘The humming 
of its wings 1s clearly discernible 
from some distance. 

¢ SONG Series of rapid squeaky 
chipping notes. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds primarily on 
nectar but takes some insects and 
spiders, also sap from sapsucker MALE 
drill wells. In courtship flight male’ 
makes huge a 180-degree are back 
and forth, emitting a buzzing sound at 
its lowest point. Males often arrive on 
breeding grounds well ahead of 
females. These birds are strongly i 
attracted to the color red, as are ee “ 
many other hummers. oe 


straight black bill 


green 


upperparts black face 


deep red throat 


greenish sides 
and flanks 


grayish white 
underparts 


» forked dark 


green tail 


and throat JUVENILE 


¢ BREEDING Solitary. Sage 
¢ NESTING Incubation 11-16 See eee greenish upperparts 

ian ale. ae o with buffwash 

days by female. Altricial young eR ea ing 


stay in nest 20-22 days. Fed by —fignés e 
female. 1-3 broods per year. ' 


¢ POPULATION Common to i BLACK-CHINNED 
fairlv'é ‘ibreedi . > HUMMINGBIRD 
airly Common in breeding rounded tail with 


Male has black chin; 
purple throat ¢ female 


range. A few winter regularly in white-ripped 
south Florida. Rare elsewhere. — 2” feathers 


very similar to female 
¢ FEEDERS Red columbine in spring; Ee Ree ee 
saliva, trumpet or coral honeysuckle, and bee 
balm later in year. Also jewelweed, phlox, petunias, 


lilies, trumpet creeper, Siberian peatree, nasturtium, cone-shaped 


red flowers (wild and 
Flight Pattern 


white to grayish sides 


and flanks. 


domesticated), and sugar water. 
¢ CONSERVATION Red food 
dyes added to sugar water may 
harm birds. Sometimes attracted 
to red supporting insulators on 
electrical fences, then killed. 


Very rapid wing beats (up to 75 per second), 


Nest Identification 


Shape g Location i * 


Soft plant down, fireweed, milkweed thistles, and leaves; bound with spider 
webs and cocoon material; trimmed with moss and lichens @ looks like knot on a 


branch * 5-20 feet above ground, often on downsloping branch over brook and 
sheltered by leaves ¢ built by female ¢ 2 white eggs; elliptical, 0.5 x 0.3 inches. 


Habitat @ 9¢ _¢ Weight (.1 ounce 


Plumage Sexes differ 


Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Ceryle aleyon Length {114.5 inches | ™'"S2P2" 27_26 inches 


BELTED KINGFISHER 


Widely distributed and common along freshwater 
bodies of water as well as the coast, this is the shaggy crest 
only kingfisher across most of its range, except 
along the Mexican border. It is one of the few 
North American birds in which the female 1s 


white spot in 
front of eye 


more colorful than the male. ‘(he male has MALE 
blue-gray upperparts with a blue-gray 

band across the breast and appears big- broad white 
headed with its large bill and ragged collar 


crest. In flight 1t shows a white Bakara 
patch on the upperwing at the upperparts long thick 
black bill 


base of the primaries. 

e SONG Bold raspy rattle sounds 
like a heavy fishing reel. 

e BEHAVIOR Generally solitary. 


blue-gray 
band across 


ar: ; breast 
Plunges headfirst into water from 
perch or a hover up to 20 feet or white 
more above water to catch underparts 


fish. Feeds primarily on 
fish but also takes 
amphibians, reptiles, 
insects, crustaceans, 
and mollusks. 
Frequents favorite 
perches along 
waterways for 
hunting. Pair digs 
burrow in bank 

3-7 feet deep (can — chestnut band 
be up to 15 feet). across belly 

¢ BREEDING 

Monogamous; solitary nester. 

@ NESTING Incubation PEALE 
23-24 days by both sexes. 

Altricial young stay in nest 27—29 days. 
Fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Slight decline in North America. 

¢ CONSERVATION Often 
viewed as problem at fish 
hatcheries; before regulation 
they were shot and killed at 
hatcheries and along trout 
streams. This may still occur at 
some hatcheries. 


Similar Birds 


BLUE JAY 
Smaller; brighter blues; 
black band on breast 

forms collar. 


RINGED KINGFISHER 
Sy In southeast ‘Texas only 
e larger © male has 


a bright rufous-chestnut 
2) ‘ underparts with no 
white; female has 


narrow white band. 


chestnut on 
sides and flanks 


Slow direct flight with somewhat erratic 
pattern. Hovers above water to search 


for prey. 


i Nest Identification 


Shape oe Location ‘ 
PUMNGS? Sexes differ = NS Migration Some migrate | ele" 5.2 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Horizontal burrow, occasionally slanted upward, in bank beside fresh water 
¢ usually no lining but debris and undigested fish bones and scales ¢ may be far 
from water @ 3—7 feet long ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 5-8 white eggs, about 


1.3 x 1.0 inches. 
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Species We/anerpes erythrocephalus | “8h 8.5-9.25 inches | WinésPan 1618 inches 


RED-HEADED WOODPECKER 


‘The ecological eastern counterpart of Lewis’s red head, neck, 
Woodpecker, this is the only woodpecker in the and throat 
East with an entirely red head. Unlike many 
other woodpeckers, the Red-headed 
Woodpecker catches most of its food 1n flight, 
from the ground, or by gleaning it from tree 
trunks and limbs; it rarely bores holes in 
trees to probe for insects. ‘The male does, 
however, vigorously drill its nest cavity 

with the aid of its mate. In flight the 

white underparts, white rump, and Black 
large white secondary patches contrast pag 
sharply with the black tail, wings, and 
back. Juveniles have brownish black 
upperparts and brown heads. 


black bill 


red upper breast 


black legs 


black wing and feet 


¢ SONG Fairly noisy. In breeding coverts and 
season has bold grating gueark or primaries 
queer, queer, queer. Also sounds like a 

chicken clucking, serv-uck, kerr-uck. 

e¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 

Eats various insects, spiders, millipedes, 

and centipedes; sometimes takes eggs and 
young of other birds, mice, corn, grains, various 
nuts, and berries. Often hunts from low perches, 
flying to ground to pick up prey or nut. Caches 
acorns and nuts, removing shells and storing the 
meat for winter. 


white 
underparts 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by both sexes. 
Altricial young stay in nest 27-31 days. Fed by black tail 
both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon and declining. 

Casual to accidental west of the Rocky Mountains. 

¢ FEEDERS AND BIRDHOUSES Suet, sunflower seeds, 
cracked corn, raisins, nuts, and bread. Some will nest in 
birdhouse built for woodpeckers. 


RED-BELLIED 
WOODPECKER CO 
Red crown and nape 
only; barred black-and- 
white upperparts; white 
patches at bases of 
primaries; grayish face 


and underparts. 


© CONSERVATION Listed as species of special concern by National 
Audubon Society. Decline in 
past century due to habitat loss, 
collisions with automobiles, and 
competition for nesting cavities 
with European Starling. 


Flight Pattern 


4 


Strong flight with slow steady shallow Creosote-coated utility poles ale 
wing beats. Sallies for flying insects, then lethal to eggs and young. 


returns to same or nearby perch. 


Nest Identification 


In snag, limb of living tree, stump, or dead tree @ 1.75-inch entrance; 8-24 inches 


Shape ot Location + & ik deep; 8-80 feet above ground ¢ drilled mostly by male * 4—7 white eggs; oval to 
Ag 


elliptical, 1 inch in diameter. 


ip og 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatee @ Uf Migration Some migrate | W'€" 2.5 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family prc ypar Species Melanerpes carolinus | L€néth 910.5 inches | Wingspan 15_18 inches 


RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER —~@ 
‘This noisy common woodpecker of Rae ‘A 
eastern US forests and forest edges | Bi 
has adapted to different habitats, — 
from southern pine forests to 

northern hardwoods, scattered = ¢¢ crown 

trees, and urban parks. The ELE 

bird’s upperparts have black- 

and-white barring in a zebra 

pattern. The “red belly” that 

gives the bird its name is a MALE 


reddish wash low on the belly and 
between the legs that is actually 
difficult to see in the field. In black-anda- 
flight it shows a white rump, white barring 
white patches at the base of the OA le 
primaries, and white-barred 

central tail feathers. Juvenile 

birds are similar to adults but 

have a gray-brown head. By POON 
e SONG Quavering churr- 
churr or querrr-querrr and 
abrupt chuck, chuck, chuck, softer 

than Golden-fronted Woodpecker. 

e BEHAVIOR Conspicuous, with 
noisy vocalizations and drumming 1n 
breeding season. Nests and roosts 
nightly in tree cavities. Eats wide 
variety of fare, including insects, 
fruits, vegetables, seeds, and sap 
from sapsucker drill wells. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Solitary nester. 

e NESTING Incubation 11-14 days by 
both sexes; male at night, female during 
day. Young stay in nest 22—27 days. Fed 
by both sexes. 1 brood per year in the 
North; 2-3 broods per year in the South. 


e POPULATION Common to 
Flight Pattern 


pale grayish 
tan underparts 


red nape 


GOLDEN-FRONTED 
WOODPECKER 
Black tail without white 


FEMALE 


barring; golden-orange 
nape; yellow patch at 
base of upper mandible; 
indistinct yellowish 
wash on belly ¢ male 
has red cap. 


fairly common. Expanding 
northward in recent decades to 
southern border of Canada. 
Seems stable overall; may be 
increasing slightly. 

e FEEDERS Nuts, sunflower 
seeds, peanut butter, and suet. 


Undulating flight with fairly rapid wing 
beats interspersed with periods of roller- 
coaster flight with wings folded. 


Nest Identification 


In tree 5—70 feet above ground @ built by both sexes © sometimes uses 


~ , abandoned holes of other woodpeckers ¢ 3-8 white eggs, 1 inch in diameter. 
Shape ye Location & + ©) 
j ee 


Plumage Gexes differ Habitat 9,@ @9@ @, Migration Nionmigratory | “e'8t 2.4 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PICIDAE Species Sphyrapicus VarlUus 


Length g_9 inches wingspan 16_18 inches 


a Z 
YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER @ 
Eastern counterpart to the Red-naped Sapsucker, this red forehead a 
is the most widespread of the four North American and forecrown : 
sapsuckers. In breeding season male and female 
perform continual loud drumming duets, Gee oe 
including ritual tapping at the nest entrance. 
‘The female 1s similar to the male but has a black bib 
white throat. In flight birds show a white hold black- 
rump and white shoulder patches. POP TTD 
Juveniles have brown mottling on the patterned face 


chest, head, and upperparts, and a white 
shoulder patch but lack the bright 
head and throat colors. 


white 
shoulder patch 


¢ SONG Often silent. Low, growling 
nasal mew sounds somewhat 

catlike. Alarm call of cheee-er, cheeee- 
er. During courtship display cries pale yellow wash 
hoth-hoth. Males make staccato on underparts 
drumming sounds. 


black-and-white 
barring on back 


coe barred and e—+¥ h) 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. streaked nD} 
Bores series of small holes, often in Benes AND 
1 : Sabee Sie 9 fe be COvETTS, SITES, ; 
horizontal rows, in trees to drink the ale 


sap that collects. Eats insects attracted 

to drill wells, plus fruits, berries, and tree 
buds. Guards wells from other birds, including 
hummingbirds, and small mammals. Nests in 
soft deciduous trees, often near water. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Small, very 

loose colonies. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by both 
sexes (male at night, female during day). Altricial young 

stay in nest 25-29 days; fed mixture of sap and insects by both 
sexes. Taught sapsucking by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


MALE 


black tail with white 
bars on central feathers ’ 
JUVENILE 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in deciduous 
and mixed forests. Accidental to rare in West during migration on 

; ed on nape. 
and winter. ¢ only in the West. 


RED-NAPED SAPSUCKER 


¢ FEEDERS In winter, mixture of suet and sugar. Will eat 
sweets, like jelly or doughnuts. Drinks sugar water from 


hummingbird feeders. 
Flight Pattern ® CONSERVATION People 
ae TN. 
Ohi a ee 


dislike the drill wells created in 
their shade and fruit trees; 
fearing the tree will be injured 


or diseased, they often kill 


\lternates several rapid shallow wing : 
beats with short glides, producing sapsuckers, although the birds 


undulating flight as the bird progresses. are protected by law. 


Nest Identification 


Usually no materials except bark chips ¢ in dead or live tree (prefers live tree); 
6-60 feet above ground ® built by both sexes in 7-10 days ¢ 1.25 x 1.6-inch 


Pm loeaon fe entrance hole; 5 x 14-inch gourd-shaped cavity @ 4-7 white eggs; oval to 
J i th elliptical, 0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ee @, Migration Mieratory Weight 1.8 ounces 


DATE TIME a —— LOCATION 
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Specles: Picgides pubescens | “©M8t 675-7 inches | Wingspan 1 1_12 inches 


ri 
~ y 


\ 


DOWNY WOODPECKER 


‘The smallest woodpecker in North America is 
found across most of the continent, ranging 
from coast to coast and from the northern 

tree line south to the Gulf and the deserts 

and dry grasslands just north of the 

Mexican border. The combination 7¢¢ occipital 


di yy 


white face 


short stubby black till 
shorter than depth of head 


of small size, white back, and patch black malar mark 
small stubby bill distinguishes wedee-shaped black 
this common woodpecker. postocular stripe 
‘The female differs from the Gk 

5 : black nape 
male only in that it lacks the OTE 


red occipital patch. In the 
Pacific Northwest these 

birds show pale brownish 

gray underparts and back. 

¢ SONG Downslurred soft 
high-pitched whinny. Call is 
flat pzk or pick and not as high- 


white back 


pitched as that given by the Rack eines 
Hairy Woodpecker. with white white underparts 


e BEHAVIOR Both sexes drum spotting 


on dead limbs or tree trunks with 

good resonating qualities or on utility 

poles, buildings, or other man-made 

objects to advertise their presence and 
proclaim territorial rights. Eats primarily 
insects and their larvae and eggs, but also 

takes seeds, nuts, berries (including those of 
poison ivy), spiders, and snails. ‘The agility that 
comes with its small size allows it to feed on 
smaller branches and farther out on their tips than 
other woodpeckers. Roosts in cavities at night. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days by both sexes (male at night). 
Young stay in nest 20-25 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per 
year, possibly 2 in the South. 


¢ POPULATION Widespread and common. Species can be found 
almost anywhere there are trees. 


of black tail are white 
with dark spots or bars 


Hatry WOODPECKER 
Larger; longer bill; 
white outer feathers of 
black tail lack spots or 
bars; call is peek. 


Flight Pattern e FEEDERS AND 
BIRDHOUSES Will come to 
feeders for suet, peanut butter, 
sunflower seeds, and bread. Will 


Bie sat nest in bird box designed for it. 
Undulating flight with rapid wing beats 

alternating with pauses on folded wings, 

which produces bouncing flight. 


u abs ie 
By aaah ade? PPro ph oe j 
= Nest Identification hh : ; NE nt eves 1s sheet 
ee co ar RPT e Excavated in dead tree trunk or branch; pair usually leaves chips in bottom 
e usually 12-30 feet above ground, sometimes 5—60 feet ¢ built by both 


Shape By By Location “fp ia ay ii sexes @ 3-7 white eggs, 0.8 inch in diameter. 


Plumage Sexes similar | bitat ee oe &, Migration Nionmigratory | “e'€" 1.0 ounce 


TIME LOCATION 


DATE 
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Family PicIDAE Species Pirgides villosus Length g 510.5 inches | WinésPan 15_17.5 inches 


HAIRY WOODPECKER 


‘The Hairy Woodpecker and the 


Northern Flicker are the two most long black bill 
widely distributed woodpeckers in is nearly as long 


North America. This woodpecker as head is deep 


is found almost anywhere forests 
exist. Similar in appearance to the 
smaller Downy Woodpecker, it is 
noisier but less confiding in humans 
and does not often allow a close 
approach before it flies away. 
Learning its high-pitched peek 

call note will make this shy 
bird easier to locate. Look 
for a white back when 

bird is in flight. ‘Vhe 

only difference between 
male and female birds is that 

the female lacks the red occipital 
patch. Birds in the Pacific Northwest 
show pale brownish gray underparts. 


red occipital 
patch 


black nape 


white face with 
black malar mark 
and wedge-shaped 
postocular stripe 


white 


underparts black shoulders 


black wings with 
white spotting/barring 
e SONG Loud downslurred whinny 
reminiscent of Belted Kingfisher’s 
rattle. Call is bold, grating, sharp pees. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Roosts in cavities at 
night. Feeds primarily on wood- 
boring insects and their larvae, other 
insects, nuts, seeds, and from the 
drill wells of sapsuckers. Both 

sexes drum to advertise presence — /ack fail with 


and maintain territory. 3 entirely white 
: OULeETINOST feathers 


DOWNY WOODPECKER | 
Smaller; shorter, stubby 

bill (length much less 

than depth of head); 


white outer tailfeathers 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. on each side muiuh datls Spots bale: 
Some individuals known to THREE-TOED 
remain with same mate for at least 4 years. Ns feel fe 

¢ NESTING Incubation 11-15 days by both sexes (male at barring on back; dark 
night). Altricial young remain in nest 28-30 days. Fed by both bamed/sides *-xnale has 


yellow crown. 


sexes. | brood per year unless nest is robbed or disturbed. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common, but sometimes local, over most of 
range. Sometimes more 
common in northern hardwood 
and boreal forests; rare in the 
Deep South and in Florida. 

¢ FEEDERS Sometimes comes 
Undulating flight with rapid wing beats for sunflower seeds, nuts, fruits, 
alternating with pauses on folded w ings, peanut butter, and suet. 


which produces bouncing flight. 


Nest Identification — 


4—60 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes © 3-6 white eggs, 1 inch in 
oa 2 SS 


Shape By Location na & bs diameter. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat @@ 999 Migration \fost do not migrate | “e'8Mt 2.5 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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| Length 12.75-14 inches | “!€sPan 19_71 inches 


AAV Or a Uh LULU 
SPeCleS Co/aptes auratus 


Family PiCIDAE 


NORTHERN FLICKER 


‘This large woodpecker is often found in open 
spaces where it spends considerable time on 
the ground foraging for ants. Two distinct 
geographical groups, which were gray nape 
considered separate species until the 
early 1980s, occur: in the East and brown back cee 
eee : : upperwings with 
Northwest, Yellow-shatted Flicker has — pyack barring 
yellow underwings and undertail, and a 
black mustache; and, in the West, Red- 
shafted Flicker has bright salmon-red 
to red-orange underwings and 
undertail, and a red mustache. 
Although the two forms have 


red crescent on gray crown 
back of crown and forehead 


tan face 


black 


mustache 


Y ELLOW-SHAFTED 


similar bodies, the Red-shafted 
form shows a different pattern MALE 
on its head with colors that 

buff-white 


underparts with 
heavy black 
Spotting 


are basically reversed from 
those of the Yellow-shafted 
form: a gray face and 
brown forehead, crown, 
and nape with no red 
crescent. Females are 


similar to males, lacking 
only the mustache. All birds have brown backs and wings with dark 


barring, a black crescent bib, buff to grayish underparts with heavy 


RED-SHAFTED 


spotting, and a white rump patch. 
¢ SONG In breeding season, long bold repeated wick-er, wick-er, MALE 
wick-er notes. Year-round, makes single loud #/ee-yer or clearrrr. | Similar Freon PINT 
: : Awnvirrag te el AMADOR AN Ela 50) (i 
¢ BEHAVIOR Most terrestrial North American woodpecker. An HI REURAUL ARN 
analysis of the contents of a single flicker stomach revealed y~ — GILDED FLICKER 
3 000 Sor ; shin displ ; eu aa ented As Limited range but 
5,000 ants. Spring courtship displays are noisy and anit : ierlaeeauith Red: 
pair bonds are established and rivals are driven away. ys shafted form; like a 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. smaller mere washed 
; : 0 out Red-shafted 

¢ NESTING Incubation 11-16 days by both sexes. Altricial Flicker; yellow wash 
young stay in nest 4 weeks, fed by both sexes. Usually 1 brood under wings and tail 

: ¢ only in the West. 


per year, sometimes 2 in the South. 


¢ POPULATION Yellow-shafted form common. Red-shafted form is 
fairly common to common. Both 


thought to be declining. 

¢ BIRDHOUSES Nests in 
houses and boxes. 

¢ CONSERVATION Declining. 
Introduced European Starlings 


Several rapid wing beats followed by a Ps e 
pause with wings folded at sides produces successfully compete for nest 
up-and-down flight pattern. 


sites. 


ep renGt StU nue ape Pati mite ee ar : = 
NTs all Nest Identification Hl | In snag, poles, posts, buildings, nest boxes, and banks (sometimes driving out 
Soe ee — the kingfisher or Bank Swallow tenants) ¢ 6-20 feet above ground, sometimes 


ee 
tie 


' wa | higher ¢ built by both sexes ¢ sometimes uses same nest hole for second season 
Location b : ; 
‘e IB | ¢ 3-12 white eggs; oval to short-oval; 1.1 x 0.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat ¢,¢@ 2 @ Migration Most do not migrate | Welé%t 4.8 ounces 


LOCATION 


DATE TIME 
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Family PICIDAE 


PILEATED WOODPECKER 


‘These crow-sized woodpeckers drum on 
trees to claim territory and attract a mate; 
the loud heavy sound is as if the tree 1s 
being hit with a wooden mallet. Each 
member of a mated pair excavates several 
roosting cavities and may retire for the 
evening in one of them. ‘The male 

roosts in the current nesting cavity 
before the eggs are laid and afterward 
incubates them there at night. In 

flight both sexes show a large white 


patch at the base of the primaries as solid black 


well as white underwing linings. back 


e SONG Location call to mate is a 
deliberate loud cuck, cuck, cuck. Both 
sexes have a call of ywcka, yucka, yucka, 
similar to a flicker, that changes in 
pitch, loudness, and in its cadence. 

@ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
Loud and often conspicuous. Bores 
deep into trees and peels off large 


red crest extending 


/ es large 


black bill 


from forehead to 
nape 


2 white chin 


scarlet mustache 


\ 


Species Dryocopus pileatus | “©8 16,5-19.5 inches | Wi"€sPan 27_30 inches 


, @ 


i 


© white line from 
base of bill crosses 
face to back of 
neck and extends 
down neck to side 


strips of bark for food. Also digs on black 5 
ground and on fallen logs. Eats forehead Similar Birds 


ants, beetles, and a variety of other 
insects, especially tree-boring 
ones, acorns, beechnuts, seeds of 
tree cones, nuts, and various fruits. 
e BREEDING Monogamous. 

e NESTING Incubation 

15-18 days by both sexes, mostly 
male. Young altricial; brooded by 
female; stay in nest 26-28 days, 

fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common to fairly 
common in the Southeast; 
uncommon and local elsewhere. 


¢ FEEDERS Mixture of melted suet, pecans, and walnut meats. 

e CONSERVATION Vulnerable 
to habitat loss and forest 
fragmentation. Sharp decline in 
early 20th century, but has 
adapted to habitat changes. 
Competes for excavated nesting 
cavities with European 


Flight Pattern 


-| <¥ 
Sosa 


av. 


Strong powerful wing beats when traveling 
distances; alternates rapid wing strokes 
with brief periods of wings folded to sides 
on short flights beneath the canopy. 


Nest Identification 


Starlings. 


black 


mustache 


FEMALE 


eh 


IVORY- BILLED 
WOODPECKER 

Probably extinct 

¢ larger; 2 white stripes 
on back extending from 
sides of neck; white 
secondaries make white 
patch on back when 
wings fold; black chin; 
ivory-white bill; in 
flight, shows white 
secondaries and tips of 
inner primaries; white 
lining onedge of 
underwing ® female has 
black crest. 


Few wood chips ¢ dead or live tree in shaded area, 15-85 feet above ground 
¢ excavated by both sexes; female sometimes does more ¢ 3-8 white eggs; 
oval to elliptical, 1.3 x 1.0 inches. 


Shape By 


Location gy. ee na 
Plumage Sexes differ Migration Nonmigratory | “elé" 10.9 ounces 


DATE 


TIME LOCATION 
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Family TyRANNIDAE SPECIES Contopus cooperi Length 7.5 inches Wingspan 13 inches 


OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHER Zot 


| 

‘This is a stout large-headed flycatcher with il 
dark olive sides and flanks and distinctive LN 
white rump side tufts, which are often LS Le 
concealed or obscured by the folded 
wings. The Olive-sided Flycatcher is 
often observed perched high on an proportionally 
exposed dead limb in a tree or on SUOTE neck 
lookout in the tops of dead or 
living trees. Populations are on 
the decline in many regions, 
believed to be the result of 
disappearing winter habitats. 
Migration begins in late 
spring and early fall; these 
birds spend the winter as 
far away as Central and lero 
South America. body 
¢ SONG Call sounds like 
Quick three beers with second ite 
note higher. Other calls andijeet 
include a trebled pp. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. 
Reclusive. Often perched on 
high exposed branches. Hawks 
a wide variety of flying insects in 
midair, often taking larger insects 
the size of, and including, 
honeybees, beetles, and cicadas. 
Characteristic tendency 1s to 
vigorously defend nesting areas 
against predators and humans. 
Frequents open montane and boreal 
coniferous forests, burns, bogs, swamps, and areas around 
mountain lakes; uses dead trees for hunting perches. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 
e NESTING Incubation 14-17 days by female. Young altricial; 
fed by both sexes; first flight at 21-23 days. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly 

ee ie ee ie common; casual in winter in 

coastal mountains of southern 


California. Declining; one factor 
oe may be deforestation and loss of 
habitat on wintering grounds. 


Swift flight on rapidly beating wings. = hea ee 
seeder ¢ CONSERVATION 


Sallies from perch to take flying insects ; 
with audible snap of bill; returns to perch. Neotropical migrant. 


Nest Identification Lined with lichen, grass, roots, twigs, weeds, and pine needles ¢ in 


conifer, usually on horizontal branch, 5—70 feet above ground ¢ built by 


large mostly black 
Lill with center and 
base of lower mandible 
a dull orange 
brownish olive . 


upperparts 


dull white throat, 
center breast strip, belly, 
and undertail coverts 


brownish olive sides of 
breast, streaked sides, 


and flanks 


Similar Birds 


GREATER PEWEE 
Longer tail; tufted crest; 
more uniform gray 
plumage overall; white 
chin and throat; dark 
upper mandible and 
bright orange lower 
mandible; lacks rump 
tufts; voice differs 

® casual in winter in 
Arizona and California. 


EASTERN 
Woob-PEWEE 
Smaller, sparrow-sized 


proportionally 
short tail 


body; pale whitish to 


olive-gray underparts; 
lacks rump tufts; 

2 narrow white wing 
bars; voice differs. 


female ¢ 3-4 white to pinkish buff eggs with brown and gray spots 
concentrated at larger end; oval to short oval, 0.9 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat a ope Migration Migratory Weight Undetermined 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape wy Location a> 
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Family ‘T'yRANNIDAE SPecles Con topus virens Length 6 25 inches 


EASTERN WoobD-PEWEE 


Although this bird is very difficult 

to distinguish visually from its 

western counterpart, the Western 
Wood-Pewee, their ranges barely 

overlap and their voices differ. 

Like most flycatchers, it tends 

to perch on an open lookout dark grayish 
among thick trees or shrubs, olive upperparts 
sailing into the open only to 

feed. It is often first detected 

by its voice, because it often 

calls its distinctive pee-a-wee 

while perched, awaiting its 

next chance at a flying 

insect. Juveniles are similar 

to adults but both upper 

and lower mandibles 

showing dark coloration. 

¢ SONG During the day whistles 
distinctive, slow plaintive pee-a- 
wee, with second note lower; on 
second or third repeat, often 
followed by pee-yeer, second note 
lower. At dusk and early dawn, 
sings ah-de-dece. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Perches on 
open and/or dead branches in trees 
to spot prey; flies out to catch 
food. Eats a wide variety of flying 
insects, including beetles, flies, 
moths, wasps, and bees. ‘lakes 
some spiders and a few berries. Like other flycatchers, it often 
defends its territory even from larger birds by flying at them and 
pecking at their backs. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Young altricial; 
stay in nest 14-18 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly 
Flight Pattern 


common and widespread. 


Casual in the West in migration. 
Rather slow fluttering direct flight on 


¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Infrequent host to 

shallowly beating wings. Sallies forth to possible loss of South American 

catch insects in midair, returning to perch. wintering habitat. 


cowbird’s eggs. Decline due to 
Nest Identification 


Shape qy Location & ay. 
is 


Wingspan 1() 5 inches 


dark upper 


mandible 


yellow-orange 
lower mandible 


whitish throat, center 
breast, and belly 


2 thin whitish 
wing bars 


——————e pale dusky olive 


sides and flanks 


pale underparts 
washed yellowish 


black feet 
and legs 


WESTERN 
Woob-PEWEE 

Ranges barely overlap; 
very similar in size and 
appearance; duskier and 
darker overall; darker 
lower mandible; voice is 
different. 


EASTERN PHOEBE 
Slightly larger; paler 
‘& whitish to yellow 
underparts; lacks wing 
bars; both mandibles 
dark; pumps tail up and 
down while perched, 
especially upon landing; 
voice differs. 


Grass, plant fibers, and spider web, covered with thick layer of lichens ¢ fork of 
tree or saddled on horizontal branch, 15—50 feet above ground ® built by female 


e 2-4 whitish eggs, with brown blotches and purple, often wreathed at large end; 
oval to short ovate, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Habitat .e &, 


DATE TIME_ LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes similar Migration Mipratory Weight (5 ounce 
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Family TyRANNIDAE Species Fmpidonax flaviventris | “8th 5.5 inches Wingspan g 5 inches 


YELLOW-BELLIED FLYCATCHER 


Once you spot this small bird, its 
yellowish underparts from chin 
to undertail coverts make it easy 
to identify because it 1s the only 
eastern Empidonax with a 
yellow throat. Voice and habitat 
also are key to clinching the 
identification. It usually stays 
hidden low in trees, shrubs, or 
thickets, but making various 
squeaking or kissing sounds 
on the back of your hand may 
lure it from its hiding place. 
‘This flycatcher is credited 
with eating more ants than 
any other empid. 

e SONG Often silent in 
migration. Slurred and 
explosive pse-ek! Also 

makes a per-WEE, 
reminiscent of a 
pewee’s short song, 
and a shrill caw. 
¢ BEHAVIOR 
Secretive and 
quiet. Stays low 
in thickets near 
the ground and 
inside foliage in 
wet swampy woods. 

Eats a variety of insects, including beetles, moths, tent 
caterpillars, flies, ants, and some spiders. May subsist on 
mountain ash during severe weather. As it gives its single strong 
note it flutters its wings and jerks its head and tail as if the vocal 
effort was so strenuous as to cause the shudder. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

e NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Altricial young 
fed by both sexes. First flight at 
13-14 days. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common to 
fairly common. Stable. 


® CONSERVATION 


ee Neotropical migrant. 
Weak fluttering flight with shallow rapid O -s il nce 
wing beats. Sallies from perch to hawk ccasionally parasitized ay. 
insects and returns to same or nearby perch. Brown-headed Cowbird. 


Nest Identification 


Shape SP LOCatiONn mms 4 ARS, 


large head 


broad yellow 


pee 
eye ring pale orange 


lower mandible 


olive yellow throat 
upperparts 

olive wash 
on breast 


2 whitish 
wing bars 


yellow underparts 


CORDILLERAN 
FLYCATCHER 
‘Teardrop-shaped eye 
ring; less contrasting 
wings and wing bars; 
darker brown 
upperparts; 
proportionally longer 
tail; different voice. 


short tail 


ACADIAN FLYCATCHER 
Whitish gray throat; 
buff to white wash on 


wing bars; larger bill is 
yellowish below; yellow 
wash on belly and 
undertail coverts; 
proportionally longer 
tail; different voice. 


Flight Pattern 


‘Twigs, rootlets, weeds, and moss ¢ lined with thin rootlets, grass, and fresh 
leaves © atop hillock of moss or on upturned stumps among roots of fallen trees, 


0-2 feet above ground ® built by female ¢ 3—5 white eggs with light brown dots 
that become heavier near larger end; oval to short oval, 0.7 by 0.5 inches. 


Habitat ee@ @ 69.9 am Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes similar Weight (4 ounce 
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Length 5.75 inches | #2802.8°75 inches 


pale yellow eye ring 


Family TyRANNIDAE Species Bn pidonax virescens 


ACADIAN FLYCATCHER 


Its scientific genus name, which means 
“mosquito king,” widely misses the mark 1n 
describing this bird’s feeding habits, but it 

is an apt description of the small size 

of a flycatcher that lords overarealm _— o/ive 

of small insects. It is the only LEEDS 
Empidonax flycatcher to breed __, Puy or 
in the deep southern states of — aypizich 


long broad- 


North America, where it rules — wing bars based bill with 
: ; : yellow lower 
in heavily wooded deciduous OE 


bottomlands, swamps, and 
riparian thickets, and in the 
wooded ravines of drier 
uplands. Like other empids it 
is best Known by its voice. 

e SONG Soft call of peace or 
peeet. Its explosive PIZ-zza!! 
sounds like a bird sneezing. 
On territory, males utter a 
mechanical #, 7, 7, 7 as they 
move from one perch to the 


pale grayish throat 


Ne white lower breast 


next beneath the canopy. yellowish Similar Birds 
eB : : / undertail coverts 

EHAVIOR Solitary. and belly y.; LEAST FLYCATCHER 
Easily overlooked except % Smaller bill; more 
for its occasional long primary f brownish olive 


projection upperparts; grayish 


vocalizations. Perches in 

shade on lower to mid- 

level branches tn thick 

trees to search for food, 

then dashes out to snatch 

insect. Eats wide variety of flying insects. Frequents wet areas 

in open woodlands where it aggressively drives away larger birds 

and other intruders from the breeding territory. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

e NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by female. Young altricial; 

fed by both sexes, but more by female. First flight at 

13-15 days; male may feed fledglings while female starts second 
clutch. 2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common; 
range expanding in Northeast. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 


Weak fluttering flight with shallow wing 
beats on rapidly beating wings. Sallies out 
from perch and takes insects in flight, 
then returns to same or nearby perch. 


Nest Identification 


Shape «ay Location ge dy 


white underparts; bright 
white wingbars and eye 
ring; shorter primary 
projection ® voice and 
breeding habitat differ. 
WILLOW FLYCATCHER 


ALDER FLYCATCHER 
Less distinct eye ring, 


less contrasting wings 
with dull wingbars; and 
more brown upperparts 
¢ voice and breeding 
habitat differ. 


Frequently nest parasitized by 
Brown-headed Cowbird. 


Sticks, grass, dried stems, and bits of bark and cobweb; lined with grass, hair, 
and plant down ¢ sloppy/messy-looking with long streamers of grasses hanging 


beneath cup ® in fork of horizontal limb well out from trunk ¢ 3-25 feet up 


¢ built by female ¢ 2-4 creamy white eggs, with sparse brown spots; oval to short 


oval; 0.7 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | "ebital ¢¢ g. Migration Migratory Weight ().5 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


BIRDS OF ‘THE MID-ATLANTIC e 229 


Family TyRANNIDAE Species f'n pidonax alnorum | ©"8t 5.75 inches Wingspan 8_9 inches 


ALDER FLYCATCHER 


Perhaps the most green-brown of 
the eastern empids, this bird was 
formerly known as ‘Traill’s 
Flycatcher, from which both it 
and the Willow Flycatcher 

were split into separate species 

in the 1970s. ‘This shy bird is 
easily overlooked; during 

nesting season it stays hidden 
within the thick trees and 
shrubs of its alder swamp 
and wet meadow-thicket 
habitat. Occasionally it can 
be spotted dashing out of 
hiding to catch passing 
insects or perching 
conspicuously on an 
exposed branch to sing. 

e SONG Raspy /ee-bee-0 

or way-bee-o on breeding 
grounds. Also has call of 
bold pep. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Male sings 
repeatedly for first 2 weeks 
after returning to territory 

in late spring, but after he 
bonds with female is largely 
silent. Stays low in thick 
vegetation, often hunting 
inside umbrella of thicket 
canopy. Perches in shrubs to 
spot prey, then catches it in 
flight. Eats wide variety of flying insects; gleans some from 
vegetation, including spiders and millipedes. Also feeds on 
some types of small berries. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 


white eye ring 


brownish olive 


upperparts 


2 white bars 
on wings 


darker 
wings 


whitish 
undertail 
coverts 


darker 
tail 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Altricial young. Fed 


by both sexes. First flight at 
13-14 days. 1 brood per year. 


iN Flight Pattern 


considered stable. 


°¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Occasionally nest parasitized 
by Brown-headed Cowbird. 


Weak fluttering direct flight with shallow 
wing beats. Sallies to hawk flying insects, 
often returning to same or nearby perch. 


brownish 
olive head 


© POPULATION Common and 


blackish bill 
with pinkish 
orange lower 
mandible 


whitish throat 


dusky wash 
on chest 


pale yellow 
wash on sides 


and flanks 


whitish belly 


blackish legs and feet 


Similar Birds 


WILLOW FLYCATCHER 
Different call; more 
brown overall; less- 
prominent wing bars 
and eye ring; wit call 
note ¢ different 
breeding habitat. 


ACADIAN FLYCATCHER 
Greener upperparts; 

longer tail; yellowish 

eye ring; yellow wash 
on belly and undertail 
coverts; different voice 
and habitat. 


DATE 


Nest Identification | Grass, weeds, bark strips, small twigs, and rootlets ¢ lined with plant down or 
- - other soft materials ¢ in horizontal or upright fork of shrub or low tree 1-4 feet 
(sometimes as high as 30 feet) above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 3-4 white eggs 


dotted with brown on larger end; oval, 0.7 x 0.55 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | “abitat @, a Migration Migratory vee” 0.5 ounce 


LOCATION 


Location Jay ge by 


Shape wy 


TIME 
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Family "TyRANNIDAE Species km pidonax traillii_ | ‘®°8 5.75 inches Wingspan 39 inches 


WILLOW FLYCATCHER = 


This bird can be distinguished from other = 
Empidonax flycatchers by its voice and breeding 
: ; brownish to brownish — 


habitat preference, plus it is perhaps the most green head 
brown of the eastern Empidonax and lacks a 

prominent eye ring. Much variation occurs 1n brownish green 

overall color: northwestern races have dark upperparts 


; thin pale 
heads, while southwestern races are very eye ring 
pale. The compact, intricate nests of 
these birds often have streamers 
hanging underneath. Formerly this 


species was lumped together 


with the Alder Flycatcher as dark wings with 
the ‘Traill’s Flycatcher. buff to yellow 


DEI hiadkish bill oh 
yellowish pink 
lower mandible 


e SONG Often silent in 
migration. Utters harsh, 
burry /fitz-bew or fritz-be-yew, 
resembling a sneeze with 
accent on first syllable. os Aas ie 
Call a loud, thick w/zt! orig ie 
¢ BEHAVIOR Inhabits secondaries 
swamps and willow thickets 
along streams. Often perches 

low below crown of vegetation; 
when singing uses exposed 
perch. Males chase females in 
courtship flights similar to those 
of other empids. Perches to spot 
prey, then catches it in flight. 
Eats wide variety of flying insects 
and those gleaned from foliage; 


@ whitish center of belly 
and undertail coverts 


dusky flanks ag 
and sides tinged legs and feet 
with yellow ; ; 


dark tail e— 


also takes spiders and some berries. ALDER FLYCATCHER 
® BREEDING Monogamous. Snore Hoss 
ram ; i SS prominent eye ring; 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-15 days by female. Altricial young. Gore Clive eaeo elTe 


Fed by both sexes. First flight at 12-14 days. 1 brood per year. brown back; bolder buff 
wing bars @ different 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common and expanding southern range Sees tas 
) é é voice and habitat. 


in the East; uncommon to rare in parts of the West; declining on 
West Coast. Decline due to loss of streamside habitat. 


¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical migrant. Nests parasitized by 


Brown-headed Cowbird. 
Flight Pattern Populations increase with 
H 


reduced cattle grazing in 
Weak fluttering flight with shallow 


breeding habitats and cessation 
of killing and removing 
streamside willow thickets. 


rapid wing beats. Sallies from perch to 
hawk flying insects, returning to perch. 


Nest Identification Bark, grass, rootlets, and bits of plants ¢ lined with plant down and other soft 


vegetation ® in fork of deciduous tree or shrub 2-15 feet above ground ¢ built by 


female ¢ 2-4 pale buff to whitish eggs with brown spots that become thicker on 


Shape @ Location & co ee 
54 the larger end; oval to short oval, 0.7 x 0.55 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar Migration Migratory Weight ().5 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family TyRANNIDAE Species Finpidonax minimus | P80 5.25 inches Wingspan 7 5_8 5 inches 


LEAST FLYCATCHER 


A common summer 
breeding resident in GAGTE 
North America and the triangular 
smallest of the eastern bill 
empids, the Least 


large head 


white eye ring 


Flycatcher is perhaps 

the most often- pale lower 

encountered small mandible with 

flycatcher in the East. dusky tip 

During breeding 

season the male makes /@#-green 
: aise to brown 

a noisy territorial upperparts 

display, calling chee- 

BECK more than wie 

sixty times per minute wing bars 

while chasing other 

flycatchers in its 

territory. Note its 

small size, small bill, 

brown to olive wash hare 

on the upperparts, and primary 

conspicuous eye ring and = P/a/ection 

wing bars. 

¢ SONG Sings raspy 

repetitive chee-BECK. Call 1s 

piercing whitt-whitt-whitt. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Active, often 

changing perches. Flicks tail and 

wings a lot; jerks tail strongly upward. 

Chases female in courtship; chases ecologically similar 

American Redstart out of nesting territory. Perches to spot prey, 

then catches it in the air while flying. Also gleans insects from 

branches and foliage. Eats wide variety of insects, some spiders, 

and a few berries and seeds. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Sometimes in loose colonies. 


e NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by female. Altricial young 
stay in nest 12-17 days. Fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common and 
Flight Pattern 


@ pale 
yellow belly 


pale yellow 


undertail coverts 


widespread but declining in 
parts of range. 

© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon host to cowbird. 
Declining population noted by 
National Audubon Society. 


Weak fluttering direct flight with shallow 
wing beats. Sallies to take insects in flight 
and returns to same or nearby perch. 


whitish throat 


gray wash on breast 


WILLOW, ALDER, 
AND ACADIAN 
FLYCATCHERS 
Larger; larger bills; 
greener upperparts; 
longer primary 
extensions; different 
voices @ Willow 
Flycatcher has less 


prominent eye ring but 


similar wh7r call note. 


Dusky FLYCATCHER 
Slightly longer, 
narrower bill; longer 
tail; grayer throat; less 
contrast in wings; more 
narrow eye ring; 
different song. 


HAMMOND’S 
FLYCATCHER 

Small narrow bill; part 
of lower mandible ts 
orangish; gray throat; 
darker olive-gray breast; 
more distinct teardrop- 
shaped eye ring; long 
primary projection; 
different voice. 


Nest Identification Pg oD x 
Grass, bark strips, twigs, lichens, and plant fibers; bound by spider or 


caterpillar webs ¢ in fork of tree or shrub 2-60 feet above ground ¢ built by 


Shape 9 Location & ee dy female ¢ 3-6 creamy white eggs; ovate, 0.6 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Ha°itet ee @ Migration Ni ioratory Weight (9.4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


232 © BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC 


Family "Ty RANNIDAE Species Gyyornis phoebe Length 7 inches Wingspan 11.5 inches 
y 


EASTERN PHOEBE Pel 


An early migration makes the Eastern Phoebe 
a common harbinger of spring north of the 
Mason-Dixon Line. It is easily identified by 
its wagging tail and distinctive, harsh fee-de 
calls. The subject of the first bird-banding 
experiment in North America, by John James 
Audubon in 1840, the Eastern Phoebe has brownish 
provided researchers with much information 8&4 
about longevity, site fidelity, dispersal, and ake 
migratory movements. Phoebes are hardy 
birds that often winter near water as far 
north as the Ohio River. ‘This is the only 
species of flycatcher to winter in the 
eastern United States. In the bird’s 
nesting range it seems almost every 
concrete bridge and culvert over dark @ 
small to medium streams has a brownish 
; WINGS 
phoebe nest beneath it. ; 
e SONG Sharp cp is one of most 
common calls. Also issues brusque pointed 
FEE-be accented on first syllable. Song often 
repeated, especially when male establishes 
territory and attempts to attract mate; may repeat | 
many times per minute from high, exposed perch. Bh 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Often bobs tail vil pee Se er 
5 s ; : wt lark brownish tail 
when perched, especially after landing with the tail q 
swept downward, then raised upward, and 
sometimes pushed sideways in an arc. While sitting 
atop tree branches and other perches, watches for 


dark brownish 
gray head 


black bill 


hint of olive on 
sides and breast 


re white underparts 
(washed with yellow 
in fall) 
black feet 
and legs 


insects and sallies to catch them in midair. Also catches Similar Birds 

food in foliage and on ground. In addition to insects, Bue EN OSD DAWES 
also eats small fish, berries, and fruit. Darker underparts; 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. ep yollowsislowers 

¢ NESTING Incubation about 16 days by female. Altricial ps / pene Tone 
young stay in nest 15-16 days. Fed by both sexes. 2 broods per pump tail; different 
year, sometimes 3 in the South. eee 


¢ POPULATION Common and increasing. 


¢ BIRDHOUSES Accepts 
nesting ledges glued to vertical 
walls under concrete bridges. 

© CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Parasitized by 
cowbirds. Buildings, dams, 
bridges, and culverts have 
provided more nesting areas. 


Flight Pattern 


Weak buoyant fluttering flight with 
shallow wing beats. Hawks insects by 
flying from perch and taking insect in 
flight with audible pop of the mandibles. 


Nest Identification 


Shape @ Location a Eg = 


Mud pellets covered with moss ¢ lined with grass, weeds, leaves, hair, and 
feathers ¢ often built on top of remains of old nest ¢ attached to a vertical wall 
or on a shelf or beam ¢ built by female ¢ 2-8 white eggs with occasional reddish 
brown spots; oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ae te Migration Most migrate | We'8Mt 0.7 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family TyRANNIDAE Species’ Wyjarchus crinitus | L€P8th 85 inches Wingspan 4 2_14 inches 


——— 


GREAT CRESTED FLYCATCHER 

‘This big eastern flycatcher with a rusty tail and shaggy 

crest stays hidden in tall trees, but its coarse song 

is heard throughout the forest. Although 

similar in size to the Eastern Kingbird, 

the Great Crested Flycatcher prefers 

thickly wooded areas. Males defend 

their large territories by battling in heavy black 

the air with other males, clawing bill 

one another and sometimes 

pulling out feathers. Like some 

other members of its genus, it 

often tops off the nest with a 

discarded snakeskin, but in today’s 

throwaway society it more readily 

finds cellophane and plastic. 

Upperparts are olive-green, and the 

bird shows two white wing bars. 

¢ SONG Bold melodic whistle of primaries show e— 

wheeep! and rolling prrrrrrrrrreceet. : ‘ oe : os - 
Wheeep notes often given in rapid : ; 

succession in series of 3 or more. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. rufous inner 

Often ranges high in the canopy, webs on tail 
opt : ; feathers 

sitting on exposed limbs in the 

crown of a tall tree or on top of a 

dead snag. Catches prey higher above 

ground than most flycatchers. Sallies 

from perch to snatch insects from 

foliage and catch them in midair, often 

returning to same or nearby perch. Eats variety of larger insects, 

including beetles, crickets, katydids, caterpillars, moths, and 

butterflies. Also eats some fruits and berries. Male chases 

female in courtship flight close to possible nesting cavity. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by female. Altricial young 

remain in nest 12-21 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in open wooded lots and on forest 

edge. Rare on California coast 

Flight Pattern | in autumn migration. 

; App = ¢ BIRDHOUSES Sometimes 
uses nest boxes placed on trees 
or buildings 6—50 feet high. 
Fairly swift buoyant direct flight. Hawks ¢ CONSERVATION 


insects in flight, returning to perch. Hovers | Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
over foliage or ground then dips for food. to habitat loss. 


darker gray 
Crown 


gray throat and 
upper breast 


lemon-yellow 
belly and undertail 
COVETTS 


underparts with whitish 
throat and pale gray 
breast; pale yellow belly 
and crissum; brown- 
tipped outer tail 
feathers; different voice. 


BROWN-CRESTED 
FLYCATCHER 
Bigger heavier bill; paler 
gray throat and breast; 
paler yellow belly; 
different voice. 


Ca Toman ILS Lies STR UM TT TT ; F , : ; 
TONG be a Filled and lined with grass, weeds, bark strips, rootlets, feathers, fur, snakeskin, 
Nest Identification ner a 2 be ase 
{ests Ltn ds sr naa ge ie Heil onion skin, cellophane, and clear plastic @ in cavity, abandoned holes of other 
birds, or bird boxes ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 4-8 creamy white to pale buff eggs 


Shape By Location & hg marked with brown, olive, and lavender; ovate to short ovate, sometimes 
elliptical ovate or elongate ovate, 0.9 x 0.67 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat e.g 9p @, Migration Migratory Weight 1.2 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family TyRANNIDAE Species Tyrannus ryrannus | ‘©8185 inches Wingspan 1415 inches 


EASTERN KINGBIRD eee 


[rue to its name, this kingbird is the only one 4. 
nesting in the East north of southern Florida. It has 


an extensive breeding range that covers most of ‘ 7 

d s : & falls o : = = black cap, ‘ a : 

North America: from the Atlantic Coast north forehead, and 

, vera A anal ; : 7k sides of face 
almost to the treeline in the southern Yukon. Its if I Aiea 


Latin name means “king of the tyrants,” and 

when defending its nest this aggressive bird 

sometimes will land on the backs of hawks, HeLa Oo 
crows, and vultures, pecking and pulling back and rump 
their feathers. In winter flocks fly to South 
America and survive on a diet of mostly 
berries. ‘his species is fashionably decked 
with blackish upperparts, white underparts, 
and a distinctive white terminal tail band. A 
red stripe on its crown, usually concealed, 

is seen only when the bird 1s displaying. 

e SONG Utters grating buzzing high- 
pitched deer note combined with a 
rapid fz, fzeet, fe, rzeet, 1&1, rzeet. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
Gregarious in migration and 
winter. Often sits on exposed, 

low- to mid-level perches and 
high on trees, shrubs, weed 
stalks, fences, utility wires, 
etc. Sits on perch to spot 
prey, hawks insects 1n air, 
and returns to perch to eat 
them. Also hovers to pick food 

off leaves or ground. Eats various insects, fruits, and berries. 
Male performs erratic courtship flights, hovering, circling, and 


‘e white 
throat 


“—_——e grayish 
wash on 
breast 


charcoal-gray 
WINGS 


white underparts 


black feet and legs 


y A black tail with 
ee VY y iy white terminal band 


~— GRAY KINGBIRD 


tumbling with tail spread and crown patch revealed. Jos _ Pale gray upperparts: 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. me | swotteaundenparts, (black 
, A: mask through eyes; 

e¢ NESTING Incubation 16-18 days mostly by female. Altricial forked tail lacks white 


young stay in nest approximately 16-18 days. Fed by both ae band limited 
S range. 
sexes. | brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common, widespread, and conspicuous. Has 
expanded its range and 
LO LO increased its numbers along 


with agricultural expansion. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Common 


cowbird host, but often 
Fluttering suiff-winged direct flight with 
shallow wing beats. Sallies to snatch damages cowbird e ges. 


insects in flight, then returns to perch. 


+e: ; Weed stalks, twigs, and grass ¢ lined with fine grass, sometimes animal hair ¢ far 
Nest Identification Se © ; 
to midway out on horizontal tree branch or shrub; sometimes on post or stump; 


7-60 feet above ground, usually near water ¢ built by female with help from 


Shape @y Location ial oa ip male ¢ 3—5 white to pinkish white eggs with heavy brown, lavender, and gray 
at 


blotches; long and pointed to very round, but most ovate, 0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


PlUmMase Sexes similar | abitate, Je @.¢ Migration Migratory Weight 1.5 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Length 9 inches Wingspan 12.5—13 inches 


Family | ANTIDAE 


LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE 


‘This large-headed bird with whitish 
underparts ts one of two shrike species 
that nest and breed in North America. 
Known as the “Butcher Bird” across 
its range, this adept hunter usually 
perches in the open to watch for 
prey. It has the unusual behavior 
of caching the bodies of its 

prey by suspending them 

impaled on a plant spine or 

the barbed wire of a fence. 

The caches may serve as 

larder for future use, to 

soften the food for easier 
rendering, or to passively 
advertise the presence of 

the territory and its owner. 
Juveniles have brownish 
upperparts and more 


Specles-T yn ins ludovicianus 


slender black 
tail with white 
outer feathers 


their underparts. 

e SONG Variety of 
squeaking notes and low 
warbles, delivered in slow 
deliberate phrases, often repeated, 
gueedle, queedle. Call is a grating shak-shak. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Pairs in breeding 
season. Often sits immobile, hawklike, watching 

for prey for long periods. Flies down to catch prey with bill or 
sharp claws; also catches insects in flight. Eats small rodents, 
birds, reptiles, amphibians, and insects. Pair defends territory in 
breeding season but defend separate territories in winter. 


grayish to 
whitish rump 


large head 


black 
hooked beak 


black mask meets in a 


slender line over beak 


bluish gray upperparts 


black wings 
with white patch 


JUVENILE 


i ae i Siyian Birds i. 


NORTHERN SHRIKE 
Larger; paler head and 
back; narrower mask 
does not meet above 
bill; larger, more deeply 
hooked bill, often pale 
at base of lower 
mandible; barred 
underparts; bobs tail 

e juvenile much 
browner in color. 


NORTHERN 
MOCKINGBIRD 
Longer thinner 
straighter bill; lighter 


wings with larger white 
patches; paler tail with 
more extensive white 
in outer feathers; head 
proportionally smaller. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 16-17 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 17—21 days, fed by both sexes. 


distinct barring on 
2 broods per year (occasionally 3 in the South). 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in habitats with open fields and 
scattered trees. Now rare over 
much of central part of range. 

® CONSERVATION Some are 
neotropical migrants. Declining 
seriously in coastal California, 
the Northeast, and the eastern 
Midwest due to habitat loss and 
insecticide/pesticide use. 


Rapid flight on rapidly beating wings with 
brief periods of wings pulled to sides. 
Often flies low across the ground. 


| ‘Twigs lined with grasses, string, feathers, and hair ¢ in bush or tree, 8-15 feet 


Nest Identification 
above ground (but as high as 50 feet) ¢ built by female or sometimes both sexes 
° 4-7 white to grayish buff eggs, marked with grays, browns, or blacks, often 


concentrated near large end; oval to long oval, 1.0 x 0.74 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat @ @ oe am i | Migration Mioratory Melee 17 ounces 


LOCATION 


Shape wy 


Location & dy Me 


DATE TIME 
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Species 7 ayins excubitor Length 9_1(0 inches Wingspan 13 5 16.5 inches 


NorTH ERN Ss HARIKE white feathering (Ge 


above till 


Perched high in the treetops, this robin-sized bird HEP 
acts as a sentry, often uttering loud warning calls patch 
to other birds as it scans the landscape for prey. 
The larger and more northerly distributed of 
the two shrikes that nest and breed in North 


America, it is aggressive and will attack pale gray ee oe 

Blue Jays or other birds larger than itself, upperparts hat 
: : : : one Oe : , OJfEN @ 

especially in defending its caches. and head pale base to 


Irruptive movements south in the lower mandible 
winter seem to be correlated with the 
availability of prey species, especially 
small mammals. In flight the white 
wing patches, white rump, and white 
outer tail feathers contrast against the 
black wings and tail. ‘he female ts 
similar to the male but duller and 
sometimes more brown. Young birds 
are browner than adults and have 
heavier barring on their underparts. 
¢ SONG Sings a low disjointed 
jerky thrasherlike song of clear 
notes and phrases, some musical, 
interspersed with grating shrieks. 
Call is a shak-shak. Also imitates 
calls of other birds. 
e¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Pairs in 
breeding season. Hunts in 
daytime. Perches in prominent 
lookout to spot prey; catches prey 
with beak, stuns it, and often impales it on sharp thorns or 
branches until ready to eat. Caches food for later use in this 
manner. Feeds on small mammals, mostly rodents, small birds, 
and insects. Aggressive in pursuit of prey. White in tail and 
white wing patches flash in flight. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 15-16 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 20 days, fed by both sexes. First 
flight at about 20 days, but fed 


Wiehe Parern by both sexes for 10 more days 
or longer. 1 brood per year. 


© POPULATION Uncommon in 

taiga (boreal forest) in clearings, 

open areas, and edges. 

Swift undulating flight on shallow rapid e KEEDERS Raw hamburger 

wing beats, often low to the ground. ¢ ‘ 25 
suet. Also hunts feeder visitors. 


Nest Identification 


Shape wy 


Plumage Sexes similar |@bitatee @ ye ut cm | Migration Mioratory Weight 2.3 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


whitish 
underparts with 
faint barring 


FIRST 
WINTER 


_ Similar Birds 


LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE 
Smaller; darker head 
and back; gray to white 
rump; wider mask 
extending above eye 
and across bill; smaller 
and less strongly 
hooked black bill; gray 
underparts with very 
faint or no barring 

¢ juveniles are gray- 
brown and lightly 
barred. 


y 


JUVENILE 


Sticks lined with feathers, hair, and fine materials ® in tree or shrub, 12-20 feet 
above ground ® built by both sexes ¢ 4—9 grayish or greenish white eggs, heavily 
blotched with olive, brown, and lavender; oval to long oval, 1.1 x 0.8 inches. 


Location a>. Me 
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Family W{REONIDAE SPECIES Vireo griseus Length 5 inches Wingspan 8 inches 
— | : 


WHITE-EYED VIREO 


Preferring to hide in the dense foliage of 

brushy thickets, this bird is known for 

uttering an explosive jumble of phonetic Uinchne 
sounds and phrases, typically beginning white iris 
and ending the song with a sharp chick! 

Sometimes it will mimic the songs and grayish olive 
calls of other birds by incorporating upperparts 
their vocalizations into the jumbled 
middle portion of its rather 
unvireo-like song. Its white iris 

can be seen only at close range. 
Juveniles are paler overall 
with gray to brown irises. 
¢ SONG Abrasive chik, 
ticha wheeyo chik. 
Mnemonics for the 
variable song differ 

from region to region, 

but the standard generic 
one 1s guick-with-the-beer- 
check! Individuals vary 
their songs and often omit 
either the introductory or 
the ending cAick. Call is a 
wrenlike mewing note, a 
rasping rattle, and a sharp “ck! 


white underparts 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. May join mixed foraging 
flocks in fall migration. Usually remains hidden close to the 
ground in blackberry thickets, thick brushy tangles, thick forest 
undergrowth, or the forest edge. Perches higher to sing. Often 
sings in winter. Gleans food from stems, branches, and foliage. 
Eats insects, snails, spiders, fruits, berries, and small lizards. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Courting male 
postures before female with whining calls of yp, yzp, yah while 
puffing up his feathers and spreading his tail. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-16 days by both sexes. Altricial 
young stay in nest 10-12 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per 
year, 2 in the South. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common to common. Casual 
vagrant to the West. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Parasitized 
frequently by cowbirds. 


Flight Pattern 


Relatively rapid direct flight on short, 
rounded wings. 


yellow spectacles 


short black bill with 
slightly hooked tip 


2 whitish 
wing bars 


-e pale yellow 
sides and flanks 


gray legs and feet 


BELL'S VIREO 


‘ Smaller; greenish back; 


yellowish underparts; 
grayish face, crown, and 
nape; faint white 
spectacles; 1 bold and 

1 faint white wingbar; 
dark brown eye. 


YELLOW-THROATED 
VIREO 

Yellow chin, throat, and 
breast; gray rump; 
bright yellow 
spectacles; lacks white 
iris; different song. 


‘Twigs, rootlets, bark strips, coarse grass, and leaves; bound with silk @ lined with 
fine grass and fibers ¢ hangs between fork in twigs at the end of a branch of 
shrub or small tree 1-8 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 3—5 white eggs 


Nest Identification 


Shape Location : 
P @ & = spotted with brown and black; oval, 0.74 x 0.55 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat _q & #.% Migration Mi ratory Weight (4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family WiREONIDAE | Species Viren flavifrons Length 5 5 inches WINESP@N 95 inches 


YELLOW-THROATED VIREO as 


Considered the most brilliantly colored vireo, this bird 
is most often observed in deciduous forests. Its ; . 
characteristic song is a series of short phrases similar in ee ; wa 
pattern to several other vireos in its range but with 

long pauses between phrases and a coarse quality. 


olive-green 


e SONG Burry series of 2-note or sometimes head slightly hooked 
3-note phrases with hesitantly long pauses Ade ppieA black bill 
between them sounding like “rece-EIGHT, upperparts 


bright yellow throat, 
chin, and breast 


three-EIGHT ... three-EIGHT, repeated 
with the pattern and quality of a 
Blue-headed Vireo with a 
sore throat. Calls harsh, 
nasal, accelerating, 

rapid series of che/, 

cheh, cheh notes. 


2 white wing bars 


white belly, flanks, 
and crissum 


brownish black 
wings 


brownish 
black tail gray feet 
and legs 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
In autumn migration may form mixed foraging flocks. Generally Similar Birds 


forages in treetops, cating mostly insects. Also eats some small PINE WARBLER 


fruits and berries. In courtship male performs nest-building Slender, pointed bill; 
slightly notched tail; 


display, singing and crouching before female. He often begins 


; : : 2 i yellow chin and throat; 
several nests in his territory before pairing. 


yellow breast and sides 
© BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. with dusky streaking; 
e NESTING Incubation 14 days by both sexes. Altricial young ay sebees be i 

) ) ) t ring; narrow yellow 
stay in nest 14 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. superciliary mark; thin, 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common and stable overall but Suen CRE EE ape 
declining in the Northeast (particularly in areas with insecticide 
spraying of shade trees) and increasing in the upper Midwest. Rare 
vagrant in the West; casual in 
Flight Pattern | winter in south Florida. 
¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Common brood 
parasite host for Brown-headed 
Cowbird; sometimes builds 
Relatively weak fluttering direct flight second floor to cover its own 
with rapid wing beats. pe ea 

eggs as well as cowbird’s. 


Y 
Nest Identification Grass covered with lichens ® lined with grass, shredded bark, spider webs, and 


cocoons ® in deciduous trees 3-60 feet above ground ® built by both sexes # 3-5 


tail spots. 


Shape Veeation white to pinkish white eggs with brown spots, especially near large end; oval, 
q = 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


PIUM@gE Sexes similar || MAPlat ee Gi. Migration Migratory Weight () 6 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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j j ° . ay % if . j . 
Family ViREONIDAE SPecles Vireo solitarius | | LeNEIN5 25 inches | WINESPAN 8 5 inches 


BLUE-HEADED VIREO a 


‘This bird makes its home in the thick coniferous 
and mixed coniferous-deciduous forests of Canada 
and the eastern United States, where it breeds : 

: bright greenish white 
southward through the southern Appalachians. AoA: spectacles 
The Appalachian race 1s larger, with 
a bluish gray back and the 


blue-gray 


yeHlow-washed 
i hood 


wing bars 


yellow-washed tertials 


white edges on all but 
central tail feathers 


white e— 


CrISSUM 


white throat, 
yellow wash on the breast, and belly 
underparts being 
restricted to the flanks. greenish yellow 
MineeeG Sat Sd an trim on dark 
Most often solitary or in pairs secondaries 
on breeding grounds, the female 

may allow a human to touch or pet 

her as she sits on her nest. At one time this 
bird and the Cassin’s and Plumbeous Vireos all 


were classified as one species, the Solitary Vireo. 


bright yellow sides 
and flanks sometimes 
mixed with green 


¢ SONG Slow drawn-out phrases with deliberate pauses between 
them, cherry-o-wit ... cheree.. . sissy-a-wt, repeated frequently throughout the 

day. High, clear, sweet, sometimes piercing notes. Call notes resemble a husky chatter. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Early spring migrant in the Southeast; the first vireo back in 
the woods in spring. Gleans insects, its principal food, from treetops and branches. Sometimes 
catches insects in midair or hovers briefly to pick them off 
foliage or branches. Eats some fruits, especially in winter. Male 


courts femele with much bobbing, singing, and fluffing of BLACK-CAPPED VIREO © 
yellowish flank feathers. Fairly tame. Smaller ¢ shorter, 
: 3 ae sli *r bill; glossy 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. cial DIGI 
: a black cap; red eye 
e NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by both sexes. Altricial * juvenile similar to 
young stay in nest 12-14 days. Fed by both sexes. Occasionally female but has more 


buff underparts. 


2 broods per year, particularly in the Southeast. 


¢ POPULATION Common in mixed woodlands and at higher 
elevations in southern 


| Flight Pattern Hi Appalachians. Casual to 
accidental in southwestern US. 


@ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Frequent 
host to brood parasitism by 


Somewhat weak, fluttering flight with rapid : s 
Brown-headed Cowbirds. 


wing beats. May hover briefly over prey 
and dip to pick it off branch or foliage. 


‘Twigs, fine grass, shredded bark, stems, spider webs, and cocoons; decorated 
with lichens ¢ lined with finer materials, including grasses and hair @ in fork of 

tree or bush or in middle of conifer 4-30 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes 
© 3-5 white eggs with black and brown markings, especially near large end; oval, 


Nest Identification 
Shape 
9 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | “abitat oop #.¢ Mm Migration Migratory Weight (). 6 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Location gy, ie ee 
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Family ViREONIDAE Speces Vireo gilous Length 5_5 5 inches | Wingspan g 75 inches 


WARBLING VIREO | 


Wintering in Mexico and Central America, this | 
bird has the largest breeding range of any vireo _ 
in the woodlands of North America. 
Although common over most of its 
range, itis not well known by 
many people other 


dusky gray 
postocular stripe 


gray or olive-gray 


upperparts 


indistinct stripe 
over eye 


grayish bill with at 


dark culmen 


whitish breast 
(sometimes with 
than birders. yellowish wash) 


‘The drab male 

rapidly sings his 

warbled phrases throughout 
the day while perched near the 
treetops. Sometimes this bird ts 
difficult to spot, because its plumage 1s camouflaged. 


blue-gray legs 
and feet 


PHILADELPHIA VIREO 
Dark eye stripe; dark 
lores; vellow wash on 
throat and breast; white 
supercilium contrasts 
with dark gray crown; 
dark primary coverts; 
different voice. 


e SONG Pleasant unhurried warble of 12-20 notes, ending 
abruptly with mnemonic of [’// serze you and P'1/ squeeze you and 
I’ squeeze you ‘til you squirt! Western birds sing a higher, less 
musical song, often with breaks between introductory notes. 
Call is abrasive, nasal, upslurred queeA. - 

: f < B , ; dl ‘ , >... Smaller, slender bill 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Found in treetops in lacks hook; gray crown; 
woodlands, shade trees in towns, and especially large trees in m9 white supercilium; dark 
riparian zones. Forages for food high in trees and catches some 0 ee eenaee 
insects in flight. Eats various insects, caterpillars, moth and an eavenecereenigh 
butterfly eggs, and some fruits. upperparts; different 
song ® female, juvenile, 
and fall male have 


‘TENNESSEE WARBLER 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days by both sexes. Altricial young 
remain in nest 16 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


yellow-washed 


underparts. 
¢ POPULATION Common. Widespread range is increasing. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Flight Pattern Neotropical migrant. Common 
host for brood parasitism by the 
Brown-headed Cowbird. Has 
declined in the East in areas 
Sa ; i where shade trees are sprayed 
Weak fluttering flight with rapid wing Dene hade Eee Tate Siac 
beats. Sometimes hovers briefly over with pesticides. 


foliage or branch, dipping for insect. 


Nest Identification 


Shape 9g Location ge rs 


Bark strips, leaves, vegetation fibers, and grass * hangs between fork toward 
end of branch, twig, or sometimes shrub, usually 4-15 feet above ground 

¢ built by both sexes ¢ 3-5 white eggs spotted with brown and black; oval, 
0.8 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage 


Sexes similar | 4abitetee @ cox Uf Migration Migratory Weight 9.5 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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DATE TIME LOCATION 


Family VjREONIDAE Species Vireo philadelphicus | Leneth 4 755.25 inches 
eA 
PHILADELPHIA VIREO 
First discovered near Philadelphia in the 
whitish 
supercilium ~ 


1840s, this quiet bird is the least known es 
of the East Coast vireos. A late spring 
migrant, it is easily overlooked ae 

in the company of warblers, upperparts 
with which it often travels. 
Furthermore, it seldom sings 
in migration, a characteristic 
that serves to draw even 

less attention to it. 
Superficially similar to 
the Red-eyed Vireo 

in appearance 
and voice, 


short, thick, slightly 
hooked black bill 


dark eye line extends 
through lores 


——__——e various shades of yellow on 
wu underparts, with brightest 
color on breast and throat 


very faint grayish 
olive wing bar 


yellow-washed 
undertail coverts 


: Similar Birds 
it prefers the 7 
mixed forests of northern blue-gray legs By TENNESSE! WARBLER 
and feet Slender pointed bill; 
New England and southern Canada. Bueheolyeuppenarce 
e¢ SONG On breeding territory, sings a high white undertail coverts; 
. ; . a : Shae indistinct wing bar; 
drawn-out cherrie-o-witt, cheree, sissy-a-wit, tee-o, similar to song of BR ort tail © females 
Red-eyed Vireo, but thinner, higher-pitched, and slower. Call juvenileseand tallmales 
note a low nasal rre/. have yellowish wash on 
: ; ; ; underparts. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Tame. Solitary or in pairs. Very active forager, 2 
often hanging upside down beneath foliage, chickadee-like, as it mw, WARBLING VIREO 
: ; 2 : , ATS Olive-gray upperparts 
picks off insects. Sometimes slow and deliberate foraging in Boe ee tae 
low- to mid-level vegetation. Gleans off leaves and branches . white supercilium; pale 
and may feed while hovering. Eats a variety of insects, some lores; white or whitish 
: . throat; white underparts 
fruits and berries. ; 
; with yellowish wash on 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. sides and on flanks; 
e NESTING Incubation 14 days by both sexes. Young altricial; eSNG 


remain in nest 12—14 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

e POPULATION Uncommon; 
stable. Casual to rare in the 
West, mainly during migration 
in the fall. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Rare host 
to cowbird brood parasitism. 


light Pattern 
Sg aek 


x 
} 
tube Hees 


atu lated i 


Relatively weak fluttering flight with rapid 
wing beats. Hovers briefly when foraging to 
pick insects off foliage, bark, or branches. 


a ihe iP asi ley DEENA TT IS a ; ; ; : 
i i iH if Nest Identification mk Grasses, bark, moss, lichen, and plant down, hung by spider silk and webbing of 
aia sh Rca IAS NR Na — insects ¢ hung from fork in small twig or branch, 30-80 feet above ground ¢ built 


; by female ¢ 3-5 white eggs, usually speckled brown and black, especially toward 
siete q mocalen is large end; oval, 0.8 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatee @ a Migration Migratory Weight 9.4 ounce 
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Family ViREONIDAE Species Vireg olivaceus Length 6 inches Wingspan 1() inches 


RED-EYED VIREO 


One of the most abundant in North American 
deciduous forests, this bird sings almost nonstop 
from dawn to dusk and often all night. It 
delivers its brief trilled phrases 

as it sits on the nest, 

forages for food, blue-gray 
even as it CTOODN 
swallows insects. 
A researcher 
once totaled the 
number of song 


white eyebrow 
outlined in black 


greenish olive 


upperparts 


bo stout 
repetitions Bicceick 
uttered by an bill 


A pee : darker olive- 
individual in one green tail 
summer day as a 

remarkable 22,197 songs. ine 
‘These “sermons” have lent underparts 
it the handle of “preacher 

bird.” ‘The black-bordered white 

eyebrow stripe distinguishes this 

bird from other vireos. ‘The red iris ts 

not visible at a distance; juveniles have a brown iris. Juveniles 
and autumn birds may have a yellowish wash on the flanks. 


ruby-red iris 


darker olive- 
green WINGS 


blue-gray 
feet and legs 


Similar Birds 
8. BLACK-WHISKERED 
ce —=—S- VIREO 


. 7) Larger bill; lacks dark 
border on upper side of 
eyebrow; dull green 
upperparts; black 
mustache mark; 
different song ¢& only in 
the Southeast. 


e SONG Repeated phrases and pauses, /ook up!.. . see 

mee... over here... this way!... higher still! {ndividuals sing 
many different repertoires. Call is whining nasal chewy! 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Picks food off leaves and 
twigs. Sometimes hovers to snatch food off foliage, bark, or 
branch. Eats mostly insects; in fall migration lots of fruits and 
berries. Defensive at nest. Responds readily to pishing and 
squeaking noises. In migration often joins mixed feeding flocks. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 11—14 days by female. Altricial young 
stay in nest 10-12 days. Fed by both sexes. 1—2 broods per year. 


YELLOW-GREEN VIREO 
Olive-green upperparts; 
whitish throat and 
underparts; bright 
yellow sides, flanks, and 
undertail coverts; pale 
gray or whitish 
supercilium; gray crown; 


¢ POPULATION Common in eastern woodlands. Some decline Se (el CE CUSE 
due to clearing of forests in the East. Rare vagrant in migration 


in the Southwest and on the Pacific Coast. 
¢ CONSERVATION 


Flight Pattern Neotropical migrant. Frequent 
cowbird brood parasitism. 
Vulnerable to poisoning by 
ingesting insects sprayed with 

ee TTT pesticides and Gypsy Moth 
Alternates series of rapid wing beats with Sr slay 
short glides within forest. Also hovers control programs. 
briefly to pick insects or berries off foliage. 


dusky lores; red eyes. 


-p . Grapevine bark, fine grasses, rootlets, paper from wasp nests, lichens, spider 
Nest Identification E eee sas a E a eet es. 
webs, and cocoons ® hanging on fork of tree branch or shrub 2-60 feet above 


ground ¢ built by both sexes, but mostly by female # 3-5 white eggs, most 
Shape 9g Location SE & iv’ often with fine brown and black dots, especially toward large end; oval, 
0.8 x 0.55 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | 204 #6 We ul ue Migration Migratory Weight (6 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION . 
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T 5 
{| Lenet 11 inches Wingspan 16 inches 
Zi 


BLUE J AY purplish crest 
and back 
Once considered primarily a forest dweller, the Ria Gola tine 
Blue Jay has adapted to cities, parks, gardens, and extends from 
5 p : 
forest fragmentation. Some populations remain breast to nape 
in locales year-round, while more northern ones 
migrate south in flocks of 50-100. Common 
despite clear-cutting in eastern forests, its 
range is expanding northwest. It is easily bright blue 
: nibs. 4h, ae WINES 
recognized by its large size; blue-purple 
upperparts, wings, and tail; and jaunty 
bluish purple crest. 


Ay 


Cyanoe 


Family CORVIDAE ocitta ‘cristata 


Species 


long 
black bill 


grayish white 
face, chin, and 
throat 


e¢ SONG Sharp penetrating 

ao ec bay on ey ie white spots and 
Jay jay jay ox thef, thief, thief. Fine black-barred 
Also musical weed/e-weede, “ripples”on wings ff 
like the squeaking of a 4 
farm pump that needs oil. 

Variety of other vocalizations, some 
musical; mimics several hawk species. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Usually in pairs or 
flocks; especially gregarious after 
nesting season. Lives in oak and 
beech trees. Noisy; shrieks 
alone or in groups at cats, 
snakes, owls, hawks, and 
hunters. Omnivorous, but 

over 70 percent of diet is plant matter, especially acorns, pine : ae ee ele 
seeds, corn, fruits, and berries. Animal fare includes insects, breast; cobalt blue 
carrion, eggs and young of other birds, snails, fish, frogs, small upperparts; no white 
reptiles, and small mammals. Stores acorns in the ground for Spop ta wanes or call 
winter, a major factor in establishing and distributing oak 
forests, as many seeds are not found and thus germinate. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Male feeds during 
courtship. May keep several mates for several years. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 16-18 days by both sexes but most 
often by female. Altricial young stay in nest 17—21 days; 
brooded by female; fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year in the * Florida Scrub-Jay 
North, 2-3 in the South, restricted to Florida. 
¢ POPULATION Common and widespread in woodlands and 

residential areas with big shade 

ne i -Pligh it Pa ern a pi | trees. Casual in the Northwest 


His : _ : ah in autumn and winter. 


grayish white 
underparts 


black feet 
and legs 


Sine black-barred ACH TH mn MLE TE Bi ds 
“ripples” and white Nea tumor eee ar TaN 
spots on bright blue tail Suntinnis rep 


WESTERN SCRUB-JAY 
FLORIDA SCRUB-J AY 
Lacks crest; lacks white 
spotting on wings and 
tail; lacks black collar; 
grayish underparts 


contrast with gray- 
streaked white throat 


e FEEDERS Suet, sunflower 
seeds, peanuts, cracked nuts; 
birdbaths. 


Direct flight with steady, buoyant wing 
beats. Often glides between perches 
within or between trees, or to ground. 


i ie ee vest Identification By uh i 


u ee oF i A i ai) 
Shape @y Location & dy 


Twigs, bark, moss, lichens, grass, and sometimes paper and string ¢ built by both 
sexes ® on horizontal branch near trunk or in crotch or vines 5—20 feet above 


ground; sometimes up to 50 feet ¢ 3-7 pale greenish blue or bluish green eggs 
with dark brown markings; subelliptical, 1.1 x 0.85 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat eop 9 @ | Migration Mioratory Welent 3.0 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Specles Corvus brachyrhynchos — \*°°8" 17.5 inches Wingspan 33_40 inches 


AMERICAN CROW 


One of the most widely distributed and recognized birds 
in North America, the American Crow ts entirely black 
from beak to toe to tail with a glossy violet sheen. 
Studies of these intelligent birds have shown that 

they can count, solve puzzles, learn symbols, and 

retain information. hey often are seen 
chasing and mobbing owls and hawks. 

Huge flocks from a few hundred to as 

many as 200,000 birds may assemble in 

winter to roost, travel, and feed 

together. Often persecuted, shot, iridescent blue- 
poisoned, and even bombed on violet and green- 
its roost in the past, this crow blue gloss on wings 
still lives among us by its 

intelligence and adaptability and 

is common throughout its range. 

¢ SONG Familiar loud call of 

Caw-caw with many variations. 

Nasal begging call like wh-uwah 

of the Fish Crow. 

e BEHAVIOR Gregarious. 

Omnivorous; eats insects, many 

other small invertebrates from 
millipedes to snails, small amphibians, 
small reptiles, small mammals, eggs and 
young of other birds, waste corn and other grains, fruits, 

field crops, garbage, and carrion. Mobs avian predators, calling 


Drown eyes 


black bill 


black overall 
with iridescent 
violet gloss on 


body 


black feet and legs 


gangs of crows together to harass a large hawk or owl on a perch Larger; heavier stout bill; 
or drive it out of the area. Catches up to a soaring hawk and a ae ea a 
repeatedly dives on it from above, often forcing it down into the i Cnn Ce nl 
shelter of trees below. Breaks mollusk shells by dropping them Tree, 

on rocks from above. Smaller; more pointed 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Sometimes known wings; proportionally 


: on. smaller more slender bill 
to be cooperative. 
and longer tail; nasal, 
e NESTING Incubation 18 days by both sexes. Altricial young higher-pitched call 
stay in nest 28-35 days. Brooded by female. Fed by both sexes Sa ee 


and extra birds. 1 brood per year, 2 in the South. 


¢ POPULATION Abundant. 
Flight Pattern Adapting as habitat developed 


by humans. 

© CONSERVATION Widely 
Slow steady deliberate direct flight with 
deep wing beats. Glides with slight dihedral 


persecuted in the past by 
farmers and hunters. Still legally 
from altitude to perch or ground, between 
perches, and from perch to ground. 


hunted for sport in many states. 
Nest Identification 


Shape pg cg Location i dy @& 


— 


Made of twigs and branches ¢ lined with tree material, grass, feathers, moss, 
leaves, and hair ® in fork of tree or shrub or cross arms of utility pole 0-100 feet 


above ground; sometimes on ground in prairie ® built by both sexes and 


sometimes extra birds ® 3—7 bluish green to olive-green eggs marked with brown 


and gray; oval, 1.6 x 1.1 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Hebel se @& Lu | Migration Some migrate | P'S" 1.0 pound 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family CORVIDAE Species Corvus ossifragus | ‘8 15 inches Wingspan 3(_40 inches 


FISH CROW 


An active scavenger, the Fish Crow frequently harasses gulls and terns 
in attempts to force them to surrender their prey. It also raids the 
unguarded nests of other birds, particularly shorebirds, egrets and 
herons, or turtles, flying away with their eggs in its bill. In the 

winter, sometimes thousands of these crows can be seen 
roosting together. Smaller than the similar American 
Crow, the Fish Crow is never far away from water, 
living along the coast and penetrating inland 
mainly along major rivers. Although 
primarily nonmigratory, birds in the 
northwestern part of the range 
are migratory inland. 


slender 
black bill 


pointed 


WI ngs 


slender 
black body 


fan-shaped tail 


e SONG Call 1S a high- black feet 
pitched nasal ca-hah or aw-uk. and legs 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious and sociable. Will feed inland 

but usually feeds in shallow waters along coastline and salt marshes. 

Omnivorous. Sometimes a major nest predator at heronries. Eats 
a wide variety of crustaceans, carrion, eggs of other birds, insects 


and insect larvae, fish, ticks from livestock, various berries, and eniiG non 
some fruits. Drops mollusks from the air to break them on Slightly larger; larger 
rocks, highways, or wharves. Often hovers over water or land, bill; proportionally 

3 a ies 2 : : larger head; shorter 
searching for prey before dropping down to grab it. See ene ane 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Small colonies. clearer caw. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 16-18 days by both sexes. Young 

altricial; brooded by female; 
stay in nest at least 21 days, fed 

by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common 
especially along the coast. ‘This 
bird’s range 1s increasing and 
expanding to the north as well 
as inland. 


ae ‘ Dried twigs with lining of bark chips, pine needles, feathers, horse and 
Nest Identification cattle hair, and soft grasses ® set fairly high in fork of shrub or topmost 
crotch of deciduous tree or conifer, 6-90 feet above ground ¢ built by both 
Shape wy Location gy, nia Ry sexes @ 4—5 bluish or grayish green eggs marked with brown and gray spots; 
at 


Flies with somewhat stiff wing beats, 
alternating several quick wing strokes 
with long glides. Hovers when foraging. 


oval, 1.5 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat u New coe te Migration Nionmigratory | “e'€ht 10.6 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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COMMON RAVEN 
‘This magnificent flier is the aerial equal of hawks and falcons 
and is the largest passerine, or perching bird, in North America. 
If any bird truly enjoys flying to the point of playing in the aur, 
it must be this raven. Intelligent resourceful hunters and 
scavengers, groups of these birds 


Famil¥ CORVIDAE 


Wingspan 4656 inches 


nostrils hidden by stiff tufts of 
have been observed working feathers extending about a 


together to capture prey that third of the way out the bill 
is too large for one bird to 
conquer. It 1s a revered 
totem and spirit to 

many Native Americans. 
Adults are glossy black 
overall, with a huge 
“Roman nose,” and 
shaggy throat feathers that 


black overall with 
iridescent purple 
and violet sheen 


long wedge- 
shaped tail with 
long central tail 


long 


heavy bill Jeathers 


san be elevated or sleeked 

can be elevated or sleckec Pe 
down. The female is similar to and feet 

the male but smaller. ee 


e SONG Variety of vocalizations, 

some quite musical, but most often a 
croaking drawling croooaaak or cur-ruk 

or metallic ok. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Tame. Quick learner. Solitary 
or in pairs or small groups. Gregarious in winter, 
when it may occur in large foraging flocks and nightly 


communal roosts. Active forager, scavenger, and hunter. Similar Birds 
Omnivorous; eats wide variety of small invertebrates, from AMERICAN CROW 
tadpoles and shellfish to worms and insects. Also takes many Smaller; smaller bill; 
f : : AN9 : : * te : > lacks shaggy throat 
small vertebrates, including minnows, eggs and young of other ; sade. 

: ‘ ; : ea 2 feathers; fan-shaped 
birds, and rodents, as well as carrion and refuse. Elaborate taikedifferenucall: 

x S y PTeE splay of ac atics < al ing, 
courtship flight with great display ot vcrobatics ind pair flying nN Pe 
male above female, wing-tip to wing-tip and heads touching. Gualler shores bill and 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary; small, loose colonies in . __ Wings; nasal bristles 


= _ ae extend farther out on 
the North. Mates for life. 


culmen; white-based 


e NESTING Incubation 18-21 days by female. Altricial young neck and throat 
stay in nest 38-44 days. Brooded by female. Fed by both sexes. Lous. 


1 brood per year. 


Flight Pattern 


Strong flight, often rising in circles. 


¢ POPULATION Common. 
Expanding in California; also in 
Appalachians into areas where 
birds had been exurpated. 

¢ CONSERVATION In past was 
shot, trapped, and poisoned for 
alleged damage to wild game 
and domesticated animals. 


Alternates deep wing beats with long 
glides or soaring on flat wings like a hawk. 


Soars on thermals and updrafts. 


Nest Identification Branches and sticks on outside; cup made of small sticks ® lined with bark chips, 


animal hair, sheep’s wool, lichens, moss, seaweed, and grass ® on cliff near water, 


in mountains, or in fork of tree 45-80 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes 


¢ 3-7 greenish or gray-green eggs with brown or olive spots; subelliptical to long 


Weight 2.7 pounds 


Shape pg g Location ee a. baa 
t) fT 


Plumage Sexes similar | "Met J ae A ft Oe 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


oval, 2 x 1.4 inches. 


Migration \/ onmigratory 
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Family AL AUDIDAE Species Eremophila alpestris Length 7_8 inches Wine" 12,514 inches 


HORNED LARK 


‘The Horned Lark is one of the most 

widespread songbirds in North America. 

The spectacular display flight of the male hornlike black tufts on 

bird begins with an ascending flight as head connected by black- yellowish to 


high as 800 feet. Singing, he then bordered forecrown white face and 
¥ ara me forehead 


circles, closes his wings, and drops Bie aobipne? 
headfirst almost to the ground, ye ores , eee hick 
where he opens his wings at the last oa ’ a bill 
second. He then struts around the brown back Pe pale yellow 
female with his wings drooped and rump Ge to white 

‘ throat 
and horns erect. ‘he female 
appears similar to the male Ye: ee # ERT 
but is duller in color and brown wings iP 
lacks the black crown. In 
flight note the white 
underparts, including 
the wings and wing 
linings, the black a “-_— 
tail with white gg 4 i Be Ye whitish underparts 
ourer til aa 
feathers, and Or ws black tail with o< ; F 
black legs white outer feathers 


and feet. 
e SONG Given from ground or in high, circling flight. Sings 
series of bell-like, tinkling notes pi-wit, wee-pit, pit-wee. Call is fsee-ferte or 
¢ BEHAVIOR Pairs; gregarious in winter, forming large flocks 
sometimes mixed with Snow Buntings and longspurs. Walks and 
runs rather than hops. Forages on ground, often in open fields Maa oe 
with bare soil, pebbles, or short, sparse vegetation. Eats mostly % Gray upperparts; brown- 
seeds, grains, insects, and small mollusks. Often found in streaked whitish = 
a | Ge hh ALR ite d underparts; dark grayish 
agricultural areas, to which it has adapted for nesting an eee Rater anaes 
foraging, on country roadways and farm roads standing and outer tail feathers; bobs 
5 J 5 i ‘ 
walking on pavement or gravel. This bird nests as early as a ene a 
° a * O norns, face pattern, < 
February in the South. In courtship males perform display - ep wtate 


black bib ¢ cinnamon- 


flights and skylark. buff underparts in 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary to gregarious. ye 


e NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. Altricial young 
stay in nest 9-12 days. Brooded 


) “Bligh: Patiern by female. Fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year in the North, 


2 in the South. 

¢ POPULATION Common. 
Has expanded eastern range 
After each wing beat folds wing feathers since early 1800s because of 
Glove ito pody. agricultural development. 


Nest Identification Grass @ lined with feathers and soft materials ¢ in shallow depression, natural or 


dug by female, often near clumps of dirt or animal manure ¢ built by female 
Shape -ve- cg Location mm yxy e 2-5 gray or greenish eggs dotted with browns; subelliptical, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat _ wat Migration Migratory Weight 1.1 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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PURPLE MARTIN 


Colonies once nested in holes in tall dead trees 

and saguaro cacti. Today the largest North 

American swallow usually nests in man-made 
multidwelling martin houses, sometimes with 
hundreds of pairs nesting together. Martin houses 
were inspired by the Native American custom of 
placing empty gourds on tall poles to attract the 
Purple Martin for aesthetic reasons and to 

reduce the insect population around villages and 
crops. Juvenile males have browner upperparts 

with whitish bellies and some purple sheen to 

their bodies. Juvenile females are brown overall 

with whitish bellies. A long-distant migrant, it 
winters from Venezuela to southeastern Brazil. 

e SONG A variety of rich low-pitched liquid gurgling 
notes and chirruping, mixed with cackling and varying 
in pitch. Songs often given predawn and in flight. 

¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs or colonies. In fall, 
communal migratory and roosting flocks 
may number in the tens of thousands. 
Mostly catches and eats insects in 
flight, but also forages on 

ground. Nesting birds will eat 


bluish gray 


upperparts 


broken eggshells placed for grayish to 
them. Frequents open st 
0 wer ~, ya 
country, rural agricultural eg UE 
y 8 and belly 


areas, especially near water, 
and urban/suburban areas. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 15-18 days by 
female. Young altricial; brooded by female; 
stay in nest 26-31 days, fed by both sexes. 
1—3 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common; declining, 
especially in the West. FEMALE 


¢ BIRDHOUSES Man-made martin houses and gourds. 


Flight Pattern 


dead cavity-filled tree 


reduced nesting sites. 
Introduced European 


Strong graceful flight with few rapid wing 
beats followed by long glides. Often flies 
in circles while gliding. 


Nest Identification 


Shape SO ip 
Location ia & ay re, ii 


DATE 


nesting cavities. 


to long oval, 0.96 x 0.68 inches. 


TIME 


Family Hi RUNDINIDAE Species Progne subis | teeth 7.25_8.5 inches 


forked 
tail 


¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical migrant. National Audubon Society 
Blue List. Practice of removing 


especially in riparian areas, has 


and House Sparrow compete for 


Grasses, leaves, mud, feathers, and bits of debris ¢ in martin houses, old 
woodpecker holes in trees and cacti, or in ridges in cliffs or large rocks 
¢ 5-20 feet above ground ® built by both sexes ¢ 3-8 plain white eggs; oval 


Migration Migratory Weight 1.7 ounces 


LOCATION 


Wingspan 15 5-16.75 inches 


MALE 


dark iridescent 
purplish blue overall 


AS 


< 


FIRST 
SPRING 
MALE 


‘TREE SWALLOW 
Smaller; entire 
underparts are bright 
white with no grayish 
tone; dark glossy blue- 
green upperparts 

¢ juveniles and first 
spring adults have 
browner upperparts. 


GRAY-BREASTED 
MarTIN © 
Smaller; gray-brown 
face, throat, and flanks; 
dusky gray-brown 
underparts; dark bluish 
upperparts; cleft tail 

* eastern range. 


S, 


Starling 
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Wingspan 12.5 inches 


eA 


Family HtRUNDINIDAE Species Ti ¢pycineta bicolor | “8 5.75 inches 


TREE SWALLOW 


‘The Tree Swallow is equally common in open fields, 
marshes, or towns. This bird’s ability to adapt to its 
ever-changing environment has led to its abundant 

and widespread population. Migrating in huge 

flocks during the day, it is one of the first swallows 

to travel to its summer home in upper North 

America. Many winter on the southern Atlantic 

Coast, Gulf Coast, and in Florida. In flight it 

shows dark upperparts, white underparts, barre nee 
triangular wings with greenish underwing —gyvenish blue 
linings, and a notched tail. Juveniles upperparts 
have dusky brown upperparts and often 
a dusky wash on the breast. 

e SONG Utters quick repetitious 
silip or chi-veet. In flight makes 
pleasant liquid gurgling chatter. 
e BEHAVIOR Gregarious in 
migration and winter; often 
occurs in huge flocks. Feeds in 
mixed flocks with other 

swallow species. Catches 

insects in flight; sometimes 
forages on ground. Eats 

mainly flying insects but also 
may take small crustaceans and 


white cheek 
patch stops 


below eye 


white 
underparts 


blackish 
flight feathers 


spiders. Often eats berries and slightly 

seeds during cold snaps on notched rail 

wintering grounds or in spring 

migration. Inhabits open country and woodland edges near VIOLET-GREEN 

water. Male displays for female with series of aerial gymnastics. watt SWALLOW 

°B : aa Cann “© White rump patches 
REEDING Most often polygamous. Loose social colonies. RN 

Males may have 2 mates simultaneously and different mates rump; white on cheek 

each year. extends up to, behind, 

: 5 ree and above eye; purple- 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13-16 days by female. Altricial young beeen loosen 
remain in nest 16-24 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year upperparts © sympatric 


only in the West. 


(rarely 2). 
¢ POPULATION Abundant and increasing. 


e BIRDHOUSES Uses man- 
Flight Pattern 


made bird boxes and gourds. 

¢ CONSERVATION Some are 
neotropical migrants. Forestry 
practice of removing dead trees 
eliminates many potential 
nesting sites. 


Swift graceful flight with slow deep wing 
beats alternated with long to short glides. 
‘Turns back sharply on insects it passes. 


Nest Identification 


Shape si ii Location ge Dy & 
Abandoned Nests ip ae 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatee @ vee cece a | Mi8retion Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Dried stems and grass @ lined with down and feathers ¢ in tree cavity, 
abandoned nest, bird box, or other man-made structure ¢ built by both sexes, 


but female does more * 4—6 white eggs; oval to long oval, 0.8 x 0.5 inches. 


Weight (7 ounce 
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Family FH iRUNDINIDAE 


Wingspan) {_12 inches 


Length 55 inches 


NORTHERN ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOW 


‘This bird is named for the tiny hooks found on its 
outer primary feathers. ‘Their function is unknown, _ 
but they may produce a sound during courtship a 
display. ‘The male and female use their feet to 
dig nesting burrows, some as long as six feet, 

depending on the nature of the soil, but most a By 
are nine to twenty-eight inches deep. Since 
it is highly adaptable this bird has a wide 


Species Stelgidopteryx serripennis 


short black 


am ——@ bill 


light gray- 
brown wash on 
chin, throat, 


breeding range. Juveniles are similar to and upper 
adults but show more cinnamon tones medium brown breast 
in their upperparts and have upperparts 
cinnamon wing bars. 
e SONG Usually remains silent, 
but sometimes utters harsh, 
buzzing quiz-%-Reeilp OF Bzrrit. 
e BEHAVIOR Solitary or 
in pairs or small flocks. 
Gregarious during ; 
ie ‘on C ee dark brownish 
migration. Catches black wings and 
and consumes a wing linings dull white 
underparts 


variety of flying 
insects while in 

flight. Also 
occasionally takes 
insects from ground. 
Often feeds low over 
open landscapes or 
water and sometimes 
feeds along with other 


slightly forked dark 
brownish black tail 


species of swallows. Quickly Similar Birds 
adapted nesting to utilize crevices in rock cuts along interstate Hien en 
highways. During courtship male chases female, flying with Sinaller darker brown 
white undertail coverts spread along sides of tail. upperparts; dark brown 
a : aR, F : breast band; snow-white 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary or in small colonies. peer henvercess 
é , underparts; faster wing 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days by female. Altricial young beats with quick 
remain in nest 19-21 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. change of axe eton: 


¢ POPULATION Common and increasing. 


e¢ BIRDHOUSES Will nest in 
Flight Pattern 


some types of man-made 
structures but has not been 
recorded to use nest boxes. 
© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 


Swift graceful flight with several deep 
slow wing beats, pulling back wings after 
each stroke, then a short to long glide. 


Nest Identification No nest materials except a few bark chips, grass, and leaves ® on bank, sides of 


rough cliff, highway/railroad rock cuts, or building or in abandoned burrows, 


Shap Location a R drain pipes, or sewer pipes ¢ dug by both sexes ¢ 4-8 plain white eggs; long oval, 
od = 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | "abitat (@ seme us YS | Migrationnigratory | “2 0.6 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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DATE TIME LOCATION 


A Foe Rae OP Sean] Soa i TDi i ; 
Family HiRUNDINIDAE Species Riparia riparia | Length 4.75 inches Wingspan 1011 inches 


BANK SWALLOW Py ad 
‘The smallest member of the North American swallow 

family is an aerial gymnast that twists and turns in the _—_ 
air over its breeding territory. Males and females take eee 
turns digging burrows into vertical banks with their 

bills. Once a hole is made, they use their feet to 

finish the tunnel, which sometimes’is as long chocolate-brown 
as five to six feet. The scientific name gs ee 
refers to their association with rivers 

during migration and their predilection 

for nesting along sandy gravelly river 

banks. The dark narrow breast 

band is difficult to see when 

the bird is in flight, but the 

combination of an erratic Wiki bron 
flight pattern, chocolate- flight feathers 
brown upperparts, paler 
brown rump, dark brown 
wing linings, and snowy 
white underparts serve 
to identify this bird. 
Juvenile wing coverts 
and tertials are edged 
cinnamon and the throat 
and upper breast are 
washed pale cinnamon. 


SNOWY 
white chin 


brownish gray 
breast band, 
sometimes extending 
down midline of 
upper breast 


SNOWY while 
underparts 


NORTHERN ROUGH- 
WINGED SWALLOW 
Larger; paler brown 
upperparts; lacks brown 
chest band; dusky white 
underparts; light gray- 


slightly forked tail 


e SONG Dry chattering, zzz7t orzzzrt, 277. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Often migrates and feeds with other 
swallows. Gathers in large premigratory and communal roosts. 
Catches insects while flying. Occasionally takes insects from 
ground or water’s surface. Courtship includes dropping and 
catching feathers in the air, as if playing, by each member of 
pair; copulation in the nest burrow often follows such “play” 
and many feathers are used in the nest lining. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

@ NESTING Incubation 14-16 days by both sexes. Altricial 
young stay in nest 18-24 days, fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods 
per year. 


brown wash on chin, 
throat, and upper 

breast; slower deeper 
wing beats. 


‘TREE SWALLOW 
Juvenile is larger; white 
underparts from chin to 


undertail coverts; often 
with dusky breast band; 
greenish blue 

upperparts. 


¢ POPULATION Common and 
aa Flight Palen widespread; often near water. 
— Numbers are stable overall, but 
species is declining in 
California due to river bank 
alteration for flood control. 
wing beats; often alternates several rapid ¢ CONSERVATION 
wing beats with short to long glides. Neotropical migrant. 


| 


Swift erratic fluttering flight on shallow 


Nest Identification 
Shape oe Location ‘ a 


Plumage Sexes similar 


Lined with grass, rootlets, weed stems, horsehair, and feathers ¢ in sandy or 
rocky bank, gravel pit, or man-made embankment, such as a highway road cut 
¢ dug by both sexes ¢ 3-7 plain white eggs; oval to short oval, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Habitat we Migration Migratory Weight (5 ounce 
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Family HiRUNDINIDAE Species Perrochelidon pyrrhonota 


CLIFF SWALLOW 


Hundreds of gourd-shaped “mud jugs” plastered to 
the side of a barn or under a bridge or highway 
overpass are a typical nesting territory for 


Length 5.5 inches Wingepe? 12 inches 


these highly adaptable birds. Farmers squared blackish 
heartily welcome this resident tail with slight cleft 
because it eats numerous flying ChESTOUE Sides Of 


blue-black face extend to 
insects that are harmful to en sides of nape 


crops. Nesting colonies may 
number from eight 
hundred to more than 

one thousand birds. Note short black 


whitish 
forehead e——+ 


the dark rusty brown bill 

throat, and in flight the black center 
brown underwing linings, patch on 
stad vain Ieee chestnut 
cinnamon buff rump, ae 


square tail, dusky 

cinnamon undertail coverts 

with dark centers, and whitish 

buff edged feathers of back and 

tertials. Juveniles have dusky brown whitish underparts 

upperparts and paler underparts. ‘This with dusky gray-brown 
é : sides and flanks 

swallow has successfully expanded its range 5 

in the Southeast and the West. ‘The southwestern 

race displays a cinnamon forehead similar to the Cave Swallow. 


blue-black 


wings and back 


e SONG Utters a dry guttural churr or zarp. Alarm call is burry keeer. JUVENILE 
During breeding, a chattering, squeaking, sputtering warble. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Catches food in flight; sometimes forages on ground. Eats variety of 
flying insects and some berries and fruit. Constructs one of the most complex swallow nests: a 
sphere of mud pellets with a tubular entrance on one side. Colonies are source of foraging 
information for other birds; birds follow members who are 


successfully feeding young back to food sources. Tie 
ar ; imilar Birds 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Large colonies. 
alg : 2 ee IAVE SWALLOW 
¢ NESTING Incubation 14-16 days by both sexes. Altricial RE Sa ae 
. i ; = Pale cinnamon-buff 
young in nest 21—24 days, fed by both sexes. 1-3 broods a year. ee Oe eee 


¢ POPULATION Common in open country, especially near forehead; richer 
re > R: ~ 10 - a aaies <a cinnamon-rust rump. 
water. Range is expanding and numbers are increasing. 


¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical migrant. Previously listed as being 
of special concern, but 
successful adaptation to nesting 
on man-made structures such as 
buildings, highway bridges and 
overpasses, railroad bridges, 
dams, and other vertical walls 
has greatly expanded 
populations and range. 


Flight Pattern 


Swift graceful flight alternating several 
deep rapid wing beats with long elliptical 
glides with sharp sweeping upturns at the 
end. Soars on thermals and updrafts. 


Pellets of clay or mud, with lining of grasses, down, and feathers © usually 

under eaves of buildings or under dams or bridges; sometimes on ridges of 
Shape a canyons; rarely on trunk of conifer tree under overhanging branch ¢ built by 

both sexes ¢ 3-6 white, cream, or pinkish eggs, marked with browns; oval to 


i bh oe 
Location a aN a ia long oval, 0.8 x 0.5 inches. 


MiratOn Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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SNe 675-79 inches TE 


BARN SWALLOW 


Since early colonial times this bird has been a welcome 
presence on farms because it eats many crop-destroying 
insects. Usually nesting inside of barns or other 
buildings, it is the only North American 

swallow with buffy to rusty dark bluish black 
cinnamon underparts and forehead 
underwing linings and a 
white-spotted deeply 
forked tail. The female is 
similar to the male but 
most often is duller in dark rusty 
color. Juveniles have brown throat 
shorter forked tails and 

creamy white underparts. 

The most wide-ranging 

swallow in the world, it is 

cosmopolitan, found breeding or Tes s 
wintering on almost all continents. x. ay 


FEMALE 
breast band 


blackish flight 
feathers 


dark iridescent blue- 
black upperparts 


e SONG Utters a repetitive clipped 
ch-adit, chi-dit or wit-wit. Song is a 
prolonged twittering warble with liquid 
guttural notes interspersed. deeply forked 
e BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Often feeds close blackish tal 
‘ ; with white spots 
to ground or water. Eats a wide variety of 
flying insects, and follows farm machinery, even 
riding lawnmowers, to feed on surred-up INS€Cts. Courtship Wissen 
flights may include pairs dropping and catching feathers in } 
midair; upon landing pairs may engage in mutual preening. 
Tatdivictuale-ch ‘ie fel; wae d loniescen: De Blue-black upperparts; 
ndividuals show strong site fidelity, and colonies may exist over rnety Signamon eben 
long periods on the same site, with the same individuals cinnamon rump; pale 
sometimes building nests on the same site used the previous Beas short squared 
year. Has adapted to nesting in and on man-made structures. Rall yACR OU ICR DO: 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Small colonies. During courtship, 
3 - Blue-black upperparts; 
male chases female, flying over acres of land. Che auerimi chore 
e NESTING Incubation 13-17 days by both sexes, but female squared tail without 
does more. Young altricial; stay in nest 18-23 days, fed by both white spots. 
sexes. 2 broods per year. 


JUVENILE 


CLIFF SWALLOW 


Cave SWALLOW 


¢ POPULATION Abundant and 
widespread in open country, 
agricultural lands, and savanna, 
especially near water. 
Increasing. Eurasian races are 
accidental to casual in Alaska. 

© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 


Swift and graceful with deep wing beats 
and wing-tips pulled back at the end of 
each stroke; glides are short and infrequent. 


tte} La Nest Identification Clay or mud, dried stems, grasses, and straw, with thick lining of horsehair, 
down, and feathers ¢ inside barn or other building, in ridges of cliff, under 
bridge, under culvert, or attached to bank ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 4—7 white 


Location a a 
eggs, marked with browns; oval to long oval, 0.8 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat Le 14 ww cece | Mieration Migratory MIEN ().6 outvoe 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


; 
' 
Oy 


Site CX] 
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FamilY PaRTDAE Species Pyecile carolinensis \ “&%8N 4.75 inches Wingspan 7 5 inches 


CAROLINA CHICKADEE 
Readily attracted to feeders supplying sunflower white 
seeds, this little chickadee is a familiar bird to many cheeks 
who operate feeding stations in its range, where 

it is the only songbird with a black bib and 

black cap. This energetic bird, a common gray upperparts 
inhabitant of the southeastern United 

States primarily south of the zone of 
glaciation, ranges north to New 

Jersey and West into Ohio, aoe SA 
Indiana, Illinois, and to the white edging on 
100th meridian in wings 
eastern Texas. When 
disturbed in the 
nest cavity during 
incubation, it will iL 

hiss and strike <shrytiy —‘(iiegr wast om 
intruders, notched tail sides, and flanks 
behaving similarly to 
copperheads and other snakes. 


short 
black bill 


black 
bib 


white underparts with 


@ blackish gray 
e SONG Calls include a higher-pitched rapid chick-a-dee- feet and legs 
dee-dee and a 4-note whistled fee-bee-fee-bay, an octave 

higher than that of the Black-capped Chickadee, with 
lower-pitched 2nd and 4th notes. Also makes variety of 
high-pitched thin squeaky notes when foraging with others. 
Call notes are more complex than song. 


. BLACK-CAPPED 
CHICKADEE 

Larger body; white- 
edged greater wing 
coverts; broad white 


¢ BEHAVIOR Pairs or small groups. After breeding often 
joins mixed feeding flocks with titmice, nuthatches, kinglets, 


warblers, Downy Woodpeckers, and others. Eats moths, markings on edge of 
caterpillars, and a wide variety of other insects when available; secondaries; more 
; : : ? : boldly edged tertial 
in winter and spring eats mostly seeds and some berries. May Prag EAS Sasa aay 
‘ Ao coll ole : A : with darker centers; 

excavate own nest or enlarge cavity if wood 1s soft enough. iiacle buiestenads 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Very early nester. farther down chest; 

se : : ; ; Se. olive flanks; lower, 
¢ NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by both sexes. Altricial Siete tute ee 
young stay in nest 13-17 days. Brooded by female. Fed by both call; typically gives 


sexes, mostly larval insects. 1-2 broods per year. Pe as or fee- 
: bee-be sone. 


¢ POPULATION Common in open deciduous forests, woodland 
clearings, forest edges, and suburban areas. 

e FEEDERS AND 
BIRDHOUSES Suet, 
doughnuts, and sunflower 
seeds. Nests in birdhouses. 
¢ CONSERVATION Sometimes 
Short weak fluttering flight with rapid competes for nest sites with 
beats; sometimes in longer flights folds House Wren, especially in 
wings to sides after several quick strokes. suburban areas. 


Nest Identification Lined with plant material, including grass and moss, as well as feathers and hair 


* in tree or snag 1-23 feet above ground or in man-made nest box ¢ built by 


a A lg 2 i = ~ . . : . 
Shape Location & d% 4 | both sexes © 5-8 white eggs with reddish brown markings; oval to short oval, 


\N 0.6 x 0.45 inches. 
+i 


Plumage Sexes similar | 4abitat ope ye Migration \/ onmigratory Weight () 4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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5 eerie i " 5 
Family ParipAk lias | Length 55 inches Wingspan 7 .5_8 5 inches 


BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE 


A common visitor at bird feeders in the white black cap 
northern US and Canada south of the cheeks 
tundra, the Black-capped Chickadee light gray 
leaves its nesting grounds in woodland upperparts 
areas during autumn and visits bird 
feeders in suburban areas. The tertials and 
Black-capped Chickadee rarely secondaries 
moves beyond the southern with broad 
ee : whitish edges 
edge of its breeding range, ie 
but occasionally it will irrupt 
southward in large numbers 
during autumn. It occasionally 
hybridizes with the Carolina 
Chickadee, in the overlapping 
zone, producing intergrades 
in size and song. 
e SONG Lower huskier 
more drawn-out chick-a- 
dee-dee-dee than that of 
Carolina Chickadee. 
Song 1s clear fluted 
See-bee or fee-bee-be. 
© BEHAVIOR Pairs; 
forms small groups 


short 
black bill 


black bib 


blackish gray 
white underparts Jeet and legs 
with olive-buff 
wash on sides, 
flanks, lower 
belly, and crissum 


Similar Birds 
CAROLINA CHICKADEE 
Smaller body; shorter 
tail; no broad white 
edges on greater wing 


long tail 


after nesting season. coverts or secondaries 
Often joins mixed foraging flocks with other species. ‘Tame. (grayish); cleaner cut 
Forages among twigs and branches and under bark, often Rees ce aoe 
clinging upside down, for insects, and insect eggs. Eats seeds Gente eneemnctent 
from conifers, bayberries, and other fruit. Holds large seeds faster chick-a-dee-dee-dee 
between feet on perch and pounds seed coat open with beak. In call; 4-note fee-bee-fee-bay 


D : : : whistled song. 
winter eats mostly seeds. Incubating female hisses like a snake . 


when nest cavity is disturbed. BOREAL CHICKADEE 


Brown cap; gray-brown 


© BREEDING Monogamous. th back and sides; more 

e NESTING Incubation 11-13 days by both sexes. Altricial hoarse, drawling chick-a- 

young stay in nest 14-18 days. Brooded by female. Fed by both per erases 

sexes. | brood per year. Le wR 

¢ POPULATION Widespread and common in deciduous or mixed 

deciduous-conifer woodlands, 

often in riparian growth. Stable 

and possibly increasing. 

e FEEDERS AND 

BIRDHOUSES Doughnuts, 

Slow flitting short flights with rapid wing peanut butter—and-cornmeal 

beats. On longer flights often folds wings ; i : 
mixture, and sunflower seeds. 


to sides after several quick shallow 5 ‘ : 
strokes before repeating. Will nest in birdhouses. 


ane 
aitt 
iy 


. 


RE ee ey ’ ‘ 5 : : : 
y becil Nest Identificat on ; Lined with vegetation, moss, feathers, hair, and insect cocoons ® in deciduous 
Het bA att WU RST tos aL dina ees j “¢ : | i : 
_ roe? Le — tree, conifer, snag, or nest box 4-40 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes 
Shape By Location & i's 4 e 5-10 white eggs with fine reddish brown marks; oval to short oval, 0.6 x 
Ns ().45 inches. 
a 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat @, 9 88 Migration Nionmigratory | Wel€"t 0.4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PaRIDAE Species Pyerile hudsonica Length 5 5 inches Wingspan g inches 


BOREAL CHICKADEE 


In most of its range the Boreal Chickadee is 
the only chickadee with a brown cap. It is a 
g : 3 - gray rear of 
calm tame little bird that prefers to nest face en 
among the conifer woodlands in the colder ‘sides of neck 
regions of North America, mostly north of brownish 
the US-Canada border. Small flocks of upperparts 
these chickadees often are seen 
traveling in the company of Golden- 
crowned Kinglets, but they rarely 
associate with Black-capped gray wings 
Chickadees in their mixed- Ce Ise 
species foraging flocks in 
the winter season. In 
some winters in the 
eastern parts of 
North America, 
some individuals 
may appear as 
much as 
hundreds of miles 
south of their gray-black legs 
normal breeding range. and feet 
Males and females are alike. 
¢ SONG Song is short and warbled. Call is a drawling drawn- 
out lazy chick-a-dee-dee-dee ox chick-chee-day-day. 
¢ BEHAVIOR A highly tame and sociable bird. Pairs in 
breeding season may stay together all year; they travel in small 
to medium flocks of 4-20 birds in nonbreeding season. Gleans 
much of its food from branches and needles of conifers and by 
picking seeds out of cones. Eats variety of insects and their 
larvae and eggs. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Small colonies. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 11-16 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; remain in nest 18 days, fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. 


brown cap 


black bill 


black bib 
K white cheeks 


restricted to small 
area graying 
posteriorly 


brown sides, flanks, 
and crissum 


whitish 
underparts 


GRAY-HEADED 
CHICKADEE 
More extensive white 
cheeks; gray-brown cap; 
longer tail; paler flanks; 
gray-brown upperparts; 
pale edges on wing 
coverts; voice differs 

® western range. 


BLACK-CAPPED 
CHICKADEE 
Black cap; light gray 
upperparts; large white 
cheek patch extending 
onto hindneck; white- 
edged tertials and 
secondaries; different 
livelier call. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in boreal conifer forests and in 
mixed conifer-deciduous woodlands. 


Flight Pattern 


¢ FEEDERS In winter, Boreal 
Chickadees will come to a 
variety of feeders for a mixture 
of suet, peanut butter, 
cornmeal, and sunflower seeds. 
¢ CONSERVATION Vulnerable 
to loss of habitat due to logging 
operations. 


Weak fluttering short flights on rapidly 
beating wings. Alternates pulling wings to 
body with several quick shallow strokes. 


Nest Identification Filled with bark strips, mosses, plant down, lichen, and animal fur and hair ¢ in 
Shape PA? BP live or dead conifer or used woodpecker hole ¢ 1-10 feet above ground ¢ built 
by female ¢ 4-9 white eggs, with reddish brown specks; ovate to short ovate, 


Location a na b> & some rather pointed, 0.6 x 0.45 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ep #.¢ @ Migration Nonmigratory | “e'€M 0.3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Rueglophus bicolor | ‘©8 6,5 inches Wingspan 10,75 inches 
A 


—— 


TUFTED TITMOUSE 


Undaunted by the presence of people, this lively bird 

sometimes will swoop down and pluck out a human 

hair to use for its nest. The largest titmouse, it will 

fly toward people making squeaking or pishing 

sounds to attract birds. It is intelligent and ngginm gray 

may learn to eat food out of ahuman hand. — upperparts 

Often it can be seen digging in the 

ground, where it stores surplus 

sunflower seeds. Adapted to 

wooded residential areas 

with large shade 

trees and to bird 

feeders and 

nesting boxes, 

it has become a 

familiar yard bird 

with its jaunty crest and rusty sides 

large black eyes set against and flanks 

gray plumage. The black-crested 

form in southern and western ‘Texas 

was formerly considered a separate 

species, the Black-crested Titmouse. 

e SONG Bold, high-pitched, whistled peger, 
, peter, peter or peto, peto, peto. Sometimes females sing but not 

as much as males. Calls vary from high-pitched, thin squeaky 

notes to low, harsh, fussy scolding notes. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Relatively tame; social. Pairs or small family 

groups; joins mixed foraging flocks after nesting season. 

Inspects and forages in trees and shrubs for food, sometimes 

clinging upside down on trunk or branch tips. Uses bill to 

pound open nut, while anchoring it with feet. Eats insects and 

their larvae, spiders, snails, various berries, acorns and other 

nuts, and seeds. Male feeds female during courtship. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Mates for life. 

e¢ NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by female. Altricial young 

stay in nest 15-18 days. Brooded by female. Fed by both sexes. 

1 brood per year, 2 in the South. 


Flight Pattern 


Weak fluttering short flights with shallow 
rapid wing beats. Flitting flight with several 
quick wing beats alternating with wings 

drawn to sides, then repeated. 


Nest Identification 


Shape si By Location & a 
i = i 


gray tail 


@¢ POPULATION Abundant to 
common in forests, parks, and 
shaded suburbs. 

e FEEDERS AND 
BIRDHOUSES Feeders with 
sunflower seeds, suet, cornmeal, 
and peanut butter. Will nest in 
man-made birdhouses. 


gray-black 
feet and legs 


Similar Birds 


Lined with bark, leaves, soft grass and moss, snakeskin, and bits of animal fur 
and hair ® in natural cavity, bird box, or woodpecker hole 3-90 feet above ground 
¢ built by female ® 4—8 white to creamy white eggs speckled with browns, 
occasionally wreathed; short subelliptical, 0.7 x 0.55 inches. 


tufted dark 
gray head 


straight 
black bill 


| —____e whitish gray 


underparts 


BLACK-CRESTED 
FORM 


PHAINOPEPLA 
Small range overlap in 
Big Bend area of Texas 
with black-crested form 
e larger; medium sooty 
gray overall; crested; 
darker gray wing edges; 
white on wing coverts 
and tertials; whitish gray 
patch at base of 
primaries flashes in 
flight; long, rounded tail. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ee a Migration Nonmigratory | Wel8ht 0.8 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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FamilY SrrTIDAE Species Si4q canadensis Length 4 5 inches Wingspan 8 inches 


RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH 


This bird often will eat from the human hand. ‘Io protect 

young from predators, male and female smear pine pitch 

around the nest entrance. Females differ from black eye line 

males by the dark gray cap and nape and from beak to black cap 

; r : back of head and nape 
lighter underparts. The blue-gray tail 

spread in display or flight shows a 
white subterminal band. Winter 
range varies yearly, particularly 

in the East; this sedentary 
species remains in its breeding iy a epic Cheeks 
range as long as winter food 
supplies can support it. 

e SONG Calls are nasal and 


blue-gray back, 
shoulders, mings, 
and rump 


white eyebrow 


rust-colored 


: s short blue- underparts 
high pitched, resembling the gray tail 
sound of a tiny tin horn, avk, ink, or 
enk, often repeated in a rapid series. 
MALE 


e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. May 
join mixed-species feeding flocks 

after breeding season. Climbs blue-gray 
up and down tree trunks, LUI VEE 
often headfirst, and walks dark gray 

on the underside of limbs. own 
Forages for conifer seeds, and nape 
nuts, and some insects by 
gleaning them from bark or 
foliage; wedges food in tree 
bark crevices and pounds with 
bill to break shell or exoskeleton. 
Male courts female by feeding her, also by turning his back to 
her and lifting his head and tail, raising his back feathers and 
drooping his wings, swaying from side to side. Irruptive migrant. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

e NESTING Incubation 12 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 14-21 days, fed by both sexes. 

1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common in boreal and 
subalpine conifer forests and mixed conifer-deciduous northern 


montane forests. Stable. Eastern 
Flight Pattern breeding range currently 

af aS ' ~~ 

oe OS 


expanding southward. 

¢ FEEDERS Sunflower seeds, 
Somewhat weak fluttering flight of short 
duration, with rapid wing strokes followed 


FEMALE 


lighter buff 
underparts are rustier 
on flank and crissum 


Similar Birds | 
WHITE-BREASTED 
~~ NUTHATCH 
Larger; white face 


lacks black eye line; 


white underparts with 
rusty wash on flanks 


> 


and crissum; blue-gray 
tail with black outer 
tail feathers edged 
and tipped white; 


voice differs. 


peanut butter, and suet. 

® CONSERVATION Vulnerable 
to habitat loss due to logging 
operations. 


by brief folding of wings to sides; repeated. 


Nest Identification 


Shape Br By 
Location gy. & na A 


Plumage Sexes differ | Vabitat opp a¢ Migration Some migrate | “'8t 0.4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Lined with shredded bark, grass, and roots ¢ usually 540 feet above ground 
(but up to 120 feet) in conifer * built by both sexes, but female does most of 
work @ 4—7 white to pinkish white eggs, marked with reddish browns; oval to 
short oval, 0.6 x 0.46 inches. 
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| Length 5_6 inches Wingspan 9_11 inches 


WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH 


‘The largest and most widespread of the North 
American nuthatches, this nimble bird can balance 
upside down on tree trunks, catch a falling nut in 
midair, and rapidly hop down skinny branches. In 
oe ae hk anda, eit 
& extend onto hindneck with slightly 

chickadees, Downy as partial colar upturned tip 
Woodpeckers, and Brown 
Creepers. It is quick to blackish blue tertials, blue-gray 
accept bird feeders, and secondaries, primaries, and LPO T PETS 
will often attempt to wing coverts with white edging 
intimidate other avian 
visitors by spreading 
its wings and tail and 
swaying back and 
forth. Females in the 
Northeast have dark ; 

white patches in 
blue-gray crowns. Bietlack 1a 
e SONG Sings an 
ascending wee-wee-wee- 
wee-wee-wee-wee. Call is a 
hoarse yank-yank-yank. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs; 
sociable in nonbreeding season. Eats 
various nuts, seeds, spiders, and insects. black feet and legs 
Inspects trees with head pointed downward 
and circles around and underneath limb in search 
of food. Spends most of its time in trees. Roosts in tree cavities 
in the winter; often roosts in crevices of bark in summer, some 
sleeping in the head down, tail up position. Ra 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Sometimes known to > 2a NuTHATCH 
form small colonies. Smalley, white tace 

1 broken by long, black 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days by female. Young altricial; eve stripe; uniform 
brooded by female; stay in nest 14 days, fed by both sexes. rusty chestnut . 
I brood per year. = | a ee 
¢ POPULATION Common in deciduous woodlots and in mixed 
coniferous-deciduous woods in the North and West. 


e FEEDERS AND 
Flight Pattern 


Family SrrPIDAE 


Species Sizza carolinensis 


white face 
and breast 


white underparts 
with rusty wash on 
flanks, lower belly, 


and crissum 


BIRDHOUSES Comes to 
feeders for suet and/or seeds; 
will nest in nest boxes. 

¢ CONSERVATION Vulnerable 
to habitat loss due to logging 
operations. 


Weak fluttering flight of short duration; 
several rapid wing beats alternated with 
wings drawn to sides; repeated. 


| Nest Identification 


Shape By ip Location i ii 


Lined with bark shreds, hair, and feathers ¢ natural cavity, knothole, 

woodpecker’s hole, or bird box, 10-60 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes; 

female does more ® 3-10 white to pinkish eggs, with brown, gray, purple, and 
red blotches; oval to short oval, 0.8 x 0.56 inches. 

‘Ze 


Plumage Sexes similar | "abitatee se f Migration Nonmigratory _| “e'* 0.7 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family SIT TIDAE Species Sig pusilla Length 4.5 inches Wingspan 85 inch 


cs 
| 


BROWN-HEADED NUTHATCH 


The only North American songbird to use a tool while 
foraging, this nuthatch lives in the southern woodlands, 
especially in open stands of pine. It sometimes holds 

a piece of bark in its bill and uses it to pry up 

another bark chip, uncovering insects. ‘This 


buffy brown 
cap and nape 
with white 


Spot on nape 


thin dark eye line 


bird travels in small flocks of family blue-gray 
groups. Often foraging high in the upperparts 
trees and well out toward the Le 
tips of the branches, it would 
be easily overlooked but 

for its constant peeping 

calls and twittering. 


e¢ SONG Has various 
squeaky d7t-bit-bit calls 
and a dee-dee-dee. 
During courtship, 

sings pri-u, de-u, de-u, 
like a squeaky toy. 

¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs 
or small family groups, 
often including an 
unmated male helper 
that helps excavate the 
nesting cavity and feed 
female and young. Forages over, 

around, and up and down branches, small twigs, and trunks, 
even hanging upside down. Picks seeds from pinecones. Eats 
insects and their larvae and spiders. Caches pine seeds. Forms 
mixed-species foraging flocks with chickadees, titmice, kinglets, 


black legs 
and feet 


Similar Birds 


borders cap 


Straight 
black bill 


white chin, 
cheeks, and throat 


buffy whitish 
underparts 


RED-BREASTED 
NUTHATCH 

Larger; black cap; white 
face with long black eye 
stripe; rusty chestnut 


underparts; black nape; 
voice differs. 


warblers, woodpeckers, and others. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Cooperative. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 14 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 18-19 days, fed by both sexes 
and extra birds. 1 brood per year. 


WHITE-BREASTED 
NuTHATCH 

Larger; black cap; 
completely white face, 
breast, and underparts; 
rusty-washed flanks and 
crissum. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in mature open pine forests 
and mixed pine-deciduous woodlands along the coastal plain. 


¢ FEEDERS AND BIRDHOUSES Will come to eat at bird feeders 


and will nest in birdhouses built 
Flight Pattern 


for them. 

© CONSERVATION Vulnerable 
to habitat loss due to the 
cutting of pine forests and the 
replacement with pine 
plantations that are on short 
harvest rotations. 


Weak fluttering flight of short duration, 
with series of rapid wing beats followed by 
wings pulled in to sides; repeated. 


Nest Identification Soft bark shreds, wood chips, grasses, wool, hair, and feathers ¢ in dead or live 
tree, bird box, stump, or old post, usually 2-12 feet above ground (but up to 
90 feet) © built by both sexes and extra birds ¢ 3—9 white or off-white eggs, with 


reddish brown speckles; short subelliptical to short oval, 0.6 x 0.45 inches. 


Shape si i 


Location gy. + ran ii 


Plumage Sexes similar Migration Nonmigratory | e'8ht 0.4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family CERTHIDAE Species Cerrhig americana | t®"8th 5.25 inches Wingspan 7_8 inches 


=| 


BROWN CREEPER 


‘This tree-dwelling bird roosts by hanging onto a slender decurved 
tree trunk or the side of a house with its sharp HOES 
claws. Unlike the nuthatches, it does not move 
sideways or upside down when foraging for 
insects. Rather, it circles the tree in an upward 
direction, as if it were ascending a spiral 
staircase, or it takes a straighter path up, 

then drops to the base of a nearby tree 

and starts working its way up again. 

The long decurved bill is an 

efficient tool for picking insects 

out of bark crevices, and the stiff 

tail feathers prop the bird upright sharp claws 
just as a woodpecker’s tail does. 

® SONG Call is a soft musical see- 

see-titi-see, similar to that of the 


white line 
over eyes 


= buff-streaked 
Golden-crow ned Kinglet, but Ps 
thinner. Call note is a soft thin sece. upperparts 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
Tame. Often joins mixed-species 
foraging flocks in winter. Forages for 
food by spiraling up tree, but does not 
move down or sideways. Hops back 
occasionally, but then moves on up. 
Eats various insects, larvae, seeds, and 
some nuts. Well camouflaged and 
difficult to spot; often escapes predators 

by pressing its body tightly against tree, 
spreading wings and tail, and remaining 
motionless. Fledglings roost in tight circle 

with heads in center of ring. 

e BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

e NESTING Incubation 13-17 days by female. 
Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 
13-16 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
@¢ POPULATION Fairly common in pine, spruce-fir, mixed 
coniferous-deciduous, swampy forests; declining in some areas. 

¢ FEEDERS Will come to 
feeders for mixture of nuts, 
peanut butter, suet, and 
cornmeal. Mixture can be put 
directly on tree trunk. 

@ CONSERVATION Nesting 
area threatened due to cutting 
of forest habitat. 


white underparts 


wings and coverts 
edged and tipped 
with buff and white 


long rufous tail 
with stiff pointed 
tail feathers at end 


Flight Pattern — 


Strong direct flights of short duration with 
rapid shallow wing beats. 


Twigs, moss, conifer needles, pieces of bark, and silk, lined with shredded bark 


and feathers ¢ in cavity of dead tree, or beneath piece of bark against tree, 
5-50) feet above ground ® built by both sexes; female does more * 4-8 white 


Nest Identification 
eggs, sparsely flecked with reddish brown and often wreathed; oval to short oval, 


Shape Location gy. SES 
9 = ate * ().6 x 0.46 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat A vz Migration Migratory Weight (9.3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family TROGLODYTIDAE 


CAROLINA WREN 


South Carolina’s state bird is sensitive to 
cold weather. Mild winters allow Carolina 
Wrens to expand their range northwards 
but most will not survive the next hard 
winter. Energetic, loud, and 
conspicuous, the largest wren in 
eastern North America is equally 

at home in moist deciduous 

woodlots, on the farm, or in 
shaded suburbs. Pairs 
stay together on their 
territories all year, and 
the male may sing at 
any time of day, any day of the 
year. The female often responds with 
a quick “growl” of 4shihrrr. 

e SONG A bold clear akettle tea-kettle 
teakettle or cherry, cherry, cherry. Each male has a 
repertoire of 25-40 or more songs that neighboring 
males match with a responding vocalization. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Most often in pairs. Sings from exposed perch. 
Usually stays hidden in undergrowth, but will emerge if it hears 
squeaking noises. Pokes into every nook and cranny, hopping 
with tail cocked over back. Eats mostly insects, larvae, and 
insect eggs, but will take small vertebrates, snails, berries, and 
some fruits. Common around human habitation; enters open 
buildings to inspect dark recesses for insects or spiders. Builds 
its bulky nest in any container large enough to hold it, from coat 
pockets and boots to buckets, flower baskets, and mailboxes. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Altricial young 
brooded by female; stay in nest 12-14 days, fed by both sexes 
but often tended by the male while female begins another 
clutch. 2 broods per year, often 3 in the South. 


Specles Th ryorhorus ludovicianus 


bold white 


stripe above eye 


rusty brown 
upperparts 
with dark 
brown bars on 
wings and tail 


¢ POPULATION Common. Numbers decrease in northern 
range after harsh winters, but overall population stable except in 
the Northeast and Midwest where it is recorded as declining. 


e FEEDERS AND 
Flight Pattern 


butter. Will use nest boxes, 
often filling several with 
dummy nests. 

® CONSERVATION Declines 
are of some concern. 


Direct flight somewhat weak and 
fluttering with shallow rapid wing beats. 


BIRDHOUSES Suet and peanut 


| bength 5.Sinches jth" 7. 75 inches 


long slightly 
decurved bill 


white chin, 
throat, and 
upper breast 


rich buffy underparts 


Similar Birds 


BEWwIck’s WREN 
Whitish underparts; 
long rounded tail edged 
with white spots; 
reddish brown to gray- 
brown upperparts; long 
white eye stripe; 
frequently flips long 
tail; voice differs. 


MARSH WREN 
White-striped back; 
long white eye stripe; 
white underparts 
washed rufous-buff on 
sides and flanks; habitat 
and voice differ. 


Nest Identification 


Shape @y @ Location & BNA 
a 2" i 


Stems, leaves, grasses, bark pieces, mosses, feathers, and snakeskin @ cavity of 
tree, stump, or bank; sometimes old woodpecker hole, rafter, mailbox, bird box, 
or almost any cavity * built by both sexes ¢ 4-8 white or light pink eggs, marked 
with brown; oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar |e ee ia Migration Nonmigratory | “80.7 ounce 


DATE TIME 


LOCATION 
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Family TROGLODYTIDAE ponraice Troglodytes aedon | *©"8tM 4.75 inches Wingspan 6_7 inches 


HOUSE WREN 2 


‘This plain bird has a wide range, breeding from 
southern Canada to Mexico. However, even though its 
range spread southward in the East throughout most 
of the 20th century, it is not currently found nesting 
in southeastern states. Despite Its SIZe, the House pale streak 
ren is highly competitive when searching for above eyes 
W highly petit h hing f Love eyes @ 
nesting territory. It often 
invades nests of other narrow black grayish i 
S Pees : upPeT Parts 
wrens and songbirds, barring on tail eee 
puncturing their narrow black 
ie barring on wings 
eggs and killing 
their young. When it 
comes to selecting a 
nesting site, the male 
begins building dummy 
nests in almost any 
available cavity in his 
territory, from natural cavities 
Ew ones B narrow black 
and nesting boxes to boots, barring on sides, 
cans, buckets, toolboxes, coat lower belly, and 
pockets, and mailboxes. Birds in CTUSSUM 
southeastern Arizona mountains have 
a buff supercilium, throat, and breast. 


narrow pale 
eye ring 


thin slightly 
decurved bill 


underparts 


¢ SONG Sings beautiful, trilling, energetic 
flutelike melody delivered in a gurgling outburst 
and repeated at short intervals. Call is rough scolding cheh-chef, often run into a scolding chatter. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Loud and conspicuous. Relatively tame and bold. Often 
cocks tail upward. Eats various insects, spiders, millipedes, and some snails. Male starts several 
dummy nests in territory as part of courtship, then female joins 
him to inspect them and selects one to complete for nest. 
Highly migratory except in extreme southwestern US. 
¢ BREEDING Usually monogamous but sometimes 3. 
polygamous. Males occasionally have 2 mates at same time. Rea ienbuck nani 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by female. Altricial young a on tail, flanks, and 
stay in nest 12-18 days. Brooded by female. Fed by both sexes Wadena, enoties 
tail; different voice. 
or female only. 2—3 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common in open woodlands, shrubs, farmlands, 
suburbs, gardens, and parks. 


Flight Pattern e FEEDERS Will nest in man- 


made bird boxes. 


¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Nestlings sometimes 
are affected by bluebottle fly 


Weak fluttering direct flight with rapid larvae and may die in nest. 
shallow wing beats. 


WINTER WREN 
Smaller; darker; 


Base made of sticks ¢ lined with hair, feathers, cocoons, and fine material 
e almost anywhere in cavity of tree, bird box, abandoned hole or nest, 
cow skull, pipes, watering cans, etc. ¢ male builds platform; female lines 
e 5-9 white eggs with brown flecks, occasionally wreathed; short rounded 
ovate to oval, 0.6 x 0.5 inches. 


Nest Identification 


Location a + rN 
ae fl 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ae oe wut Migration Most migrate Weight (4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape pe 
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Family TROGLODYTIDAE Species Tryolodyres troglodytes 


Length 4 inches Wingspan 6 inches 


WINTER WREN =a 
One of the smallest songbirds in North America, this short-tailed | 

wren nests primarily in the coniferous forests of Canada and the oy 
northern US, but it also resides along the Pacific Coast bee 
from central California to the Aleutians, and gray to brown 


superciliary stripe stubby tail 


in the Appalachians south to 
northern Georgia. It usually hides 
in thick undergrowth, but when 
excited it will fly up, perch, bob its 
head up and down, and deliver an 
alarm call or a rapid, cascading 
song that may last six to 

seven seconds and contain more 
than a hundred notes. ‘This is 

the only member of the wren 
family found in Europe. 


e SONG Male sings warbling 

melody of varied up-and-down 

notes with rapid trills; some notes 

high, thin, and silvery. Also has whisper 
song. Call is abrasive chirrr or tk-ttk-11k. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Often solitary; pairs 
in breeding season. Scampers on 
ground and in low trees while 
foraging, ducking in and out of 
root wads, in and around logs, into 
brush piles, and any opening or 
cranny large enough. Gleans food 
from surfaces, mostly insects, 
caterpillars, and berries. Sometimes will 
approach humans for bread crumbs. Bobs 
head and body and flicks tail, which is often 


dark brown 
upperparts with 
faint barring 


dark brown 
underparts 
heavy, dark brownish 
black barring on flanks, 
underparts, and tail 


cocked over back. Frequents habitats near water. ge House WREN 

¢ BREEDING Polygamous. me. Peatecniloneet (au less 
7 a : prominent barring on 

e NESTING Incubation 12-16 days by female. Altricial young belly, sides, and 

stay in nest 16-19 days, fed by female or both sexes. 1-2 broods oe eye stripe; 

per year. voice differs. 


@ POPULATION Abundant. West Coast, northwest montane, and 
southern Appalachian 

populations permanent; others 
highly migratory. 

¢ BIRDHOUSES Will roost in 

bird box. 

¢ CONSERVATION Vulnerable 

to habitat loss caused by logging 

operations. 


Weak fluttering flights of short duration 
on rapidly beating wings. 


Nest Identification . 


Shape po yy Od By 
Location na AR ol 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ee o.¢ Migration Most migrate 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Cavity filled with platform of sticks, covered with moss and grass, lined with 
hair and feathers ¢ in cavity of log or stump, under tree roots, and sometimes 
in building ¢ 0-6 feet above ground ¢ male builds 1-5 nests; female chooses 
¢ 4-7 white eggs with brown flecks concentrated at large end; oval, 


0.65 x 0.5 inches. 
Weight ().3 ounce 
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Family TROGLODYTIDAE Species Cj srorhorus platensis | ‘©°8Y 4.5 inches Wingspan 5 5_6 inches 


SEDGE WREN 
Camouflaged by its plumage, this wren brownish black 
stays hidden in dense marsh grasses, streaking on crown 
except when it perches to sing, which it 
sometimes does at night. The female 

chooses one of several rather well- Bron 
concealed nests built by the male, upperparts 
then lines 1t with materials of her 

choice. This wren ranges over 

much of the grasslands INC) EET 
and marshlands of white streaking on 
the central and back and scapulars 
north-central 
United States 
and south-central 
Canada, often 
going where the 
habitat is most suitable 

and often changing nesting 
areas from year to year. 

¢ SONG Sings a bold melody of 
single disconnected notes, followed by a rapid 
chatter of dry notes. Has call of chip-chip. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary on wintering grounds; often in 
pairs in small habitats; in small colonies in larger more 
favorable habitats. Secretive, staying down in the foliage 
except while singing, when it often ascends to a more 
exposed perch. Scampers on ground in wet meadows and 
in low brush, foraging for food. Eats mostly insects and 
spiders. Male builds several dummy nests and female chooses 
one; males will often destroy other bird’s eggs when they 
discover them, including those of other Sedge Wrens. 

¢ BREEDING Polygamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-16 days by female. Young altricial; 
stay in nest 12-14 days. Fed by both sexes, but female does 
more. 2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common in range but often very local; 
numbers may change from year to year. Rare in winter in New 


Mexico and casual to California 
Flight Pattern 


short 


slender bill 


whitish eyebrow 


buff to whitish 
short underparts 


barred tail 


Similar Birds 


MARSH WREN 

Larger; longer bill; dark 
crown; darker and more 
brown overall; unbarred 
rufous rump ® western 
birds have duller, paler 
plumage with less 
distinct white streaking 
on back ¢ eastern birds 


have richer browns and 
distinct back streaking. 


in fall migration. 

e CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant with some birds 
wintering in northeast Mexico. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss 
caused by agriculture. 


Weak fluttering flight with shallow, rapid 
wing beats; alternating several wing strokes 
with wings being drawn to sides; repeated. 


| Nest Identification Stems, grasses, and sedges ¢ lined with plant down, feathers, and fur ¢ on 
grasses or reeds, usually near water or marshy area ® (2 feet above ground in 


grass @ male builds several nests; female selects one and lines ¢ 4-8 white eggs; 


Sa # Locelti ny aaiet ult & oval to pyriform, 0.6 x 0.47 inches. 


PIUMAES Gases similar | Habitat yee i® uuu Migration Migratory WEIEN 03 ourice 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family TROGLODYTIDAE Species Cystorhorus palustris | “©8th 45-5 inches | WinesPan 5_5_7 inches 


MARSH WREN 

‘This bird usually stays hidden, but its song can 
be heard over the reeds and cattails of the 
marshlands. ‘he male builds several 

intricate globular-shaped nests, which have 
side doors; the female chooses one and 

adds the lining of shredded plants and 

feathers. he male often roosts in one 

of the dummy nests. Some males 


black cap 


bold white 
eye stripe 


Bee ee , ; long 
have more than one mate, with brown upperparts Bs 
each one occupying a small with black-and- Bill 


section of his territory. The white streaking 
black-and-white streaking on 
the back of the Marsh Wren is 
less distinct in western birds. 


black barring 
on wings 


whitish underparts 
with rufous-buff 
sides, flanks, and 


undertail coverts 


e SONG Sings a gurgling 

trilling melody, with rufous-brown 
western birds singing a HD 
harsher song than eastern 

birds. Call is an abrasive /e- 
suk-te-suk. WNestern birds may 

have more than 200 songs in 

their varied repertoire, while 

eastern males may have only 

around 70. 


» black barring 
on tail 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary; in pairs or small colonies, depending on 
the size and quality of the habitat. Often secretive, foraging for food in tall marsh grasses and 
reeds, where it gleans aquatic insects, larvae, caterpillars, snails, and sometimes other bird’s 
eggs. Males often sing from exposed perches or even skylark before dropping back into the 
cover of the thick vegetation; sometimes sing at night. Often 


enters the nests of other birds and destroys their eggs, Similar Birds 
sometimes having its own eggs destroyed in turn.  e=Sapen WHEN 

¢ BREEDING Polygamous. Colonial. - Smaller; shorter bill; 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-16 days by female. Young altricial; a, eR oe ae 
stay in nest 11-16 days, fed by both sexes, but female does ‘ Rene came 
more. 2 broods per year. rump; less distinct eye 


stripe; voice differs. 


¢ POPULATION Common despite loss of freshwater wetlands. 
Most populations are migratory, but some in the West and on the 


coasts, are nonmigratory year 
Flight Pattern 


round residents. 

© CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant; vulnerable to habitat 
lost to development, 
agriculture, wetland drainage. 


Weak fluttering flights, often of short 
duration; alternates several quick wing 
beats with brief pause and wings at sides. 


“ps . Reeds, grass, sedge, bulrushes for outer layer; grasses, reeds, and cattails for 
Nest Identification SNe wun ea ae AS Ne 
central cavity, lined with shredded soft materials © about 1—3 feet above water 


(but up to 15 feet) * male builds several nests, female selects and completes 


Shape & Location \ ! f ¢ 3-10 brown eggs, flecked with darker brown and sometimes wreathed; usually 
ovate, 0.7 x 0.55 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat 1 we seve Migration Migratory Weight ().4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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| Length 4 inches Wingspan 6 5_7 inches 


Family REGULIDAE 


SPECS Reoulus satrapa 


GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLET 
Living in dense coniferous forests, this tiny bird’s 
baseball-sized sphere-shaped nest 1s so small that its orange patch on 
clutch of half-inch eggs must be laid in two layers. ee as 
A tame bird, it will sometimes enter of 
human habitations and not try to 
escape if held. It often feeds in 
mixed-species foraging flocks 
with woodpeckers, creepers, 
chickadees, nuthatches, and 
others. Females and 
juveniles have a yellow short straight 
crown bordered by black. black bill 
e SONG Sings a song D-abitich 
beginning with 3-4 high-pitched ~— wing bars 
tsee, tsee, tsee notes, followed by a 
rapid trill. Call is a series of HAAG 
34 high-pitched fseé notes. whitish underparts 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
‘Tame. Flits wings as it hops along 
branches. Forages through dense 
foliage of trees to pick off food. Eats 
mainly insects, their eggs, and 
larvae; takes some seeds. Drinks 
tree sap, sometimes taking it from 
sapsucker drill wells. May hawk 
insects or hover briefly to glean 
them from trunk, branch, or foliage. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Solitary nester. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 
14-15 days by female. 
Young altricial; stay in 
nest 14-19 days, fed by both 
sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common in 
coniferous woodlands. Populations may 
drop after harsh cold seasons on winter range; 
long-term stable, with range 
expanding to northeast, Many 
: populations nonmigratory. 

¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 

migrant. Vulnerable to habitat 
Weak fluttering flight, alternating rapid 
shallow wing strokes with a brief pull of 
wings to sides. Hovers over food before 
dipping down to pick it up with beak. 


broad whitish 
stripe above eye 


olive-green 


upperparts 


black yellowish- 
edged tertials and 
secondaries 


yellow crown patch 


bordered by black 


Similar Birds 
RUBY-CROWNED 
KINGLET 

White eye ring instead 


of white stripe over eye; 


underparts are darker, 
dusky greenish yellow; 
olive-green crown and 
upperparts; different 
call ¢ only male has 
concealed red crown 
patch. 


FEMALE 


loss caused by logging, 
especially of mature coniferous 
forests. 


Lichen and moss, with lining of bark chips, rootlets, and feathers ¢ in branch 
of conifer, 30-60 feet above ground ¢ built by female * 5-11 creamy white to 
muddy cream eggs splotched brown or gray, usually wreathed; elliptical ovate, 


Stans q ‘y BOL aMOTS A 0.5 inch long. 
Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat oe we Migration Migratory Merent 0.2 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Nest Identification 
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Family REGULIDAE Species Regulus calendula 


RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET 


This small bird often is seen in mixed- 
species foraging flocks with creepers, 
nuthatches, titmice, warblers, and other 
kinglets. The red patch on the male’s 
crown usually is not visible, unless 
he becomes excited, at which time 
he flashes 1t open and the whole 


white eye 
ring 


short black 


crown seems to be gushing blood. bill 

The female and juvenile are similar 

to the male but lack the red patch. dusky buff 
This species is widely distributed to whitish 
in the boreal zone across northern underparts 


and western North America as a 

breeding bird, it is highly migratory. 

¢ SONG Series of high-pitched ssee, ssee notes, 
followed by several ew notes, followed by a 3-note 
trill of berty-liberty-liberty; an impressively long and 
loud song for such a small bird. Calls are emphatic 
Je-ditt and cack-cack. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Tame and active. 
Picks food off tree trunks, branches, and dense foliage; 
may hawk or hover to take food. Eats mainly insects, 
their eggs, and larvae. Also eats some 
fruits and seeds. Drinks tree 2 ephine 
sap, especially from the drill 
wells of sapsuckers. Has 
“nervous” habit of 

flicking wings when 
foraging, perhaps 

to startle insects 

into flinching and 

revealing themselves. 

@ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Altricial young 
leave nest at 10-16 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


wing bars 


yellowish edged 
secondaries and tertials 


FEMALE 


Length 4.25 inches _| Wingspan 6 75_7.5 inches 
=A 


small, often concealed, | 
red patch on crown 


olive-green 


upperparts 


MALE 


Similar Birds 


GOLDEN-CROWNED 
KINGLE1 

White stripe above eye; 
paler underparts; song 
differs ¢ male has 
orange crown patch with 
yellow and black border 
¢ females and juveniles 
have yellow crown patch 
with black border. 


HUuTTON’sS VIREO 
Stockier; larger head; 
stout bill; pale lores; 
olive-gray upperparts; 
secondaries and tertials 
lack yellow edging; does 
not flick wings; white 
eye ring broken above 
eyes; voice differs 

¢ western range. 


¢ POPULATION Common and widespread in coniferous and 
mixed conifer-deciduous forests. Studies indicate that populations 
may be regulated by conditions 
on the wintering grounds. 
¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
Weak fluttering flight with shallow wing 
beats, alternating several quick strokes 


migrant. Vulnerable to habitat 
lost to logging operations. Rare 
cowbird host. 


with brief periods of wings folded to sides. 
Hovers over branches to pick off food. 


Nest Identification Moss, lichen, down, twigs, and dead leaves, lined with finer materials, including 


feathers ¢ hanging from tree branch, 2-100 feet above ground ¢ built by female 


Shape Ge 9 Location gy. 


wreathed; elliptical ovate to oval, 0.5 inch long. 


¢ 5-11 creamy white to muddy cream eggs, splotched with brown or gray, usually 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat 9.@ Migration Migratory Weight ().2 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Pofigntila caerulea | ‘®€ 4.25 inches Wingspan 5 75_6.5 inches 
ZZEN 


BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER 


‘This slender bird can be seen in the East black line on sides 
foraging in the foliage of tall trees; in the of crown 
West it can be seen in thickets or 
chaparral. Females are similar 
to males but have less blue 

in their plumage and, like 
the juvenile male, lack 


bluish gray 
upperparts 


the black line on the white long black tail 
sides of the crown. The ene with white 
outer feathers 


high thin speee, speee, speee 
notes, sounding like the 

calls of a baby bird, may 
attract attention before the 
tiny bird is seen. 

e SONG Sings a low-pitched 
trilling zee-you, zee-you, heard 
infrequently. Its call, which is 
given often, 1s a pwee or spece, 
inflected like a question. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or 

in pairs. Forages in 
trees, shrubs, or 
thickets. Eats 
insects, their eggs, 
and larvae. Flicks 
long tail open and 
from side to side. 


white underparts 


BLACK-TAILED 
GNATCATCHER 
Smaller; mostly black 
inner web of outer 
rectrices; smaller bill; 
white tips on graduated 
tail feathers; different 
call © male has black 
cap extending down to 
white eye ring. 


white eye 
ring pale blue-gray 


upperparts 


FEMALE 


Forages near long black slightly BLACK-CAPPED 

branch tips. Catches ae GNATCATCHER 

: . : while outer lal / ” i]. 

insects in flight. Ma More graduated tail; 
g y feathers longer bill with gray 


hover briefly above 
food before taking it in 
its bill. Disturbance of the nest early in nest building may cause 
the pair to dismantle it and rebuild on another site. 

e BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 


e NESTING Incubation 13 days by both sexes. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 10-12 days, fed by both sexes. 


1 brood per year; 2 in far south. 
¢ POPULATION Common. 
Population increasing and range 
=a====--~-=~----- expanding northeasterly. 
¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Common victim of 
cowbird parasitism. 


below base; more brown 
in wings ® male has 
black cap extending 
below eyes and lacks 
white eye ring ® rare in 
spring and summer in 
southeast Arizona. 


white underparts 


Weak fluttering direct flight with shallow 
wing beats, often of short duration. 


Fine plant fibers, with lining of bark pieces and finer materials; covered with 
lichen bound by spider silk ¢ saddled on branch or in fork of tree, usually 
3-25 feet above ground ® built by both sexes ¢ 4-5 pale blue to bluish white 


Nest Identification 
eggs, usually flecked with browns, occasionally wreathed; oval to short oval, 


Shape Location 
ad = 0.6 x 0.44 inches. 
Plumage Sexes differ Habitat 9¢ @ a2 % ww m | Meratio Migratory Weight () 2 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Viglia sialis 


Family TP URDIDAE 


EASTERN BLUEBIRD 


‘This brightly colored bird inhabits open woodlands, 
meadows, and fields. Its population has been in serious 
decline due to competition from other birds for its 
nesting holes, as well as occasional severe snowstorms in 
the South that kill them in great numbers. Juveniles 
show gray-brown upperparts with white spotting 


on the back, a brownish chest with white 
scalloping, a white belly and crissum, a 
white eye ring, and a bluish tail and wings. 
e SONG Sings melodic chur chur-lee chur-lee. 
Male gives call of true-a-/, true-a-ly. 

e BEHAVIOR Pairs, family groups, or small 
flocks. Gregarious in winter, often forming 
large flocks and roosting communally in 
natural cavities or nest boxes at night. Forages 
in open from low perches. Flies from perch to 
ground and forages for food. Eats mostly 
insects, earthworms, and spiders but also 
takes snails, lizards, and frogs. In winter 

eats mostly berries and seeds. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
In pairs and small groups. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 
12-14 days by female. 
Altricial young stay in 
nest 15-20 days; 
brooded by female, 
fed by both sexes. 

2-3 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION 
Fairly common, but 
declined by more than 
90 percent in 20th century. 
Adversely affected by severe winters. 
¢ FEEDERS AND BIRDHOUSES Peanut 
butter—cornmeal mixture and commercial 
bluebird food. Nests in man-made bird boxes. 


Flight Pattern 


pray 


upperparts 


white eye 
ring 


pale chestnut § 
throat, breast, * 
sides, and 


flanks 


white belly e—~ 
and undertail x 
coverts 


Relatively slow direct flight with shallow, 
somewhat jerky wing beats. Sallies from 
perch to catch insect in air. 


bright blue 
upperparts 


¢ CONSERVATION European 
Starling, House Sparrow, and 
other’s intrude on nesting sites. 
Many nesting sites lost to 
cutting cavity trees. Bird boxes 
have helped recovery, especially 
those with proper hole sizes and 
predator guards. 


Length 7_7.75 inches | Wingspan 41 _5_13 inches 


MALE 


reddish 

brown chin, 
throat, and 
sides of neck 


reddish 
brown breast, 
sides, and 
flanks 


white belly and 


undertail coverts 


WESTERN BLUEBIRD 
Blue throat and sides of 
neck; chestnut-red 


breast, sides, and flanks; 
pale grayish belly and 


crissum; rusty brown 
back ¢ female has 
gray-rusty brown tinge 


blue wings, 
rump, and tail 


on nape and back 


® western range. 


Nest Identification 


Grass, weed stems, pine needles, twigs, and occasionally hair or feather © in 
abandoned woodpecker hole, natural hollow in tree or stump, or bird box 


Shape Be ip 
Location ee aie af ii 


Plumage Sexes differ Boulet alge 3 Migration Some migrate | “e'8 1.1 ounces 


2-50) feet above ground ® built by female ¢ 2-7 light blue or white eggs; 
subelliptical to short subelliptical, 0.8 x 0.64 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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VEERY 7 ree 
‘This bird is named for the lovely ethereal I. | 
downward-slurring song of the male, which is | = 
heard at sunset, a repeated veer-u. It is one 4 
of the most splendid songs of any bird 

in North America. Its tawny and buff 
plumage serves as camouflage in indistinct 

the forest it calls home. The grayish eye ring 
Veery is the least spotted of 
North America’s brown- 
backed thrushes, with the 


; APE 
SPecles Carharus fuscescens 


tawny reddish 
brown upperparts 


black upper 
mandible 


western populations slightly weiss 
more spotted than the | 
eastern ones. This bird creamy pink 


lower mandible 


haunts shaded moist with black tip 


woodlands with dense to 
scattered understory. 

¢ SONG Sings pleasant liquid 
descending wveer-u, veer-u, veer- buff breast with 
uw, with each note sung lower, pale tawny 
repeated frequently with brown spotting 
variation in phrasing. Call is 

harsh down-slurred veer; Summer white underparts 
evenings, woodlots and forests fill 

with the song of one singer cascading 

into that of another; the chorus at twilight is 

one of the truly beautiful sounds of nature in the Northwoods. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Somewhat shy and retiring. 
Forages on ground and in trees; swoops from low perch to take 
prey on ground, or gleans food from branches, foliage, or 
ground. Eats various insects, caterpillars, spiders, berries, and 
fruit. Agitated birds flick wings and raise small crest. Both sexes 
guard and defend young. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 10-12 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; remain in nest 10 days, fed by both sexes. 

1 brood per year (sometimes 2 in the South). 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common but numbers declining due to 
habitat loss on breeding and 


Flight Pattern wintering grounds. 
¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 


migrant. Common nest host to 
Brown-headed Cowbird. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
deforestation. 


creamy pink 
legs and feet 


Similar Birds 


Woop ‘THRUSH 
salt Larger; dark spotting 
ae on breast, sides, and 
upper belly; rufous on 
upperparts, brightest on 
nape and crown; black 
streaking on face; white 
eye ring. 


HERMIT THRUSH 
¥  Olive- to russet-brown 
“@ upperparts; pale grayish 


white underparts with 
blackish brown spots 
and speckles; reddish 


brown tail and rump; 


white eye ring, 


Relatively swift direct flight with 
somewhat hesitant motion on rapidly 
beating wings. 


Nest Identification 


Shape pg Gy Location mm ap & 


Grass, bark strips, weed stems, twigs, and moss, with lining of soft bark and 
dry leaves @ atop platform on dry ground, sheltered by shrubs, grasses, or 
weeds; sometimes in low tree or shrub, 0-6 feet above ground @ built by 


female ¢ 3-5 pale blue eggs, usually unmarked; subelliptical to short 
subelliptical, 0.9 x 0.65 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Fabitat oe ope Migration Migratory WeigM 1.1 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family TURDIDAE Species Cgrparus minimus | “©°8th 77.75 inches | Wingspan 11.5-13.5 inches 


GRAY-CHEEKED THRUSH | | 


This bird is a truly long-distance migrant. Each spring | 
some of its population fly from southern Brazil to a 
Alaska, across the Bering Strait, and on to their Wh eos 5 
nesting grounds in eastern Siberia. Others spread gray eye ring 
across the arctic tundra and northern taiga 

from Alaska to Newfoundland. It has the 

most northern nesting range of any olive-gray brown 
spotted thrush. In migration it can UPPED 
be found in almost any habitat 
from woodlots to city parks. 
The Newfoundland race has 
warmer-toned upperparts 

with a sepia back. 


black upper 
mandible 


ai 


black lower 
mandible with 


yellowish pink base 


gray cheeks 


i v 
thin oboelike V breast and throat, with 


phrases, somewhat ge black-brown spots 


grayish white 
underparts 


SWAINSON’S ‘THRUSH 
Conspicuous eye ring; 
browner upperparts; 
buffy lores, cheeks, 
throat, and upper 
breast; buffy underwing 
linings; different voice. 


like the Veery, but pink legs and feet 
middle phrases rise 
and first and last ones drop, 


wheeoo-titi-wheeoo. Call is a thin BICKNELL’S THRUSH 


high abrasive péreu. Vocal at dawn and especially at dusk. Formerly considered 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Shy and retiring, often staying ee 
in the dense understory and thickets. More heard than seen. wtenaalien wanner 
Feeds on spiders, caterpillars, earthworms, various insects, and brown tones on — 
even small crayfish. In fall migration, feeds more on berries and EpPe Dams especially 

Raa on tail and rump; more 
some truits. extensive yellow on 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. lower mandible 

as BAe e limited range in 

¢ NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by female. Young altricial; ne a ee 


brooded by female; stay in nest 11-13 days. Fed by female. * best separated by 

1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common; southern breeding populations 
declining due to loss of habitat. 


Flight Pattern © CONSERVATION 


Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
on both breeding grounds and 
wintering areas to habitat loss 
from logging operations and 


Relatively swift direct flight with forest fragmentation. 
somewhat jerky wing strokes. 


Nest Identification Grass, sedge, bark, weed stems, twigs, and moss, with lining of grass, leaves, and 


fine rootlets ¢ on low branch of tree or shrub, usually 0-10 feet above ground 


but as high as 20 feet) ¢ built by female ¢ 3-6 greenish blue to pale blue eggs, 
Shape @@ Location ( ae : : Bs 
ay = = most often speckled brown; oval to short oval, 0.9 x 0.65 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | MPtst ge) ee Migration Migratory Weight 1.2 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Carharus bicknelli | ©°8tM 6.25 inches Wingspan 1011 inches 
ZEA 


BICKNELL’S THRUSH 


Except when the male perches at the asi upper mandible 

top of a tree to sing, this shy bird olive-brown with pale base 

remains hidden in trees and bushes. head and back ae 

It is a long-distance migrant that 

until recently was considered a 

subspecies of the Gray-cheeked 

Thrush, from which it is olive-brown 

difficult to separate in the WINGS @ 

field. Its eastern breeding 

range in the northeastern 

US, southeastern Canada, 

and the Maritimes helps to 

isolate it for identification 

purposes from the 

more northern and orayish wash 

widespread Gray- on flanks 

cheeked Thrush. 

e SONG A raspy 

thin nasal whistled 

descending series sepia-tinged 

of trilling phrases, ia es 
rump 

somewhat like a 

Veery, in 3 parts, 

with the first 

and last parts 

rising. Call is a 

2-syllabled down- 

slurred vee-ah. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Shy and 

retiring, often retreating to dense cover when approached. 

Feeds primarily on ground or low in understory or trees. Eats 

mainly insects, their larvae, spiders, and earthworms, which it 

picks from the ground or gleans from branches and foliage. In 


indistinct grayish 
aero 
AL yellowish lower 
mandible with 
black tip 


buffy breast with 
brown speckles and spots 


whitish to buff belly 
and undertail coverts 


Similar Birds 


GRAY-CHEEKED ‘THRUSH 
Larger; olive-gray 
upperparts; olive-brown 
tail; gray cheeks; gray 
wash on breast, sides, 
and flanks; yellow on 
lower mandible less 
extensive; voice differs. 


SWAINSON’S ‘THRUSH 
Conspicuous eye ring; 
browner upperparts; 
buffy lores, cheeks, 
throat, and upper 


breast; buffy underwing 


fall, eats more berries and fruit. linings; yellow on lower 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. mbar osaees 


extensive; voice differs. 


e NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; first flight at 11-13 days, fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. 


¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 

migrant. Vulnerable on both 
breeding and wintering grounds 
to habitat loss due to ttmbering 
operations and forest 


Relatively swift direct flight with fragmentation. Host to nest 
somewhat jerky wing strokes. parasitism by cowbirds. 


Nest Identification : rss : 
Grasses, leaves, bark, mud, and mosses, with no lining or a few leaves ® in tree, 


about 3-20 feet above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 3-6 greenish blue to pale blue 


Shape wy Location dy Me & eggs, with faint blotches of brown; oval to short oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | “abitat o¢ eg Migration Migratory Weight Undetermined 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family TUuRDIDAE Species Corharus ustulatus 


SWAINSON’S THRUSH 


Named for 19th-century British ornithologist 
William Swainson, this bird migrates through 
North America from its nesting grounds in 
Canada and mountainous eastern and 
western US to its winter home in the 

tropics. Migrating at night, flocks of 

these birds give plaintive, Spring 

Peeper-like calls in the darkness Fo cenoan 
as they pass overhead. It often upperparts 
travels in mixed flocks with 
other thrushes, vireos, and 
wood warblers. In flight 
these birds show buff 
underwing linings. 
e SONG Sings 
upward series of 
thin, musical, 
varied whistling 
notes repeated at 
intervals without pink legs and feet 
change. Call is liquid 

whit similar to the dripping 

sound of a leaky faucet. 

e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Shy 

and retiring. Feeds more in trees than 

other spotted brown thrushes. Picks food off 
leaves, catches some insects in air, and forages for 

food on ground. Eats insects, snails, and earthworms. In fail 
migration eats more fruits and berries. A habitat generalist 
during migration; prefers conifers and mixed conifer-deciduous 
forests for nesting. In agonistic displays flicks wings and raises 
crest. More often heard than seen. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Altricial young 
stay in nest 10-13 days. Brooded by female. Fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. 


Length 7 inches WingsPaN 11.5 inches 


>» 


prominent buff 
eye TIN @ black bill with 
pinkish yellow 
base to lower 
mandible 


buff chin, 
cheeks, and throat 


buff breast with 
brownish spots 


whitish gray 
underparts 


Similar Birds 


GRAY-CHEEKED THRUSH 


* Larger; gray cheeks; 
ye §=—S— bu ff-gray wash on 


<< ~~ spotted breast; gray 
wash on sides and 
flanks; olive-gray 
upperparts; indistinct 
eye ring; different voice. 


BICKNELL’S ‘THRUSH 
Smaller; more brown 
upperparts; tawny 
brown on rump and tail; 
more extensive yellow 
on lower mandible; 
different voice 

¢ northeastern range. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in most woodlands as well as 

coniferous forests. Abundant in 
[rire ein 

¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Vulnerable to habitat 
loss from logging and 
deforestation on breeding and 
Relatively swift direct flight with rapid wintering grounds. 


wing beats. 
Sticks, moss, leaves, plant fibers, and bark with occasional middle layer of mud 
¢ lined with lichens, dried leaves, and rootlets ® on branch close to trunk of 


Nest Identification 
conifer, or occasionally in other trees or shrubs, 0-40 feet (usually 4-20 feet) 


Shape @y Location gy. a ca above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 3-5 pale blue eggs usually flecked with 
browns; oval to short oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


oe ea vey [ane 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes similar 
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DATE TIME LOCATION 


: eee eee aS MU oun : : ; 

Family TURDIDAE | Sais Catharus guttatus if, Length 6 75 inches Wingspan 11.5 inches 
HERMIT THRUSH | 
Often considered to have one of the most beautiful L 
songs of all North American birds, the Hermit Thrush il 
lives in habitats with coniferous and deciduous trees os 
and along forest edges. It is Vermont’s state bird and distinct white 
the only brown-backed spotted thrush to winter in eye TINE blackish upper 


the US. Color variations exist across its broad mandible 


breeding range: northern Pacific Coast 


races are smaller and darker with HESLE OID 
gray flanks; western mountain Tusset-bTO@N 
races are larger and paler also UDPU DATES black-tipped 


lower mandible 
with pinkish 


yellow at base 


with gray flanks; and eastern 
races are brownish gray 
with buff-brown flanks. 


¢ SONG Song begins buff wash on 


with long clear low reddish breast and throat 
ainealal: ; allen brown tail 
utelike note and then jig pump 


rises with delicate 
ringing tones ending in 
thin, silvery notes; each 
phrase is repeated, and 
the pitch differs from 
that of the previous song. 
Call note is chuck, often 
doubled; also gives upslurred whee. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Often curious and 
approachable. Responds to pishing sound or imitations of 


pale grayish white 
underparts with 

blackish brown spots 
es legs and speckles 
and feet 


Eastern Screech-Owl by coming close, flicking wings, raising A Reddish Masi a 
crest, and raising and lowering tail. Often slightly raises and : Sa ace aa 

5 . 5 spotting on breast; 
lowers tail upon landing. Sometimes hovers above food on ineononicnoucrerc 
branch or foliage and picks it off with beak. Forages on ground ring; different voice. 
for various insects, insect larvae, and other small invertebrates, Woop THRUSH 
including earthworms and snails. Also eats berries and some Reddish brown 
fruit, especially in autumn migration and winter. upperparts; brightest 

on crown and nape; 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. heavy black spotting 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Altrical young Gn underparcs; 


ie 5 different voice. 
remain in nest 12 days; brooded by female, fed by both sexes. 


2—3 broods per year. 


a a ¢ POPULATION Fairly 
A . ‘Flight Pattern. i Mi | common. Breeding range is 


— extending southward in 
southern Appalachians. 

® CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon host to cowbirds. 


Rather swift direct flight with rapid wing 
beats. Sometimes hovers briefly over prey 
before dipping to pick it up. 


| Weeds, rotted wood, twigs, mud, and other fine materials ¢ lined with moss and 
grass ® on ground or low on branch of tree 0-8 feet above ground ¢ occasionally 


nests in rafters of mountain buildings ¢ built by female ¢ 3-6 greenish blue eggs 
Shape @ Location sm $\%. & usually unmarked but sometimes with black flecks; oval to short oval, 
0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | H@bitat eae %.¢ Migration Most migrate | Weight 1.1 ounces 
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Species Hy/ycichla mustelina | ©?" 7,75-8 inches | Wingspan 1314 inches 


Woop THRUSH 


In early spring, the peaceful flutelike songs of 


the males are heard throughout the nesting white Se 
. : g é . SUTTOUNAS LAT Ze 
territory, announcing their arrival. It bright russet “nek eye 8 
: : nape and ress ds 
frequents moist forests or large Hes black bill with 
woodlots, but also can be seen in LEE Poin creamy pink base to 


parks, towns, and country gardens. upperparts lower mandible 


When this heavy-bodied big- 
eyed short-tailed thrush ts 
agitated, it lifts the feathers 
on its head like a crest. 
‘The song, one of the 

most beautiful thrush 
songs, 1s given before 
daybreak, but is most 
prolonged at dusk, when 
the singer perches high creamy pink a 
above ground and delivers it legs and feet #——> 
in leisurely fashion, rising and 

falling, until darkness silences him. 

e SONG A serene flutelike series of 

triple phrases, the middle note lower than 

the first, the last note highest and trilled, ce-o0-/ee, 
ee-o-lay. Call is an abrasive guirt or rapid pit, pit, pit. 


black streaking 
on white face 


: i 
= large black 


Spots on breast, 


sides, and flanks 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Somewhat shy and retiring 
but may feed in the open on wooded lawns. Feeds on ground or 
in trees close to ground, gleaning food from ground or from 
branches and foliage. Eats various insects, spiders, and fruits; 
feeds largely on fruits and berries in fall migration. In courtship, 
male chases female in series of fast twisting circling flights 
within the male’s territory. ‘Territorial in winter. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

e NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; remain in nest 12 days, fed by both sexes. 
1—2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in moist deciduous or mixed 
deciduous-conifer woodlands, often near water. Casual in the 
West during migration. 


VEERY 
Smaller; uniform 
reddish brown 
upperparts; lacks black 
spotting of underparts; 
longer tail; voice 


differs. 


HERMIT THRUSH 
Smaller; rich brown to 
“Ss ~ —_ gray-brown upperparts; 


buff wash on breast; 
dark spotting confined 
to throat and upper 
breast; rufous rump and 
tail; voice differs. 


¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Population declining in 
recent decades due to nest 
parasitism by cowbirds, forest 
fragmentation on breeding 

5 =o ; rounds, and habitat loss on 
Relatively swift direct flight on rapidly 8 : ari ee - : 
beating wings. Flights in woodlots often wintering grou nds in Central 
of short duration. America. 


Nest Identification Moss, mud, and dried leaves, with lining of fine rootlets ¢ in fork of tree or 


shrub, usually 6-50 feet above ground (but generally 6-12 feet) ¢ built by female 


Flight Pattern 


e 2-5 unmarked pale blue or bluish green eggs; short oval to short subelliptical, 


Shape Location 
pe @ = = dy slightly pointed at end, 1.0 x 0.75 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | "2°at ap 6.¢ @ Migration Migratory Weight 1.7 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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ene 


eveay At SHER Re : Bs Wie 
Specles Tyrdus migratorius 


Family PURDIDAE 


AMERICAN ROBIN 


In many areas this bird is considered a sign of spring, though it 
is a year-round resident in most of its US range. It is among the blackish 
most common, widely distributed, and most well-known ae 
birds in North America. Juveniles are similar to adults 

but have heavily spotted underparts and white broken white 
spotting and edging on the back and shoulders. eye FINg 


yellow bill 


white throat 


e SONG A bold gurgling leisurely sing-song ia cere Sy aa 


cheerily cheer-up cheerio, with phrases often gray upperparts 
repeated. Has rapid call of twt-tut-fut or 


hip-hip-hip. brick 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Gregarious FOTIA 
after breeding season; in winter often in flocks 

and roosts communally with other species. Eats MALE 


earthworms, insects, and berries. Berries and 
fruits are principal diet in winter. 
Defensive of nest site and young. 
Adapted to human disturbance, 
especially agricultural areas and the 
combination of shade trees and 
lawns. Running-stopping foraging 
style in fields and lawns. 


white lower 
belly and 

blackish tail undertail coverts 
has white outer 


COTNETS 


dark brownish 


° BREEDING Monogamous. gray head yellow 
Solitary. Sometimes observed bill 
in loose colonies. ; 

‘ Nestnhul- 
¢ NESTING Incubation _ dark brownish orange breast 
12-14 days. by female. Altricial OA IEEE - 


JUVENILE 
young brooded by female; stay 


in nest 14-16 days; female does 

more feeding. Male often tends 

first brood while female begins 

to incubate second clutch. 

2-3 broods per year in south; 

FV aOREIL: Wing coverts; gray head 
and tail; heavy streaking 

¢ POPULATION Abundant and widespread in variety of on throat; yellow bill; 

habitats, including forests, woodlands, gardens, and parks. ee ce 

¢ FEEDERS AND BIRDHOUSES Will come to feeders for —— 

breadcrumbs. Attracted to birdbaths. Uses nesting shelves. 

—— ¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 

Flight Pattern migrant. Becoming more 

sa common in the Midwest and 

onto the Great Plains with 

planting of shelter belt trees 

and irrigation. Vulnerable to 

pesticide poisoning in the 

food chain. 


ij ‘ t Px 
Similar Birds 
RUFOUS-BACKED ROBIN 


FEMALE Rufous chest, back, and 


Swift rapid direct flight on strongly 
beating wings. 


Nest Identification Grasses and mud, with lining of fine grass @ in all areas of tree, but with shelter 
—- ——- from rain, or in building or nest shelf * female does more building ¢ 3-7 pale 


. —= blue eggs, occasionally white, usually unmarked, but occasionally flecked with 
Shape q Location ni a Ye] , ; ae ; ane: 
® dy et ig brown; oval to short oval, 1.1 x 0.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat oe 96 Jf om am | Migration \isratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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i | . RY i s} ae = * =) 
Family MIMIDAE | Species Dumerella carolinensis | “PEN 8 5-9 inches | Wingspan 4 1_12 inches 


GRAY CATBIRD 


Its black cap, long tail, and gentle mewing calls are helpful in identifying this 
tame gray bird. Frequenting thick undergrowth and bushes, it will reside in 
summer in the ornamental shrubs, thickets, and hedges in farmyards and 
towns. An accomplished songster with the quality of the other members of 
the mimic thrush family, it patterns its song with phrases, some squeaky, 
some melodious, but none repeated. ‘The song is often interrupted 
with catlike mewing notes. This bird migrates at night. 

Although primarily migratory, birds on 
the coastal plain are nonmigratory. 


Slate-gray 
upperparts 


black tail 


black cap 


——~e reddish chestnut 
undertail coverts 


short dark bill 


¢ SONG A mixture 

of sweet to melodious, 
thin to squeaky, and 
sometimes abrasive 
pharases mixed with pauses. 
Does not repeat phrases like 
other eastern mimic thrushes. 
Some individuals mimic sounds 
of other birds, amphibians, and machinery, and incorporate them into their song. Distinctive 
mew notes often included in the phrases. Has call of quiet mew. Also a harsh quit or chack. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Often stays low in thick bush and is easily overlooked. 
Relatively tame, frequently allowing a close approach. Sings from an exposed perch; sometimes 
sings at night. Often cocks tail upward and flicks from side to side. Gleans food from branches 
and foliage and picks it from ground. Eats mostly insects, spiders, berries, and fruits. Strongly 
defends nest and nestlings from predators and intruders. Uncommon cowbird host; recognizes 
their eggs and ejects them from nest. Often in loose flocks with other species in winter. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 10-11 days, fed by both sexes No other bird in its range is slate gray 
but more by male. 2 broods per year. above and below with a long tail. 

¢ POPULATION Common. 


Flight Pattern | 


Swift direct flight on rapid wing beats 
over some distance; short flights often 

with several rapid wing beats and a short 
period with wings pulled to sides. 


pale gray 
underparts 


Similar Birds 


¢ FEEDERS Cheese, bread, 
raisins, cornflakes, milk, cream, 
currants, peanuts, and crackers. 
@ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon cowbtrd host. 


Nest Identification 


Grass, stems, twigs, and leaves, lined with fine materials ¢ in shrub or tree, 
3-10 feet above ground (as high as 50 feet) ¢ built by both sexes but female does 


Shape ae EocaEOn me ay more ¢ 2-6 dark blue-green eggs; subelliptical, 0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


Plumase Sexes similar | Mehl @® « uf Migration Most migrate | WEE 1.3 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Wimus polyglottos | ‘®°8h 10 inches Wingspen 1315 inches 


er 


NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD 


‘True to its scientific name, po/yg/ottos, meaning “many 
tongued,” this bird imitates dozens of other birds, as we 
well as other animals, insects, machinery, and even medium gray 
musical instruments. Traditionally considered a upperparts 
southern bird, it has adapted to a wide range DENTE 
of habitats, from lush southern plantation wing bars 
gardens to dry cactus land. Although ry ore 
nonmigratory over most of its <i , blackish 
range, northernmost 7 et bill 
populations do 
migrate. When 
sparring with a rival long blackish gray tail 
or when in flight, the with white outer feathers 
large white wing patches 
and the white outer tail feathers large white 
flash conspicuously. Juveniles have Ge ie 
) hlackish wings 
underparts spotted with gray-browns. 


gray-while 
underparts 


¢ SONG Perches to sing a variety of original 

and imitative sounds, each repeated 3-5 (or more) times. 

Also has an evening “whisper song.” Call is a bold abrasive 
check. Often flutters skyward while singing and tumbles back 
to perch. May sing well into the night or, on moonlit nights or 
under the glow of a security light, may sing all night. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Conspicuous. Forages on 
ground and in bushes and trees. Lifts wings straight up with a 
jerky snap to bring insects out of hiding. Eats various insects 


and fruit. Very defensive during breeding season, especially BAHAMA MOCKINGBIRD 
close to the nest or young. Will attack larger birds and mammals Bane aes 

‘ ' S defend ; : eee Ds wing patches; browner 
that come too near. Sexes defend separate winter feeding f ipperpanieostenune 
territory. Has adapted well to disturbed habitats created by man “ on neck and flanks; 
and thrives in suburbs, towns, villages, and farmlands. white-tipped tail 


‘ : * eastern range. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Long-term pair 
‘TOWNSEND’S SOLITAIRE 


bonds. Males perform display where they face one another and 

: . ¢ : q Darker gray; white eye 
hop sideways, trying to keep other birds out of territory. | Fae ial Gane perches 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Young altricial; f shorter bill; white outer 
brooded by female; stay in nest 11-13 days, fed by both sexes. fail sestiiers: 
2-3 broods per year. 


Flight Pattern 


Long flight is swift and strong on steadily 
beating wings. Shorter flights with several 
quick wing strokes alternated with wings 
pulled to sides; repeated. 


Nest Identification Sticks, stems, bits of fabric, dead leaves, and string, lined with finer materials 
¢ set in fork on branch of tree or shrub, usually 3-10 feet above ground ® built 


¢ POPULATION Common. 
Range is expanding north, 
particularly to the Northeast. 
Casual north of the mapped 
distribution range, sometimes 
as far north as Alaska. 

¢ FEEDERS Will come for 
bread, suet, and raisins. 


by both sexes ¢ 2-6 blue-green eggs, with splotches of brown; oval to short 


Shape Location + pete 
Pew > oval, occasionally short subelliptical, 1.0 x 0.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat @ @ uw se a ww & | Midration Nonmigratory | Vest 1.7 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family MIMIDAE Species Toxgsroma rufum | ‘©€ 11.5 inches Wingspan 12 514 inches 


BROWN THRASHER 


‘This shy bird becomes highly aggressive when 

defending its young, often charging toward the head 

of any intruder. The male bird sings from an 

exposed perch, sometimes quite high. It 1s able to 

imitate other birds but most often sings its own 

song, which is a curious mixture of musical 

phrases. Its bright rufous upperparts and 

heavily streaked underparts distinguish Rey 
this species from all other thrashers in upperparts 
its range. Although primarily migratory, 
birds in the South do not migrate. 

e SONG Male sings conversation- 

like phrases of /e//o, hello, yes, yes, 

who is this? Who 1s this? I should say, 


I should say, with the varied Co alice 
phrases being given in two’s wing bars 


and three’s. Reported to have 
the largest song repertoire of 
all North American birds 
with more than 1,100 song 
types recorded. Call is a 

bold smack or churr. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or 
in pairs. Highly terrestrial; 
forages on or near ground for 
food. Finds insects by digging 
with bill. Eats mainly insects, 
small amphibians, fruit, and 
some grains. Runs quickly on 
ground; turns over leaves and 
moves debris with bill. 
Frequents dense brush, early 
successional stage woodlots, and forest edges. Has adapted to 
living in shrubby ornamental vegetation of suburbs and gardens. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 
e NESTING Incubation 11-14 days by both sexes. Young 
altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 9-13 days, fed by both 
sexes. 2-3 broods per year. 


long reddish 
brown tail 


Flight Pattern 


fairly common. Rare in the 
+ | «ts x 4 Vx_| Maritimes and in the West. 
¢ FEEDERS Will sometimes 
tend feeders for raisins, suet, 
and bread. 


Rather fast flight on shallow wing beats. 
Short flights are made with several rapid 
wing beats alternated with brief periods 
with wings pulled to sides; repeated. 


long decurved brownish 
black bill with paler 


base to lower mandible ee rie 


Similar Birds 


@ POPULATION Common to 


deep 


yellow eyes 


pale buff to 
white underparts 
with heavy 
streaking 


LONG-BILLED 
‘THRASHER 

More brownish gray 
upperparts; darker 
streaking on creamy 
white underparts; 

2 white wing bars; 


longer, more decurved 


bill; reddish orange eye; 


long gray-brown tail. 


Nest Identification Sticks, grasses, and dried leaves, lined with fine grasses @ in bush, on ground, or 


in low tree, usually 1-10 feet above ground ® built by both sexes ® 2-6 pale 


bluish white or white eggs, with pale brown specks, occasionally wreathed; oval 


Shape Location \ 
P wow = = dy to short oval, 0.1 x 0.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Wabitat > @ Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Weight 2.4 ounces 
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Family STURNIDAE Species Sryrnus vulgaris Length 8.5 inches Wingspan 15 5 inches 


EUROPEAN STARLING — 


‘This chunky Eurasian species was introduced to North America in 1890 in 
New York City’s Central Park and has become so well established that large 
flocks have in some cases become a nuisance, roosting in cities and 

towns from coast to coast and north into Canada to the tree 

line. Tenacious in nature, this bird competes with 


buffy tips and 


native species such as woodpeckers, flycatchers, CHAOS 
. 6 5 =i 6 Oe owe (sp tes ie 
and bluebirds for nesting holes. This bird’s mantle feathers 


winter plumage shows white specks and 
its yellow bill becomes a dull gray. 
Juveniles are sooty gray-brown 

overall with pale streaking on the 
underparts and a dull brown bill. 
e SONG Sings various trilling 
melodies, clear whistles, 

clatters, and twitters in 

groups. Imitates songs of 

other birds, including Eastern 
Wood-Pewee and Northern 
Bobwhite, as well as mechanical 
sounds. Also has a flutelike pheeHW. 
Singing male often stands erect and flaps 
wings vigorously in display. 


short tail long pointed 


yellow bill 


black overall 
with iridescent 
sheen of green and 


purple 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs in breeding season. 

Juveniles form foraging flocks. Gregarious after breeding season, forming 
flocks with juveniles for foraging and roosting. Joins other species in winter A 
roosts, which may number more than a million birds. Most often feeds in open JUVENILE 
areas, primarily on the ground. Eats various insects, fruits, and grains. ‘The 

muscles that open its bill are stronger than those that close it, a unique trait that allows this bird 
to insert its bill in vegetation or into the ground and then pry it open to reveal food. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Often forms loose colonies. Some individual males polygynous. 
Aggressive in claiming nesting chambers. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by both sexes, but female 
does more. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest Tare 
18-21 days, fed by both sexes. First flight at about 26 days. vellow bil anor’ ailtenunie body. 
2-3 broods per year. buffy streaking on back and wing 
¢ POPULATION Common. Stable over most of continent; covers vancanrched ail 
perhaps still expanding range north and south. 
e FEEDERS AND 
BIRDHOUSES Bread, peanut 
butter, suet, and small seeds. 
oe Uses bluebird-sized or larger 
nest boxes. 
¢ CONSERVATION US laws do 


not protect nongame, non- 
native species. 


Strong swift direct flight on rapidly 
beating wings. 


Nest Identification 


2 
Shape B ip 


Grass, twigs, forbs, rootlets, and straw ¢ in natural hollow of tree, bird box, 
crevice in man-made structure, or abandoned woodpecker hole, 10-25 feet above 
ground (but up to 60 feet) ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 4-8 pale bluish or greenish 

white eggs, usually unmarked, but sometimes marked with browns; short oval to 


Location & ir’ a ii “ap long oval, 1.2 x 0.8 inches. 


Habitat ®ve cece 0% | Migration Northern birds migrate 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


PIUMAZE Ce cé5 similar Weight 3.0 ounces 


282 ¢ BIRDS OF ‘THE MID-ATLANTIC 


Family MOTACILLIDAE Species Anrhus rubescens Length 6 5 inches Wingspan 1011 inches 


AMERICAN PIPIT 


‘This sparrow-sized bird spends most of its time on the open 
ground, where it runs and walks, rather than hops. Like > | 
many of the pipits, the male has a dramatic song flight in _— 
which he flies to a height of fifty to two hundred feet eA uae 

. te ; slim blackish 
then floats down with feet dangling below and tail hill 
cocked upward, all the while continuing to sing. wa es 
‘The American Pipit’s breeding ranges extend : 
from alpine tundra in the high mountains of the ketene 

j grayish brown 
western US to arctic tundra across the top of upperparts 
the continent. Winter birds have browner 
upperparts and they have more heavily 
streaked underparts. 


——e Luffy wing 
bars on dark 


gray wings 


e SONG A repetitive rapid series of 
notes, chee-chee-chee or cheedal- 
cheedal-cheedal. Call sounds like 

wit, wit or pip-pit and is most 

often given in flight. 


buff underparts 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in with faint brown 
pairs; gregarious after streaking 


breeding season, dé 

forming flocks Pe 

that may be very oa 
large and mixed with Pa aUs black legs and feet 
other species, including 

Horned Larks and longspurs. 

Walks on ground, often bobbing its head 

while pumping tail up and down or wagging it. Forages in 
foliage, grass, and soil. Also wades into shallow waters to pick 
food from surface. Eats insects and their larvae, seeds, small 
mollusks, and crustaceans. Alpine species may escape severe 
weather by moving down mountain slopes to warmer valleys. 


SPRAGUE’S PIPIT 

Buff- and blackish- 
streaked upperparts; dark 
eye on pale buff face with 


; : pale eye ring; pinkish to 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Male has courtship yellow legs and feet; 


song flight. bet ce eee a, 
Bs fae « 3 = 5 Aah white underparts with 
e NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by female. Young altricial; deepen burt on dichaly 


brooded by female; stay in nest 13-15 days, when they can streaked breast; does not 
make short flight. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. pump tail. 


¢ POPULATION Common and widespread in tundra and alpine 
tundra; in winter, in fields and 


Flight Pattern on beaches. 


¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Vulnerable to habitat 
loss on wintering grounds as 
ae a eR well as foraging areas used 

Swift flight on series of rapidly beating © eS 18 
wings, alternated with wings pulled to during migration. 


sides; repeated. 


Nest Identification Often no nest materials; sometimes sticks and grass, occasionally with lining of 
= small amount of mammal hair ¢ sheltered by bank, rocks, or hillock ¢ built by 
female ¢ 3-7 grayish white eggs, with brown splotches; subelliptical, 


Shape -~ee- wy Location um ¥%¥ 


0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat 1 A Nem | Mizration Mioratory Weight ().8 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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DATE TIME LOCATION 


Family BOMBYCILLIDAE 


CEDAR WAXWING 


Named for the red waxlike tips on its brownish head 

secondaries, this social bird travels in large and back 

flocks in the nonbreeding season and may 

even nest in loose colonies. ‘The purpose of on A 

the “red wax” 1s long-debated, but younger Ini narrow black 
birds do not have it and the older birds that crest ISO 


white below 
do often choose each other as mates and 


produce more young than the younger pairs. 

At times this bird may become so intoxicated 

on overripe fruit that it cannot fly. Females 

are similar to males but show a brownish 

rather than a blackish throat (a difficult field 

mark that can be observed only at close 

range). Juveniles have streaked upperparts 

and underparts. 

¢ SONG Call is thin, high-pitched 

warbled xeeee or zeeeet, more protracted 

just before leaving perch; may 

call constantly in flight. gray rump 

¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs and uppertail 

or in small to large flocks. WEES 

Gregarious, especially in 

migration and winter. Tame and 

sociable. Feeds close to other birds 

in trees or on ground. Eats fruit, ( 

flower petals, and insects; drinks sap. ee 

Several may sit on a wire or branch and E —____@ Jy} fail 

pass a piece of fruit back and forth, beak 

to beak. Hawks insects, particularly mayfly hatches 

and those of similar species, especially along streams. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary to colonial. During 

courtship, male and female will sit together and pass flower 

petals back and forth, share food, and rub bills. Sh ee et) ee 

e¢ NESTING Incubation 12-16 days by both sexes. Young of primaries on folded 

altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 14-18 days, fed by both wing shows as white 

sexes, 1-2 broods per year. Ce a 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common to uncommon in woodland, forest 
edge, farmlands with fruit trees, 

Fiizit Pattern towns, and suburbs. 

e FEEDERS Raisins and 

berries; attracted to birdbaths. 

© CONSERVATION Neotropical 

Strong rapid flight with several quick wing migrant. Not a common cowbird 

strokes alternating with brief periods of host; often rejects or damages 

wings pulled to sides, its eggs. 


blackish throat 


brownish 
breast, sides, 
and wing coverts 


light yellow belly 


red waxy tips 
on secondary 
Slight feathers 
of older birds 


Ss white undertail 


COVEITS 


BOHEMIAN WAXWING 
Larger; grayer; 
cinnamon undertail 
coverts; white and 
yellow spots and bars on 


; 
Ht Nest Identification Sticks, mosses, and grass, lined with fine grass, moss, rootlets, hair, and pine 
needles ¢ on limb or in fork of conifer or deciduous tree, 6-60 feet above ground 


¢ built by both sexes ¢ 2-6 pale bluish gray eggs, dotted with black and brown; 


ee ww EULELON Ms = oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | abitat@, #%¢ Migration Migratory welsit 1 1 ounces 
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Family PaRULIDAE Specles Vormivora pinus Length 4.75 inches Wingspan 6 75_7_5 inches 


BLUE-WINGED WARBLER 


Except when the male perches high to sing, this 
unobtrusive, deliberate bird usually forages 


low, amid brushy overgrown fields ee olive-green 
and thickets. It often PTE 


interbreeds with the 
Golden-winged 
Warbler, producing 
the fertile hybrids 
known as Lawrence’s 
Warbler and Brewster's 
Warbler. ‘The female 1s 
similar to the male but 
duller in color and has 
less yellow on her crown. 
When its range overlaps 

that of the Golden-winged 
Warbler, it tends to displace it. 
¢ SONG Sings a breathy 
descending deceee-buzzzz. A dry buzz 
followed by a lower duzz 1s the typical 
song. The alternate song sounds similar to 
that of the Golden-winged Warbler’s deee- 
buzz, buzz, buzz. Call note is a sharp “sk. 


bold yellow 


CTOON 


long slim 


bill 


bold yellow 
underparts 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Somewhat tame, but also 
somewhat inconspicuous. Feeds low in trees and close to 
ground, often hanging upside down in the manner of a 
chickadee. Often probes into curled dead leaves with long bill. 
Eats insects and spiders. Sometimes hover gleans. More 
generalized in habitat requirements than Golden-winged 
Warbler, it lives in a wide variety of early successional stages 
from old fields to young clear-cuts to power line right-of-ways. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary or small loose colonies. 

e NESTING Incubation 10-12 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 8-11 days, fed by both sexes. 
1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common in second 
growth and early successional habitat. Expanding in northern and 


Flight Pattern 


northeastern portions of range. 


Casual in West on migration. 


migrant. Host to cowbird 
parasitism. Decreasing in the 


Weak fluttering flight with wings briefly 


pulled to sides; repeated. Sometimes hovers agriculture. 


to glean insects from foliage or branches. 


Nest Identification 


Shape g 


PlUMaBE Sexes similar | Habitat _@ se fe Migration Migratory 


TIME 


perhaps aided by male ¢ 4-7 white eggs, 
short oval, 0.6 x 0.49 inches. 


Location umm ¥x¥ 


DATE LOCATION 


ve wing bars 


© CONSERVATION Neotropical 


Midwest due to habitat lost to 


Grasses, dried leaves, and bits of bark, with lining of fine grasses, vines, and hair 
¢ on ground, usually in vines or grasses and sheltered by shrub ¢ built by female, 


blue-gray wings 
with 2 white 


yellowish to white 
undertail coverts 
and white underside 


9 of tail 


YELLOW WARBLER 
Female and juvenile 
¢ yellow wing bars, tail 
spots, and undertail 


coverts; lacks bluish 


wings, black eye stripe. 


PROTHONOTARY 
WARBLER 

Golden yellow head, 
neck, and underparts; 


white undertail coverts; 
blue-gray wings and 
tail; large white tail 


patches; olive green 


back; long black bill; no 
wing bars or eyeline. 


BREWSTER’S WARBLER 
Blue-winged/Golden- 
winged hybrid ¢ yellow 


or whitish underparts 
tinged with yellow; 
whitish to yellowish 
wing bars. 


with flecks of brown and gray; oval to 


Weight (3 ounce 
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Species Yermivora chrysoptera Length 4.755 inches | “!8SP2" 7.758 25 inches 


GOLDEN-WINGED WARBLER 


‘This bird feeds chickadee-style, often hanging 
upside down, to find its favorite food, leaf-eating 
caterpillars. Its combination of a yellow wing 
patch and a black throat sets 

it apart from other 
similar warblers. ‘The 
female is similar to 
the male but ts 
duller in color, and 
her throat and eye 


bright yellow 


CTOODN 


white supercilium 


black patch 
through eyes 


BREWSTER’S 


atch are gray. pees 
a ] Gol ee i throat pearl gray WARBLER 
. upperparts 
winged Warbler 
hybridizes with white a 
the Blue-winged Te blackish wings 
aTR 


Warbler, producing 
two hybrid forms 
known as Brewster’s 
Warbler and the very white underparts 
rare Lawrence’s washed gray on 
Warbler. The hybrids 4” 
generally cross back 

with the parent species. 

e SONG Primary song is an 
insectlike bee-buz-buz-buz;, gives 
second song of dee-buzzz, similar 

to that of Blue-winged Warbler. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Energetic feeder. 

Inspects all sides of branches and foliage. Eats mainly 

caterpillars and spiders. Commonly probes leaves for larvae. 
Forages in dead leaves in fall and winter. A habitat specialist, using 
carly successional stages of old fields and woodland borders. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

e NESTING Incubation 10 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay 
in nest 9-10 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon to rare. Numbers are declining. 


© CONSERVATION Neotropical migrant. Declining with loss of 


habitat primarily due to later 
Flight Pattern 


blackish tail 


stages of succession and to 
competition with increasing 
Blue-winged Warbler, which 
displaces it when ranges are 
sympatric. Vulnerable to nest 
parasitism by Brown-headed 
Cowbird. 


Weak fluttering flight with rapid wing 
beats, alternating with brief periods of 
wings drawn to sides; repeated. . 


Nest Identification 


Shape wy Location m= xxx 


Bark pieces and grass, lined with hair and a few bark chips ¢ on ground at base 
of shrub or tree or hidden in tall grass; sometimes set on pile of stems ¢ built by 
female ¢ 4—7 white or cream-white eggs, with brown splotches and dots; oval to 


short oval; 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat © » @ Migration Migratory Weight 9.3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PaRULIDAE 


TENNESSEE WARBLER 


Despite its name, this short-tailed 
plump-bodied warbler nests almost 
entirely in Canada and is found in 
‘Tennessee only during migration. 
Fall adults and juveniles are 
similar to females but have a 
yellowish wash on the underparts, 
except for the undertail coverts, 
which are almost always white. 


le meses ECR Ena ist 
ppeecies Vermivora peregrina 


: OTdY 
long straight gray head 


bill 


thin black 
eye line 


grayish white 
pale yellow-tinged underparts 
supercitium and 


auriculars 


olive-gray crown, 
forehead, and nape 


olive upperparts 


grayish 
white face 


grayish white Pi 


underparts with 
pale yellow wash 


FEMALE 


FALL 
PLUMAGE 


¢ SONG Male sings often with a loud staccato 3-part song of 
ticka-ticka-ticka-ticka, chip-chip-chip, sit-sit-sit-sit-sit-sita-sita-swta; 
third part is faster and has a dry clattering similar to the twitter 
of Chimney Swift. Call is sharp szv. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary when nesting; postbreeding birds form 
small groups, often in mixed-species flocks. Active, nervous. 
Creeps along branches, foraging at all levels. Eats mostly insects 
(especially spruce budworm), flower nectar, fruit, and some 
seeds. More active than similar vireos. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. Altricial young 
brooded by female; stay in nest 9-11 days, fed by both sexes. 

1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common; rising in coniferous and mixed 


deciduous-coniferous woodlands. Uncommon in West in fall. Rare in 


at es winter in California. 
Flight Pattern 


4a Vx 


migrant. Rare cowbird host. 


Vulnerable to habitat loss. 
Weak, somewhat fluttering flight with 
brief periods of wings pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification A 
Shape wy 
Location a ex AA 2 


Pumaee Sexes differ MeSH Migeatory 


TIME 


subelliptical, 0.62 x 0.48 inches. 


DATE LOCATION 


¢ FEEDERS Mixture of suet, 
peanut butter, and ripe banana. 
¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 


J : : TaN: rs ; 
| Dried grasses and moss, with lining of fine grasses, stems, and hair ¢ above bog 
Va . . 7 . 7 . 
| in moss, on ground, or in base of shrub ¢ built by female ¢ 4—7 white or creamy 
white eggs, with brown splotches; ovate to short ovate, subelliptical to short 


Length 4.75 inches _| Wingspan 7 5_8 inches 


bold white stripe 
over eyes 


bright olive-green 


upperparts 


short tail 


“ a white 


undertail coverts 


MALE 


in Sia Beer AN OA is 
_ Similar Birds 


ORANGE-CROWNED 
WARBLER 

Duller; often has 
streaking on throat and 
chest; less distinct face 
pattern; yellow or 
greenish yellow 


undertail coverts. 


WARBLING VIREO 
Larger; heavier hooked 
bill; slower actions; 
duller and paler 
upperparts; indistinct 
pale arc beneath eye. 


PHILADELPHIA VIREO 
Larger; indistinct pale 
arc below eye; heavier 
hooked bill; sluggish 


actions; duller, paler 
upperparts; yellowish 
undertail coverts. 


Weight (4 ounce 
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. PTO Ae heat ayn sea ur i k : ‘ 
Family PaRULIDAE ieee Ver VOM celata’ i} Length 4755 inches | ™"=er2" 7_8 inches 


ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER 


‘The brownish orange head patch for which 

this warbler Is named is rarely noticeable pale yellowish 
unless the bird is frightened or agitated. supercilium 
It most often lives and nests 1n thick 


foliage close to the ground, but the = “d#stinct_ 
dark eye line 


male perches at the tops of tall Paty » thin slightly 
trees to sing. Considerable Hs decurved bill 
color variation in this widely 
distributed species ranges olive-green 

1 j Uu. LT DATTS 
from dull greenish birds pperparts — ay ene 
in the East to brighter Py. is Y sides of breast 
yellow birds in the d : Fy, 
West. The female hr i dda |” small yellowish 


patch on marginal 
wing coverts 


paler yellowish 
green underparts 


yellow undertail 
sometimes lacks coverts 
the crown patch. Juveniles are 


similar to adults but may show indistinct wing bars. YELLOW WARBLER 
Female and juvenile 


e SONG Male sings a high-pitched abrupt trill, which changes « pale edging to tertials, 
pitch toward the end, often slowing and dropping, chip-ee, chip-ee, flight feathers, and wing 
chip-ee. Call note is a rough ste. coverts; yellow tail spots; 
; , ‘ dark eye on pale face. 
e BEHAVIOR Solitary. Vocal. Slow deliberate actions. Forages 
: 9 : NASHVILLE WARBLER 
for food along branches and in foliage low in trees, shrubs, and : ne ssiaee 
> : : Clear yellow underparts 
grasses. Probes curled dead leaves. Eats mainly insects, flower 3” with no streaking; 
nectar, and some fruits. Feeds from sapsucker drill wells. Hardy clear white eye ring; 
species, wintering farther north than most other warblers. Srouel tal 
Inquisitive; will respond to pishing and squeaking by birders. ‘TENNESSEE WARBLER 
5 Fall plumage ¢ greener 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. upperparts (chomtencail: 
e NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; unstreaked underparts; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 8-10 days, fed by both sexes. VAISS Pino HEN CONES 
1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common in 
Dar ht Pattern F i | the West; rarer in the East. 
Dek Sissi ateenbish race SPS) UL eA |) ; 
— ¢ FEEDERS Mixture of peanut 
butter and suet. Also eats 
doughnuts. 


¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 


Somewhat weak flight with series of wing ; ; 
beats followed by brief period of wings migrant. Rare cowbird host. 
pulled to sides. 


i Bi} ‘ 
| Bark pieces, grass, leaves, and plant fibers, with lining of hair, feathers, and grass 
¢ on ground, usually sheltered by shrub or grasses ¢ built by female * 3-6 white 


Shape Location ummm eggs, with dark red and brown blotches; short ovate, 0.65 x 0.5 inches. 
hotels gs 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat @® 4. ws Migration Migratory Weight () 3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Yermivora ruficapilla | ©MS" 4.75 inches _ | WinésPan 7.25, 7.75 inches 


NASHVILLE WARBLER 


First collected while migrating near Nashville, 
‘Tennessee, this is the only North American warbler with 
a yellow throat, no wing bars, a white eye ring, and a 
blue-gray head. It also has a chestnut crown that is 
rarely noticeable. It has two breeding populations: 

one in the Pacific Coast states that often wags 
its tail, and another in northeastern and 
midwestern North America that does —o/ive-green 
not wag its tail. The female ts upperparts 
similar to the male but is duller 
in color and often lacks the 
chestnut crown. 


white area between 
yellow belly and yellow 
undertail 


Warbler. Western bird’s songs begin the same way, but the 
second part is more musical, richer, and generally without the 
trill at the end. Call note 1s a sharp pins. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Frequent singer on territory. Sometimes 
gives song in flight. Sings from high exposed perch. Forages low 
in trees and in undergrowth for food, but often at the tips of 
branches or stems. Eats mostly insects. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


e NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by both sexes; female does 
more. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 11 days, 
fed by both sexes but mostly by female. 1 brood per year. 


white eye ring 


blue-gray head 


throat 


yellowish 
underparts 


VIRGINIA’'S WARBLER 
Grayer overall; yellow 
underparts restricted to 
chest and undertail 
coverts; white eye ring; 
shorter tail ¢ ranges do 
not overlap. 


CONNECTICUT 
WARBLER 

Larger; gray head; 
grayish throat; white 
eye ring; pink legs and 
feet; yellow underparts, 
including belly; sluggish 
behavior walking on 
limbs and on ground. 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in riparian woodlands 
and bogs, deciduous or 

coniferous woodlands, and 
thickets. 

¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 

migrant. Rare cowbird host. 

Rather weak flight with series of rapid Vulnerable to habitat loss. 

wing strokes alternating with brief periods 


of wings pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification Plant stems, pine needles, mosses, and rabbit fur, with lining of finer materials 


¢ on ground, sheltered by shrub or small tree, or sometimes placed on grassy or 


Location ams Paes 


Shape ra 


of brown; ovate to short ovate, 0.6 x 0.47 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | 4@bitat@, €.¢ m vz Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


mossy tussock ¢ built by female ¢ 4-5 white or cream-white eggs, with fine dots 


weight (3 ounce 
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Family PaRULIDAE Species Paryja americana | +®8h 4.25 inches Wingspan 7 inches 


NORTHERN PARULA a 

‘The male often can be heard singing its buzzy 

song during migration and from the tops of tall broken white —— 

trees On its nesting ground. Nesting in the QTE, a 

Deep South, it most often is associated with 

Spanish moss-covered trees, while more bold yellow 

northern nests are in trees laced with the chin, throat, 
and breast 


lichen Usvea. Both are important for bluish gray e—— 
construction of the nest. Females lack upperparts 
the chestnut/slate breast bands. 


chestnut and 
slate to blackish 
bands across 
upper breast 


e SONG Ascending insectlike buzzy 

trill of zeeeeeeece-yip, which rises and 

trips over the top; the equivalent of 9 pyjg 
the bird filling a cup with its song white wing 
and running it over the rim. bars 
Secondary song ts series of slow 

rising buzzy notes ending in a trill, 
reminiscent of the Cerulean Warbler. 
Regional variation; western birds often 
lack the abrupt downward ending note. 
Call note is a sharp c/zp. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 

Allows close approach. Active, acrobatic 
forager; sometimes upside down to 

hunt for insects on trunk, cluster of 
leaves, or branch tip; hover gleans 

and hawks flying insects. Eats 

insects, caterpillars and larvae, and 
spiders. One of the smallest warblers, 


white belly and 
undertail coverts 


short blue-gray tail with white 
spots in outer tail feathers 


often dominated by other birds, including other warbler species. Geedlan Bands 


‘TROPICAL PARULA 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


e NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by both sexes; more by oo More extensive yellow 
female. Altricial young brooded by and fed mostly by female. on underparts; orange 
1-2 broods per year . wash on breast; lacks 

S per yeal. chestnut and gray- 
¢ POPULATION Common in boreal forest, mixed hardwoods, black chest bands; 
bottomland forests, riparian corridors, and swamps. Rare in the lacks white eye ring; 


often has dark mask. 


West in migration. 


¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical migrant. Rare cowbird host. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
logging, clearing of bottomland 
hardwoods for agriculture. 
Declining in Great Lakes 
region and on Atlantic Coast 
due to loss of Usnea lichen as a 


Relatively swift flight of short duration on aor, 
result of air pollutants. 


rapidly beating wings. Sallies forth to take 
insects in midair, returning to perch. 


Nest Identification Lined with fine grasses, moss, and plant down @ in Spanish moss, Usvea lichen, 


or tangled vine, hanging from tree, 0-55 feet above ground ¢ built by female 
¢ 3-7 white to creamy white eggs, splotched and flecked with browns; 


Shape Location ies wr 
Y ‘yy 9g & My subelliptical to short subelliptical, 0.64 x 0.47 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat og 9. @ ue cece | Migration \ioratory Weight 9.3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PaRULIDAE Species Dendroica petechia | *©°8 5 inches Wingspan 7.75 inches 


YELLOW WARBLER pee 


‘This plump-bodied bird has a wider range than any other North 

American warbler, nesting from Canada to Mexico and from bright yellow head 
the Pacific to the Atlantic Coasts. A habitat generalist, i 

like many warblers, it feeds harmful leaf-eating with yellow face 
caterpillars to its nestlings. 
When a cowbird invades and 
lays eggs in this warbler’s 
nest, the female builds a 
roof over all of the eggs, both Sean 
hers and the brood parasite’s, with yellow 
and often lays anew setonthe = edging on 
“new” nest floor. As many as six /@édhers 
stories have been found in a single 

nest, each floor containing entombed 
cowbird eggs. Bright red streaking on the 
male’s underparts distinguishes him from the 
female and all other North American warblers. 
Females may have faint reddish streaking on their 
underparts. Juveniles resemble adult females. 


MALE 


yellowish 
overall 
—~e bright yellow 
underparts with 
reddish streaking 


e SONG Sings a swift warbling sweer-swee?, 
I?m-so-sweet or tseet-tseet-tseet-fiti-deet, 
bouncy and variable. Similar to 

some songs of Chestnut- 

sided Warbler and 

American Redstart. oe 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in and edging 
pairs. Tame and conspicuous. 

Active. Forages in bushes, shrubs, or 
trees. Gleans food from branches and 
foliage; sometimes hawks insects. Eats 
mostly insects, larvae, and some fruit. 


yellowish olive 


back, wings, 
Similar Birds 


and tail 

WILSON’S WARBLER Q 
Female and juvenile 
¢ longer darker tail; lacks 
yellow tail spots; more 


uniform olive-green 
coloring on upperparts; 
no wing bars; female may 
show trace of dark cap. 


ORANGE-CROWNED 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. FEMALE WARBLER 
: Olive-green overall; paler 
e > 1 x < P = 5 : ; 5 
NEST ING Incubation 1112 days by female. Scena qn 
Altricial young brooded by female; stay in nest 9-12 days, fed streaking; uniform dark 
by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. tail without pale edging 


or spots; lacks wing bars. 


® POPULATION Common and widespread in riparian thickets, 
second-growth woodlands, gardens, orchards, and wetlands. 

@ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Common host to 
cowbird parasitism. Vulnerable 
to habitat loss, especially in 
riparian areas, and to herbicide 
spraying of willow thickets for 
erazing. 


Flight Pattern 


Weak, fluttering flight with brief periods 
of wings drawn to sides. Sallies out to 


snatch insects in air and returns to perch. 


Nest Identification 


Shape ay Location agp & 


Strongly built from plant material, grasses, moss, lichen, and fur, bound with 
spider’s silk and cocoon material; lined with fine materials © in fork of tree or 
bush, 6-14 feet high (but up to 60 feet) * built mostly by female; male watches 
¢ 3-6 grayish, green, or bluish white eggs, splotched with grays, olives, and 


browns, wreathed at large end; oval to short oval, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat 6 a Ue Migration Migratory Weight (3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Length 5_5 25 inches | Wingspan 7 5_8 25 inches 


SPECIES Dendroica pensyloanica 


Family PaRULIDAE 


CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER 


‘The only North American warbler with pure white 


underparts in all seasons, this bird most often lives in S~ 
second-growth deciduous woodlands. An active 

feeder, It often cocks its tail high above its back, (ag ae yellow crown black lores and 
exposing a white crissum. Birds in fall plumage Upperbarls wilh eye stripe 
have a white eye ring on a gray face, a green black streaking 

crown, and creamy yellow wing bars; 


; 2 pale yellow 
males have chestnut on the sides and wing bars 


black streaking on a green back. 
¢ SONG High-pitched 
please-please- 
pleased-to-meetcha. 
Alternate or “second” song 
lacks strong up-and-down slurred 
notes at the end and 1s similar to that 

s i x ..  Slate-blue legs 
of the Yellow Warbler, deet-deet-deet-titi- and feet 
deet. Call is a husky slurred czp. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
‘Tame and active. Singing male is 
conspicuous on territory. Eats 
insects, caterpillars, seeds, greenish upperparts 
and berries. Picks food off 2 yellowish white with black streaking 
leaves of trees and wing bars 
forages on ground. 
Catches insects in flight. 
¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. Solitary. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 
11-13 days by female. 
Altricial young brooded 
by female; remain in 
nest 10-12 days, fed by both 
sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 


black 


malar mark 


rich 
chestnut sides 


saw white 


underparts 


MALE 


yellow-green 
crown and 
forehead FALI 


PLUMAGE 


—s ue blackish gray 


lores, malar, and 
less chestnut postocular stripe 
on sides 


FEMALE 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common in brushy thickets, All plumages are distinctive and if 
second-growth deciduous woodlands, brushy old fields, and seen well are not likely to be 


confused with any other warbler. 


young clear-cuts. Rare migrant in West. 
¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable to habitat loss 
through natural succession 
Flight Pattern processes. Rare in the early 
ap 1800s, but became increasingly 
common as eastern forests 
were cut, and brushy, early 


oe: eee -| succession-stage woody habitats 
Weak fluttering flight with brief periods of cD : : : . 
wings drawn to sides. Sallies forth to emerged. Wec Ne In SOMC 
snatch insects in air, returning to perch. areas as Current forests mature. 


Nest Identification Bark chips, vines, and plant material, with lining of animal hair and grasses 
- ¢ in fork of small tree or shrub, or in blackberry thicket, 1-4 feet above ground 
e built by female ¢ 3—5 white to greenish white or creamy white eggs, with 


Shape Location & 
pew ba do purple and brown blotches; oval to short oval, 0.66 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat a Migration Migratory Weight 9.4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PaRULIDAE Species Dendroica magnolia \ 8 5 inches Wingspan 7 75 inches 


MAGNOLIA WARBLER 


Often fanning its tail to show its broad white subterminal 
band and yellow rump, this bird nests in damp er 
ie z ee : : : broad white 
coniferous forests. The tail from below is white at the 2 OE 
base with a black terminal band. From above, the le 
white band is interrupted in the middle. white wing 
Females are similar but show two white patch 
wing bars and sometimes a white 
eye ring during their first spring; 
a black loral mask may 
extend onto auriculars. 
Juveniles and fall-plumaged birds have 
gray heads with white eye rings, greenish gray 
upperparts with black streaking on the males, black 
streaking on the sides and flanks of males, and faint 
streaking on the flanks of females. 


broken white 
eye ring 


dark 
blackish 
streaking on 
breast, sides, 
and flanks 
¢ SONG Brief high-pitched wee-o, wee-0, wee-chew or weety- 
weety-weereco, 2 or 3 slurred phrases with an ending note 
higher in pitch, emphatic and down- 
slurred. Call is distinctive ree, 
. ollve-linge white supercli 

nasal dry chip fees. si ie white supercilium 

? ; gray (Town and eye ring 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary and hindneck 
or in pairs. Tame and | 
active. Males sing from 


MALE 


yellow 
underparts 


black-spotted 
yellow-olive 


back 


conspicuous perches or gray wings = 
1 wy = PY z0)7, ? anhirte 
while foraging. Often with 2 white 
. : . wing bars EP 
spreading tail, busily ALL 
eleans insects from yellow undertail coverts PLUMAGE 


underparts with 


branches and foliage; Ey ee ie 
: }S 


occasionally hawks them Sailan Birds 
in flight. Eats insects, larvae, 
ifr : PRAIRIE WARBLER 
caterpillars, and spiders. Sears 
Fall # yellowish 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. FIRST SPRING supercilium; has only 

NG si . HEMALE arc beneath eye; olive- 
¢ NESTING Incubation 11-13 days by FEMALI Sacer as 
C - Se : green rump; uniform 
female. Altricial young brooded by female; stay in nest Glinesercen enlace 
8-10 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. grayish white breast 


band; pumps tail. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common; slight decline in 
parts of Appalachians, increase in southern Appalachians and in New 
England. Casual in winter in 
Florida. Rare migrant in West. 

¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Vulnerable to habitat 
loss. The loss of eastern spruce- 
fir forests to adelgids and air 
pollution is causing a decline in 


Flight Pattern 


Weak fluttering flight with brief periods of 
wings drawn to sides. Sallies forth to take 


insects in flight, returning to perch. numbers. 


Nest Identification Grasses and sticks, lined with rootlets ¢ on horizontal branch, usually 1-15 feet 
above ground ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 3—5 white, creamy white, or greenish white 


eggs, with brown dots or splotches, sometimes wreathed at larger end; 


Shape Location an Sarde : 
po w@ dy Se subelliptical to short subelliptical, 0.64 x 0.48 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration Migratory Weight 9.3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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CAPE MAY WARBLER a : 


Identifiable by its chestnut cheek patches, this bird is 

named after Cape May, New Jersey, where it was blackish- ed | 
discovered in 1811. This fairly common inhabitant of  o/jee-green streaked crown a 
northern spruce forests 1s known for its upperparts with 
aggressive behavior of chasing other birds black stripes @ 
from treetop foraging areas. Females are 
duller but are easily identified by the 
yellow rump and patches on the side 
of the neck. Juveniles and fall- 
plumaged birds are similar to 
females, but many have faint gray 
streaking on pale yellow to 
whitish underparts. 

e SONG Sounds like seer 
seet seet seet, high- 

pitched, wiry, and 
upslurred, usually in 

series of 5—6 notes. 


large white 
wing patch 
yellow on 

face and neck 


chestnut 
cheek patch 


heavily black- 
streaked yellow 
underparts 


yellow or 
greenish rump 


dark gray 


short tail legs and feet 


Call is high thin see¢. dusky gray JUVENILE 
: postocular pale yellow patch on neck FEMALE 
2 
BEHAVIOR stripe behind auriculars 


Solitary or in pairs. yellow _ Similar Birds 
Forages in thickets S“ercilium 
or high in trees, = 
particularly in 
conifers on breeding 
grounds. Hawks 


insects and spruce 


dull olive-green 


upperparts 


YELLOW-RUMPED 
WarBLER @ 

Larger, browner 
upperparts; coarse 
dusky streaks on 
underparts; yellow 
patch on sides of chest; 


yellowish 
throat, breast, 


; EOE Se yellow rump; lacks 
budworms. : Cae ie ? 2 narrow yellow on Ae distinct 
S ; usky streaking 4 Phen ae hs ee 
Sometimes drinks es a white wing bars facial pattern; longer 
tree sap, JUICe from tail; chip or check notes 
grapes, and flower nectar. FEMALE distinctive. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. PALM WARBLER 

, ¥ Fall ¢ distinct pale 
e NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Incubation about S Paine Malet te 
ee a supercilium; yellow 
11-13 days by female. Altricial young brooded by female; fed by unde rrailicovens: 
both sexes; stay in nest estimated 10-12 days. 1 brood per year. usually found at ground 


level; wags tail. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon in spruce fir forests; may become 
locally common during spruce budworm outbreaks. Declining short- 
term populations. Very rare to 


Flight Pattern | casual in West during migration. 
¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 


RSS, 4 migrant. Vulnerable to loss of 
My at breeding and wintering grounds 


Tare =e ; due to deforestation and forest 
Weak fluttering flight with brief periods ‘ : 


of wings pulled to sides; sometimes fragmentation. 
sallies from perch to take insects in flight. 


Nest Identification ‘Thickly lined with fine materials, including moss, vines, and weed 
— stalks ¢ 30-60 feet above ground on branch of spruce or fir ¢ built by 


female * 6—9 creamy white eggs, with gray or brown spots; ovate to 
short ovate, 0.66 x 0.5 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape =v Location ay 
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Species Dendroica caerulescens | ©°8Y 5.25 inches 


BLACK-THROATED BLUE WARBLER 


Easily identified by its deep blue-gray back, white 


Family PaRULIDAE 


Wingspan 7_7 5 inches 


underparts, and white wing patch, this common migratory Se 
bird can be seen across eastern North America every Bla UoRES 
spring and fall. Its nesting ranges from southern dark blue-gray cheeks. chin, 
Canada through the Appalachians to JIU and throat 


northern Georgia. Females 
differ from their mates 
more than any of the 
wood warblers, with 
brownish olive to gray 


small white 


Sn0 tail patches 
upperparts, whitish 
supercilium, and small bold white patch dark 
a it at I} at tl x | ae f at base of b bill 
white patch at the base © primaries black oe 
the primaries. Juvenile sides 
females sometimes lack the white 
white patch. pale eyebrow underparts 4 
e SONG A breathy buzzy contrasts with 


dark face 


zwee-zwee-zwee-zweceee, “I 
am lazy,” OF SUI-ZUIT-Bree. 
Call is abrasive dt. 

e BEHAVIOR Solitary or 
in pairs. ‘Tame and 
trusting. Forages in low 


and middle level trees 2 
underparts 


brownish olive to 
bluish gray 
upperparts 


and underbrush. smaller ‘TENNESSEE WARBLER Q 
Someumecihavic white wing Unbroken whitish 
; ee E patch supercilium; lacks 


insects in flight. Eats 4 
insects and their larvae. In FEMALE 
migration and winter, also takes 

fruit and seeds and may feed from sapsucker drill wells. 


white wing patch; 
bright greenish olive 
back; grayish white 
underparts with white 
crissum; short tail. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. a ne 


WARBLER 
Yellow to greenish olive 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 1-12 days, fed by both sexes. 


upperparts; yellow- 
1 brood per year. 


green underparts; 
© POPULATION Common in deciduous and mixed coniferous yellowish crissum; 
forests with dense undergrowth, rhododendron thickets, and 


bogs, often on mountain slopes. Western vagrant in migration. 


Uncommon in winter in Florida. 
Flight Pattern 


indistinct supercilium. 


e FEEDERS Suet and peanut 
butter in migration and winter. 
¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Uncommon host to 
cowbird parasitism. Vulnerable 
to habitat loss due to 
deforestation. 


Relatively weak flight with series of rapid 
wing beats alternating with brief periods 
of wings pulled to sides. Sallies from perch 
to snatch insect in air; returns to perch. 


Nest Identification 


Bark pieces, dried grasses, stems, and leaves, with lining of fur, hair, mosses, and 
rootlets ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 0.5—3 feet above ground ® 3-5 white to creamy 


white eggs, flecked or marked with grays and browns; ovate to short ovate, rarely 


Shape wy Location a 4. 


tending to elongate ovate, 0.66 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat .¢@ ®& «© A Migration Migratory Weight (4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC e 295 


Family PaRULIDAE Species Dendroica coronata | &8th 5.5 inches Wingspan 8 5 inches 


YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER =e 


In the East this is the most prevalent migrating warbler, and in winter it 


is the most abundant in North America. Plumage varies with geography. _ 
T 9 7. = ‘ — — 
In the West the group known as Audubon’s Warbler has a yellow throat tree F= 
and broken white eye ring. The northern and eastern group age auricular yellow crown 
s : Wy) Wh ; ; 
known as the Myrtle Warbler has white eyebrows, B74) Oe patch 


oF upperparts 
a white arc beneath the eye, and 2 white 


white on the throat and both EES 
sides of the neck. Until 

recently these groups were 
considered two species, but 
they interbreed where their 


yellow rump 


ranges overlap and have been MALE black 
classified as geographic races MYRTLE seuss 
of one species. Juveniles are WARBLER and flanks 
similar to winter adults. white underparts 

¢ SONG Variable slow 


f black-streaked gray- 
warble that often brown upperparts 


slows in the middle 


h d gray-brown yellow side @ AUDUBON’S 
> 7) TS fs 

then specds up ms -REMALE patches BREEDING 
and ends on MYRTLE MALE 
rising or falling WARBLER 
notes. Some es ae i 
have musical ea = Z 

. ~ val ss ; ae ¥) 
trill. Call 1s loud Oe iste WINTER FALL 
check, chup, or chip. oe underparts with PLUMAGE MYRTLE 


gray streaks on 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or Pe IO ee 


in pairs. Gregarious in winter, often 
joins mixed feeding flocks. Gleans or hover-gleans on ground 
and in bushes and trees; also hawks. Able to live for long 


PALM WARBLER 
Juvenile * yellow 
undertail coverts; white 


periods on berries and seeds. Also eats insects and spiders, and spots in tail corners; 
drinks tree sap and juice from fallen oranges. pumps tail. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Care May WaRBLER 
Juvenile ® smaller; 


NES PING Incubation 12 13 days by female. Altricial young J (ele cee eee 
brooded by female; stay in nest 10-12 days, fed by both sexes. shorter tail; dull green 
2 broods per year. rump; pale yellow wash 

me : iy , : on center of breast. 
© POPULATION Abundant in coniferous or mixed forests; 
wooded and brushy habitats in winter. In winter Myrtle form 
common in East, fairly common 
Flight Pattern on West Coast; Audubon’s form 
casual in East in winter. 
@ FEEDERS Suet, doughnuts, 
and peanut butter. 

Fairly rapid flight with quick wing strokes, eee 3 

uirly rapid flight with quick wing strokes © CONSERVATION Neotropical 
alternating with brief periods of wings : 
pulled to sides. Sallies forth and takes migrant. Myrtles are COMMON 
insects in flight, returning to perch. cowbird hosts. 


Nest Identification Shredded bark, weed stalks, twigs, and roots, lined with feathers ¢ 4-50 feet 


above ground in conifer ¢ built by female ¢ 3-5 white to creamy eggs, with 


brown and gray markings, occasionally wreathed; oval to short oval, 


Shape wy Location ay 


0.7 x 0.53 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PaRULIDAE SpecieS Neydroica virens Length 4 75-5 inches | Wingspan 7 5_8 inches 


BLACK-THROATED GREEN WARBLER 
Like many in its family, the individual Black-throated 
Green Warbler sings two different songs, but in 

two different contexts: one 1n the vicinity of 


yellow- and olive-green 


the female or nest and the other near Saas upperparts with black 
olive-green / 
the territorial boundaries or when auricular patch streaking on back 


stimulated by another male. It 

is the only warbler in eastern 

North America with bold bright yellow 

yellow cheeks. The female forehead and 

is similar to the male but sides of face 

shows fewer black streaks 

on the sides of her body, 

less black on her throat, black chin, 
. : throat, and 

and has a yellowish chin pepsi 

and upper throat. ‘The 

juvenile 1s similar to the 

female but has a white throat 

and lacks the black on its breast. 

e SONG A throaty /rees-trees- 

whispering-trees (the territorial/male 


yellow wash 
on flanks 


2 white 
wing bars 


< black streaking 


on flanks and sides 


white underparts 


FEMALE 


interaction song) and a hoarse zay- yellowish 

zdy-zay-%00-zece (the pair chin 

bonding/nest vicinity song). black throat 

Call is a flat soft ss7p. Bike ee 
, ; : WAITS, 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. feather tips 


Forages at mid-level! in vegetation 

and in the interior of branches, usually 

not at the tips. Gleans from twigs and foliage; 

hover-gleans and may hawk flying prey. Eats adult insects, 

caterpillars, larvae, and some berries, particularly in migration. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

e NESTING Incubation 12 days by female. Young altricial; 

brooded by female; remain in nest 8-10 days, fed by both sexes, 

but female does more. 1—2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common in a variety of habitats of 

conifer, mixed deciduous-conifer, and deciduous woodlands. 

Some winter regularly in southern Florida; casual to accidental in 
the West. Numbers decreasing 


Flight Pattern in the Great Lakes areas and in 
parts of New England. 
Gare Se ¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Vulnerable to habitat 
Somewhat weak flight with rapid wing 
strokes, alternating with brief periods of 


GOLDEN-CHEEKED 
WARBLER 

Gray to black 
upperparts with black 
Q streaking; black or 


i black-streaked crown; 
Sa yellow face; black eye 


line connected to the 
dark color of nape; 
black ear patch; white 
crissum ® restricted 
range in ‘Texas. 


loss. Rare host to cowbird 
wings pulled to sides. Sallies from perch, parasitism. 
takes insect in air, and returns to perch. 


sepsis Dead grasses, plant fibers, and stems, with lining of animal hair, flower stems, 
Nest Identification oo : ‘ = 
and feathers ¢ usually in crotch of small or large evergreen or in hardwood tree 


on horizontal branch, 3-80 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes ® 3—5 gray- 
Shape @ Location gy, i white or creamy white eggs, with brown and purple dots and blotches, often 
; 


wreathed; oval to short oval, 0.65 x 0.5 inches. 
Plumage Sexes differ Migration Migratory Weight ().3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Habitat @,@ @, 
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Family PaRULIDAE Species Dendroica fusca Length 5 inches Wingspan g inches 


BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER 


Head and throat glowing like embers, the males are 
unmistakable. Juveniles and fall males are similar. 
It frequents coniferous or mixed deciduous- 
conifer forests in most of its breeding range; 

in the Appalachians, it 1s also found in 

lower drier forests of pine-oak-hickory. 

¢ SONG Thin high-pitched 
ascending trill in 2-3 parts, ending 
with upslurred note that some 
people cannot hear: seep seep seep 
seep titi zeeeeee. Call 1s rich ss7p. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 

pairs. May join mixed foraging 
flocks after breeding. Gleans prey 
from branches, twigs, and foliage 
in treetops. Sometimes catches 
insects in flight. Eats insects, 
caterpillars, and some berries. 


brilliant orange 
head, throat, and 
upper breast 


black nape and 
sides of crown 


black triangular 
ear patch Y 
od 


black back with 
white streaking 


black wings 
with large 
white patches 


white patches in 
outer tail feathers 


dark gray-olive 


upperparts 


pale orange-ocher 
supercillum and 
sides of head 

behind ear patch 


2 broad 
white wing 
bars 


FEMALE 


pale orange to 
ocher throat and 


white underparts 
upper breast 


with black streaks 
on sides and flanks 


® BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. Altricial young 
brooded by female; stay in nest estimated 9-12 days, fed by 
both sexes. | brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common in coniferous and mixed 
deciduous-conifer forests; stable. Strays to California in fall 
migration. Can be numerous in areas where there are spruce 
budworm outbreaks. 

¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Infrequent cowbird 
host. Vulnerable to loss of 
habitat due to land clearing. 
Hemlock infestations by insect 
pests could negatively impact. 


ee i ee i 


ae 


Fairly swift direct flight on rapidly beating 
wings. Sallies forth from perch, taking 
insects in midair and returning to perch. 


MALE 


white breast 
with pale 


OC he T @a sh 


—e black streaking 
on sides 
buff-white belly, 
flanks, and 
undertail coverts 


“TOWNSEND’S WARBLER 
Juvenile female 

e yellow throat and 
chest; olive crown and 
upperparts; entirely 
dark bill; more distinct 
dark streaking on sides. 


CERULEAN WARBLER 
Female and juvenile 
male ® supercilium 
broadens behind eye; 
less distinct rounded ear 
patch; white or buff 
underparts; pale lines 
on back; dark streaks 
across back; shorter tail 
* castern range. 


Nest Identification Small sticks, lichen, and plant down ¢ lined with hair, bark pieces, and small 


roots ® on horizontal branch, 20-50 feet above ground (but as high as 80 feet) 


Location ay 


Shape s 


splotches; oval to short oval, 0.68 x 0.49 inches. 


¢ built by female * 4—5 white or greenish white eggs, with brown dots and 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PaRULIDAE 


Y ELLOW-THROATED WARBLER 


Species Dendroica dominica | 


Length 5.25 inches Wingspan 8.5 inches 


Some of these birds frequent the old oak AES ee TT . 
trees of the Southeast and Mississippi with white patch on S 
Valley, where Spanish moss is abundant. yi, pp yelyw sides of neck 

Their habitat varies regionally from supraloral white arc under eye, 

tall swampy bottomland hardwoods, WE De OU eNe 
to oak-pine woods on ridges, to long 

lowland pine forests, to sycamores black bill blue-gray " 

in riparian corridors. In all habitats, bright yellow a 
this long-billed warbler sings chin, throat, 

loudly from the tops of trees, and and breast 


2 white 


can be identified by the black face : 
: wing bars 


set off by a bold white supercilium 
and bright yellow chin and throat. 
The female is similar to the male but Jae 
duller and has fewer black markings. underparts 
Most migrate but southern populations 

are sedentary. 


black stripes on . 
; ; , flanks, sides, and 
e SONG Loud descending series of ‘s sides of Breast 


3—4 measured whistles, followed by 2-3 weaker vA 
notes and more rapid notes, ending with sharper ascending note, large white 
rweede-tocede-tweede-tweede-dee-da-m-deet. Call note is high soft sszp. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Somewhat sluggish and deliberate. Joins mixed-species 
feeding flocks after breeding season. Creeps along inner branches, twigs, and in foliage, 
foraging generally in the upper parts of trees; however, sometimes lower and even on the 
ground. Uses long bill and behavior similar to that of Brown Creeper to extract insects from 
bark crevices and pick them from the surface. Also catches 


tail spots 


insects in flight. Eats insects, caterpillars, and spiders. Similar Birds 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. BLACKBURNIAN 

e NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Incubation by a ees 

female estimated at 12-13 days. Altricial young brooded by eeu one 
female; stay in nest estimated 10 days, fed by female (possibly crange chioatane 
some by male). 1-2 broods per year. supercilium; yellow 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common in habitat. Numbers stable en oe eta 
overall; some expansion in the Northeast and noted decline in white stripes; 2 white 
the Florida Panhandle and southern Alabama. Casual in the wing bars; dusky streaks 


on sides and flanks. 


West during fall migration; rare to casual in southeastern Canada 
during spring migration. 


¢ FEEDERS Will eat bread 
Flight Pattern crumbs and suet. 

® CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Infrequent cowbird 

= — : host. Vulnerable to habitat loss 
Fairly swift flight of short duration on tue laeotue slanencleannie 
rapidly beating wings. Sallies forth from due to logging, tand Clearing, 
perch, taking insects in air, and returns and development. 

to perch. 


Nest Identification Plant down, stems, grasses, and cocoon material, with lining of feathers and fine 
plant material ¢ tucked into Spanish moss or on or near end of branch, 
10-100 feet above ground ® built mostly by female * 4-5 grayish white or 


Shape @ Location yy, ia greenish white eggs, with lavender, reddish, and grayish flecks and splotches; 
ig . . 5 . ~ . 
subelliptical to short subelliptical, 0.68 x 0.51 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat oe @ Migration \Mioratory Weight 9.3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PaRULIDAE Species Dendroica pinus | “eNEtN 5.25 inches Wingspan g 5 inches 


PINE WARBLER 


‘True to its name, the long-tailed somewhat heavy- 
billed Pine Warbler inhabits open pine tree 
groves, where it conceals its nest among 
needles near the branch tips. It 1s 

distinguished from other warblers by 

its tendency to winter throughout — greyish olive 
much of its breeding range. upperparts with 
Males and females are similar, no streaking 
both showing a white belly , 
and undertail coverts, 

although females are lone tail bro 
duller in color with beyond undertail sf 
less yellow on their coverts § 
breasts. Juveniles 
have brownish to 
brownish olive 
upperparts with 
white wing bars, 
and underparts varying 

from white to yellowish with a brownish wash on the flanks. 


blackish yellow line | | 
eye line OUEr eyes 


large bill 


yellow chin 
and throat 
yellow breast 
has dark streaks 
on sides 


2 white wing bars 


white belly and 
undertail coverts 


white patches at ends 


: JUVENILE 
of 2 outer tail feathers 


FEMALE 


e SONG Twittering musical trill similar to Chipping Sparrow 


but varying in speed, loudness, and pitch. Call is slurred ‘wp. af, LOW THROMTED 


VIREO 

Heavier hooked bill; 
yellow spectacles; white 
belly and flanks; no 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Very vocal. Gregarious in 
winter; often joins mixed feeding flocks. Gleans food by 
creeping slowly and deliberately along branches, usually high in 


streaking on sides or 


trees, but sometimes lower, even on ground. Often flies from breast eiay rump and 
tree to tree, diving for passing insects. Eats insects, caterpillars, crissum; no white in tail 
and spiders. Also eats seeds, wild grapes, and some berries. corners; sluggish. 
Aggressive toward other species sharing same pine habitat. a BAy-BREASTED WARBLER 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Brat ete 
e NESTING Incubation 10 days by both sexes. Young altricial; streaking on back: 
brooded by female; leave nest within 10 days, fed by both sexes. much less white in tail 


corners; shorter tails 
with less extension from 
undertail coverts; paler 
cheeks contrast less 
with throat color. 


2-3 broods per year in the South, 1 brood per year in the North. 
© POPULATION Fairly common to common. Stable or 
increasing slightly, but some decline in coastal New England 
and Great Lakes region due to clearing of pines. Subject to loss 
in severe winters. Increases occur as pines mature. Casual in West. 

¢ FEEDERS Peanut butter and 
Flight Pattern cornmeal mixture. 

¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Infrequent host to 
cowbird parasitism. Vulnerable 
to fragmentation and clearing of 


Weak flight, rapid wing beats alternated ‘ ; 
with brief period of wings pulled to sides. pine forests. 
Sallics out to take flying insects, returns. 


Nest Identification Lined with feathers, weeds, grass, bark, pine needles, twigs, and spider 


webs @ built on or near end of limb, 10-135 feet above ground ¢ built by 


female ¢ 3—5 off-white eggs, with brown specks near larger end; oval to 


Shape Location : 
P 9g wo ds short oval, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | “abitat 9,@ Migration Northern birds migrate Welgnt 4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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FamilY PaRULIDAE Species Dendroica discolor | “©°8M 4.75 inches Wingspan 75 inches 


PRAIRIE WARBLER 


Rather than the prairies as its name might imply, 
this bird can be found in brushy old fields, open 
pine stands, and sometimes in coastal 

mangroves in eastern and southern North 
America. Like many warblers, the male 
sings from an exposed perch at the tops 
of tall trees. Females are similar to 
males but duller in color. Juvenile 
females are duller still, with 

grayish olive upperparts, 

pale supercilium, and 

broken eye rings. 


yellow sides of face with 
black streak through eyes, 
outlining ear patch A 
olive-green upperparts 
with chestnut 
markings on back 


white patches on 
outer tail feathers 


¢ SONG An ascending trilling 
ZVCCO-ZBCCO-VRCO- ZLLC-BBECO-VCUC-ZRLE, 

starting at one pitch and rising sharply 
over the last half of song. Call note 1s a rich 
smacking “chick. 

® BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Joins mixed feeding flocks 
after breeding season. ‘Tame. Active and restless. Constantly 
pumps or wags tail while feeding. Forages in low branches of 
trees and bushes and sometimes on ground. Catches some 
insects in flight but primarily gleans from foliage; sometimes 
hover-gleans. Eats mostly insects and spiders. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous; some males polygynous in 
midnesting season. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 11-14 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 8-11 days, fed by both sexes. 
Both sexes tend for additional 40-50 days. 2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common but 
is declining. 

¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Frequently host to 
cowbird parasitism. Vulnerable 
to habitat loss that occurs with 
maturation of forests. 


Flight Pattern 


Fairly fast flight with rapidly beating 
wings, alternating with brief periods of 
wings pulled to sides. May sally forth and 
take insects in flight. 


bright yellow 
eyebrow 


2 light yellow 
wing bars 


black streaking 
on sides 


bright yellow 
underparts 


PINE WARBLER 
Yellow-green face; 
indistinct yellowish eye 
ring and supercilium; 
olive-green back 
without streaking; 
yellowish underparts 
with indistinet dusky 
streaking; extensive 
white tail spots; bobs 
tail but not as strongly. 


Nest Identification Grasses, stems, bark pieces, plant down, and leaves, bound with spider’s silk and 
lined with feathers and mammal hair ¢ hidden in tree or bush, usually 10-15 feet 


above ground (but ranges from 1-45 feet) ¢ built by female ¢ 4-5 white, creamy 


Shape wy 


Location gy. i 2 


larger end; oval to short oval, 0.6 x 0.48 inches. 


white, or greenish white eggs, with fine and large dots of brown, concentrated on 


Plumage Sexes differ Hapa ee go O. Migration Mieratory Weight () 3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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DATE TIME LOCATION 


Family Pa RULIDAE Species Dendroica palmarum | “MSN 5.25 inches Wingspan 8 5 inches 


PALM WARBLER 


‘This inhabitant of northern bogs pumps its tail up and down more than 
any other warbler. ‘Two subspecies occur: the eastern form with strongly 
washed yellow underparts and the western form with whitish 
underparts with stronger streaking. Both nest on 
knolls of moss at the foot of small 
spruce or pine trees. A medium- grayish to oltwe- 

: vrs brown upperparts 
distance migrant, the Palm 
Warbler winters in the 
South and frequents 
open habitats such as 
cultivated fields, a 
A tle ak ia Se : yellow to whitish 
EATS NSS DASTUTES, supercilium 


parks, and gardens. a 
Some winter in open chestnut to 


brownish streaks 
on sides of breast 


chestnut 


cap 


white to yellowish 
wing bars 

white spots on 
tail corners 


greenish yellow 


pine woods or along undertail coverts 


their edges. The species and rump 
is associated with palms streaked whitish WESTERN 
only on some of its underparts RACE 


wintering areas and shows 
no inclination to seek them 
out. Fall adults and juveniles “ Winger 
are drab, washed out, and lack the PLUMAGE 
chestnut cap. 

¢ SONG Monotone buzzlike fast trill, often stronger in middle, 
zwee-xwee-zwee-zwee-zwee-zwee. Call is forceful slurred sszé. 


: : : . : K , Carpe May WARBLER & 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Gregarious after breeding Dale lenron’superciicny 


season, forming flocks and often mixing in foraging flocks with $= white undertail coverts; 
other species. Terrestrial; searches for food on ground or along does not wag short tail. 
beaches during migration, particularly among twigs and cones YELLOW-RUMPED 
from conifers. Also foliage-gleans and hover-gleans in shrubs q WARBLER 


: 5 : # : Myrtle form, basic 
and trees; sometimes hawks prey in flight. Eats insects and 
e plumage @ brown to 


caterpillars, also bayberries and raspberries. Hes TTR HED 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. black streaking on back; 
arate 3 ; ee white supercilium; 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days by both sexes. Young altricial; Briones clon cumip: 


brooded by female; stay in nest 12 days, fed by both sexes. streaked underparts; 
2 broods per year. 
® POPULATION Fairly common to common. Stable with some 
decline noted in wintering 
eee) eee) numbers in Florida. 


in 


does not pump tail. 


© CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Rare cowbird host; 
buries eggs of parasite in floor 

F nest. Vulnerable to loss of 
Weak flight; rapid wing beats alternate of nest. Vu oe 


with brief periods of wings pulled to sides. habitat duc to forest 
Sallies from perch to take insects in air. fragmentation. 


Nest Identification Grass and shredded bark, lined with feathers ¢ built on or near ground or up 


to 4 feet above ground in coniferous tree ¢ built by female ¢ 4—5 white to 
creamy eggs, with brown markings; ovate, short ovate, or elongated ovate, 
(0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | “abitat oe a, Migration Migratory Weight 9.4 ounce 


Shape wy Location sm ay 
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FamilY PaRULIDAE Species Nondroica castanea | © 5.5 inches Wingspan g 5 inches 


BAY-BREASTED WARBLER. 


iG => | 
The male’s warm chestnut and creamy creamy buff cll a 
5 0 Ar . ° ~ = sie “pe -DTOD _| 
markings help identify this native of patch on sides Hp ee TOWN S 
"3 -e “ . = Feats as @ 1 
northern coniferous forests. It is one of of neck 


black face 


the largest warblers. Females are gray upperparts 
duller and have a gray rump. with black 


Juveniles and winter adults have streaking 
olive upperparts with streaking 


chestnut- 
brown chin, WINTER 
throat, and MALE 
sides 


white spotting on 
outer tail feathers 


Ne 2 white 


wing bars 


on the back, white wing 
bars, often show some 
chestnut wash on their 
underparts, and have 
a buffy crissum. 

¢ SONG High thin 
double-syllabled 
notes in series of 
3-10 fees reest 

teest teest teest teest. 
Call is thin high- 
pitched /seer and 
loud slurred cAzp. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 
Solitary or in pairs. 
Gregarious in migration 

and winter. Gleans from branches, twigs, and foliage, often at 
mid level. In migration and winter forages lower. Eats insects, 
larvae, and fruit. Attracted to areas with spruce budworm 
outbreaks. Wags tail slightly as it forages. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; leave nest at 10-12 days, fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. 


buff underparts 
WINTER 
FEMALE 
chestnut crown 
streaked black 
creamy white patch behind 
dusky auriculars 


Similar Birds 
pS Eee 
BLACKPOLL WARBLER 
Ga Winter adults and fall 
{ juveniles have yellow to 
yellow-olive wash on 


gray upperparts 
streaked black 
sides and flanks; sides 


FEMALE of breast and flanks are 


streaked; duller green 
} upperparts; white 
white 


? : ‘ 
ee undertail coverts; more 
wing bars 


gray rump distinct eye line; yellow 
toes and soles of feet 
¢ adults have yellow 


feet and pinkish legs. 


pale chestnut 
underparts mottled 
creamy white 

PINE WARBLER 
Winter adults and fall 
juveniles have longer 
tail; lacks white tips to 
tertials and primaries; 


unstreaked olive to 
olive-brown back; olive 
cheek patch contrasts 
with paler throat; more 


elongated tail spots. 


© POPULATION Abundant to 
common in boreal coniferous 
forests and adjoining deciduous 
second growth. 
® CONSERVATION Neotropical 


migrant. Rare cowbird host. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due 


Relatively weak flight with rapid wing 
strokes alternating briefly with wings 
pulled to sides. to logging. 


Sticks, grasses, roots, mosses, and stems, lined with pieces of bark and 


Nest Identification 


Shape @ Location gy. a 2 


rabbit hair © on branch of tree or bush, +40 feet above ground ¢ built by 


female ¢ 4-6 white, greenish white, or bluish white eggs, with lavender or 


brown splotches at larger end; varying from ovate to elongate ovate, 
0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat @,@ @ Migration Migratory Weight (5 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PaRULIDAE SPECIES Nondroica striata Length 5 25 inches Wingspan 8 5 inches 


BLACKPOLL WARBLER 


‘This summer resident of Canadian boreal bold black 

awe Ae i = streaks on 

forests migrates more than twenty-five may baer 

hundred miles in the fall, flying nonstop over =a 

water to winter in northern South America. 

Juveniles and fall adults have streaked 

greenish upperparts; a pale 

greenish yellow wash on 

the face, throat, and ; Shy 

breast; a white belly ge 4d MALE 

and crissum; legs == sa 5 Bi ' 

that are pale a we » 2 white WINTER 

pinkish on the ze ga wing bars PLUMAGE 

front and back but 

dark on the sides; white underparts with black- 

and yellow soles. streaked sides and flanks pink legs —~ BAy-BREASTED WARBLER 

e SONG and feet oe Juvenile and fall adults 
2 : : e bulkier; brighter green 

Mechanical series upperparts; thicker wing 

of high thin ssees 


dusky eye line and grayish head es little ee 
notes that begin gray-buff supercilium and neck olive-gray streaking on underparts; 
softly and get 


black cap 


CTOON - many show buff sides 
K and/or flanks; creamy 


louder and ce = “ aS undertaii coverts; gray 
more intense; =S : legs and feet. 
may contain FEMALE PINE WARBLER 


10—20 notes. , blackish 


Much variation ine a streaked 
oe WAT EAE throat, sides, 


between individuals. 4 a and flanks 
Call is sharp loud c/zp. | - 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Sluggish and deliberate. 
Forages low to high in migration, but stays in middle to upper 
levels on breeding grounds. Catches insects in air or combs 
leaves and twigs for food. Eats insects, caterpillars, 
cankerworms, spiders and their eggs, and pokeberries. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Polygynous. Females breed with 
the territory-holding male on the previous year’s nesting site. 
e¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days by female. Altricial young 
brooded by female; stay in nest 11-12 days, fed by both sexes. 
1-2 broods per year. 


Larger bill; unstreaked 
olive upperparts; shorter 
undertail coverts make 
tail look longer; more 
white in tail corners; 
brown legs and feet. 


BLACK-AND-WHITE 
WARBLER 
Black-and-white-striped 
crown; black back with 
white stripes; black 
spotting and streaking 
on undertail coverts; 
black legs and feet 

e male has black throat 
and cheeks. 


¢ POPULATION Abundant in 
Flight Pattern northern boreal coniferous 
forests. May be declining in 


southern part of breeding range. 


¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Vulnerable to habitat 
loss from logging and forest 
fragmentation. 


Nest Identification Lined with spruce sprigs, twigs, bark, dried grass, feathers, weeds, moss, 


and lichen @ on branch near trunk, 2-33 feet above ground ¢ built by 


2 


female @ 3—5 white to off-white eggs, with brown or lavender markings, 
occasionally wreathed; oval to long oval, 0.72 x 0.53 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat ep 9,¢ Migration Migratory Weight 9.5 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Fairly swift direct flight on rapidly 
beating wings. 


Shape wy Location gy. 
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Family PaRULIDAE Species Pondroica cerulea | “©8tN 4.5 inches Wingspan 7.25 inches 


CERULEAN WARBLER 


Although its buzzy song can be heard from dawn until dusk, this bird, one of 

the smallest warblers, is difficult to spot, as it stays hidden in dense foliage in => 
the crowns of tall deciduous trees. ‘This habit of remaining high in mature 

trees has made studies of its natural history difficult, and its breeding biology 


and feeding habits are poorly known. Juveniles are similar to females. white tat 


Spots 


e SONG A series of accelerating buzzy notes on the same 


or slightly ascending pitch, ending in a drawn- bluish to blue-gray 
out buzz, zray, zray, ray, Sray, xececeee, upperparts with black 


el ate ~ tap 717 0° ~b 
reminiscent of the slower second SROARIOE On OU 


song of the Northern Parula. 

Call is a slurred chip. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 

pairs. Vigorous and persistent 
singer on breeding grounds. Eats 
mainly insects, larvae, and spiders. 
Very active and acrobatic forager 
but sometimes moves sluggishly, 


2 white 
wing bars 


black streaking 


on flanks and 


Si hy e sides 
gleaning food off leaves and branches — p/wish 
while staying hidden in trees. Also black chest 
catches insects in flight. band MALE 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Pie 
Solitary nester. underparts 


e NESTING Incubation 
about 12-13 days by 


bluish green 


blue-gray to 
greenish mantle 


CTOON 


‘ Hae whitish 
female. Altricial Rie 

supercilium om ; 
young brooded by widens The small and short-tailed male is 


the only warbler with a blue back, 


behind eye ; 
black necklace, and white throat. 


female; stay in nest 
estimated 8-10 days, 


fed by both sexes white Q BLACKBURNIAN 
: pela tail spots WARBLER 
1-2 broods per year. 2 Female and juvenile 


¢ pale orange 


¢ POPULATION Fairly FEMALE 
common to uncommon in 
mature deciduous forest. 
Declining dramatically, 
particularly in the heart of 
range, but range 1s expanding 
north and northeast, on the 


supercilium broadens 
behind eye; white or 
buff underparts; longer 
tail; triangular cheek 


patch; pale lines and 
dark streaking on back. 


pale yellowish buff 


breast and throat 


Atlantic coastal plain, and the 
Piedmont. 

¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Moderate host to 

: ; ; Sern cowbird parasitism. Vulnerable 
Relatively weak flight with quick wing : ‘ 
strokes alternating with brief periods of to habitat loss and forest 
wings pull to sides; repeated. fragmentation. 


\ Na 
Nest Identification Stems, grasses, mosses, bark pieces, and spider's silk, with lining of mammal hair 


and mosses @ far out on branch of tree, usually 30-60 feet above ground ¢ built 


Shape cap 


ooation a by female ¢ 3-5 grayish or creamy white eggs, with fine dots or splotches of 


brown, usually loosely wreathed; oval to short oval, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration Migratory Weight ().3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PaRULIDAE Species Wyjorilta varia Length 5 inches Wingspan g 5_9 inches 


BLACK-AND-WHITE WARBLER oer 


‘This mostly black-and-white striped bird feeds Bail black Gad aie 
| mnuthatch-style, moving up and down the trunks of stripes on head and = 
trees and crawling over and under branches, a most of body . i 


foraging behavior unlike any other warbler. It 


is one of the earliest warblers to return to Beet hae 


the breeding grounds In carly spring, stripe over and slightly curved 

because its bark-gleaning foraging under each eye slim bill 

habit does not require it to 

linger on wintering black cheeks 
and throat 

grounds until the 

leaves begin to 2 white 


develop. Females wing bars 
are similar to males 

but have cream-colored 
flanks and creamy whitish 
rather than black cheeks. Juveniles 
are similar to females. 

e SONG Repetitive thin high-pitched 
series of 6-10 wee-sea, wee-sea notes like the 
sound of a turning squeaky wheel. Sometimes 

a trill is added as an ending to the cadence. Has 

call of an abrasive chip or tink, and a seap. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Probes into bark crevices 
with long bill; does not prop body on tree with tail as do 
woodpeckers and creepers. Eats adult insects, caterpillars, and 
spiders. Occasionally hawks and hover-gleans. If flushed from 
ground nest, female performs distraction display, dragging wings 
with tail spread. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

e¢ NESTING Incubation 10-12 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; remain in nest 8-12 days but still not able to 
fly well; fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Widespread in mature and second-growth 
deciduous or mixed deciduous-conifer woodlands with large 
trees. Declining in the Midwest and Great Lakes region 
because of habitat loss and cowbird parasitism. Vagrant in the 
West during migration as far north as Alaska. 


¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
Flight Pattern migrant. Common host to 
cowbird eggs. Vulnerable to 
forest fragmentation and habitat 
loss due to logging operations in 
mature forests. 


white belly 


BLACK-THROATED 
Gray WARBLER CO" 
Small yellow spot 


between eye and bill; 
blackish crown; gray 
back with black 
streaking; white 
undertail coverts; lacks 
central crown stripe. 


ee BLACKPOLL WARBLER O 
Black crown; white 
cheeks; gray back with 


black streaking; white 
throat; white undertail 
coverts. 


Relatively weak flight with rapid wing 
strokes alternating with brief periods of 
wings pulled to sides; repeated. 


Nest Identification Grasses, bark pieces, dead leaves, rootlets, and pine needles, lined with moss 


and mammal hair ¢ on ground, near base of tree or bush, or in small hollow of 
rock, stump, or log ¢ built by female ¢ 4-6 creamy white or white eggs, flecked 
with brown; short subelliptical to subelliptical, 0.67 x 0.52 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat 9.@ agp Migration Migratory Weight (4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape @y LOCATION rum ARK Axe 
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Family PaRULIDAE Species Svrophaga ruticilla | ‘©"8' 5 inches Wingspan g inches 


AMERICAN REDSTART 

Birders enjoy watching this vivacious bird as it flits to catch sie 
insects or sits on a perch, partially spreading and drooping e~ 
its wings and spreading its tail. Other warblers pump or 
flick their tails, but this bird fans its tail and holds it 
there for a second. The male’s tail can be either 

orange and black or yellow and dusky olive- 
gray. This woodland inhabitant is one of the 
most common warblers nesting in North 
America. Juvenile males look like females 
but with an orange wash on the sides. 

e SONG Variable. Sings often and 
through the heat of midday. Basic 

song 1s 4-8 high-pitched, somewhat 
coarse notes, with explosive accented 
lower-ending zcer-zeet-zeet-xeet-zecean. MALE 
Other songs have unaccented ending. 

Some are reminiscent of the Yellow, 

Chestnut-sided, and Black-and- 

white Warblers. ‘Territorial males thin white BOS ee 
have repertoire of several songs. supercilium ee 
Call is slurred thin cAzp. and eye ring 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
‘Tame. Conspicuous. Sings often. 
Responds to squeaking or pishing whitish underparts 
by birders. Sallies into air to catch from chin to tip of 
insects, perching between hawking undertail coverts 
events like a small flycatcher. Gleans 

food from branches and foliage; hover-gleans. 

Eats insects, caterpillars, spiders, berries, fruit, and seeds. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

e¢ NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. Altricial young brooded by First SPRING 
female; stay in nest 9 days, fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. MALE 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in wet deciduous air ; 
a + aaa % ehh Similar Birds 
and mixed conifer-deciduous woodlands with understory, 
woodland edges, riparian woodlands, and second growth. 
Widespread but declining in the Midwest, Great Lakes, the 
~ ah} 


glossy black 
overall 


orange patches on 
wings, sides, and tail 


white belly and 
undertail coverts 


FEMALE 


yellow patches 
On Sides, WINES, 
and tail 


Northeast, and the Maritime Provinces. Rare to uncommon migrant 


in the West to California. 
Flight Pattern . 


© CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Common cowbird host. 

Somewhat weak flight on rapidly beating 

wings, alternating with brief periods of 


Vulnerable to habitat loss 
caused by deforestation or 


maturation of second-growth 


wings pulled to sides. Flies into air from forests. 


perch to take flying insects, and returns. 


aN 
Nest Identification Grasses, pieces of bark, rootlets, and plant dow n, decorated W ith lichens, 
birch bark, and spider’s silk, and lined with feathers © in fork of tree or bush, 


usually 10-20 feet above ground (but ranges from 4-70 feet) ¢ built by 


Shape wy Location & Eee female ¢ 2—5 off-white, greenish white, or white eggs, flecked and dotted 


with browns or grays; ovate, occasionally short ovate, 0.63 x 0.48 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat 4@ se @ Migration Migratory Weight (3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PaRULIDAE Species Proronotaria citrea \ +©°8" 5.25 inches Wingspan 8 5 inches 


PROTHONOTARY WARBLER 


: : : golden yellow large dark | | 
‘The male builds several nests, then sings continuously head, neck, and @ eyes | | 


until the female arrives to choose a nest and complete it. underparts 

‘This is the only eastern warbler that nests in tree 

hollows, a trait it shares with just one other North 

American warbler, the western Lucy’s Warbler. It was olive-green 

once called the “Golden Swamp Warbler,” vee 

describing the bird and its dark backwater haunts. 

e SONG A bold ringing repetitive zweer, slightly 

up-slurred as sweet, sweet, sweet, sweet. Call 1s 

loud chip-chip. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Gregarious 

In winter, roosting communally. ‘lame, 

noisy, and conspicuous. Deliberate 

in its feeding, gleaning food short blue-gray 
Saree tail with large 

and probing crevices with Its white patches 

bill. Picks food off floating logs 

and branches and out of water. Also 

forages in trees while grasping trunk like 

a nuthatch. Eats insects, spiders, larvae, 

and seeds. ‘lakes smali crustaceans and 

snails. Inquisitive; will come 

to squeaking and 

pishing by birders. 


long 
black bill 


chunky 
body 


blue-gray 
wings 


white 
undertail coverts 


greenish yellow 
crown and nape 


greenish back = ee 
YELLOW WARBLER 


bright yellow gray wings, rump Bright yellow 
@ > x toa (EEE cena) ’ 5 ) 
BREEDING throat, face, uppertail COvETIS, underparts; orange- 
Monogamous. and breast and tail yellow forehead and 


front of crown; reddish 
streaking on underparts; 


Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 
12-14 days by female. 
Altricial young brooded by 
female, fed by both sexes; 
first flight at 11 days. 2 broods 
per year in the South. 


FEMALE 
yellow-olive wings; 
yellow spots in tail 

© appears completely 
yellow from a distance. 
BLUE-WINGED WARBLER 
Bluc-gray wings with 

2 white wing bars; black 


white spots on 
inner web of 


white belly and 


¢ POPULATION Fairly undertail coverts tail feathers eye line; shorter bill; 
common in swampy 

lowland forest, river-bottom woodlands subject to flooding, and 
riparian corridors along streams. Accidental to rare in the West. 


e¢ BIRDHOUSES Nest boxes. 


yellow head and 
underparts; olive back; 
no white spots in tail. 


¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
Flight Pattern migrant. Common cowbird host. 
Destruction of mangrove 
swamps and wetland drainage 
reduce populations. 
Competition from other cavity 
nesters that destroy eggs or 
usurp cavities. 


Rapid direct flight, often low over water, 
on quickly beating wings. 


Grasses, moss, leaves, and sticks, lined with feathers and rootlets ¢ in natural 


Nest Identification 


Shape a 
Location & dy na ttt ee ae 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration Migratory Weight (5 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


hollow or woodpecker cavity in snag, tree, post, or nest box, near water and 
usually 5-10 feet above ground (but range from 2-32 feet) ¢ male builds dummy 
nests; female selects and completes one ® 4-6 pinkish or cream eggs, with brown 
and gray dots; short elliptical to elliptical, 0.8 x 0.57 inches. 
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Family PaRULIDAE Species Helmitheros vermivorus | ‘©8525 inches Wingspan g 5 inches 


WORM-EATING WARBLER — 


Similar to a sparrow in color, size, and habits, the Worm-eating 
Warbler’s steady diet of moth caterpillars and worms has earned 


this bird its name. An inhabitant of deciduous forests, it Pup celined head. 
seldom is observed combing the forest floor for food; rather, with 2 pairs of bold 
it usually forages in the understory vegetation, where it dark stripes 


often probes for food in clusters of dead leaves. While 
primarily a solitary bird, the Worm-eating Warbler 
sometimes is known to associate loosely with 

foraging flocks of mixed bird species. 


e SONG A buzzy insectlike fricative trill, long 

often beginning softly and fading away brownish olive e— spikelike 

at the end with a series of chip notes. cs de As Dill 

Song is similar to the Chipping 

Sparrow’s but more rapid and 

given in a thick shaded wooded 

habitat. Call is a zéz-zt. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or 

in pairs. More often buff-colored 
underparts 


heard than seen 1n the 
breeding season. Most 
often observed foraging 
alone for insects, spiders, and some worms. 
Gleans food by moving along branches like a 
Black-and-white Warbler, but specializes in 

probing clusters of dead leaves for food. Usually 

forages in low to middle levels, but sometimes in treetops; 
rarely in leaf litter on ground. Frequents deciduous woodlots on 
slopes, along ravines, or mountain sides. When flushed from 
nest, female drags wings and spreads tail, running on ground in 


distraction display. Mixed flocks postbreeding season. a 
= SWAINSON’S WARBLER 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. ; Larger; longer bill; 

¢ NESTING Incubation 13 days by female. Young altricial; PiOwDeHUpDeEpare, 

b ed ea femalenatanc 3 10 1 fedbe bork : grayish buff underparts; 
rooded by female; stay in nest 10 days, fed by both sexes. Drown cap aa oe 

1-2 broods per year. stripes; pale 


supercilium; thin dark 
eye line. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common in ravines, 

hillsides, and mountainsides in thick deciduous woodlands. 

Stable in most of its range but regional declines noted. Casual to 
rare vagrant in migration in the 


Flight Pattern West to California. 


¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Frequent host to 
cowbird parasitism. Vulnerable 
to habitat loss due to forest 


Fairly fast direct flight on rapidly fragmentation. 
beating wings. 


Nest Identification Lined with dead leaves, animal hair, fungus, moss, and tree stems ® often built 


on sloping ground near base of deciduous shrubs or saplings or on ridges of 
leaves on forest floor ¢ built by female ° 4—6 white eggs, with brown spots or 
blotches, often wreathed; short ovate, 0.7 x 0.55 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar Migration Migratory Weight (.7 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape wy Location jam 
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Length 5 25 inches WinesPan 8 5 inches 


Family PaRULIDAE SPECles | imnothlypis swainsonii 


SWAINSON’S WARBLER 


‘This recluse hides in dense thickets, except when the 

male perches to sing, which he does with his head 

thrown back and his bill lifted in the air. It is 

found in two habitats: in the low coastal tawny 
and river-bottom country of the Fe ne iran eee 
Southeast it inhabits canebrakes upperparts eye line 
and thickets in swamps and 
among hardwoods; 1n 


~~ 


white eye 
stripe 


long 


pointed bill 


the Southern 
Appalachians it is 
found in laurel and 
rhododendron thickets in 
moist montane forests. ' 

¢ SONG Bold clear whee-whee- 
whee, whip-poor-will, with the 
opening notes down-slurred and the last 3 clear and more rapid. Begins like that of the 
Louisiana Waterthrush but lacks sputtering downward trill at the end. Call is loud clear chip. 


grayish white 
underparts 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Tame. Sings from concealed perch or from ground; voice has 
a ventriloquial quality. May sing continuously for 10-15 minutes, then be silent for an hour or 
more. Forages frequently on ground, walking slowly and turning over leaves with its bill or 
probing into leaves or ground for food. Eats insects, caterpillars, 
and spiders. A skulking bird in dense undergrowth, it is difficult Similar Birds 
to see. Sometimes detected by the noise it makes tossing leaves. 


: ; : gx \VORM-EATING 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Sometimes in loose fi \Nareier 


colonies in prime lowland habitat. ee, = Shorter bill; buff- 
_ colored head with 


¢ NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by female. Young altricial; Doc lcUblaclGsh 
brooded by female; stay in nest 10-12 days, fed by both sexes. stripes; brownish olive 
1—2 broods per year. upperparts; buff- 


colored underparts. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon in thickets in swamps, 
canebrakes, and moist woodlands. 


Flight Pattern 


¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Increasing host to 
cowbird parasitism. Vulnerable 
to habitat loss as wetlands are 
drained and river-bottom forests Vay, 
are cleared for agricultural use. le 


Fairly swift short direct flights on rapidly 
beating wings. 


Nest Identification Mass of leaves, pine needles, mammal hair, grasses, Spanish moss, and rootlets 
e in fork of bush or vines, 2-10 feet above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 2—5 white 
eggs, occasionally with brown speckles; elliptical, 0.76 x 0.59 inches ¢ only 


North American warbler besides Bachman’s to lay unmarked white eggs. 


Location Be 


Shape wy 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PaRULIDAE Species Sviurus aurocapillus | “®€N 6 inches Wingspan 9 inches 


OVENBIRD 


In the leaf litter under tall deciduous trees, the female bird 
builds a small oven-shaped nest with a side entrance. Unlike 


many warblers, it does not often forage in live vegetation; brownish orange stripe, 
instead it walks on the ground, foraging among the leaf edged in black, over 


head from bill to nape 


litter and twigs, its wings partially drooped and its tail 
cocked upward and sometimes quickly raised and 
slowly lowered. It is sometimes called the Wood white eye ring 
Wagtail because it moves its tail up and down. 

Most singing is done from an elevated perch, — 9/ve-brown 
and the song of one territorial male initiates ELDER TES 
a response song from each neighbor, 
which in turn stimulates another to do 
so, until a wave of Ovenbird songs 
sweeps across the woodlot. 


¢ SONG More often 

heard than seen. Sings a 
loud and repetitive 

TE Acher-TE Acher-TEAcher, 
rising and becoming more 
emphatic. There ts regional 
variation, with some birds singing 
teach-teach-teach-teACH! From a distance the 


pale pink 


legs and feet e 


white underparts 


song sounds like two stones being tapped together oe with dark brown 
harder and harder. Call note 1s a loud sharp ssick. splotching 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Tame. Eats adult insects, 
caterpillars, snails, slugs, earthworms, small amphibians, seeds, 
berries, and fruit. When flushed, usually flies up to perch. 


Walks on limbs in interior of trees. LOUISIANA 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Mien 

e NESTING Incubation 11-14 days by female. Young altricial; ae WATERTHRUSH 

brooded by female; remain in nest 8-11 days, fed by both sexes. White to yellowish 

Gh tthe supercilium; lack eye 

1—2 broods per year (occasionally 3 in regions with spruce Pinaaree: Dei ak: 
: : : ring and black border 

budworm outbreaks). to crown; brownish 


upperparts; usually 
near water; habitual 
tail bobbing. 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in mature 
deciduous forests; rarely in pine forests. Rare in the west of the 
Rockies in migration; rare to casual on southern Atlantic Coast 
and Gulf Coast in winter. 


Flight Pattern | 


¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Host to cowbird 
parasitism. Significant declines 
documented in the northeast 
beginning in the 1970s but now 
increasing in much of its range. 


Relatively swift, short direct flight on 
rapidly beating wings. 


Nest Identification Leaves, grasses, stems, rootlets, mosses, and hair @ in slight hollow on ground 
- of forest, concealed by leaves on top of nest, creating a dome ® built by female 
¢ 3-6 white eggs, with gray or brown flecks; subelliptical to short subelliptical, 
0.79 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | “abitat egg 9.¢ Migration Migratory Weight (.7 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape # Locetion — 


BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC e 311 


Family PaRULIDAE Species Soiyrus noveboracensis | “98th 5.75 inches Wingspan 8 75 inches 


NORTHERN WATERTHRUSH 


Northern lakeshores, slow-running streams, and bogs are 
the most common habitats of the Northern Waterthrush. —pa/e yellow to 
Walking, rather than hopping, along the ground, whitish supercilium 
the Northern Waterthrush often 1s observed olive-brown 10 
repeatedly bobbing the rear part of its body gray-brown 
and its tail while searching for food. An early ADDED GIES 
migrant, the Northern Waterthrush 
generally begins traveling 
southward by mid-July. 
e SONG Begins 
with loud 
insistent notes, 
tapering to 
rapidly whistled 
lower tones, fwit twit rwit twit 

sweet sweet sweet chew chew chew, with the 
individual notes grouped in series of 3’s and 

4’s, Call is a very loud ringing metallic ching. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. ‘Terrestrial 

but often sings from elevated perches and walks, 
bobbing, on branches. Forages on ground by 
picking up leaves with its bill and tossing them 
aside or turning them over. Eats aquatic and terrestrial adult Similar Birds 
insects, caterpillars, and case worms; also sometimes slugs, a 


fis 


Ss heavily 


streaked throat, 
upper breast, 
and sides 


pale yellow to 
whitish underparts 


: LOUISIANA 
mollusks, crustaceans, and small fish. Frequents areas with Serene 
dense shrub and slowly moving or still water. “jm, Longer stouter bill; 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Wance supereiium 

; : ? i broadens behind eye; 
e NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated fewer and less- 


incubation 13 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by contrasting streaks on 
; underparts; unmarked 


female; stay in nest estimated 10 days, fed by both sexes. Pe ee 
: white throat; contrasting 

1 brood per year. pinkish buff wash on 

¢ POPULATION Generally common in wooded swamps, forests flanks; bright pink legs 
ith st {i At hoes and thicket ith sl len ater and feet; more 

with standing water, bogs, and thickets with slowly running 0 See Nay 

standing water. Rare to uncommon in migration in the exaggerated tail bobbing 

Southwest to California. Rare to casual in winter in the US, with a circular body 


motion; song differs. 


except for southern Florida where it is uncommon. 

© CONSERVATION Neotropical migrant. Uncommon host to 
cowbird parasitism. Some 
Flight Pattern declines in southern portions of 
breeding range and increases in 
New England portions. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
deforestation and drainage. 


Fairly swift direct flight for short distances 
on rapidly beating wings. 


Nest Identification 


Lined with grass, animal hair, moss, twigs, pine needles, bark strips, and roots 
¢ often built in moss-covered stumps near water ¢ 0-2 feet above ground @ built 


by female ¢ 3-6 cream or buff-white eggs, with brown or gray spots or speckles; 
ovate to short ovate, 0.8 x 0.57 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Fabitaty oe Migration Migratory Weight () 8 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape @ Location —i. ME 
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Family PaRULIDAE Species Gyinrus motacilla Length 6 inches Wingspan 9 inches 


LOUISIANA WATERTHRUSH 


‘The less common of the two waterthrush species frequents fast-running 
streams and floodplain river swamps, where it hides its nests on streamside 


banks, under tree roots, or in rock crevices. This bird has a nesting range from 


Minnesota to New England and as far south as 
‘Texas and Georgia. In spring it 1s one 

of the earliest warblers to arrive on 
the nesting grounds and one of 
the first to depart in late 

summer and early fall. 


e SONG Loud and clear, 
beginning with 3—4 high- 
pitched downslurred notes, 
followed by a brief rapid 
medley of jumbled notes 

that cascade up and down 
prior to fading away, SWEER 
SWEER SWEER chee chi-wit-it 
chit swee-yuu. The combination of 

slurred opening notes and ending 
twittering is diagnostic. Call is a loud 
bright cAzk. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Sings on 
ground or from elevated perch in trees. Bobs rear 
and tail while walking. Terrestrial, primarily foraging on 
ground, along stream banks, on rocks and logs in water, and in 
the stream shallows. Bobs up and down while foraging, much 
like a sandpiper, with a slow circular exaggerated motion, Dines 
on adult aquatic and terrestrial insects, caterpillars, mollusks, 
snails, and small fish. ‘Territories are linear along stream. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; remain in nest 9-10 days, fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. 


darker 
(TOON 
long stout 


bill 


throat and chin 


olive-striped 
breast, sides, 
and flanks 


white or buff-white 
underparts 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common. Restricted 

habitat specialist along fast-flowing streams within woodlands, 
often in mountains or hilly terrain, or in floodplain forests and 
swamps in lower country. Casual in the West during migration. 


¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Frequent host to 
cowbird parasitism. 
Deforestation and stream 
siltation negatively impact both 
breeding and wintering areas. 


Flight Pattern 


Swift short direct flights on rapidly 
beating wings. 


broad gray-buff stripe broadens 
behind eye and becomes white 


olive-gray to olive- 
brown upperparts 


Lined with roots, fern stems, grass, animal fur, 


Nest Identification 


Shape wy Location — MEX 
0.78 x 0.6 inches. 


dead leaves, moss, and twigs 

¢ ()-2 feet above ground, on bank, rock crevice, or roots of tree, no further than 
3-6 feet from water ® built by both sexes, but female does more * 4—6 white or 
cream-colored eggs, with brown and gray specks or blotches; oval to short oval, 


pinkish buff flanks 
contrast with white 
underparts 


bright pink 
legs and feet 


NORTHERN 
WATERTHRUSH 

Narrow buff to white 
eye stripes of uniform 
color and width; smaller 
bill; streaked and 
spotted throat; pale 
yellow to white 
underparts with darker, 
more uniform streaking; 
olive-brown to gray- 
brown upperparts; dull 
pink legs and feet; 
different voice. 


Plumage Sexes similar | @>itat ope @& SK @ oe | Migration Mioratory Weight (9.7 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PaRULIDAE SPECIES Onorornis formosus bengtt' 5 25 inches Wingspan 8 25 inches 


KENTUCKY WARBLER 

‘This retiring, short-tailed chunky bird is named for the 

state where it was first encountered, but it is common 
throughout most of the damp shaded woodlands in 

southeastern North America. The female is especially 

wary and will sometimes abandon her nest if she is 

threatened. She appears similar to the male, but her 

black areas are duller. Juvenile females have dark 

olive plumage in place of black. bright olive 
¢ SONG Loud and rich. A rolling melody of gS 
5-8 notes with 2 syllables, churry-churry-churry- 
churry-churry, but sometimes 3 syllables, with 
an upward inflection at the end of each 
phrase. Reminiscent of the Carolina 
Wren, but drier sounding, and black 
although the wren may give 2- a 
syllabled notes, more often 
has 3-syllabled notes in its 
song series. Has call of 
low abrasive chuck chuck. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or 
in pairs. Rather secretive; black on face an 
more often heard than WEEE 
seen. Terrestrial, but also 

forages and sings in low to 

middle levels of vegetation. yilow 
Hops or runs on ground while underparts 
flicking its tail, which is usually 

partially cocked upward. Forages for food 

by picking over foliage and branches and overturning leaves. 
Jumps up to pick insects off bottom side of leaves. Eats adult COMMON 


insects, spiders, and caterpillars. VEELOW THOSE 
First fall male ¢ some 


short tail 


long pink legs 
and feet 


bold yellow 
spectacles 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. black on sides of face; 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Altricial young es ny come 

f ; i aie * : " 7 Zoe ¥ DrOWN upperpar S; paler 
brooded by female; stay in nest 8-10 days, fed by both sexes, selommunde pane 
but female does more. 1 brood per year. whitish belly; brownish 


¢ POPULATION Common in moist woodlands with dense flaaks; longer tail. 


understory; large tracts are optimum. In migration, casual to rare in 
| the Southwest to California. 
© CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Frequent cowbird host. 
Vulnerable to deforestation; 
sensitive to forest fragmentation 
and overbrowsing by deer. 


Swift short direct flights with rapidly 
beating wings. 


Nest Identification Grasses, stems, vines, and leaves @ lined with mammal hair and rootlets ® on 


ground, near base of tree or bush, or clump of vegetation, sometimes in fork of 
low shrub ¢ build by both sexes ® 3-6 white or creamy white eggs, with brown 
flecks and splotches; short oval to long oval, 0.75 x 0.58 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat 9,@ 99 Migration Migratory Weight () 5 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape @ Location s.- 
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Family PaRULIDAE Specles Opgrornis agilis Length 5 5 inches Wingspan 8 75 inches 


CONNECTICUT WARBLER 


Although this large chunky short-tailed —— apjze op buffy 
shy bird does not nest in Connecticut, it — eye ring 
was first seen in that state and is a 
regular autumn visitor. Its secretive 
habits make this a poorly known 


sray hood over | 
oO S SS 
head and throat . = 


olive-green 


upperparts 


species. Its wintering grounds in long 
South America are not clearly pe 
V1 


defined, and as one of the year’s 
latest migrants, taking vastly 
different spring and fall routes, it gray 
often is not seen. Males and females “4PPé” 
breast 
have long yellowish undertail coverts. 
e SONG Bold rocking jerky w/7pity- 
whipity-whipity or beacher, beacher, 
beacher. Call is plink or chimp. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
Secretive. Terrestrial: also 
forages low in vegetation. 
Singing males may move 
higher in trees. Female 


dull yellow 


MALE 
underparts 


pinkish 
legs and feet 


brownish 
olive hood 


white or 


lands 30-60 feet from sir ala buffy eye ring 
UP Pe? PaTTs 
nest and walks to Oe 


conceal location. Walks 
with slight bobbing of | FEMALE 
tail instead of 

hopping. Walks on logs 


MOURNING WARBLER 
Smaller; thinner; thin 


broken grayish white 


and branches. Gleans grayish eye ring; shorter 
insects and spiders; also chest and undertail coverts; richer 
Jace yellow underparts; hops 


snails, berries, and seeds. 
When flushed, flies up to 
perch and may sit still for 
several minutes, thrushlike. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Solitary nester. 


rather than walks 

¢ juvenile has paler 

throat. 

dull pale yellow _ NASHVILLE WARBLER 

underparts ~~ Smaller; thinner; white 
eye ring with pale lores; 
short undertail coverts; 

e NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated yellow throat; dark legs; 


incubation 11-12 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by short bill. 
female; stay in nest estimated 8—9 days, fed by both sexes. 


1 brood per year. 
Flight Pattern 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon in 
most woodlands. Fall migrants 
uncommon in East. 

© CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Infrequent host to 
cowbirds. Species may be 
declining; reasons unknown. 


Rather swift direct flight for short 
distances on rapidly beating wings. 


Nest Identification | Bark pieces and grass, with lining of fine plant materials and mammal hair ® on 
small hillock of moss or sheltered by reeds and grasses ¢ may be built by both 


sexes @ 3-5 creamy white eggs, splotched and flecked with lavender, browns, 


Shape N Hocation’ 


and black; short ovate, 0.74 x 0.57 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat @ m= sx in Migration Migratory Weight 9.5 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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DATE TIME LOCATION 


Species Cporornis philadelphia 


Family PaRULIDAE 


MOURNING WARBLER 


‘The eastern counterpart to MacGillivray’s Warbler was 

named for the way its black breast and gray hood 

resemble a person in mourning. Usually skulking in olive-green 
the undergrowth of damp woodlands, the male LUBED REL 
will fly up from the bushes to sing and 1s 
more often heard than seen. The female 
is similar to the male but has a paler 
dusky hood, light grayish throat, 
and a more distinct eye ring. 


| Length 5 25 inches WinesP@" 8 25 inches 


gray hood 


Juveniles have pale yellowish black 
throats and broken thin white eye : breast 

: ; long yellow 

rings. Traveling over eastern ARG y 

CJ] is bi ; Avie: en yellow 

Mexico, this bird circumnavigates the coverts egies 
western Gulf of Mexico, making it one 

of the latest spring migrants of all North es Nice 


American warblers. and feet 

¢ SONG Typically a 2-part song, with the 

second part lower in pitch, cherrie, cherrie, 

chorrie, chorrie. Individual and regional 

variations exist. Call is a sharp raspy cAiz, 

sometimes given in a series. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in fight gray 

pairs. Seeretive. Sings head, crown, 

often in migration and MOU 

on breeding grounds. 

Will respond to 

pishing by birders. 

Terrestrial, forages low 

in vegetation hidden 

in undergrowth. Hops 

and flicks wings and tail. 

Gleans insects and spiders. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. gray to gray- 

Solitary nester. brown chest 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days by 

female. Altricial young brooded by female; 

remain in nest 7—9 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly 


Flight Pattern common in dense shrubbery in 
open deciduous woodlands, 


dense second growth, bog, and 
marsh edges. 
¢ CONSERVATION 


Fairly swift direct flight over short Neotropical migrant. Infrequent 
distances on rapidly beating wings. host to cowbirds 


Nest Identification Dried grasses, leaves, and stalks ¢ lined with grass and mammal hair ¢ placed 
— near or on grassy hillock, base of shrub or other vegetation, or low in vegetation 


¢ (-2.5 feet above ground ¢ 3—5 creamy white or white eggs, with fine dots of 


olive-green 


upperparts 


olive-green 
wings and tail 


FEMALE 
yellow 
underparts 


grayish e 
white throat * 


CONNECTICUT 
WARBLER 
Larger; longer bill; 


pink legs 
and feet 


distinct buffy to white 
eye ring; long undertail 

coverts; walks instead of 
hopping; voice differs. 


Shape Location esmm— Se 
P ww inet brown; short ovate, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat @@ ys a Migration Migratory Weight 9.5 ounce 
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Species Geothlypis trichas 


COMMON YELLOWTHROAT 


One of the most numerous and widespread warblers usually stays 
close to the ground, concealed in vegetation. ‘The amount of yellow 
on the underparts, the shade of olive on the upperparts, and 

the color of the pale border between the mask  pjgcg mask. bordered 
and crown all vary with geography. 
e SONG Bold rhythmic wichity 
wichity wich; varies with 
range. Sharp raspy call 
of chuck or dip; 
sometimes flat 
pit note. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary 
or in pairs. Wrenlike; 
skulks in vegetation, 
climbs vertically on 
stems, cocks and 
flicks tail, and 


Family PaRULIDAE 


by thin blue-gray or 
white band 


bright yellow chin, 
throat, breast, and 
undertail coverts 


brownish-washed 
flanks 


dull olive 
upperparts 


dusky to gray-brown forehead, 
lores, and ear patch 


pale gray to 
buff eye ring 


pale yellow upper dull yellow 
breast, throat, undertail coverts 
and chin 
. 
dull whitish lower a 
breast and belly FEMALE a 
droops and flicks wings. Hops on ground, gleaning from foliage, 
twigs, and grass. Eats insects, caterpillars, and spiders. 
Sometimes hover-gleans and hawks flying insects. Q 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Often polygamous. A 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days by female. Young altricial; ES 
brooded by female; stay in nest 8-10 days, fed by both sexes. 
2 broods with single female per year; more if polygamous. —s 


e POPULATION Common to abundant in marshes, brushy 


olive-gray to olive- 
green upperparts 


MALE 


Length 5 inches Wingspan g inches 


JUVENILE 


Similar Birds cit 
NOTE Black mask separates 


adult males from other North 
American warblers. 


CONNECTICUT WARBLER 
Female and juvenile are 
larger; chunkier; bolder 
white eye ring; longer 
wings; browner 
upperparts; yellow 
underparts; long 
undertail coverts; short 
tail; walk on ground or 
limbs. 


MACGILLIVRAY’S 
WARBLER 

Female and juvenile are 
hooded; yellow 
underparts; broken 
white eye ring; longer 
wings. 


MOURNING WARBLER 
Female and juvenile 
have brownish hood; 
vellow underparts; short 
tail ¢ female has yellow 
throat; eye ring either 
complete or broken. 


fields, hedgerows, woodland edges, and second growth brush. Some 
decline in the South, ‘Texas, and 
San Francisco Bay. 

¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Frequent cowbird host. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss 
caused by wetland drainage and 
stream channelization. 


Flight Pattern 


Slow weak jerky flight with rapid wing 
beats, alternating with brief periods of 
wings pulled to sides. Sallies from perch to 
take insects in midair, returning to perch. 


Dried grasses, dried leaves, stems, bark chips, and sedges ¢ lined with fine 


Nest Identification 


Shape wy 


grasses, hair, and bark fibers * atop small pile of weeds or grass or atop 


cattails, sometimes in small shrub, less than 3 feet above ground ¢ built by 
Location yyy __ | | female * 3-6 creamy white or white eggs, flecked with black, grays, and 
browns, mostly at larger end; oval to short oval, ().7 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat ye) ai a Migration Migratory Weight ().4 ounce 


DATE LOCATION 


TIME 
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Family PaRuLIDAE Species Wi/sonia citrina Length 5 25 inches Wingspan 8 inches 


HoOODED WARBLER 


‘This bird resides in the thick foliage of the 
understory beneath tall deciduous trees. When 
the male sings from his high perch, often 
concealed, he may sit almost motionless as 
he delivers his ringing song. The 

juvenile female lacks the black on 

her crown but has dusky lores 
and white tail spots. 


¢ SONG A bold 
whistled melody 
with emphatic 

ending, /@-wit, fa-wit, 
tee-yoe or wheta, wheta, 


large 
dark eye 


olive-green 


upperparts 


large white 
Spots on long 


a, 
eal 


ie 


black hood 


blackish or dusky 


olive lores 


bold yellow face 
and forehead 
MALE 


bold yellow 
underparts 


: square-tipped tail 
whee-TH E-o. A second 


song of slurred whistles rises 

continuously, wee-tee, wee-tee, WEE- 
too-Wee. Call is loud abrupt chzné,. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary 
or in pairs. Sings 


olive-green 


upperparts 


JUVENILE 
FEMALE 


persistently. face , 
Constantly opens Similar Birds 
and closes tail occasionally < sil AUAONe RAPER 


yellow 


. 


shows blackish 
throat and crown 


Female and juvenile 
Hooded Warbler 

¢ smaller; smaller bill; 
lacks white spots on 


tail is green above 
and white below, 
with large white 
tail spots 


laterally, flashing 
white in tail 
corners. Forages 
low, commonly on 
ground. Often remains hidden in dense thickets. Hover gleans 
and catches insects in flight; picks some food off leaves and 
branches. Eats adult insects, caterpillars, and spiders. Requires 
mature shaded forests with well-developed shrubby understory. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days by both sexes. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; remain in nest 8-9 days, fed by both sexes. 
1—2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common in upland and bottomland 
woodlands, swamps, and ravines with dense understory. Rare to 
casual in western states, where it has rarely nested. Rare in fall in 


the Maritimes. 
| Flight Pattern 


© CONSERVATION Neotropical 
a 


migrant. Frequent cowbird host. 

Vulnerable to habitat loss from 
timbering operations, land 

Fairly swift direct flight of short duration 

on rapidly beating wings. Sallies up to 

take insects in flight. 


clearing, and grazing in 
Nest Identification 


woodlots by cattle and by 
Shape @y Location & rs 


FEMALE 


tail; face lacks dusky 


lores; call note differs. 


YELLOW WARBLER 
Female and juvenile 
Hooded Warbler are 


yellow overall; yellow 
edging to wings and 
coverts; yellow patches 
in tail; no dusky or 


black on head; 

prominent dark eye on 
yellow face ¢ male has 
red streaking on breast. 


overbrowsing by deer. 


Dried leaves, plant fibers, and down, bound with spider’s silk, with lining of 
mammal hair and grasses ® in fork of shrub or small tree, 1-5 feet above ground 
¢ built by female * 3-5 cream eggs, with splorches and dots of brown, usually at 
larger end; usually ovate, 0.72 x 0.53 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat 999 9% @ aw uz | Migration Mipratory Weight (4 ounce 


LOCATION 


DATE TIME 
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Family PaRULIDAE Species Wifsonia pusilla Length 4.75 inches _| “SP 7.5 inches 


WILSON’S WARBLER 


Making its home in the thick damp woodlands and bogs of western North 

America, this active warbler has a wide nesting range, from Alaska to New _ 
Mexico, in the boreal forest from the Pacific to the Atlantic coast in 7 
Canada, and south into the New England states. ‘he female is 
similar to the male but lacks the 

black cap or has only a light 
gray-black wash on her crown. 
Juvenile females lack the 
black crown altogether. 


¢ SONG Quick series of 


olive-green 


upperparts 


black cap 


long brownish @ 


slurred chee-chee-chee bright one tal 
notes, dropping in pitch _yel/ow face 
at the end. Subject to and lores 


much individual and 
regional variation. Call 
is abrasive nasal chimp. 
olive to 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary grayish 
or in pairs. Tame and TOWN 
inquisitive; responds to 
pishing by birders. 
Energetic. Moves tail up 
and down or in a circular 
fashion, similar to a 
enatcatcher, as it picks food 
off foliage by gleaning and 
hover-gleaning. Also catches 
insects in flight. Eats 
spiders, insects, and berries. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Solitary in coastal areas. Forms 
loose colonies and 1s polygynous at high elevations. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 10-13 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 8-11 days, fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. 


bold yellow to 
greenish yellow 
underparts 


dusky yellow 
ear patch 


fon HOODED WARBLER 


- White spots on tail, 
which it constantly 
flicks open and closed; 


longer bill; dark dusky 
lores; black hood in 


males, with suggestion 
of hood in many 
females. 


FEMALE YELLOW WARBLER Q 
Female and juvenile 
¢ yellow edging to 


wings and wing coverts; 


yellow spots in tail; 
short tail with undertail 
coverts reaching closer 
to tp; more subdued 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in dense moist : 
tail wag. 


woodlands, willow and alder bogs, riparian corridors, and dense 
brushy ground cover in moist situations. Much more numerous in 
the West than in the East. 
aa aa ¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 


migrant. Uncommon cowbird 
host, except in the coastal 
lowlands of California. 


Vulnerable to habitat loss from 
Swift flight of short duration on rapidly : x : : 
beating wings. Sallies forth from perch to destruction of lowland riparian 


take insects in midair before returning. thickets. 


Nest Identification Dried leaves, stalks, moss, and grass, with lining of fine grasses ® atop grassy 


tussock, pile of moss, or sedges, or set at base of tree or bush, or in low shrub 
Shape wy Location ummm ¥e% Re 


¢ (—3 feet above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 4-7 creamy white or white eggs, 


with flecks of brown, sometimes wreathed; oval to short oval, 0.6 inch long. 


Plumage Sexes differ Maite 0.6 Ge yes ak. Migration Migratory Weight 9.3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Specles Wifsonia canadensis | ‘®8th 5_6 inches Wingspan 7 58.75 inches 
a 


Family PaRuLIDAE 


CANADA WARBLER jal 
This bird sings frequently from the dense forest undergrowth _ye//ow supraloreal | | 
it favors, or from an exposed perch just above it, with a stripe | 


jumbled warbling song that defies a fitting mnemonic. It 
actively forages for insects by flushing them from the 
foliage and chasing them. Males have been observed in 
“anticipatory feeding,” offering insects to the unhatched 
eggs in the well-concealed nest on the ground. Canada 
Warblers are more often seen than heard on the breeding 
grounds, but a bird often will reveal itself, coming close 
to squeaking and pishing sounds made by birders. 
This early fall migrant heads southward before 
many other warblers begin their migrations. 
During migration they are often seen in lacks wing 
pairs, and may be traveling with their bars 
mate of the season. 

¢ SONG Chip followed by explosive 
staccato series of short notes ending 
with 3-note phrase, the last note rising 
in pitch. Song carries well and is given 
often on breeding grounds. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Skulks in the 
undergrowth; often concealed when 
perched. Frequently found in low, 
dense, luxuriant undergrowth under 
mixed hardwoods. Gleans insects 
from foliage, stems, and ground; 
sometimes flycatches. gray upperparts, 
¢ BREEDING Solitary nester, — &/”88, and tail 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12 
days by female. Altricial young 
fledge at 10-12 days. Probably 
1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common 

to fairly common in 

breeding range and in 
migration in the East; casual to 
accidental elsewhere. Declining. 


Flight Pattern 


Direct flight with rapid somewhat 
fluttering wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Shape wy Location —is size 
oval to short oval, 0.68 x 0.5 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


whitish eye ring 
forms spectacles 


black necklace 
on breast 


MALE 


pinkish legs and feet 


black lores 


spectacles 


yellow underparts with 
faint gray streaking on breast 


MAGNOLIA WARBLER 
Black streaking extends 


onto sides; yellow rump; 
= ee white wing patch or 
pinkish bars; white patches in 
white legs and E issn tail; white supercilium; 
undertail feet FEMALE black lores and cheeks. 
COVETTS 


¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Host to Brown-headed 
Cowbirds. Vulnerable to 
disturbance of mature forest on 
wintering ground. Habitat loss 
and forest fragmentation 
negatively affecting 
populations. 


Generally on the ground ¢ bulky cup of dead leaves, grasses, dried plants, and 
ferns * lined with finer grasses and rootlets © on a bank, upturned tree roots, or 
2 


mossy hummocks ¢* built by female ¢ 3-5 brown, buff, or creamy white eggs with 
speckled dots and small blotches of various shades of brown, gray, and purple; 
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Family PaRULIDAE Species Tryerig virens Length 7.25 inches Wingspan 9_1() inches 


Y ELLOW-BREASTED CHAT 


‘The largest North American warbler is named for its song, which resembles 
bizarre loud chattering. The large size, stocky body, thick bill, and long tail 
are unusual for a warbler, yet DNA studies confirm its taxonomic 
placement within this family. Unlike other warblers, it often sings at night 
in addition to its daytime vocalizations, a trait shared with some of the 
mimic thrushes. The female is similar to the male but has gray lores. 


@ SONG A clashing mixture of prattles, whistles, 
catlike sounds, clucking, screeching, and caw olive-green to 
notes, both musical and harsh. Pacing 1s oltwe-gray 

; : ; upperparts 
slow, hesitant, and unwarbler-like, , 


more like a mockingbird or pecinas 
G GUIICULATS 
thrasher. Has the lowest voice ; 
ane Aimerioane white ong 
of any American wood oe. graduated tail 


warbler. Some songs 
given in hovering 
mothlike display eh pe 
flights. Call notes are 

harsh cheow or nasal hair. 

e BEHAVIOR Solitary 

or in pairs. Acts more black lores 
like a mockingbird than white malar 
a warbler. Shy, skulking, are 


white belly 


and crissum 


and secretive. Often bright yellow 
remains hidden in thick throat and 


foliage. Best seen when breast 
male sings from an exposed 
perch or is displaying. Display 
flight lasts several seconds, head held high, tail pumping, legs dangling, and singing all the 
while. Forages low in dense brushy shrubbery and sometimes on the ground, gleaning insects, 
larvae, berries, and fruits. The only warbler known to hold food in its feet. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester or small colonies. 

e NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. Altricial young brooded by female; stay in nest 
8-11 days, fed by both sexes. 2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in dense thickets, brush, or scrub, 
especially along swamp margins and streams. Significant decline | No similar species in North America. 
over much of its eastern range. 
¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical migrant. Common host to Brown- 


headed Cowbird. Vulnerable to 
Flight Pattern 


Similar Birds 


habitat loss due to land 
development and clearing, 
urbanization, and natural 
succession from old fields to 
maturation of forests. 


Weak direct flights of short duration. In 
singing display, flies with legs dangling 
and wings flapping limply. 


Nest Identification Dried stems, leaves, grasses, and bark pieces, lined with soft grasses, stems, and 


leaves * in bush, vines, or thorny shrub, 2-8 feet above ground ¢ built by female 
e 3-6 white or creamy white eggs, with flecks of rust or violet, concentrated at 


Shape Location i 
pe @ = larger end; oval, 0.86 x 0.67 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | @bitat p> me us Migration Migratory Weight (9 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family THRAUPIDAE Specles Piranga rubra Length 7.75 inches WINSSPAN 11-12 inches 


SUMMER TANAGER 


Males are easily identified by their brilliant red plumage. 
This bird is the most common North American tanager in its 
range, which is the most extensive tanager range across the 
eastern and southern United States. Males retain the bright 
red plumage all year long. Females have olive-green 
upperparts and orange-yellow underparts. First spring 
males are a mixture of reds and yellow-greens, usually 
with red on the head, back, and uppertail coverts. 


¢ SONG Melodic leisurely warbling of 


large 


5-7 phrases; sing-song, back-and- yellowish bill 
forth, and robinlike. Call is a bright rosy 
repeated pick-a-tuck. Tea CHE 
eet A, 
BEHAVIOR Solitary or in Mare 


pairs. Forages at middle to 
high levels in trees; picks 
food off leaves. Eats mostly 
bees and wasps, which it 
takes expertly in midair, 
and often raids wasp 
nests and beehives. 
Also eats other 
insects, grubs, 
caterpillars, and 
fruit. Often 

found near 

water, including 
bottomland orange-yellow 
hardwood and underparts 
riparian forest, > eee 
but also pine-oak FEMALE 
forest in the East; primarily riparian in the West. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. Altricial young 
brooded by female; leave nest at 13-14 days, fed by both sexes. 
1—2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in deciduous and mixed conifer- 
deciduous forests, especially oaks. Some declines in the East. 

¢ FEEDERS Mixture of peanut 
| Plight Poem | | Plight Poem | butter and cornmeal. 


© CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Uncommon cowbird 
host. Vulnerable to habitat loss 


and forest fragmentation. 


yellowish bill olive-green 
upperparts 


FIRST SPRING 
MALE 


NORTHERN 

CARDINAL CO 
Red crest; black face 
and chin; large cone- 
shaped reddish bill. 


CO HEPATIC TANAGER 
Duller darker red color; 


blackish bill; grayish 


Q cheek patch; gray wash 
, on flanks, back, and 


wing coverts. 


Swift direct flight with quick wing strokes. 
Sallies forth to take insects on the wing. 


Nest Identification 


Shape «gp —_ Location na a> 


Bark pieces, forbs, grass, and leaves, with lining of soft grasses ¢ far out on 
limb, 10-35 feet above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 3-5 light blue or green eggs, 
marked with browns, occasionally wreathed or capped; oval to short oval, 


sometimes long oval, 0.9 x 0.75 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration Migratory Weight 1.0 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family THRAUPIDAE Species Piranga olivacea | ©"8t" 7 inches Wingspan 14112 inches 


SCARLET TANAGER 


No other bird in North America has the breeding male’s unique plumage 
of a rich scarlet body with black wings and tail. When the male arrives 
on the breeding grounds, he perches at the tops of tall trees and 
sings to defend his territory and attract a mate. In the molt 
following the breeding season, the male retains his black bright scarlet 
wings and tail, but his plumage becomes a mixture of overall 
green, yellow, and red patches, later becoming dull Ao ee 
green and yellow, appearing similar to the female — gyq si] e 
bird. Juveniles and first fall males are similar in 
appearance to the adult female. . o. tan to creamy 

B W pink bill with 
e SONG A breathy, coarse series of 4—5 notes, a s Bachih calmer 
somewhat rapidly delivered, guerit-queer- 
query-querit-queer. Pattern is sing-song 
and back-and-forth, somewhat like a 
robin with a sore throat. Has call 
of chip-burrr. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or 
in pairs. May forage for Lae 
food on ground but Be Tine 
more often high in tops of ‘ dull green 
trees. Eats insects, including a § Pn, upperparts 
wasps, bees, and caterpillars.  “<* 
Also takes berries and fruit. 
Gleans food from branches 
and foliage and frequently 
hawks insects. Frequents 
drier forests, often pine 
and pine-oak. 


blackish wings 
and tail 


lemon-yellow 
underparts 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous; solitary or in 
pairs. Male displays by perching below female, 
opening his wings and showing off his scarlet back. WESTERN TANAGER 
e NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by female. Young altricial; Male has additional 
> . C E > y yellow upper wing bar 
brooded by female; stay in nest 9-11 days, fed by both sexes. eee aes oak 
) ) ) ) e females and winter 
1 brood per year. males are similar to 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common in deciduous and mixed their counterparts but 
ah a ‘ : : ¥ : E have white wing bars. 
conifer-hardwood forests. Some recent declines. Casual in West. 
¢ FEEDERS Will come to feeders for mixture of bread crumbs, 
cornmeal, and peanut butter. 
Flight Pattern ¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Vulnerable to loss of 
habitat and forest 
fragmentation, as it requires 
large areas of forest for 
breeding. Fairly common host 
to cowbird parasitism. 


Nest Identification Forbs, grasses, sticks, rootlets, and twigs, with lining of soft grasses and conifer 


needles © far out on limb, 5—70 feet above ground * built by female ¢ 2—5 bluish 


Swift rapid flight with quick wing strokes. 
Sallies forth to take insects in flight. 


greenish eggs, marked with brown, often wreathed; oval to short oval, 
0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration Migratory Weight 1.0 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape cay Location & ay 
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Species Pjpi/o erythrophthalmus | ‘©8th 77.5 inches | WinesPan 10_11 inches 


EASTERN TOWHEE 


Sometimes called a Ground Robin in the South, this is the 
eastern counterpart of the Spotted ‘Towhee. Until recently _ 
these birds were classified as one species, the Rufous-sided black upperparts 
‘Towhee. The two species hybridize where their ranges and hood 
overlap along rivers in the Great Plains. The smaller Florida 
race has whitish eyes instead 
of red like most other races. 
In flight the white undertail 

corners flash conspicuously. . | a eee: 
Juveniles are brown overall with — ai/ feathers 
pale chins and dark streaking on eh 
underparts and upperparts. gale: 
¢ SONG A clear whistled drink- coverts 
your-teeeaaa, with the “tea” trilled. 

Much individual variation, with i: 

; : distinct white patch at 
some birds leaving off the hase of primaries and 
introductory note and some omitting distinct white tertial edges 
the ending trill. Has calls of /ve- DRO OUEr 
WHEEE and che-wink or wank. brown upperparts tail feathers 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. ee , 
Secretive; stays low in underbrush 
and on ground. Frequents brushy 
thickets, woodland edges, and 
riparian areas. Males are conspicuous 


MALE 


underparts 


tawny buff 
undertail coverts 


when singing, often choosing an EEG ean 
SII f Tae base of primaries sides 
exposed perch. Usually detected by — and white tertial o 

WATLE 
the rustle of dry leaves on ground; edges enone 
forages by double-scratching, pulling FEMALE 


both legs sharply backward at once. Eats 
insects, caterpillars, small salamanders, fruits, and seeds. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Courting male chases SPOTTED TOWHEE 
female and fans tail to show off white spots on outer feathers. Extensive white 

= . : . hake %. spotting on back and 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Young altricial; Seomlkioc Sine 


brooded by female; stay in nest 10-12 days, fed by both sexes, shows darker browns on 
more by male. 2-3 broods per year. beady bipase ane 

¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common. Major decline in = al 
Northeast in last half of 20th century. 


® KEEDERS Mixture of oats, 
Flight Pattern 


suet, and seeds: 

@ CONSERVATION Declines in 
Northeast poorly understood; 
vulnerable to loss of habitat, 
clearing of land, development, 
and pesticides in food chain. 
Frequent cowbird host. 


Short bouncy flights with tail spread; 
series of rapid wing beats alternating with 
wings pulled to sides; repeated. 


Nest Identification 


Shape qq = Location sm <i py, 


Sticks, rootlets, grass, bark, and leaves, with lining of soft grasses ® on ground, 
sheltered by grassy tussock or bush, occasionally in low bush or tree, 1-5 feet 


above ground (but up to 20 feet) © built by female ¢ 2-6 creamy white or grayish 


Weight 1.5 ounces 


eggs; oval, 0.9 x 0.66 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat a Migration Northern birds migrate 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family E MBERIZIDAE Species Spixelia arborea | “88th 6.25 inches | Wingspan 9.75 inches 


AMERICAN TREE SPARROW 


After nesting near the frigid tundra regions, 
flocks of these sparrows migrate south and 


can be found primarily in the United States rufous crown 
during the winter. Sometimes traveling gray head 
in flocks of thirty-five to forty birds, and nape 


dark upper and 
yellow lower 
mandibles 


but often smaller, they scout out rufous stripe 
food supplies and willingly come behind eye 
to outdoor feeders. Males often as 
winter farther north than 

females and juveniles. black and rufous 
Males sing during Streaking on 

: eee Scapulars and 
courtship and also to hack 


claim territory. 


gray chin, 
throat, breast, 
and underparts 


dark central 
Spot on breast 


white trim on 
outer webs of 


outer tail feathers AS 


rufous patches 
on sides of breast, 
sides, and flanks 
notched tail 


Juveniles have paler upperparts and streaking on 
the head, breast, and sides. ‘These birds spend their 
summers in open landscapes and their winters near 
the forest edge. 


e SONG Several long clear introductory notes followed by a 
variable trilled melody. Has a call of tweedle-eer, tweed le-eet. 


¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs on breeding grounds. In flocks in winter. —§ JUVENILE WINTER 
Relatively tame and conspicuous. Forages for food by scratching PLUMAGE 
on ground, foliage, or snow. Eats mostly seeds. Also eats insects 
and caterpillars in summer, as well as some berries and catkins 


of willow. FIELD SPARROW 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. ye ane de 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Young altricial; buff breast lacks black 
brooded by female; stay in nest 8-10 days, fed by both sexes. central spot 


1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common in weedy fields, open 
+ areas of brush and scattered 
trees, groves of small conifers, 
mixed contifer-deciduous groves, 
and marshes. 


Short flight on rapidly beating wings 
- é on ‘i Sa 7h ies ® KEE ; s Feeds V1 
alternating with brief periods of wings FEEDERS Feeds on wild 


pulled to sides; repeated. birdseed mixture. 


Nest Identification Stems, bark pieces, moss, and grass, with lining of feathers, fur, and hair ¢ atop 
% clump of grass or moss, rarely low in shrub or tree ¢ 1-5 feet above ground 

e built by female ¢ 3-7 light blue or greenish white eggs, with brown spots and 

flecks; oval, 0.75 x 0.56 inches. 


Plumage Sexes.sinailan eet ly) al a Migration Migratory Weight (9.7 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape @ Location mmm ¥x¥ a 4%. 
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Species Swixel/a passerina 


CHIPPING SPARROW 


Its bold chestnut cap, bordered by a long white superciliary 
stripe during breeding season, helps identify this tiny 
sparrow. Named for its song and call, it sings 

from its high perch during the day, and 

sometimes even at night, or calls 
as it forages for food in trees, 
gardens, and backyards. 

One of the tamest 

sparrows, it will take cauepanes with 
food from human IGE GAN OD 
hands. Juveniles streaking 
lack the white 
eyebrow and 


chestnut cap 


gray nape 
and cheeks 


white supercilium 


black bill 


light brown 


black line 
extends from 
bill through 
eye to ear 


long slightly 
notched tail 


2 white 
wing bars 


gray underparts e 


chestnut cap but have a streaked crown and nape, streaked 
underparts, and buffy wing bars. Winter birds have brown- 
streaked crowns, brown faces, and dark lores. 

¢ SONG A repetitive series of trilled chip notes, chip-chip-chip- 
chip-chip-chip-chip, all the same pitch. Has a call of sees. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. In small family groups after 
breeding season. May join mixed-species foraging flocks in 
winter. Forages on ground and picks off foliage. Eats seeds, 
insects, their caterpillars, and spiders. 


CLAY-COLORED 
SPARROW 
Black-streaked brown 
crown with gray center 


stripe; buffy brown 
cheek patch bordered 
by dark postocular 
stripe and dark 
mustache mark; pale 
grayish eyebrow; 
whitish chin and 
submustachial stripe 
separated by buffy 
malar mark; whitish 
underparts with buffy 
wash on breast. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. A few males polygynous. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 11-14 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 8-12 days, fed by both sexes. 
2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common and widespread in open mixed 


coniferous-deciduous forests, 
Flight Pattern — 


forest edges, gardens, lawns, 
and short-grass fields. 

e FEEDERS Comes to feeders 
for breadcrumbs and seeds. 

© CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Common host to 
cowbird parasitism. 


Typically, short flights with rapidly beating 
wings alternating with brief periods of 
wings pulled to sides; repeated. 


eae Lass Grass, forbs, weed stalks, and rootlets, with lining of mammal hair and grass @ on 
Nest Identification ia : ; 

al branch or vine tangle, rarely on ground ® most often 3-11 feet above ground (but 
up to 60 feet) ¢ built by female ¢ 2-5 bluish green eggs, marked with dark 


browns, blues, and blacks, often wreathed; subelliptical to short subelliptical, 


0.7 x 0.5 inches. 
Habitat . ufo Migration Migratory Weight 04 Gunce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape @ Location gy, bei 


Plumage Sexes similar 
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Family EMBERIZIDAE Species Spizella pallida | "St 5 5 inches WingsPan 8 inches 


(CLAY-COLORED SPARROW 


‘The male bird perches to claim its territory 


. . . . . . SS 
while singing its buzzy insectlike song Sm. 
across the grasslands. Wintering oon 
primarily in the highlands of brown crown with 
central Mexico, this tiny white " black streaks 

: : SUPCTCILIMUIM 
bird flies north to summer fe ein 
oe : whitish stripe in 
in the prairies of Canada middle of crown 
and the northern United white malar 
States. In flight this stripe \ dark stripe 
frequent visitor to + 3 from behind eye JUVENILE 
backyard feeders shows dark ! 
cae ate ae light brown back 
a dark Dull rump. Stripe with dark streaks 


Juveniles have a gray 


nape, buffy brown 
; brown ear 


cheek patch, and patches 
streaked underparts. 
¢ SONG Insectlike pale gray-white 


underparts with 


repetitive bzxx-bzzzz-Rece- bigiy aston = 
zece. Has a call of chip or sip. breast 


¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs 

during breeding season. Small 
family groups prior to fall ints ae j 
migration. ae vigorously defend Es TS 
small territory. Sings often and well into the heat of July. CHIPPING SPARROW 
Forages on ground or low in trees. Eats seeds and insects. May € Winter adults have gray 


39 . . ~ . . . . rump, brow n crown 
join mixed-species feeding flocks with other sparrows in winter. qitiblcecnoene 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. and whitish central 
ey ee 7 : = crown Stripe; gray 

¢ NESTING Incubation 10-12 days by both sexes, but female ce SH ag as) oh 
f ast ’ Sia : underparts ® first winter 

does more. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest birds have buff) 

8-9 days, fed by both sexes. 1—2 broods per year. underparts. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common in brushy weedy fields, ay BREWER’S SPARROW 

riparian thickets, and forest edges. Slight decline over recent Eee SNS Oi 

jecndesd [eso Lal f h ee 3 a4 stripe; blacker streaking 

decades due to loss of habitat after human populations increasec on upperparts; paler 

in the North and East. Rare to casual visitor in migration and brown ear patch lacks 

winter on both coasts, the Southwest, and southern Florida. black outline; whitish 


eye ring. 


@ FEEDERS Will come to feeding stations for breadcrumbs, 
cracked corn, sunflower seeds, and millet. 


¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
Flight Pattern 


migrant. Common host to 
cowbird parasitism. Vulnerable 
to habitat loss due to 
development and land clearing 
for agriculture. 


‘Typically, short flight on rapidly beating 


wings alternating with brief periods of 


wings pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification 


Shape wy 


Sticks, grass, forbs, and rootlets, with lining of mammal hair and rootlets 
¢ atop grassy tussock, on ground sheltered by bush, or low in branch of shrub 


or tree @ less than 5 feet above ground © built by female ¢ 3-5 bluish green 
eggs, marked with dark browns and blacks, often wreathed; ovate, 
0.67 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | "@0et@ J we Migration Migratory Weight (4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


KOGatION) seme we 4%. 
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Species Spixe/la pusilla | “€M8th 5.75 inches Wingspan 8 5 inches 


FIELD SPARROW 


‘This sparrow stays near the ground in fields and open woodlands. When 
defending its nest, the male flies from tree to tree singing a melody that 
accelerates like the bouncing of a dropped rubber ball. ‘The clearing 

of the primeval eastern forest provided thousands 

of acres of habitat ideally suited for this 


grayish brown 
rump 


rusty back with 
dark streaking 
Trusty Cap 
buffy white 
eye ring 


—~e rusty 
Drown wings 


pink bill 


2 wing bars 
gray sides of head 
pink legs 
brown streak and feet 
behind each eye 


buff breast, sides, 
and flanks 


JUVENILE 


small sparrow. Now, as the old farms become suburbs or succumb to the 
woodlots brought on by ecological succession, this bird is declining in this range. 


Similar Birds 


CLAY-COLORED 
SPARROW 

Brown crown with 
central stripe; buffy 
cheek patch; buffy 
brown malar mark; gray 
nape; buffy edges and 
streaks on upperparts; 
whitish underparts with 
buffy wash on chest 
and flanks; 2 buffy 
wing bars. 


e SONG A pleasant seea-seea-seea-wee-wee-wee, which begins with 
separate clear whistled notes and accelerates, either ascending, 
descending, or staying on the same pitch. Call is abrasive cp. 
e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs in breeding season. In small 
family flocks after nesting. In winter, forms flocks that may join 
mixed-species foraging flocks. Forages on ground or low in 
shrubbery for insects, caterpillars, seeds, and spiders. ‘Tame and 
curious; responds to squeaking and pishing by birders. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 10-17 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 7-8 days, fed by both sexes. 
Male tends and feeds fledglings while female incubates second 
clutch. 2—3 broods per year. 


Flight Pattern 


¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common in old fields, open 
brushy woodlands, thorn scrub, 
and forest edge. Casual in West. 
Uncommon in the Maritimes. 

¢ FEEDERS Small grain. 

¢ CONSERVATION Common 
host to cowbird parasitism. 


Short flights with rapid wing beats 
alternating with brief periods of wings 
pulled to sides; repeated. 


Nest Identification 


Shape wy 


Fine grasses, leaves, and dried grass, with lining of mammal hair and rootlets 
© atop grassy tussock or clump of vegetation, sometimes in vine or bush ¢ less 
than 3 feet above ground ® built by female ¢ 2-6 creamy pale greenish bluish 
white eggs, marked with browns, occasionally wreathed; short subelliptical, 

0.7 x 0.53 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | @0tet@, uu me Migration Northern birds migrate Weight .4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Location mm £%% Rife 
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Family Ee MBERIZIDAE Species Pygereres cramineus | “e8N 5.56.75 inches | Wingspan 19_11.25 inches 
& 


VESPER SPARROW 
MTOWDN Car patch 


‘This bird is named for the time of day it usually Re Ree 
sings its best and most continuous choruses, hapa aie 
which is at twilight when many other 
songbirds have become silent. [ts song is not 
limited to the vespers hour, however, for 
during nesting season, it sings throughout 


white eye 


i : upperparts rINg 
the day from the highest perch available — sweaked 
in its territory. This sparrow, with gray-brown 
chestnut lesser coverts on its shoulder a 
0 oH fr LTAYISH 
and white outer tail feathers, has a B74) 
brown 


vast geographical distribution, its — chestnut patch 
home habitats ranging from dry at bend of 
grasslands and farmlands to Ba ene 
sagebrush flats. Juveniles resemble  fejearh 
adults but have more extensive 


streaking on the underparts. 


¢ SONG Two drawled clear notes 

followed by two higher notes, then 

a short descending trill. Call is a 

high thin /sszZ. 

e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
i ipod, 5 white 

May form small family groups after yy, sai] 

breeding season. May join loose feathers e—— 

flocks in winter. Walks on ground. 

Runs from danger instead of flying. 

Forages on ground, in grasses, and 

in low shrubbery for insects and 

seeds. Very fond of dust baths. 


streaking on 
breast, throat, 
and sides 


» white 
underparts 


Neither bathes in nor drinks water, long 

meeting all internal water needs through diet. notched tail pe Rai ee 
onhorter Cail; VCLHOW 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary or loose colonies. BSA supercilium; pale 

e NESTING Incubation 11-13 days by both sexes, but female wry central crown stripe; 

does = yi altricial: b ded | “f, eset ie. ge. central “stickpin” spot 

oes more. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest FA re eae So 
7-14 days, fed by both sexes. Fledglings tended and fed by lesser coverts; lacks 
male while female starts another nest. 1-3 broods per year. white eye ring and 


outer tail feathers. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common. Numbers 
declining in the East as habitat is lost to development and because 
logged areas become older and 
less suitable for nesting. 
® CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Common host to 
cowbird parasitism. Nesting 
sites are being lost due to 
agricultural mowing and other 


Short flights on rapidly beating wings 
alternating with brief periods of wings 
pulled to sides; repeated. operations. 


Nest Identification 


Dry grasses, weed stalks, and rootlets, lined with finer grasses and animal hair 


¢ in scraped-out depression on ground ¢ hidden under vegetation, in field, 


f sain te ARCA se ters Pere ral Se RN [Pw aay Ary ae ee 
Shape cay Location near tall grass clump, on sand or dirt ® built by female ¢ 2—6 creamy white or 


pale greenish white eggs with brown markings; oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Piumnage Sexes similar (| ene iB acy ae Migration Migratory Weight 1.0 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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FamilY R MBERIZIDAE Species Passerculus sandwichensis | “8th 5256.25 inches | Wingspan g_9 5 inches 
A 


SAVANNAH SPARROW 


Named for the city in Georgia whieh or pale 
where it was first spotted, this median crown 
bird has a wide range, living stripe 

in grassy marshes and wet 

meadows to grasslands and 

cultivated grass to tundra. It 

also has considerable variation 

between the many races that 

make up the species. Like 

eS ana e West pyenon central “stickpin” e- 
most of its time on the PLE: 
ground; when disturbed, 

it scurries through the 

grasses, running 

mouselike rather 

than flying away. 

But if hard-pressed 

it flies up a short buff to white e 
distance then drops pea: 
back into the grasses. : 
*@ SONG Begins with 

2-3 chip notes followed 

by 2 buzzy insectlike 

trills, “p-tip-seecee-saaaay. 

Call note is seeep. 


yellow or 
whitish 
supercilium 


dark brown- 


streaked upperparts 


pinkish legs 
and feet 


IPSWICH 
FORM 


Similar Birds 


SONG SPARROW 
Longer rounded tail 
without notch; heavier 
streaking on the 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. short indempane lane 
May form small family groups after notched tail central “stickpin” on 


chest in most races; 


breeding season. Gregarious; forms flocks 

in migration and winter. Forages for food on 

ground, sometimes scratching in dirt and foliage. 

Eats seeds, insects, spiders, and sometimes snails. Roosts in 
small tight groups on the ground. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Some marsh-dwelling 
populations tend to be polygynous. Sometimes loose colonies. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 10-13 days by both sexes, but female 
does most. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 
7-14 days; fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 


e¢ POPULATION Abundant and 
Flight Pattern 


lacks yellow in lores 
and supercilium. 


VESPER SPARROW 
Gray-brown streaking 
on upperparts, throat, 
breast, and sides; wing 
has chestnut patch at 
bend; white outer tail 
feathers; white eye 
ring; brown ear patch. 


widespread in open grassy 
landscapes and tundra. May be 
extending range farther south 
in the southern Appalachians. 
© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon cowbird host. 


Short flights with rapidiy beating wings 
alternating with brief periods of wings 
pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification Moss and dried grasses ® lined with fine hair, fine grasses, and roots ® in 
; depression or scrape, sheltered by vines, grasses, or dune @ built by female 
e 2-6 pale greenish blue or whitish eggs, marked with brown, sometimes 
wreathed; ovate to short ovate, 0.8 x 0.57 inches. 


PIUMEES Sexes similar | OOM oP te Migration Migratory Weight (8 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape wy Location smm= yxy 
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Family EMBERIZIDAE Species 4 yyyyodramus savannarum | *©80 4.75-5.5 inches | Wingspan g_8 5 inches 


GRASSHOPPER SPARROW 
‘These birds are named for their insectlike 
song. The male claims his territory by 
singing from a low exposed perch 
during the day. Hidden in tall 

grasses, this bird runs rather 

than flies from danger. 
Because it nests on the 
ground in cultivated 
grasslands, lives are lost 
when the crop 1s mowed; 
after mowing, predators take 
eggs, young, and adults. 


e SONG High thin 
insectlike buzzing with 
2 notes then a trill, pv 
tuck, xeccecceeccece. At 
dusk may sing with 
more squeaky buzzy 
notes and trills. Call 

is soft insectlike “sf. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 

Solitary or in pairs. 
May form small 

family groups after 
breeding season. 
Forages on ground 

and from low vegetation. Eats insects, worms, snails, 

seeds, and grains. Males sing from any exposed perch. When 
disturbed on nest, female flutters away in distraction display. 


dark crown with 
pale stripe 


through center 


gray-brown 
streaking on 
upperparts 


white 


belly 


short notched 
tail 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous Loose colonies. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 9 days, fed by both sexes. 

2—3 broods per year. we 
¢ POPULATION Common in cultivated fields, grasslands, 
prairies, savanna, and palmetto scrub. Declining in eastern part 

of its range. 

© CONSERVATION Neotropical migrant. Uncommon host to 
cowbird parasitism. Declining 
due to changes in grasses grown 
and losses to agricultural 
operations. ‘hreatened or 
endangered in Florida and parts 
of the Appalachian Mountains. 


Flight Pattern 


Flies close to the ground with a fluttering 
rapid undulating flight, similar to a wren. 


yellow lore 


white eye ring 


yellow at 
bend of wings 


buff breast, sides, 
flanks, and 
undertail coverts 


JUVENILE 


Similar Birds 


BAIRD’S SPARROW 

Buffy orange crown and 
supercilium; dark spot 
in each rear corner of 
ear patch; blackish 
malar mark; necklace of 
dark brown streaks on 
breast; chestnut 
scapulars with pale 
edging forming scaly 
appearance on 
upperparts. 


HENSLOW’S SPARROW 
Greenish buff head and 
nape; blackish crown 
stripes; black-bordered 
ear patch; rusty brown 
upperparts edged 
whitish and streaked 
black; dark brown 
streaking on breast, 
sides, and flanks 

e juvenile is paler and 
more washed with buffy 
head, nape, upperparts, 
and underparts; faint 
dusky streaking on 


sides ® eastern range. 


Nest Identification Dried grass with lining of rootlets, hair, and grass, partially domed on one 


side @ in slight hollow on ground, sheltered by tall grasses © built by female 


Shape wy LOCATION mms 


wreathed; ovate, 0.8 x 0.56 inches. 


¢ 3-6 creamy white eggs with flecks and dots of reddish brown, occasionally 


Plumage Sexes'sinailar | "OMS ul) oe Migration Migratory Weight 9.8 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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DATE TIME LOCATION 


Family E MBERIZIDAE Specles 4 mmodramus henslowii | L€P8th 4.75-5.25 inches | Wingspan 7_7.5 inches 


HENSLOW’S SPARROW Si - 


Upon arrival at the nesting grounds, the male 


begins singing day or night, rain or shine, flat greenish ocherous 
perched or concealed. He cocks his tail down, head with black stripes = 


elevates his head, and expels with a bodily 
shudder one of the shortest songs of any Lape 
songbird. Occasionally, these sparrows neck and nape 
battle one another in defense of 
territory. Their plumage serves as 
camouflage in the marshes 


large grayish bill 


and meadows. Juveniles reddish back « buff-zreen 
fescmbleraqdultssput: and wings with MIT -8 
resemble adults but are mustache, bordered 


6 black streaking 
buffier and paler and nT O 


have only faint streaking = buff edging , 
on their underparts. a 
e SONG Sings flee-LICK, 
like an explosive bird 
hiccup, with emphasis 
on the second note. 


Call is a thin high ¢szp. 


black on both sides 


CONSPICUOUS 
SUPCARING ON 
breast and sides 


whitish underparts 
with buff wash on chest, 
sides, and flanks 


YY 


short notched tail 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Unobtrusive, secretive, and 
easily overlooked, except for the persistent song of the male, 
from low concealed or higher exposed perches. Singing males 
allow reasonably close approach. Forages and skulks on ground 
among vegetation. Eats insects, caterpillars, and seeds. 
@ BREEDING Monogamous. Loose colonies. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 11 days by female. Young altricial; / % ie wu a 
brooded by female; stay in nest 9-10 days, fed by both sexes. sanvionlariy onrehest. 
2 broods per year. sides, flanks, and 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon in weedy meadows, grassy fields erissUnsy leche stucuhing 
(especially wet), and reclaimed strip mine benches in pine-grass 
savannas in the West. Declining, particularly in the Northeast. 
¢ CONSERVATION Some 
concern has been recorded. 
Uncommon host to cowbird 
parasitism. Vulnerable to habitat 
loss due to grazing, agricultural 


Weak fluttering flight with jerking of tail, mowing operations, land 
low over vegetation. Alternates rapid 


GRASSHOPPER SPARROW 
Brown to buffy head; 
pale central crown 
stripe; dark postocular 


on underparts. 


aa aye cis Say ea . clearing, and development. 
series of wing beats with brief periods of 


wings pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification Grass and forbs, with lining of fine grass and hair ¢ on ground in slight hollow or 


sheltered by grassy clump or weeds @ built by female ¢ 3-5 creamy or pale 
greenish white eggs, marked with reddish browns, often wreathed; oval, 
0.7 x 0.55 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | abitat_  U® Migration Mfieratory Weight () 5 ounce 


Shape g Location am- xy 
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Family & \tBERIZIDAE Species Ammodramus nelsoni 


NELSON’S SHARP-TAILED SPARROW 


Its streaked plumage serves as camouflage in 
the dense freshwater marsh grasses 1t 
inhabits in Canada, the northern prairie 
marshes of the US, and parts of 
Maine. When frightened, it 
scampers mouselike, with its 
head held low, and does not 
fly. It recently was determined 
to be a separate species from 
the Saltmarsh Sharp-tailed 
Sparrow; both were formerly 
lumped together under the 
name Sharp-tailed Sparrow. 
Adults show whitish or gray 
streaking on scapulars. 
Juveniles have buffier 
underparts and buffy heads 
without the gray auriculars 

and nape and lack streaking 

on the breast and flanks. 


gray median 


plain gray 
nape and 
ear patch 


huff to light 
brownish 
upperparts with 
blackish streaking 


white belly 


¢ SONG An explosive wheezy 
descending p-sssssshh-uk, like the 
sound of cold water tossed on hot metal. 
¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs or small groups. Secretive. Difficult 

to observe unless male is singing, which it does from 
conspicuous perches. Curious, and will come up in vegetation 
and draw closer to pishing and squeaking by birders. Walks 
around on ground and picks up food or gleans from vegetation. 
Eats insects, their caterpillars, various seeds, and small snails. 
Males loosely territorial or nonterritorial. Flushed birds usually 
fly short distance before dropping back down into dense cover. 


¢ BREEDING Polygamous. Loose colonies. 

e NESTING Incubation 11 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 10 days, fed mostly by female. 
1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in wet meadows, freshwater 


crown stripe 


Length 4.75 inches Wingspan 7 25 mches 


——e ocherous 
orange on face 


gray to dark-brown 


streaked ocherous buff 
breast, sides, and flanks 


JUVENILE 


Similar Birds 


LE CONTE’S SPARROW 
Bold dark brown stripes 
on sides; white median 
crown stripe; gray nape 
with chestnut streaking; 
straw-colored streaking 
on back and scapulars; 
lives in prairies 

¢ juveniles have heavily 
streaked underparts. 


SALTMARSH SHARP- 
TAILED SPARROW 

Larger orange-buff facial 
triangle contrasts sharply 
with body; larger bill; 
black-streaked 
supercilium behind eye 
e juveniles have heavily 
streaked underparts 

* eastern range. 


marshes, and tule beds. Numbers decline with habitat drainage. 

¢ CONSERVATION Rare host 
to cowbird parasitism. 
Vulnerable to loss of habitat due 
to marsh draining and 
agricultural practices, including 
cattle grazing. 


Flight Pattern 


Short flights low over vegetation, with 
rapid wing beats alternating with brief 
periods of wings pulled to sides; repeated. 


Nest Identification 


Location s- i ee 


TIME 


~ 


female * 3— 
0.76 x 0.57 inches. 


Shape wy 


Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE 


LOCATION 


Dried grasses and stems ® atop grassy tussock or on pile 
7 light green eggs, with heavy brown spotting; oval, 


Weight (Jndetermined 


of reeds ¢ built by 
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FamilY Bi BERIZIDAE Species 4 mmodramus caudacutus Length 5 inches Wingspan 7 5 inches 


SALTMARSH SHARP-TAILED SPARROW fe F 


‘This bird was formerly lumped in one 

species, the Sharp-tailed Sparrow, with 

the Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow. Its 

recent taxonomic split gives it the ES bg 
distinction of tying for the longest black behind eye 
English name of any bird species me 
in North America. Making its ee 
home in the Atlantic coastal 
marshes, it walks on the 
ground in search of food 

and scurries through the 
grasses, head down and 
mouselike, when 
frightened. If flushed 
into flight, it flutters 
weakly, with its tail 
jerking, for a short 
distance before 
dropping back down 
into dense cover. 

e SONG A soft 
insectlike /s-Zs-ssssss- 
tsik. Call is a sharp chuck. 
¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs or 

small groups. Males are weakly 


unstreaked 
blackish cap 


large bill 


gray ear patches 
gray-brown back 
with light streaks 
rich buff triangle 
on side of face 


sharply streaked 
pale buff breast, 
sides, and flanks 


NELSON’S SHARP- 
TAILED SPARROW 
Shorter bill; head is less 
flat; less defined 
markings on head and 
around eye; more 
intense ocherous buff 
on breast, sides, and 


flanks ¢ juveniles are 


territorial and sometimes do not defend territory at all. Skulking 
and somewhat secretive. Males sing from exposed perches. 
Curious, this bird will investigate squeaking or pishing by 


buffy overall, with the 
much reduced streaking 
on underparts restricted 
to sides. 


birders. Forages on ground and in dense vegetation to glean 
food from surfaces. Eats insects, caterpillars, seeds, small 
crustaceans, and snails. 

¢ BREEDING Polygamous. Colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 11 days by female. Altricial young 
brooded by female; stay in nest 10 days, fed by female. 2 broods 


per year. white throat; broadly 
streaked underparts. 


SEASIDE SPARROW 
Larger; darker grayer 
upperparts; longer 
heavier bill; yellow 


supraloral patch; dark 
malar stripe separates 
white mustache from 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common and somewhat 
local primarily in saltwater marshes. Declining. 

® CONSERVATION Rare host 
to cowbird parasitism. 

r Destruction of coastal salt 
marshes by draining and 
because of development has 
significantly reduced 
populations of this species. 


Short flights with rapidly beating wings 
alternating with brief periods of wings 
pulled to sides; repeated. 


Nest Identification BP Ae Re 
Reeds, grasses, and seaweed, with lining of finer materials ¢ on ground, set in 


grasses or reeds ® built by female ¢ 3—7 pale greenish eggs, marked with reddish 


Shape wy Location | ~~ — browns; short ovate to ovate, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat Migration Migrator Weight (7 ounce 
£ y 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species 4 wmodramus maritimus \ ©°8th 5 .25-6.5 inches | Wingspan g_8 5 inches 


SEASIDE SPARROW 


‘This shy bird makes its home in the salt marshes of the eastern a 
coasts. Like many sparrows, the male perches atop reeds, grasses, ee ) = 

pe eae ae sie ieee ted a, , . eiie ¥ : R SUPTALOTA ; ; 
or fences to sing his territorial song. Walking or running on the HE long bill with 
ground, its large feet prevent it from sinking in the soft thick base and 
marsh mud. ‘There is much variation in size and color 


Family RMBERIZIDAE 


spiky tip 


across the range, but the most widespread grayish olive 
race, A. m. maritimus, \s pictured here. upperparts 


; Q 3 Q yi stre Ly 99 oF 
Another race, A. m. nigrescens, is darkest, with with streaking 


the heaviest streaking on the underparts, and 
was formerly recognized as the species Dusky 
Seaside Sparrow. Found only near ‘Titusville, 
Florida, it became extinct in 1987. Another 
species, A. m. mirabilis, called Cape Sable 
Sparrow, also found only in the Florida 
Everglades, is listed as federally 
endangered. All races show 
rufous greater primary coverts. 
Juveniles are duller with finer 
streaking on the underparts. 

e SONG Harsh buzzy oka- 
cheee-weee, reminiscent of 
Red-winged Blackbird. Call note is zp. 

¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs or small groups. Forages on ground, 
gleaning food as it walks upright, like a small rail; also wades, 
rail-like, in shallow water. Eats small snails, terrestrial and 
aquatic insects, crabs and other small crustaceans, and some 
seeds. Males fly 20-30 feet high in fluttering skylarking display 
flights and slowly descend back down to a perch — singing all 
the while. 


dark malar 
stripe separating 
throat and white 
mustache 


white or buff 
breast with dusky 
gray streaking 


short 
pointed tail 


SALTMARSH SHARP- 
PAILED SPARROW 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Loose colonies. Sinallen paler buthenin 


e NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 8-10 days, fed by both sexes. 
1—2 broods per year. 


overall color; ocherous 
orange triangle frames 
gray ear patch; whiter 
underparts with sharper 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in coastal salt marshes but dark streaking on breast, 


declining from destruction of this habitat. 


¢ CONSERVATION Rare host to cowbird parasitism. 
Destruction of coastal marshes, application of DD'T in the 1970s, 

and flooding of marshes for 
mosquito control led to the 
extinction of one race and 
contributed to the near 
extinction of another in Florida, 
as well as the significant decline 
of other populations. 


sides, and flanks; black 


crown patch; gray nape. 


Short flights low over vegetation on 
rapidly beating wings alternating with 
brief periods of wings pulled to sides. 


Dried grass and sedges ¢ lined with soft finer grasses @ attached to marsh reeds 


Nest Identification 


Shape q Location yy Lil 
Plumage Sexes sinailar | | Mebitat ya Migration Northern birds migrate Weight () 8 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


or set on clump of grass, from 9-11 inches to 5 feet above mud (but up to 
14 feet) * built by female * 3-6 white to pale greenish eggs, marked with 
reddish browns; short ovate to elongated ovate, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


BIRDS OF ‘THE MID-ATLAN'TIC e 335 


Species Passerella iliaca | ‘©°8" 6.75-7.5 inches | Wingspan 10.5-11.75 inches 


Fox SPARROW 


Named for its rufous coloring, particularly on the rump and tail, the Fox 
Sparrow is one of the largest of all sparrows. There 1s much variation in size 
and coloration over the wide breeding range. The most richly plumaged 
birds breed in the boreal forests from Alaska to Newfoundland and are 

the forms seen in winter in the southeastern US, such as the 

P.7. zaboria pictured here. In the western mountain 

races, birds have gray heads and backs, 
while northwestern Pacific coastal races 
are sooty brown with dark brown 
rumps and tails. While mostly 
solitary, this sparrow 
sometimes 1s observed 
associating with other 
sparrows. Migrates in 
late March and early 
November, generally 
traveling at night. 

¢ SONG Each male has a 

large repertoire of songs, 

singing one after the other until 

his entire suite is exhausted before 

beginning again. Rich flutelike sweet 

melody in northern reddish races; other 

races include grating trills. Variable, each 
phrase rises in pitch then falls on closing notes. 
Call is loud smack or drawn-out sésssp. 


grayish nape 


and upper back 


reddish wings 


reddish tail 
and rump 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs in breeding season. Small 
flocks in migration and on wintering grounds. Forages by 
double-scratching, towheelike, on ground and digging small 
holes by kicking backward with claws. Eats weed seeds, wild 
fruits and berries, insects, spiders, millipedes, and small snails. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 9-11 days, fed by both sexes. 
2 broods per year. 

® POPULATION Uncommon to common in deciduous or 
conifer forest, undergrowth, chaparral, montane thicket, and riparian 


woodland. Declining in East. 
Flight Pattern 


e FEEDERS Birdseed and 
breadcrumbs attract it to ground 
underneath feeders. 

© CONSERVATION Rare 
cowbird host. Vulnerable to 
habitat loss due to logging 
operations and development. 


Short flights on rapidly beating wings 
alternating with brief periods of wings 
pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification 


Shape wy Location en 4, i 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


stout conical bill 


with darker upper 


mandible 


large rufous to 
brown spot on 
central breast 


marked with 
triangular spots 


HERMIT ‘THRUSH 
Reddish tail; lacks 
streaking on brownish 
back; brown to gray- 
brown upperparts; 
whitish gray underparts; 
thin bicolored bill with 
dark tip and creamy 
pinkish yellow base; 
spotted breast, sides, 
and flanks. 


Lichen, roots, bark, leaves, twigs, grass, feathers, and animal fur ¢ lined with 
grass and moss ® on ground or in shrub, rarely on branch of tree ¢ 0-3 feet above 
ground (rarely up to 20 feet) ¢ built by female ® 2-5 pale green to greenish white 
eggs, with reddish brown markings; oval, 0.9 inch long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat pe 9¢@ a am & | Migration Mioratory Weight 1.1 ounces 


underparts heavily 
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Family [2 \fBERIZIDAE Species Melospiza melodia | ©" 5 757.5 inches 


SONG SPARROW 


Even with its drab plumage, this bold songbird 
is easy to spot when it perches in the open, dark malar 


il Frauar ¢ ee ‘ : stripe borders 
trilling its pleasant melody. In flight it ae 


Wingspan g 25 12.5 inches 


pumps its tail up and down. Inhabiting Se 
a wide range, this bird 1s found eyebrow 


3 : brownish, grayish, 
throughout most of North America on browich gray 


and is perhaps the continent’s most upperparts, 

variable species, with approximately usually streaked 
thirty-one subspecies recognized. 
‘The Aleutian race, J/. m. maxima, 


Streaking on 
sides and breast 
meet in center 


is so large and dark it looks like a and form 
different species. Because of the stackpin 
work of Ohio bird biologist ah 
Margaret Morse Nice, the biology BR vnderparts 


of this bird may be the best- 
known of any songbird on the 
continent. Juveniles are similar 
to adults but appear buffier 


pinkish legs 
and feet 


overall with finer streaking. long 

¢ SONG Whistles 2-3 clear OE 

introductory notes, followed ALEUTIAN 
by a trill. Much variation in RACE 


each individual’s song and between 

individuals. Call 1s chimp or what and a high thin sssv. 

e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. May be in small loose flocks 
in winter, often with other species of sparrows. Forages 1n trees, 
bushes, and on ground by picking food off foliage, grass, and 
soil; also scratches on ground. Eats insects, larvae, grains, seeds, 
berries, and some fruits. Coastal species take small mollusks and 
crustaceans. Males sing from exposed perches to claim territory. 


| Similar Birds 


SAVANNAH SPARROW 
Yellowish above eye; 
shorter notched tail; 
pinker legs; finer 
streaking on 
upperparts; central 
“stickpin” on chest. 


LINCOLN’S SPARROW 
Smaller; buff wash on 
chest; more distinct 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Polygynous in some cases. Male 
vigorously defends territory and battles with other males. Often 
chases invading birds from territory. 


markings; finer 

streaking on throat, 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; breast, sides, and 
brooded by female; stay in nest 9-16 days, fed by both sexes. 


2—3 broods per year (occasionally 4 in southern parts of range). 


flanks; lacks central 
“suckpin” on chest. 


¢ POPULATION Widespread and abundant to common in brushy 
areas, thickets, riparian scrub, 
weedy fields, urban/suburban 
lawns, and forest edge. 

¢ FEEDERS Birdseed. 

¢ CONSERVATION Species is 
one of the most frequent 
victims of parasitism by the 
Brown-headed Cowbird. 


Flight Pattern 


Short flights close to ground, tail pumping 
up and down. Alternates rapid wing beats 


with brief periods of wings pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification 


Grass, forbs, leaves, and bark strips, with lining of fine materials ® usually on 


ground, sheltered by grassy tussock or reeds * sometimes in bush or tree, 


2-4 feet above ground (but up to 12 feet) ¢ built by female * 2-6 greenish white 


Shape @ Location am & J, Lil 


eggs, marked with reddish browns; oval to short oval, 0.8 x 0.61 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat @ @ am ve a | Migration Northern birds migrate | Wel€t 0.7 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Melospiza lincolnii | ©?8th 525-6 inches | “iNsPan 7.25_8 75 inches 


LINCOLN’S SPARROW 


This inhabitant of northern bogs and 


3 : aie buff-colored 
mountain meadowlands 1S skittish, often buffcolered wash eye rings | 
raising its slight crest when disturbed. It 97 back and 
is sometimes overlooked because of its shoulders, with 


black streaking broad gray 


furtive habits and similarity to the 
: CyeDTOws 


Song Sparrow, with which it ma a 
ep ; ” whitish chin 


compete when nesting territories GAUGE buff wash on 


overlap. This sparrow can be mustache 

distinguished by its sweet 

curling melody thatsounds 9... 3. 

= Ne = : ’ rufous Wings 

similar to that of a House and wing buff wash 

Wren or Purple Finch, and coverts and fine streaks 

by the buffy band crossing FOU ES LAS 
? ’ : and flanks 

the chest and separating the 

white chin and throat from 

the white lower breast and 

belly. Juveniles are paler and oun ial unstreaked 

buffier overall with more whitish belly 


streaking on their underparts. 
e SONG Features rapid bubbling trilled notes, with last notes 
harsher, louder, and lower in pitch, chur-chur-chur-wee-wee-wee- 
wee-wah. Alarm call is a flat-toned repetitious ¢schup. Calls also 
include a sharp buzzlike zeee. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Sometimes joins mixed- 
species foraging flocks on wintering grounds. Secretive. Skulks 


SONG SPARROW 
Longer tail; thicker bill; 
thicker malar stripe; 


heavier streaking on 
underparts; central 
“stickpin” on chest; 


low in thickets or on ground. Kicks backward with both feet like white underparts lack 
a towhee as it scratches among leaves on the ground; feeds on buffy wash on chest, 
insects and small grains, as well as seeds from weeds and cen See with 

6 3 2 Fi Sé ack 
grasses. In migration, often found in brushy tangles near water. ceeueine: 

ings from a conceal ing spri igration. 
Often sings from a concealed ere during spring migratior Pe 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Duller breast with 
e NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; Clhininien Bhutty seta; 
F . gray head; rufous-brown 

brooded by female; stay in nest 9-12 days, fed by both sexes. Grommevittieray coutal 
1—2 broods per year. stripe; unstreaked white 


throat; rufous wings and 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common in bogs, wet i epee Rh 
primary coverts. 


meadows, riparian thickets, and mountain meadows. 
Uncommon to fairly common in thickets and weedy fields in winter. 


, e FEEDERS Attracted by seed, 
. Flight Pattern 


particularly in migration. 

© CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Rare host to cowbird 
parasitism. Vulnerable to loss of 
habitat because of logging 
operations and development. 


Short flights with rapid wing beats 
alternating with brief periods of wings 
pulled to sides; repeated. 


Nest Identification 


Grass or sedge lined, sometimes with hair ¢ often built in grass, hollow 
depressions, or moss ® built by female ¢ 3-6 pale green to greenish white eggs, 


Shape wy Location <{— with reddish brown markings; oval to short oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | abitat_@ @ wu ws Migration Migratory Weight ().8 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family E MBERIZIDAE Species We/ospiza georgiana | "8th 4.75-5.75 inches | Wingspan 7. 5_8 inches 


SWAMP SPARROW 


‘This small stocky sparrow will nest reddish 
anywhere within its range where pa 
there is sufficient emergent 
dense vegetation 1n 
marshes, bogs, wet 
meadows, or sluggish 
streams. As nestlings 
learn to fly, they 

must stay above the 
water, so as not to 

be eaten by turtles, 
frogs, or fish. Adult 
females are similar 

to males but have 
brown-striped crowns. 
Juveniles are buffy with 
reddish wings and tails and 
heavily streaked underparts. 
Immatures resemble winter 
adults with rich buff sides, gray 
central crown stripe, and buffy wash overall. 

e SONG A bold slow melodious musical trill of either sharp 
single-note or slurred double-note phrases, pear-peat-peat-peat- 
peat-peat-peat. Has a call of zeee or chip. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs in breeding season. May form 
loose flocks in winter. Secretive and skulking in dense 
vegetation or on ground. Curious, it will come to pishing or 
squeaking by birders. Forages by wading in water and picking 
up food with bill or by gleaning prey from vegetation or ground. 
Eats insects and seeds. Male sings to claim territory. 


deep rufous 


"te 


gray face 


whitish throat 


gray breast 


whitish belly 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Loose colonies. Male often feeds 
incubating or brooding female while on nest. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-15 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 11-13 days, fed by both sexes. 
2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common in marshes, bogs, and riparian stands 
of reeds, cattails, and sedges. Rare in the West. Some population 


declines due to loss of marsh 
Flight Pattern 


habitat. 


¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Common host to 
cowbird parasitism. Vulnerable 
to habitat loss due to draining of 
wetlands, livestock overgrazing, 
and development. 


Short flights low over vegetation on 
rapidly beating wings alternating with 
brief periods of wings pulled to sides. 


upperparts with 
black streaking 


deep rufous 
WINS 


JUVENILE WINTER 
PLUMAGE 
Similar Birds 


WHITE-PHROAVED 
SPARROW 

Stockier; larger; yellow 
supraloral spot; whitish 
or buff supercilium; 
two whitish wing bars; 
gray underparts; white- 
and-black- or brown- 
and-tan-striped crown. 


LINCOLN’S SPARROW 
Buffy back and 
shoulders with black 
streaking; buffy breast 
band, sides, and flanks; 
black streaking on 
throat, breast, sides, 
and flanks; broad gray 
supercilium; brown 
crown with black 
streaks; buffy eye ring. 


Nest Identification Dry thick grasses with lining of finer grasses ¢ set in reeds, usually 0-5 feet 


above water @ in some areas, in bush near water, 1-6 feet above ground ¢ built 


Shape gq Location il Ps 


subelliptical, 0.8 x 0.57 inches. 


by female * 3-6 greenish white eggs, marked with reddish browns; short 


Plumage Sexes differ HaHa) dal Migration Migratory Weight ().8 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Zynosrichia albicollis | “M8 6,25-7.5 inches | WiPESPAN 8.7510 inches 


WHITE-THROATED SPARROW Dee 
borders crown stripes 
and eye line 


‘The song of the White-throated Sparrow is 


heard in the Canadian wilderness and in the 
northeastern US where it breeds in 
woodland undergrowth, clearings, and 
gardens. Distinguishing marks include 
a broad yellow eyebrow, or supraloral 
stripe in the front of the eye, which 
tapers to either white or tan, anda 
sharply outlined white throat. 
Although it is common and 
widespread, sightings of this 

bird are rare in the West. 

e SONG A thin whistle, 
starting with 2 single notes 
followed by 3 triple notes: 
poor-sam-peabody, 

peabody, peabody or pure- 
sweet-Canada, Ganada, 


rusty brown 


upperparts 


Canada. Calls include a JUVENILE TAN- 
grating pink and a drawled lisping STRIPED 


tseep. Verritorial birds often sing at night. 

Some black-and-white-striped females sing. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. In winter joins flocks of other 
White-throats and mixed species. Hops on ground or forages in 
shrubs and trees. Scratches among leaves for food. Eats mostly 
weed seeds, fruit from trees, tree buds, and insects. May hawk 
insects in midair. Attracted by pishing and squeaking by birders. 
Two adult color morphs are based on head striping: black-and- 
white-striped and brown-and-tan-striped. Field studies show 
that white-striped males tend to mate with tan-striped females, 
and tan-striped males tend to mate with white-striped females. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 11-14 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 7-12 days, fed by both sexes. 
1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common and widespread in conifer and 


the West. 


| Plight Pattern 


host to cowbird parasitism. 


a. 


logging operations. 


Relatively short flights with rapid wing 
beats alternating with brief periods of 
wings pulled to sides; repeated. 


bs 


ET a eet ioe Tn 
ee 


Shape @ Location Rip mas 


mixed-conifer forest, forest edge and clearings, and thickets. Rare in 


¢ FEEDERS Seeds and grains. 
© CONSERVATION Uncommon 


Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 


subelliptical or long elliptical, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


yellow 
supraloral stripe 


dark bill 


white 
throat 


2 white wing 
bars 


eS grayish 


underparts with 
diffuse streaking 


WHITE-CROWNED 
SPARROW 
Black-and-white- 
striped crown; pink 
bill; lacks whitish 
throat contrasting with 
gray breast; lacks 
yellow supraloral spot; 
tertials lack bright 
rufous coloring. 


Harris’S SPARROW 
Winter adult and 
juvenile ¢ slightly 
larger; pink bill; crown 
varies from tan with 
black stippling, to 
black with white 
spotting, to black; face 
buffy tan; chin varies 
from white to 
blackish; throat white, 
black-and-white, or 
black; blackish band 
crossing upper breast. 


hate 
Bestiaeen bt a, . : , ; ; F 
ation } MAE hit Lined with coarse grass, wood chips, twigs, pine needles, roots, and other fine 

- mat x fe def i ai J ? ry . . a 6 
ae materials ¢ often found at edge of clearing ¢ 0-3 feet above ground ¢ built by 
female ® 3-6 greenish, bluish, or cream-white eggs with reddish brown markings; 


Plumage Sexes similar | abitat ee @& m« %¢ Migration Migratory Weight ().9 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family EMBERIZIDAE Species 7 yn otrichia leucophrys Length 6 5-7.5 inches 


WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW 


‘This bold bird is easy to identify, with conspicuous 
black stripes on its white crown, a pink to iy 
F @ pP pag 
dull yellow bill, and a pale gray throat. supercilium with bold 
ek ; oe black stripes 
Like many sparrows, the male 


Wingspan 9 2510.25 inches 


while crown 


black postocular 


sings to claim its territory and stripe 
duels to defend its ground. pink to dull 
His songs may even brownish upperparts yellow bill 


with blackish brown 


continue into the night. streaking whitish io. ee 
As 1s usual with a RUB TTD aes: 
wide geographical ? white 


range, there is wing bars grayish 

morphological underparts 

ia a become white 

and behavioral on boy FIRST WINTER 


variation. ‘he 
most striking 
subspecies 
differences include 

bill color and white versus black 
supralorals. Juveniles have heavily streaked 
underparts and a brown-and-buff-streaked head. Immatures 
have a brown-and-tan-striped head and unstreaked underparts. 


—_ 


Similar Birds 


WHITE-THROATED 
* SPARROW 

More rufous-brown 
upperparts; mostly 
dark bill; well-defined 
white throat patch; 
yellow spot between 


brownish wash on 


sides and flanks 


e SONG A melancholy whistled poor-wer-werter-chee-zee. Has call 
note of pzzk or sharp seek. 


eye and bill; gray 

underparts; two white 
wing bars; black-and- 
white- or brown-and- 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. In small family groups after 
breeding season. Forms flocks in winter. Males sing from 
exposed perches; sometimes in spring on wintering grounds. 
Gleans food from vegetation; hops on ground and forages by 
scratching. Eats seeds, insects, caterpillars, and parts of plants. 


tan-striped cap. 


HARRIS’S SPARROW 
Winter adult and 
juvenile ¢ slightly 


larger; pink bill; crown 
varies from tan with 
black suppling, to 
black with white 
spotting, to black; face 
buffy tan; chin varies 
from white to blackish; 
throat white, black- 
and-white, or black; 
blackish band crossing 
upper breast. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Individuals in some nonmigratory 
populations may pair for life. Some polygynous. 

e NESTING Incubation 11-14 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 7-12 days, fed by both sexes. 
Male continues to feed young while female starts another nest. 
24 broods per year (largest number of broods in southern 
populations; 1 brood in far north). 

¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in woodlands, 
thickets, wet meadows, and chaparral. 

¢ FEEDERS Baby chick scratch 
and seeds. 

¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Uncommon host to 
cowbird parasitism. Vulnerable 
Short flights on rapidly beating wings in the West to habitat loss 
alternating with brief periods of wings because of land development 
pulled to sides; repeated. and logging. 


Nest Identification Grass, sticks, rootlets, and forbs ¢ lined with soft grasses, feathers, and hair 
a ¢ on clump of grass or moss, sheltered by bush, or in small tree * 0—5 feet 


above ground (but up to 30 feet) ¢ built by female ¢ 2-6 light blue or green 
Shape @ Location mmm xx¥ Jy. eggs marked with reddish browns; ovate to short ovate or long ovate, 
0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar |abitat @ @® « ~ Migration Northern birds migrate | We" 1.0 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Wingspan 9 25-10 inches 


DARK-EYED JUNCO gene 
hood 

In 1973 the American Ornithologists’ Union grouped gray 

under one heading what was once considered five UPPDETES 

different junco species. ‘Thus, the Dark-eyed 

Junco is composed of geographic races that differ 


Family Rt BERIZIDAE | Length 5_75_6.5 inches 


Specles Junco hyemalis 


in color and range but are closely related and SLATE- 
have similar habits. All races of the species COLORED 
MALE 


complex have white outer tail feathers; a 
black, gray, or brown hood; and white 
lower breast, belly, and undertail 
coverts. All have similar songs; 
all but one have a pink 


NG white outer 


: tail feathers 
bill. Females tend to be A 
paler and sometimes : 
browner on the back. ; SLATE-COLORED 
brownish 


Juveniles have JUVENILE 
streaked upperparts brownish gray 
and underparts. upperparts @ 
¢ SONG Melodic trill, 
varied in pitch and 
tempo and from dry 
chip notes to tinkling 
bell-like sounds, similar 


gray hood 


PINK-SIDED 


MALE MALE 
SLATE- 


to Chipping Sparrow. Call OES AD) 
is abrasive df produced with eat : 
sucking smack. ‘Twitters in flight. WHITE-WINGED | GRAY-HEADED 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. In small family groups after MALE MALE 
breeding season. In spring and fall may join mixed-species | ew, ug 
4 ; ; Similar Birds 
foraging flocks; forms flocks in winter. Forages by gleaning from Gb ates 
vegetation and scratching on ground. Hops. Eats seeds, grains, 2 YELLOW-EYED JUNCO 
berries, insects, caterpillars, and some fruits; occasionally hawks oS Yellow eyes; black 
; : ‘ A , ~ lores; rufous-trimmed 
flying insects. The larger males often winter farther north or at reaterooereana 
higher elevations than juveniles and females. tertials; gray head and 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Habe levee esvand 
= : my underparts paler than 
¢ NESTING Incubation 11-13 days by female. Altricial young head; white belly 
brooded by female; leave nest at 9-13 days, fed by both sexes. * limited southwest 


range. 


1-3 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in coniferous and 
mixed conifer-deciduous forests 
and bogs; winter habitats vary. 

¢ FEEDERS Breadcrumbs, 
nuts, and seeds. _ 

¢ CONSERVATION Uncommon 
cowbird host. Vulnerable to 


Short flights with white outer tail feathers 


flashing conspicuously. Alternates several ; z 
rapid wing beats with brief periods of habitat loss due to logging 
wings pulled to sides. operations. 


Grass, weeds, and leaves, with lining of fine grass, hair, and feathers ¢ on ground, 


sometimes in cavity, sheltered by bush, tree roots, log, occasionally in shrub or 
tree, 0-20 feet above ground ® male gathers materials and female builds 

Shape g Location ummm ae 4%, ¢ 3-6 whitish to bluish white eggs, with markings of brown and gray, sometimes 
concentrated at larger end; oval to short or long oval, 0.8 x 0.56 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat @@ @& Migration Northern birds migrate | Wel€4t 0.7 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family E MBERIZIDAE Species Cyfrarius lapponicus | ‘©°8h 67 inches | Wingspan 10.5-11.75 inches 


LAPLAN D LON GSPUR black crown, lores, cheeks, 


In winter this bird is commonly in the company of throat, and breast 
Horned Larks, Snow Buntings, and other reich 
longspurs on barren snow-swept fields throughout drown nape 
the north and central US, sometimes 1n large 
flocks. Resembling a House Sparrow, it is seen 
often. In all plumages the outer two tail 
feathers are partly white and partly black. 
Females are duller in color with rufous 
greater wing coverts and edging on the 
tertials, and a bold dark triangle outlines 
buff ear patches. Juveniles are similar to 
females but with heavy streaking on 

the head, back, and underparts. 

¢ SONG Liquid warbling Bobolink- 
like song given in flight. Call is 
melodious fee-/ee-00 or fee-dle or dry 
rattling dit-11-it. 

¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs or small 
family groups in summer. 

Forages on ground for insects 

and spiders; also eats seeds 

from grass and sedges; mostly tan auriculars 
weed seeds in winter. Migrates — 407dered 


~e broad white 
Stripe extends 
from eye to sides 
of breast 


white 
underparts with 
black streaking 
on sides and 
flanks 


broad white 


in flocks in late fall and early Claas supercilium ee a 

spring. flocks number in the chestnut nape WINTER zs INES 
mee. : zs MALE REMALE 

thousands on US wintering with blackish 

grounds. Courting tundra male S/¢a#mg Similar Birds 


may sing while chasing female 

on ground; gives skylarking 

flight song, rising from ground in 
front of female, singing above her, 
and gliding back down with tail and 
wings spread. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 10-14 days by female. 

Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 8-10 days, fed 
by both sexes. Fledglings are divided equally between the 


sexes; each tends its half of the 
Plight Pattern 


J SMITH’S LONGSPUR 
Winter ® rich buff nape 
and underparts; thin 
dusky streaking on 
underparts; white 
shoulder patch, often 
hidden; 2 white outer 
tail feathers tipped 
black on distal third of 
outer web; small thin 
bill; buffy supercilium. 


brood. J brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common to 
abundant on arctic tundra in 
summer; prairies, grassy fields, 
stubble fields, and dune areas 
along shorelines. Widespread. 


Rapid wing beats alternating with brief 
periods of wings pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification " : ; ; 
Fine grass and feathers ¢ lined with grass and moss ® in scrape or shallow 


depression @ built by female ¢ 4-7 greenish white to pale gray-green eggs, with 


Shape QF Location mm brown and black markings; elliptical to oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat oi) da Nee Migration Migratory Weight 1.0 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family EMBERIZIDAE Species Plectrophenax nivalis | ©8th 6 .25-7.25 inches | Winespan 12_13 inches 


S NOW B UNTING white head and 
P shoulders 


‘This bird can survive temperatures as low as 
fifty-eight degrees below zero and often 
tunnels in the snow in the shelter of 

grass tussocks or shrubs to keep eae 
warm. When seen in flight from bill 
below, it often appears completely 

white, like a large snowflake. Males have 

a white rump. Nonbreeding females have 

a cinnamon rump and shoulders. 


e SONG Series of bold repetitive high 
trilling musical notes. Sings only on 
breeding grounds, usually in fluttering 
display flight and from the ground. Call is 
whistling few. 

¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs on breeding 
grounds. Fledged young quickly 


form foraging flocks when brownish 

independent of gray-black — streaking on 
upperparts white head _— 

parental care. long black- tinged with = 


Gregarious after and-white brown 
breeding, often ics 
roosting, traveling, 

and feeding in large 
flocks. Frequently 
bathes in snow. Forages 
on ground for seeds, 
insects, and caterpillars. 
Coastal birds also feed on small FEMALE 
crustaceans and mollusks. Joins other 
open-landscape bird species in winter, including 
Lapland Longspurs and Horned Larks. 

® BREEDING Monogamous. Pairs. 


e NESTING Incubation 10-16 days by female. Young 
altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 10-17 days, 
fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year; birds in the 
southern limits of range occasionally have 2 broods. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in summer on arctic 


rocky shores, dry 
Flight Pattern 


black back 


MALE 


long black-and- 
white wings 


white 
underparts 


F black tail with white 
outer tail feathers 


MckKay’s BUNTING 
Alaska range 

¢ breeding male 
completely white 
except for fine black 
streaking on forecrown; 
black tips to central tail 
feathers; black distal 
half of primaries and 
tertials; heavy black bill 


white 
underparts 


e breeding female is 
similar but shows black 
chevrons on shoulders; 


black spot on nape; 
more black on central 
tail feathers ¢ winter 
plumage similar to 


breeding plumage but 
Ce with cinnamon crown, 

vee ~~, washes of cinnamon on 
upperparts, and yellow- 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


orange bill. 


tundra, cliffs, and talus slopes; 
winters in stubble fields, grassy 
fields, and on coastal beaches 
and around sand dunes. 


e¢ BIRDHOUSES Will build 
nest in birdhouses. 


Swift flight on rapidly beating wings 
alternating with brief periods of wings 
pulled to sides. 


Grass and moss with lining of grasses, mammal hair, and feathers © under grassy 


tussock or in crevice of rock or cliff; in nest boxes, buildings, empty oil barrels, 
and other artificial structures ¢ built by female ¢ 4—7 whitish to light blue-green 
eggs with brown and black markings; subelliptical, 0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


Weight 1.5 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family CaARDINALIDAE Species Cgrinalis cardinalis | ‘©°8h 75-925 inches _ | WingsP@n 10-12 inches 


NORTHERN CARDINAL pee ee ee 


through eyes crest 


The official bird of seven US states sings a variety 
of cheerful melodies year-round. The male fights 
other birds to defend his territory and sometimes cone-shaped 


tries to attack his own reflection in windows, reddish bill ey 
automobile mirrors, chrome, and hubcaps. black patch 
Having adapted to suburban areas, these birds at base of 

bill extends 


visit backyard feeders regularly and sometimes 
take food from the hand. Juveniles resemble the 
adult female but have a blackish instead of reddish bill. 


onto throat 


e SONG Variable. Variety of gurgling and clear whistled 
melodies. More than 25 different songs. Best-known 
phrases include whoit cheer, whoit cheer, cheer-cheer-cheer; 
cheer, whoit-whoit-whoit-whott; wheat-wheat-wheat-wheat; and 
bir-dy, bir-dy, bir-dy, bir-dy. Female in courtship duets 
with male after territory is established 

and prior to nesting. Call is red tip 
abrasive metallic chip or pik. dusky lores 
© BEHAVIOR Solitary or 2 Patch at 
; : j ae base of bill 
in pairs during breeding 

season. Gregarious at other 
times, forming flocks in 
winter or joining mixed- 
species foraging flocks. 
Forages in trees, bushes, 
and on ground. Eats insects, 
seeds, grains, fruits, and snails. 
Drinks sap from holes drilled by 
sapsuckers. Hops rather than walks on ground. 


buffy golden 
brown head and 
underparts 


buffy olive 
upperparts 


FEMALE 


buff-brown @— 
underparts 


JUVENILE 


> 


red wash on Similar Birds 
wings and tail a 
PyRRHULOXNIA = 
© BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Male feeds female Resembles female and 


during courtship and while incubating. even Neues 
; Cardinal; stubby sharply 


e NESTING Incubation 12-13 days, mostly by female. Young curved yellowish bill; 
altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 9-11 days, fed by both red eye ring; red tip to 
sexes. Male may continue to tend fledglings while female HOME ery Cress /erauieh 


upperparts; red edging 


begins incubating new set of eggs. 2—4 broods per year. to primaries; reddish 
¢ POPULATION Abundant and widespread in woodland edges, wash on throat and 

: : ; lerparts, 
undergrowth, thickets, and residential areas. Range has ae paren ae 


expanded north in the last century, partly due to increase of 


Flight Pattern 


feeding stations. Casual in West. 
@ KEEDERS Cracked corn, 
sunflower seeds, birdseed. Will 
bathe in birdbaths. 

® CONSERVATION Common 
Short flight just above vegetation or below cowbird host, especially in the 


canopy; rapidly beating wings alternate central portion of its range. 
with brief periods of wings pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification 


Shape sy Location & ay ay 


‘Twigs, weeds, grass, bark strips, and leaves ¢ lined with hair and grass @ in 
fork of low tree or bush or set in tangled twigs or vines ¢ usually less than 

5 feet above ground (but up to 15 feet) ¢ built by female ¢ 3-4 pale greenish, 
bluish, or grayish eggs with dots and flecks of gray, purple, and brown; oval, 
1.0 x 0.7 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat a #e Migration Nonmigratory | Welé" 1.6 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family CARDINALIDAE Species Pheycticus Iudovicianus | +©8th 7_8.5 inches | Wingspan 12-13 inches 


ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK 
‘This bird’s clear notes are delivered in robinlike phrases, 
but the song 1s sweet. Males sing constantly, even while 
sparring to win a female. In flight the male shows 
rosy red wing linings, a white rump, and black- 
tipped white uppertail coverts; females flash white shoulder 
yellow wing linings. First fall males have patch 
less streaking on underparts than females, — ®#/e wing 
buffy wash across the breast, and rose- DOG 
red wing linings. First spring males are 
similar to adult males but with brown 
edges to the black plumage. 
¢ SONG Rich warbled 
melodious phrases 
interspersed with 
call notes. Squeaky 
abrasive call, eek. aa 
¢ BEHAVIOR I ie ee ae 

é : ' white inner webs to 
Solitary or in pairs — guter rail feathers 
in breeding season. 
Flocks in migration 
and winter. Forages 
in trees, shrubs, and 
on ground. Eats seeds, 
insects, caterpillars, 
tree flowers, fruits, and wre 


black head 
and back 


white or buff- 
colored bill 


black throat 


white underparts with 
rosy red triangular 
patch on breast 


MALE 


white es, MALE 
eyebrow Crownish 

upperparts with 

dark streaking 


2 broad white . 
wing bars FIRST SPRING 
MALE 


berries. Hover gleans es 

: : and throat 
high in trees at branch TEE 
tips; females more FEMALE whitish to buff Similar Birds 


underparts with 
brownish streaking 


BLACK-HEADED 
GROSBEAK Q 
Buff to white 
supercilium; pale 


often than males. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 
Male and female rub bills to display affection during courtship. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by both sexes. Altricial 
young brooded by both sexes, more by female; stay in nest 
9-12 days, fed by both sexes. Male may tend while female 
begins second nesting. 1—2 broods per year. 


cinnamon chest with 
fine streaking on sides 
and flanks; upperparts 
have buffy mottling and 
streaking; lemon-yellow 
a ¢ f : : underwing coverts. 
¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in deciduous 
forest, woodland, and second growth. Rare migrant in West. Rare to 


accidental in winter on southern 
California coast. 

e FEEDERS Use increases 
during migration. 
© CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Common cowbird host. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
logging. 


Nest Identification ‘Twigs, weeds, and leaves ¢ lined with fine twigs, rootlets, and mammal hair © in 


vines, low tree, or shrub, 5-15 feet above ground (but up to 50 feet) ¢ built 


Swift flight on rapidly beating wings with 
brief periods of wings pulled to sides. 


mostly by female, but male helps ¢ 3-5 light greenish or bluish eggs marked 


Shape Location ; : d 
e ww ba ba with reddish brown; oval, 1.0 x 0.7 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat (2. Migration Migratory Weight 1.6 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Length 6 25_7.5 inches | Wingspan 40.5_11.5 inches 


(ee 


Family CARDINALIDAE 


BLUE GROSBEAK black lores and 


Often seen flocking in southern fields in spring, this face around 
grosbeak, with its deep blue plumage, may appear MALE = base of bill 


black from a distance or on a cloudy day. Not shy, it 
hops on the ground, wagging or spreading its tail, 
and sings from a conspicuous perch. In nesting 
season the male attacks other pairs to defend — blackish wings 
its territory. Females may be mistaken for and tail 
female Brown-headed Cowbirds, but the 
large triangular bill and brown wing bars 
are distinctive, as is their behavior of 
raising a slight crest and flicking and 
spreading their tails. Females have a 
gray-brown rump that can show a 
bluish cast. 
¢ SONG Series of deep rich 
slightly scratchy warbles 
that rise and fall in pitch, 
nails ei iirol Pe Ee FIRST 
TESCO S EC ULES darker brown, SPRING MALE 
Finch. Call ts explosive Streaking on back 2. 
tallic pink : dull brown , Tin 
metallic P77. overall = (lnnamon to Similar Birds 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary chestnut wing 
3 ale hae : bars INDIGO BUNTING 
ort peat ee * Smaller; bright blue 
breeding season. 


deep rich 
blue overall 


thick conical 
bill with blackish 
upper mandible 
and silver-gray 
lower mandible 


2 chestnut 
wing bars 


paler overall; smaller bill; 
More gregarious cinnamon buff lacks chestnut wing 
in other seasons: on throat bars ¢ female is smaller 


with smaller bill; brown 
overall with faint 


forms flocks. Hops ’ - 
cinnamon buff 
= streaking on breast and 


on ground to forage; underparts 
gleans from weeds, 
bushes, and low in trees. 
Eats mostly insects in summer; also 
fruits, seeds, grains, and land snails. May fly considerable 
distances across fields from one song perch to the next. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ female has brown 
¢ NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. Young altricial; plumage overall; lacks 
brooded by female; leave nest at 9-10 days, fed mostly by wing bars ® casual in 
female. 2 broods per year. Texas. 


narrow brown wing 
i bars. 

FEMALE BLUE BUNTING 
Smaller; blue-black 
overall; smaller bill with 
rounded culmen; lacks 


chestnut wing bars 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common in overgrown fields, 
riparian thickets, brushy rural 


Flight Pattern roadsides, and woodland edges. 
Range 1s expanding in central 
and northeastern US. 
e FEEDERS Seeds and grains. 
Swift flight with rapid wing beats ¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 


alternating with brief periods of wings migrant. Fairly common 
pulled to sides. cowbird host. 


Nest Identification Twigs, weeds, rootlets, snakeskin, leaves, bark, bits of paper, and string, with 


lining of finer materials ¢ low in tree, bush, or weed clump ¢ 3-12 feet above 


ground ¢ built by female ¢ 3-5 light blue eggs occasionally marked with brown; 


Shape Location 
P ww Ay Se - oval, 0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat @ «uf Migration \{ioratory Weight 1.() ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family CARDINALIDAE Species Passerina cyanea | €N8th 5 255.75 inches | Wingspan g_9 inches 


INDIGO BUNTING 


Rete es Ne E blue-purple 
‘The male’s distinctive plumage looks blue in eno ieae 


sunlight and almost black in shade or backlighting. 
Populations are expanding with the creation of 
disturbed habitat after logging, highway and 
power line construction, and farmland 
abandonment. Its breeding range now 
includes much of the Southwest. 


deep-colored bright 
blue overall 


e SONG Series of varied measured strident 
phrases, usually paired, sweer-sweer, sweeter- 
sweeter, here-here, often with an added trilled 
ending. Call is a “wet” spit or plik. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs during 
breeding season. Gregarious at other times; 
in flocks in winter, often with other 
buntings. sparrows, and finches. Forages 

in trees, shrubs, and on ground. Eats 
variety of insects and larvae, especially 

in summer; also dandelion seeds, 
weed seeds, grass seeds, small 
grains, and wild berries. Males 
defensive of territory; often 
engage in colorful chases 
with other males. 


e BREEDING La 


brown head and 


upperparts 


2 tawny buff 
wing bars 


Monogamous. phew | 
Solitary. Some Wiel ana 
males polygynous underparts 
when outnumbered 
buffy brown- 

by females. ae tertials edged with 
e NESTING and flanks with contrasting buff 

: dusky streaks 
Incubation ; darker brown 


FEMALE wings and tail with 


12-14 days by female. 
blue-edged feathers 


Young altricial; brooded 
by female; leave nest at 9-12 days, 
fed mostly by female; some males bring food. 2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common. Abundant in some 


deciduous forest edges, old fields, clearings, and agricultural areas. 


Expanding. 


Flight Pattern 


seeds and grains. 


migrant. Common host to 


Short flight low over vegetation with rapid cowbird parasitism. Some 


wing beats alternating with brief periods 
of wings pulled to sides. 


cut-over forests. 


@e FEEDERS Comes for small 


© CONSERVATION Neotropical 


habitat loss due to maturation of 


dark blue to 
black lores 


MALE 


blue edzing to 
blackish wings 
and tail 


WINTER 
MALE 


BLUE GROSBEAK 
Larger; large triangular 
bill; tan wing bars. 


VARIED BUNTING @ 
Olive-brown to tawny- 
brown overall; brown 
rump; bill with more 
decurved culmen; 
narrower tertial edges 
with less buffy contrast; 
lacks streaking on 
underparts; lacks brown 
wing bars. 


Nest Identification Weeds, bark, and fine materials, lined with grass and leaves ¢ in weed clump, 
dense shrub, or low tree ¢ 1-15 feet above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 3-4 pale 


bluish white to white eggs, sometimes with brown or purple spotting; short oval 


Shape PocatlOn ae = AY tela to short subelliptical, 0.8 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat @% 9¢ 1% m@ oe | Migration \Mioratory 


LOCATION 


DATE TIME 
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Family CaRDINALIDAE Species Spjxa americana Length 6_7 inches Wingspan 9_11 inches 


DICKCISSEL 
‘This bird is named for its song of dick-dick-dick-cissel. 
Often flying in flocks over grassy prairies, the 
Dickcissel, with its black bib and yellow breast, 
looks like a small meadowlark. Females are 
similar to males but lack the black bib and 
have duller chestnut wing patches. 


yellowish eyebrow 
becomes whitish 
behind eye 


brown auricular 
patch and crown 


as ; : é f brown 
@ SONG Staccato dick-dick-dick-cissel. Has an upperparts 
insectlike call of dzz7vrvv. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs during black. 


streaking 


breeding season. Gregarious at other 
on back 


times, forming wintering flocks 
numbering thousands of birds. Joins 
communal roosts after breeding season. 
Male sings from exposed perches and 
in flight. Forages on ground. Eats 
grains, seeds, and insects. 

¢ BREEDING Polygamous, although 
some birds are monogamous. 

e NESTING Incubation 12-13 days 

by female. Altricial young brooded 

by female; stay in nest 
7-10 days, fed by female. 
1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION 
Common to abundant 
in grasslands, 
meadows, savannas, 
and fields. Local 
and irregular east 
of Appalachians. 
Rare in migration 
on Atlantic and 
Pacific Coasts. 
Casual in winter 
in the East. 

¢ FEEDERS Birds in northern 
part of range come to feeders. 


yellowish eyebrow je 
becomes whitish 


behind eye MOO 


auricular patch 


grayish-brown upperparts 


ie blackish 
le ‘ streaking on back 
thin dark 
brown 


. chestnut 
malar stripe 


wing 

' coverts 
white throat, 
chin, and 


mustache FEMALE 


dusky white 
underparts 


© yellow breast 


¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Frequent host to 
cowbird parasitism. Nests and 
young lost annually to the 
mowing of fields for hay. 
‘Thousands are killed annually 
on wintering grounds for the 
protection of rice plantations. 


Flight Pattern 


Series of rapid wing beats alternating with 
brief periods of wings pulled to sides. 
Often flies in large flocks in compact 
undulating formation. 


thick stout bill 


underparts 


with blackish 
upper mandible ‘2 


dusky white 


white chin 


thin blackish 


malar stripe 


black bib 


bold yellow breast 


chestnut wing coverts 


WINTER 
MALE 


WINTER 
FEMALE 


HOUSE SPARROW Q 
Similar to female 
Dickcissel ¢ stubbier 
yellowish bill; buffy 
supercilium; brown 


postocular stripe; single 


white wing bar; lacks 
pale throat with dark 
malar stripe; lacks 


streaking on flanks. 


Nest Identification 


Shape qy Location & eu 


DATE TIME 


Grasses, stems, and leaves, with lining of soft rootlets, grasses, and hair ¢ low 
in tree or bush, sometimes atop grassy tussock or on ground in field ¢ 0-6 feet 


above ground ® built by female ¢ 3—5 plain pale blue eggs; oval to long oval, 
(0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat Le Migration Migratory Weight 1.0 ounce 


LOCATION 
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SPECIES DoJichonyx oryxivorus | “eM&h 6.258 inches | Wingspan 19.25-12.5 inches 


A 
BOBOLINK ae 
In northern meadows and farmland, this bird is a. 
known for its cheerful bubbling 404-0-/ink song buff-colored 
and handsome plumage. It is said the male IN, 
wears his breeding plumage upside down, as pjack face 
he has black underparts with a buff nape and — ad crown 
hindneck and white scapulars and rump. In 
all plumages, birds are adorned with sharply 
pointed tail feathers, unusual for songbirds. 
All fall-plumaged birds and juveniles are 
similar to the female but have brighter MALE 
yellow-buff underparts with less streaking. 
@ SONG Lively bubbling cascade of notes, 


black back 


——— narrow buff stripe 
: im center of back 


white 
Scapulars 


white 


rump 


starting with low reedy notes and rollicking black underparts 
upward, 40b-0-link, bob-o-link, pink, pink, pank, and wings 


pink. Call is clear pink. bujiedecd 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious; in flocks numbering tertials and 


up to thousands. Males sing from perch or in Le COUTTS 


flight display, circling low over fields. In summer eats 
insects and caterpillars, grass and weed seeds, and 
grains; eats seeds and grains in migration and winter. 
¢ BREEDING Strongly polygynous. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13 days blackish brown crown 
by female. Altricial young with buff central 

: : CTODN Stripe 
brooded by female; stay in 


a> 6 pinkish bill 


nest 10-14 days, fed by both = 4/ack streaking on CBNH WINTER 
‘ bp op dpc ae 
sexes. 1 brood per year. Oath, Tumip; sides, buff overall MALE 


and flanks 


® POPULATION Fairly 
common to common in 
tall grass, wet meadows, 
prairie, hay fields, and 
grain fields. Decline in the 
East during 20th century, 
Rare in the fall on West Coast. 
¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Rare cowbird host. 
Vulnerable to destruction of nests and young 
by mowing of hayfields. Has declined in the Southeast from former 
19th-century market hunting for 
food and from continued 
destruction to protect rice 
plantations. Similar killing 
currently exists on expanding 
Strong undeviating and slightly undulating 
flight on rapidly beating wings. Male has 
display flight with shallow wing strokes on 
rapidly fluttering wings. 


rice plantations on wintering 
Nest Identification 


grounds in South America. 
Shape cup Location umm ¥¢y 


LARK BUNTING G' 
Entirely black except 
for large white shoulder 
patches, white edging 
to tertials and inner 
secondaries, and white 


tips to outer tail 


FEMALE feathers. 


Coarse grasses and weed stalks, lined with finer grasses ¢ in slight depression 
on ground in tall grass, weeds, or clover, sometimes in rut made by tractors and 
combines ¢ female digs scrape and then builds nest ¢ 4-7 eggs, irregularly 
blotched with browns, purple, and lavender; oval to short oval, 

().82 x 0.62 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat J es Migration Migratory Weight 1.7 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ICTERIDAE Species A gelaius phoeniceus | ®80 75-9 5 inches 


RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD 


Believed one of the most numerous land birds in 
North America, the Red-winged Blackbird is known 


Wingspan 12_14.5 inches 


red shoulder patches 
(epaulettes) with 


for aggressively defending its territory from intruders. broad buff-yellow lf 
Many geographical races exist across its extensive distal tips " 


range. Females, identifiable by dark brown upperparts 
and heavily streaked underparts, sometimes show a 


red tinge on wing coverts, chin, and throat. Males black 
resemble females at a year old but have less streaking overall, 
and some red on their epaulettes; they develop glossy ee 
black plumage after their second year. aa 
¢ SONG Gurgling reedy onk-la-ree or gurr-ga-leee. 

Calls: low c/ack, sharp nasal deekk, and metallic “mk. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Small breeding colonies 

in summer. Winter flocks often segregated by sex MALE 


and age. Runs or hops while foraging on ground. 
Eats mostly seeds, grains, berries, and wild fruit; 
in summer also eats insects, caterpillars, grubs, 
spiders, mollusks, and snails. Male’s social 
dominance is proportional to 
amount of red displayed. 

¢ BREEDING dusky tan 
Colonial. Some face 
males polygynous. 
¢ NESTING 
Incubation 

11-12 days by 
female. Altricial dark brown 
young brooded —-Aasvocular 


brown 
crown 


broad dusky tan 
supercilium 


FIRST YEAR 

»® brown MALE 
upperparts with 
dark streaks 


thin brown ; 

malar mark (ie 
4 = 
; [PRICOLORED 

BLACKBIRD 


Longer, more slender 


: stripe ly ¢ male’s red 
by female; stay p eee Ee eee 
: ea )-14 4 », epaulettes have whitish 
in nest 10-14 ¢ ays, 2 thin tan yorders ® females have 
fed mostly by wing bars darker bodies; heavier 


streaks on underparts; 
slackish bellies; lack 


female. 2-3 broods 
per year. 
¢ POPULATION 
Abundant to common in FEMALE 
fields, riparian thickets and 
scrub, freshwater and brackish marshes. 
e FEEDERS Will attend for 
breadcrumbs and birdseed. 
¢ CONSERVATION Vulnerable 
to pesticides in food chain and 
to habitat loss due to the 
Sqenevieh Connapialy Mentineminen drainage of wetlands. Nests and 
displaying males fly with slow stiff shallow | young are destroyed by mowing 
wing beats with epaulettes raised. operations. 


+p . Dried cattail leaves and sedges, lined with fine grasses and rushes © fastened to 
Nest Identification ara ee ; e 
stalks or twigs with plant fibers ¢ in cattails, bushes, trees, dense grass, or on 


Shape wy ground, preferably near or over water ® built by female * 3—5 (usually 4) pale 


dusky white 
underparts heavily 
streaked with brown 


chestnut and buff edges 


0 upperparts; lack pink 


coloring on throat 
e West Coast only. 


blue-green eggs spotted or with zigzag lines of black, browns, and purple; oval, 


Location yey Sul es i (.97 x 0.75 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ | "abitetye J m« sez Migration Migratory Weight 2.3 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family T1oTERIDAE | SPecles Sy ryelja magna | “®8tN g_1] inches | Wingspan 13 5_17 inches 


EASTERN MEADOWLARK 


A common inhabitant of fields and meadows, 
the Eastern Meadowlark often is observed Lenny te 
flicking its tail open and shut while striped crown 
walking through grass and weeds and 


white face with 


along roadsides. Clearing of forests brown upperparts black postocular 
in eastern North America has led streaked with buff ep 
to the expansion of its breeding and black 


range. Fall-plumaged birds 

show narrow buffy mottling in = “unky body 

the black breast band and a 

buffy wash on the face, 

supercilium, flanks, and 

undertail coverts. 

Juveniles have black 

spotting on the chest, 

sides, and flanks. white outer 
Lathe tail feathers 

e SONG A plaintive ; 

tee-you, tee-airrr, Or 

spring-o the-year. Call 

given on ground or in 

flight is high buzzy 

2zzzrrt, and a nasal 

swecink also is given in flight. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs 

during summer. Gregarious during other seasons, forming 

small flocks in winter. Eats mostly insects, especially in 

summer. Also eats grains, weed and grass seeds, and tender 

sprouts of spring plants. 


yellow breast 
and belly with 
broad black V 
on chest 


white sides and 
Hanks with black 
Spots and streaks 


white undertail 
coverts mith 
dusky streaking 


WESTERN 
MEADOWLARK 

Paler upperparts lack 
dark centers in most 
feathers; yellow of 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Some males polygynous. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by both sexes. Young 


throat, especially that of 


altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 11-12 days, fed by both breeding males, extends 
sexes, but female does more. Male may take over brood while into submustachial 
female starts second nest. 2 broods per year. ar rcen nin 

¢ POPULATION Common in meadows, fields, grasslands, and usually brownish; most 
savanna. Decline reported in the East during last quarter of the have less white in outer 


tail feathers. 


20th century. 
¢ CONSERVATION Common host to cowbird parasitism. Nests and 


young destroyed by mowing 
Flight Pattern — 


operations. Vulnerable to 
habitat loss due to natural 
succession of abandoned fields, 
as well as from overgrazing, 
development, and grassland 
habitat fragmentation. 


Several rapid shallow stiff wing beats 
followed by short glides close to landscape. 


_ Nest Identification 


Lined with grass, plant stems, and pine needles ¢ domed or partially domed 


¢ often next to dense clump of grass or weeds on damp or wet ground @ built by 
female * 3—7 white eggs, suffused with pink, with brown and lavender spots and 


speckles; oval to short or long oval, 1.1 x 0.8inches. 
Plumage Sexes similar | “abitat 1@ Migration Northern birds migrate Weight 3 6 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape 9 Location yyy 
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Length 3259.75 inches | Wingspan 13_15 inches 


RU STY BLACKB IRD faint iridescent 


‘This bird is named for the rusty wash on its fall and green on head 
winter plumage. Only birds in juvenile plumage have 
dark eyes; older birds in immature plumage have 

yellow eyes like adults. Juvenile plumage black 
resembles that of winter adults. Fall overall 
males have a blackish loreal mask that — d/ack wings 
contrasts with the rufous wash on the = @”d tail with 
rest of the plumage. The fall female HEISE 
has a gray rump and cinnamon-gray 
supercilium and underparts. Flying in 
large flocks from their wintering 
grounds, these birds will swoop down 
to forage behind tractors and plows. 

e SONG A high-pitched creaky /o0-a- 
lee-m-eck, koo-a-lee—-eek. Has call notes 
of chuck or Kick. 

¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs during 
breeding season. Gregarious. After 
nesting season forms small flocks that 
forage and roost communally. Forms 
large flocks in migration and winter 
and joins mixed flocks with other 
blackbird species and starlings. 
Forages on ground of wet 


woodlands and agricultural darker gray — “ilies ; 
nee qe wings and tail y Similar Birds 
ands or wades in marshes with greenish a a —_ 
and small pools of water. Eats blue sheen ty ci BREWER’S BLACKBIRD 
: ee ee ; Most males are black 
insects, caterpillars, crustaceans, Series 
throughout year, with 
small fish, salamanders, and purplish gloss on head 
snails. Also eats grains, and neck and blue- 
seeds. and fruits green sheen on body, 
¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. Pairs. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 14 days 
by female; male feeds incubating female 
on nest. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay 
in nest 11-14 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
e POPULATION Fairly 
common in wet coniferous 
woodlands, bogs, riparian 
habitats, and swamps. Rare in 
the West. 
© CONSERVATION Rare host 
to cowbird parasitism. 


Family [oPERIDAE Species Wy phagus carolinus 


Ss 


blackish 
Dill 


yellow eyes 


MALE 


blackish legs WINTER 
MALE 


WINTER 
FEMALE 


wings, and tail # female 


Slate-gray 


has dark eyes ® some 
overall 


FEMALE variant fall males have 
buff-brown edging on 
head and body but 

never on wing coverts 
or tertials. 


Flight Pattern 


Strong direct flight on rapidly 
beating wings. 


Nest Identification 


Grasses, moss, and twigs, with inner cup of mud lined with soft grasses and 


rootlets ® over water in dense bush or conifer, usually 2-8 feet above ground (but 


up to 20 feet) ¢ built by female ¢ 4-5 light blue-green eggs, with brown and gray 


Shape Location 
ew= dy Me splotches; oval, 1.0 x 0.75 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat yo #¢ Migration Migratory Weight 2.3 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Qyiscalus quiscula | -©°8 1113.5 inches | WMESP9" 17_18.5 inches 
eeEA| 


(COMMON GRACKLE 


This gregarious bird has expanded its range by 
adapting to suburban areas. Outside the nesting 
season, noisy groups roost together at 
night, often with other species. 
Juveniles are sooty brown with 

dark brown eyes. 


e SONG Grating squeaky lh 
coguba-leek, like a creakin OE SEIU es 
as hinge. Call is a aa en posed Gack ill 
¢ BEHAVIOR Conspicuous. 

Nests, forages, and roosts in 

groups or flocks all year. Large 

postnesting season flocks can glossy black 
damage crops, and winter flocks overall 
may number in the hundreds of 
thousands. Walks on ground. 

Forages in trees, shrubs, grass, 

and croplands; may wade into 

water. Eats insects, worms, 

caterpillars, fruits, grains, pale 
seeds, small rodents, small yellow 
fish, salamanders, and eggs we 
and nestlings of other 
birds. Male displays by lige Dec 
fluffing out shoulder pointed black 
feathers to make a bill 

ruffled collar, drooping 

his wings, and singing. 

e BREEDING FEMALE 
Monogamous. Some ire. 
males polygynous. Colonial. e 
e NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by 
female. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 

16-20 days, fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 

e POPULATION Abundant and widespread in open areas with 
scattered trees, open woodlands, agricultural areas, parks, and 
around human habitation. Casual in southern Alaska and in the 


Pacific states. 
Flight Pattern 


| 


pale yellow 
eyes faint iridescent 
purplish blue on head, 


neck, and breast 


faint iridescent 
purple or deep 


bronze on back 


MALE 


long wedge-shaped 
tail 


faint iridescent purple 


on head and neck 
Similar Birds 


dull black 
GREAT-TAILED GRACKLE 


overall 

BOAT-TAILED GRACKLE 
Lack glossy contrast 
between head and body; 
larger; longer tail 


¢ females have dark 
brownish upperparts and 
cinnamon or pale brown 
ey and buff underparts 
ae ¢ Boat-tailed Grackle 
ranges along Atlantic 
and Gulf Coasts. 


long wedge- 
shaped tail 


¢ FEEDERS Will come for 
small grains and seeds. 

© CONSERVATION Rare host 
to cowbird parasitism. Birds 
feeding on crops and making a 
nuisance in large winter roosts 
sometimes are destroyed. 


Strong swift direct flight with rapid wing 
beats; holds tail folded in a V shape 
while flying. 


Nest Identification 


Shape wy 
Location gy, & AA vES na ae 


Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat gp oo use cece wt | Migration \ioratory Weight 4.5 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Bulky mass of stems, sticks, grasses, and seaweed, with mud lining and softer 
lining of feathers, grasses, and bits of debris © high in tree, in shrub, set in marsh, 
in hollow of old tree, under eave of building, or among highway plantings, 
usually 2-12 feet above ground (but up to 100 feet) ¢ built by female ¢ 4—7 light 


brown or light green eggs, with brown and lilac markings; oval, 1.2 x 0.82 inches. 
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Family [cTERIDAE SPECIES Quiscalus major Length 1217 inches | Wingspan 1823.5 inches 


BOAT-TAILED GRACKLE 

‘This large noisy grackle travels, eats, sleeps, and nests in groups. 
It frequents saltwater marshes and, except in Florida, 1s never 
found far inland. It walks the beaches, large keel-shaped tail 
held high above its back, wading into the water for food, 
examining the wrack line, or gleaning seeds and berries 
from dune vegetation. Brown eyes occur in western 
Gulf Coast races east to Mississippi; 
farther east adults have — 
yellow eyes. Males are ie tines 
larger than females. Juveniles 
have dark eyes and are similar 
to respective adults; males 
lack the iridescent sheen; 
females have faint spotting 
and streaking on the breast. 

e SONG Abrasive loud 
repeated jeeb, jeeb, jecb. Calls a 
noisy variety of harsh whistles, 
chucks, guttural rattles, raspy 
clicks, and wolf whistles. 


iridescent blue- 


black overall 


DTOWN OF 
long keel- yellow eyes 


shaped tail 


MALE 


fawny cinnamon 
supercilium 


darker 
OTOWN CrOWN 


= ; : tawny 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. } Cee soe 
Steals food f, her birds row face darker brown 
otea s rood trom other birds. and throat upperparts 
Diet includes small fish, frogs, dusky brown wings, and tail 


snails, aquatic and terrestrial auricular patch 
insects, shrimp, small birds, 

eggs and nestlings of other 

birds, small reptiles, fruit, 
berries, grain, and seeds. Many in 
northernmost populations winter in Virginia. 


tawny brown FEMALE 


underparts 


Similar Birds 


GREAI“VAILED GRACKLI 


e ay >) . Dp ISCTIONIS yaaa 1e0 Hares) tauaiay (or males : 
BREEDING Promiscuous. Loose colonies. Displaying male a Rarvewbiehe velon 


perches, spreads tail and wings, then bows toward female. Does 
not hybridize with Great-tailed Grackle in overlapping zone. 


eyes; longer bill; flatter 


crown ® inland west of 


a ee : : hy 5 ee Mississippi River. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by female. Altricial young 


brooded by female; stay in nest 12-15 days, fed by female. 
2—3 broods per year. 


SMOOTH-BILLED ANI 

Dark eyes; thick curved 

bill; long graduated tail. 

¢ POPULATION Common in coastal salt marshes and adjacent 

open habitats, agricultural areas, and around human habitations; 

inland in Florida around lakes, : 

Flight Pattern canals, and freshwater marshes. 

Northeastern range expanding. 

¢ CONSERVATION Vulnerable 

to loss of habitat caused by 

draining of marshes for 

agriculture and development. 


Strong direct flight on rapidly 
beating wings with long keeled 
tail extended behind. 


-p . In marsh vegetation; bulky and built of dried stalks, grasses, and cattails, 
Nest Identification S 5 

usually over or near water in marsh or on ground set in grass © in trees, built 
of Spanish moss, feathers, mud, cow dung, and bits of debris, 3-50 feet above 


Shape @y Location \ | Lo a nial ground @ built by female ¢ 3—5 pale blue to blue-gray eggs with splotches of 


black, brown, lilac, and gray; oval, 1.3 x 0.88 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat we ee Migration Northern birds migrate | Wel8ht 7.5 ounces 


DATE — TIME _ ; LOCATION - 
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FamilY [oT ERIDAE Species Wo/orhrus ater | Lereth 78.25 inches | Wingspan 1 1.75_13.75 inches 


BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD Paty 


‘This common cowbird travels and roosts in large flocks with other 
blackbirds after breeding season; winter mixed-species flocks can number 
in the millions. Originally of the Great Plains, where it associated with 
bison, this species has expanded its range cast and west, 


with the fragmentation of the eastern forest and the black overall with Proc heaa 
increase in range cattle and ranching. Like all faint green sheen f J 


cowbirds it is a brood parasite and lays 
its eggs in the nests of other birds. 
Juveniles resemble females but 
are paler overall: 
upperparts have pale 
edging, giving a scaly 
effect; underparts 

are streaky and 
throats gray-white. 

¢ SONG Gurgling 
liquid g/ug-glug-glee, 
with tail spread, faint dusky 
wings drooped, malar mark 
and a forward 

bow. Female’s 

call is harsh rattle. 

Male in flight has high 
slurred ss-eceu! - pale grayish 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary, in pairs, brown underparts 
or small groups during breeding DINE AGERE SEG EITS 
season; otherwise gregarious, foraging and roosting in flocks. 
Calls and displays from the ground or high exposed perches. 
Walks on ground to forage. Holds tail cocked over back. Eats 
insects, caterpillars, spiders, and various grains, seeds, and fruits. 
¢ BREEDING Promiscuous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 10-13 days by host. Altricial young 
usually hatch before host’s young and often outcompete them; 
tended by host. Female usually lays 1 egg in each nest; 

10-36 eggs per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in woodlands, forest edge, 
agricultural areas, and around human habitation. 


e FEEDERS Attends for small 
Flight Pattern 


short 
conical 
Jill 
MALE 

grayish brown 
upperparts 


Otis 


JUVENILE 


FEMALE 


BRONZED CowBIRD 
Slightly larger; much 
longer, larger bill; red 
eyes; ruff on nape 

e male has bronze-green 


sheen on head and 


upper body ¢ female is 
dull blackish brown 
overall. 


SHINY CowBIRD 
Male glossy black 


overall with purplish 
sheen on head, back, 
and breast ¢ female has 


gray-bro WN Upperparts; 


faint gray eyebrow; pale 
gray-brown underparts; 
paler gray throat. 


seeds and grains. 

® CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Numbers reduced tn 
Michigan by trapping to protect 
endangered Kirtland’s Warbler 
in jack pine barrens nesting 
grounds, 


fy 
Nest Identification : ¥ Rell eS, 
Lays eggs in nests of other species ¢ usually 1 egg per nest * up to 36 eggs laid 


per female per nesting season @ light blue eggs, often with brown flecks; oval, 


Swift somewhat swooping direct flight on 
rapidly beating wings. 


Shape Brood parasite il se Ose nanos. 
Location Active nests of other birds 


Plumage Sexes differ Weight 1.7 ounces 


Migration Northern birds migrate 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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ORCHARD ORIOLE 


‘This small oriole with its burnt-orange underparts is found in 
most of eastern North America in summer. It spends most of 
its time in trees in suburban and rural open stands and is 
often unwary when approached. Juveniles 

resemble females, and first spring males 
are similar to females but have a 

black chin and throat. Leaves 

breeding grounds in early fall. 

e¢ SONG Loud rich varied 
whistled notes, accelerating 
into a jumbled ending with a 
slurred wheer!, sounding like 
look here, what cheer, wee yo, 
what cheer, whip yo, what 
wheer! Calls sharp musical 
chuk and a dry chattering 
chuh-huh-huh-huh. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs during breeding season. 
In small family groups after 
nesting. Vocal and often 
conspicuous. Relatively 
approachable. Forages at 
middle to high levels in 
trees and shrubs, often at 
tips of branches; hops from 
branch to branch. Eats 
insects; also berries, flower 
parts, nectar, and fruits. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Solitary and loose colonies. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Altricial young 
brooded by female, some by male; stay in nest 11-14 days, fed 
by both sexes. Mates often divide fledglings and care for them 
separately, but family group remains intact until fall migration. 
1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly 


single white 

wing bar 
white-edged 
flight feathers 


ON DINGS 


chestnut 
rump and 


shoulders 


black tail 
with narrow 
white tips 


olive upperparts 


dusky wings 
with 2 white 
wing bars 


yellowish 
underparts 


FEMALE 


common in open woodland, 
farmlands, scrub/mesquite, 
shade trees, and orchards. 
Species declining in parts of its 
western range. 

¢ FEEDERS Fruit and nectar. 

¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 
migrant. Common host to 
cowbird parasitism. 


Flight Pattern 


Swift slightly swooping direct flight 
on rapidly beating wings, 


black hood, back, 


and wings 


slightly curved 
bill with black 
upper mandible 
and blue-gray 

lower mandible 


chestnut 
underparts 


FIRST SPRING 
MALE 


Similar Birds 


MALE: No other North American 


songbird is extensively black above 


and chestnut below. 


HoopEp ORIOLE Q 


Female and juvenile are 


or 


larger; longer tail; longer 
bill; thinner lower wing 
bar; undertail coverts 
often washed yellow- 
orange ® juvenile male 
has more extensive 
black bib. 


Nest Identification 


Shape ra 


Location ay a: 


oval, 0.8 x 0.57 inches. 


Intricately woven pouch of grasses with lining of plant down ¢ hanging from fork 
of tree or bush, often hidden in cluster of leaves, 6-20 feet above ground (but up 


to 50 feet) © 3-7 light blue or gray eggs, splotched with gray, purple, or brown; 


Habitat @,@ e § = 


Plumage Sexes differ 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Migration Migratory Weight 0.7 ounce 
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Species Fezerys galbula | “©! 7_8.25 inches | “iMESP8" 11.25-12.5 inches 


BALTIMORE ORIOLE slack hoo | 
Hac ood 5 
| 


| straight blue-gray bill 
with blackish culmen 


‘The eastern counterpart to Bullock’s Oriole was once 
thought conspecific with it and called the Northern Oriole. 
It is the state bird of Maryland. The male is the only bright 
orange-and-black oriole north of Florida. Some winter 
along the southeast Atlantic Coast and may find 


black upper 


food in backyard feeders and gardens. WaPrOw breast 
Juveniles are similar to females but show white lower 
a yellow-orange wash on the head and wing bar orange-yellow 

; ae s shoulder patch 
breast and grayish to whitish underparts. 
Juvenile males have more orange. ae es with 

toe. while edging to orange-yellow 

e Y P QD Se oS SOA 

SONG Disjointed measured 2-note garters uderpitls Ghd THE 


whistled melodic phrases, some with 
long pauses, Aue-/ee, hue-lee, hue-lee. Call 
is rich Awe-/ee. Also a series of rattling 
chatter, Caw-CaW-CawW-Caw-ca®. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs in 


MALE 


breeding season. In family groups after FALL FALL 
nesting, although some males remain aCe IMMATURE = IMMATURE 
hlack tail with OTaNE- MALE FEMALE 


solitary. May join mixed foraging 
flocks in winter and migration. 
Forages in bushes and trees, 
often high in canopy. Eats 
insects, caterpillars, 

berries, and fruits. 

Sips nectar. 

¢ BREEDING 


yellow patches on distal 
half of outer tail feathers 


variable amount of oy BULLOCK’S ORIOLE 
random black markings Male has bright orange 
on head and throat head, underparts, rump, 

: and outer tail feathers; 


7p 
olive black crown, nape, eye 
upperparts line, throat, wings, and 


2 whi a eee 
Z white : a tail; large white wing 
Monogamous. wing bars jeligen oles Q atch nies > and ; 
Soli Disolas rump _ - patch ¢ female and 
Solitary. Visplaying Se juvenile female have 
male spreads tail orange “er dark grayish eye line; 
and wings, bows underparts yellowish head, throat, 


x and breast; grayish 
to female. white underparts; 2 thin 
e NESTING white wing bars; olive- 
Incubation 12-14 davs by Co gray crown, nape, and 
ae : : z upperparts ¢ first spring 
female. Altricial young brooded by female; Seay arate 
stay in nest 12-14 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. female but shows black 
lores and bib. 


FEMALE 


belly may have 
grayish wash 


¢ POPULATION Common in deciduous woodlots, riparian 

woodlands, woodland edges and clearings, and around human 
habitation. Uncommon in 

winter in the Southeast. Rare in 
the West in migration. 

¢ FEEDERS Oranges, peanut 

butter and suet, or nectar. 

¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical 

migrant. Infrequent cowbird 

host (may eject eggs). 


Swift strong direct flight on rapidly 
beating wings; orange-yellow in dark 
tail flashes during flight. 


Nest Identification 


Shape ge Location & ay 


Intricately woven from plant fibers, horse hair, yarn, cloth, and string @ lined 
with grass, wool, and hair ¢ hanging from end of drooping branch in deciduous 
tree, rarely in conifer, 25-30 feet above ground (but up to 60 feet) ¢ built by 
female ¢ 4 grayish white or light blue eggs, blotched and scrawled at large end 
with blacks and browns; oval to long oval, 0.9 x 0.61 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PRINGILLIDAE Species Piyicola enucleator \ ©8th 99.75 inches | Winéspan 13.75_15 inches 


PINE GROSBEAK 
red-tipped plumage 


‘The largest of the grosbeaks makes its home in as 

; : os on head, back, rump, 
coniferous forests with an abundance of fruiting and uppertail coverts 
shrubs and trees. ‘his stout, tame bird ts easily 
approached and may allow itself to be touched 


ST ubby blackish 


: curved bill 
by human hands. Like many in the finch 
family, the male and female develop gular 2 white wing bars, 
pouches during nesting season to transport ie with 
. 3 INR WASH > 

food to nestlings. Except for populations ees MALE 
in the mountains of several western states 
and some in New England forests, MOSt pizchish wings ainiebne 
of its range is north of the US-Canada with white edging indet barks 
border. Irruptive flights in some winters — “ “ertia/s 
bring birds into the northeastern ; ae 

: es pink edging to fe 
states. Juveniles resemble adult primaries and overa 
females but are duller, with washes secondaries 


of dull yellow on the head, back, 
and rump instead of the female’s 
yellowish or reddish coloring. 


long forked 
e SONG Brief clear musical warble, black tail 
similar to that of the Purple Finch. 
Call is whistled pewy, pews, pew. 
Alarm note 1s chee-ul. 


yellowish or 


reddish head 


blackish wings with 
Ss 


e BEHAVIOR Solitary OT in pairs 2 white wing bars wubin Bizceisk 
sting se Gr nd pinkish edging ages : 
during nesting season. ‘Tame. and pinkish edging penal 


Gregarious. Forms large flocks soon to flight feathers 


after juveniles become independent. 
Forages on ground and in trees. 

Eats mainly seeds; also takes buds, 
some fruits, and insects. Male feeds 
female as part of courtship ritual. 
Mostly sedentary, not often moving 
south of southernmost breeding ranges in winter. 


@ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


e NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by 
female; stay in nest 13-20 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


mostly 
grayish overall 


FEMALE 


RUSSET 
g edge VARIANT 


¢ 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in open coniferous forests and alon 
of forest. Winters in mixed coniferous-deciduous woodlands, 
deciduous forests, second 
Flight Pattern growth, and in shade trees in 

villages and in suburbs. 

¢ FEEDERS Seeds. 

¢ CONSERVATION Vulnerable 
to loss of habitat due to logging 


Shallow undulations with series of rapid 
wing beats alternating with brief periods operations. 
of wings drawn to sides. 


Nest Identification ‘Twigs, weeds, and rootlets, with lining of soft grass, rootlets, moss, and lichen 
? 


¢ on limb of tree or bush, usually 2-25 feet above ground ¢ built by female 


e 2-5 blue-green eggs with dots of black, purple, and brown; oval to long oval, 


Shape Location 
pe @ dy 1.0 x 0.72 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat o.@ Migration Northern birds migrate Weight 2.) ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family FRINGILLIDAE Species Curpodacus purpureus 


PURPLE FINCH 
‘The male is easy to identify by its raspberry- 
colored plumage, brightest on the head, 
rump, and chest. Foraging in winter 
flocks, these birds depend on 

feeders when food supplies are 

scarce. Juveniles are similar 
to adult females; both have 
two white wing bars. 

¢ SONG Rapid high- 
pitched rising and falling 
warble. Late winter/early 
spring males may sing in 
chorus. Call is chu7-/ee. Flight 
notes are sharp fuck or pit. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs in nesting season. 
Male sings from exposed 
perch. Gregarious, tame. In 
flocks after breeding; joins 
mixed-species foraging 
flocks in winter with 
siskins and goldfinches. 


bright rosy 


red head MALE 


rosy 


supercilium 
by 


brown loreal 
mask extending | 
onto auriculars 


brown loreal mask 
extending onto 
auriculars 


whitish eye line 


brown-gray upperparts 


brown ; # 
with whitish streaks 


malar 
mark 


grayish white 


: = underparts 
Forages in trees and Se ene 
hopping on ground. Eats —— srreahing Loy 
> e . < (Wa ) 
seeds; some fruits, insects, FEMALE  ”otched tail 


and caterpillars in summer. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Male displays by dancing around 
female and vigorously flapping his wings until he ascends to a 
foot above the ground. 


¢ NESTING Incubation about 13 days by female. Altricial 

young brooded by female; stay in nest 14 days, fed by both 

sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 

© POPULATION Fairly common in open coniferous and mixed 
coniferous-deciduous forests, in forest edge, and in suburbs; in 
Pacific states, in oak canyons and lower mountain slopes. 
Declining in the East. 

e FEEDERS Millet and sunflower seeds. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Uncommon cowbird host. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due 
to logging. Decrease in New 
England due to competition 
with House Sparrow; recent 
declines in East suggest same 
with House Finch. 


Flight Pattern 


Swift bounding flight with rapid wing 
beats alternating with brief periods of 
wings pulled to body. 


Nest Identification 


Location gy, a 


Shape way 


oval, 0.8 x 0.57 inches. 


Length 5 56.25 inches 


rosy red plumage with 


x 


WingsPon 9 2510.5 inches 


Mon Streaking on 
back and crown 


pinkish edging to 
wings and 2 pinkish 
white wing bars 


bright rosy 
red rump 


white belly and 
undertail coverts 


CASSIN’s FINCH (Gl 
Longer bill with 
straighter culmen; nape 
often slightly crested; 
gray-brown back; wings 
edged with pale pink; 
long primary projection; 
streaked undertail 
coverts; distinct streaks 
on sides and flanks 

¢ western range. 


e) 


Houst FINCH 


Slender not chunky; 
less pointed bill with 


decurved culmen; 
indistinct facial pattern; 
brighter red on crown, 
rump, throat, and 
breast; dusky streaked 
underparts; squared tail. 


‘Twigs, weeds, rootlets, strips of bark, and string, with lining of moss, soft grasses, 
moss, and hair ® on branch or in fork of tree, 6-40 feet above ground ¢ built by 
female ¢ 3-5 pale green-blue eggs, marked with black and brown; oval to short 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat ee A Migration Northern birds migrate | Wel€ht 1.2 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PRINGILLIDAE Species Cappodacus mexicanus | “©"8" 6 inches Wingspan 9.75 inches 


—_—— 


HOUSE FINCH brown cap 

Originally confined to the West, this finch sl brown upperparts 
was called a Linnet and introduced as a we 
cage bird on Long Island, New York, in ; 
the 1940s. It became abundant in the bright red 
East, surpassing the House Sparrow. LONE! 


2 narrow white 
wing bars 


ere ee aie bib and 
‘Today, it is among the most wide y front of squared 
distributed songbird species in North head tail 
America. It often feeds with the MALE 
Purple Finch, especially in winter. 
Some male variants are orange or brown-streaked 
underparts 


yellow instead of red. Juveniles 
resemble adult females. 

¢ SONG Varied rich high-pitched grayish brown- 
scratchy warble composed a 
chiefly of 3-note phrases; pre 

many end with rising whitish buff 
inflections. Both sexes sing, wing bars 
but male’s song 1s longer, 
more complex, and more 
frequent. Call 1s nasal chee 
or chee-wheer; in flight a 
sharp nasal myee-a“. ee Rea ne 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary whitish buff 


ORANGE 
VARIANT MALE 


PURPLE FINCH CO 
Chunkier; notched tail; 
distinct rosy eyebrow 
and submustachial 


4 


or in pairs during nesting underparts FEMALE stripe; white crissum 
season. Gregarious. Forms lacks streaking; crown 

ll f. i ri h b . d d I does not contrast with 

‘ ‘ o ‘ e 

small family groups when young become independent. Larger face andinape omale 
foraging flocks in winter may join with other finches. Actively shows raspberry-red on 
forages on ground, in fields, and in suburban areas. Eats mostly head, breast, and rump. 
seeds but in summer takes insects and fruits. Drinks maple sap. CassiN’s FINCH © 


Larger; notched tail; 

long straight bill; nape 
often slightly crested; 
bright red crown; pale 


Males are conspicuous and sing often. Studies indicate that the 
redder the male’s plumage, the more desirable he is to females. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


e s % so ink-edged wings: 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Altricial young sii eae 
brooded by female; stay in nest 11-19 days, fed by both sexes. eovenediseace 


1-3 broods per year. streaking on sides and 
¢ POPULATION Abundant over much of North America in a Hanis: s. Wester sange: 
wide variety of habitats, from arid scrub, wooded canyons, cultivated 
fields, and open woodlands to 
Flight Pattern — suburban yards and urban areas. 
¢ FEEDERS Thistle, millet, 
sunflower, and other seeds. 
¢ CONSERVATION Rare 
cowbird host in the West; fairly 


Swift somewhat bounding flight with : 
rapid wing béats alternating with brief common host in the East. 
periods of wings pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification 


‘Twigs, grass, leaves, rootlets, bits of debris, and feathers ¢ in tree hollow, cactus, 
on ground, under eaves of building, in bird boxes, abandoned nests, shrub, tree, 
etc. ® built by female ¢ 2-6 light blue eggs, spotted with lilac and black, often 
concentrated at larger end; oval to long oval, 0.8 x 0.57 inches. 


Shape qy Br 
Location py, & ae —} ape ii 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ERINGILLIDAE Species 7 pyig curvirostra | +ensth 5.56.5 inches | Wingspan 10_10.75 inches 
LEN 


RED CROSSBILL 


MALE 


Crossbills take their name from the overlapping tips 
of the upper and lower mandibles. A resident of 
evergreen forests, they insert the crossed 
mandibles into conifer cones, forcing the 
scales apart while the tongue scoops the mandibler 
seed into the mouth. Nestlings have crossed at tips " 
straight mandibles that cross gradually about 
three weeks out of the nest. Having abundant 
food year-round, this species begins nesting as 
early as January. Juveniles have weakly crossed 
mandibles, gray-olive upperparts heavily 
streaked dark brown, dark brown-streaked 
whitish underparts with yellowish wash, and 
buff-yellow rump. Subspecies of this bird vary 
in size, bill size, and vocalizations and may 
represent up to nine separate species. 
e¢ SONG Series of 2-note phrases followed by 
trilled warble, 77, itt, jitt, jit, jitaa-jitaa- 
jilaaaaa. Calls vary among subspecies. 
¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs during breeding dusky black 
season. Gregarious in small to large flocks = ©” 
most of year. Forages primarily in conifers, 
some on ground. Eats mostly seeds; also 
insects and caterpillars. Clings under 
branches and cones chickadee-like or 
crawls across limbs and cones like a 
small parrot, using bill and feet. Eats 
bits of mortar and 1s attracted to salt licks and to 
winter salt on the sides of roadways. Individuals and 
flocks fly high and are generally detected by their flight calls. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Displaying male flies 
above female, vibrating wings and delivering flight song as he 
soars in circles overhead. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-18 days by female. Altricial young 
brooded by female; stay in nest 15—20 days, fed by both sexes. 
1-2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common in conifers and mixed forests. 
Wanderers, often depend on 


Flight Pattern cone crop. Irruptive flights to 
Gulf states some winters. 


e FEEDERS Sunflower seeds. 
© CONSERVATION Vulnerable 


Swift bounding flights, sometimes high to habitat loss caused by logging 
above ground, on rapidly beating wings operations. 
with brief periods of wings pulled to sides. 


dusky wings 
with reddish 
edging 


short notched 
dusky black 
tail 


brick-red 


overall 


whitish gray 
center to belly dark undertail 
coverts with 
whitish edging 


dusky buff- 


yellow overall 


WHITE-WINGED 
CROSSBILL 
White wing bars in all 
seasons ® male pinkish 
red overall ¢ female has 
dusky mottled olive- 
yellow upperparts; 
yellow rump; grayish 
underparts with 
yellowish wash. 


Nest Identification | Twigs, pieces of bark, grass, and rootlets, with lining of finer grasses, feathers, 
fur, hair, and moss ® on tree branch far out from trunk, 6—40 feet above ground 
¢ built by female ¢ 3-4 light green or blue eggs spotted with browns and lilacs; 
oval to long oval, 0.8 x 0.58 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ pote ee Migration Nonmigratory | “elt 1.4 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape wy Location ay 
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Family F RINGILLIDAE Species 7 oxig Jeucoptera Length 66.75 inches | Wingspan 9 5_10.5 inches 


WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILL 
Frequenting a northern range, White-winged 
Crossbills rarely are observed in large numbers 
in the US, except during food shortages 

and periods of overpopulation. Males are 
bright pink with a dusky band on the 

lower back, but plumage pales during 

winter months. Juveniles resemble adult 
females but are buffy tan overall with 

heavy brown streaking. 


bright pink » 
overall " A, 


2 bold broad 
white wing bars 


black wings 
and tail 


e MALE 
e SONG Vigorous musical warbles and 


chatters, sweet, sweet, sweet, on different whitish center 
pitches and often issued during display to belly 
flight on hovering wings. Call is rapid 
harsh repetitive series of chif-chif-chif 
notes and plaintive peer. yellowish wash 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Tame. In Mies vies 
pairs during nesting season from 
early winter to spring. Forages black wings with 
in small flocks most of year. 2 broad white 

se ai hi ae wing bars 
Principal diet 1s conifer seeds; 
also eats seeds from other 
trees, weeds, grasses, and FEMALE 
sunflowers. ‘lakes some 
insects. Attracted to salt licks 
and salt on surfaces of winter 
highways. Like Red Crossbill, 
uses mandible tips to spread cone 
scales while removing seed with tongue. 
Climbs over branches parrotlike using feet and bill. 


while e 
undertail 
Coverts 


grayish olive 
overall 


dusky streaks 
and mottling 


JUVENILE 


Similar Birds 


RED GROSSBILL 
Male brick-red overall; 
dark brownish black 


notched black tail 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Pg eo tous sve as 
; : : . ¢ female has dusky 
¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Incubation yellow upperparts with 


12-14 days by female. Altricial young brooded by female; stay in em, dusky mottling; yellow 
nest estimated 15—20 days. Both sexes regurgitate milky seed rumap; browssh black: 


5 ; wings lack wing bars; 
pulp mixture to nestlings. 1 brood per year. 


dull yellow underparts 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common but erratic in conifer and lack ee 
mottling. 


mixed coniferous-deciduous forests. Irregular wanderer; 
irruptive southward migration dependent on cone seed crops. 


Western populations expanding 


Flight Pattern range southward. 
4 Tv ~ 
‘ 4 


@ FEEDERS Sunflower seeds. 
™ ab DY TAT. y. 
@ CONSERVATION Vulnerable 
\ to habitat loss due to logging 
Swift bounding flight with rapidly beating opennems: Heavy mortality ie 
wings alternating with brief periods of winter due to automobile traffic 
wings pulled to sides. on salted roadways. 


Nest Identification Grass, bark, lichen, moss, and hair @ lined with twigs and weeds ® on 


horizontal tree limb far out from trunk, 3—70 feet above ground ¢ built by 
oa J 


4a Vr 


; female ¢ 3-5 whiti yale ~-oreen Eggs wi rown 2 ave : ‘ 
Shape | Location gy, emale whitish to pale blue-green eggs with brown and lavender spotting 


at larger end; oval to long oval, 0.86 x 0.62 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Vasile 29 nok a 2 Migration Nonmigratory | Welt 1.0 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PRINGILLIDAE SPECIES Carduelis flammea 


(COMMON REDPOLL 


‘This finch is most commonly observed in the tundra, 

but during some winters, foraging flocks migrate to MALE 
southern Canada and the northern US. It is a 
tame bird that allows close approach and 
does not fight over territory. ‘The best 
field mark 1s the red to orange cap 
and black chin combined with the 
streaked rump, uppertail coverts, 
sides, and crissum. Although 
primarily nonmigratory, the 
northern populations do migrate. 


¢ SONG ‘Trills, then bubbling 
twittering including c/7¢ notes 
of flight song, a rattling cit 
chit-chit-chit. Call is swee-ee-er. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. 
‘Tame. Lives in flocks all 

year. Loosely territorial or 
nonterritorial, with 
breeding pairs nesting 
close to one another. 
Forages chickadee- 
like, clinging to 
branch tips and 

weed tops for seeds, 
mainly from birches, 
alders, willows, and 
weeds. Also forages on Pisce 
ground for weed and brown 
erass seeds. Eats notched tail 


insects during summer. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Solitary to loose colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 10-11 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 9-14 days, fed mostly by 
female, but sometimes by male and by additional male helpers. 
1-2 broods per year. 


Flight Pattern 


whitish overall with 
heavy brown streaking 
on back and nape 


blackish brown 
wings with 2 narrow 
white wing bars 


notched 


blackish tail 


brown hindcrown 


and nape 


2 narrow 
while wingbars 


red cap 


whitish overall 


FEMALE 


¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common, breeding in tundra 
scrub, scrubby areas, and 
subarctic forest. Winters in 


US south of Canada border. 
@¢ FEEDERS Thistle, millet, 
sunflower seeds. 


Moves relentlessly in undulating flight, 


with series of rapid wing beats alternating 
with brief periods of wings pulled to sides. 


dark brown streaks 
on sides, flanks, and 
undertail coverts 


red or OTANLe- 


with brown streaking 


brushy areas. Irregular in the 


red or 
orange-red 


cap ® _ hn, 


sharp conical bill is 
buff with black tip 


black chin 


bright rose-pink 
breast and sides 


WINTER 
MALE 


WINTER 
FEMALE 


Hoary REDPOLL 

Paler frostier body; 
slightly smaller bill; 
faint, minimal, or absent 
streaking on rump, 
sides, flanks, and 
crissum ® male’s breast 
is generally a paler pink 
and is restricted to 
sides, but pink may be 
absent in winter 


plumage. 


Moss, feathers, plant material, and animal fur ¢ lined with twigs and grass 


Nest Identification 


Shape wy Od Location ih 


¢ generally hidden in dense low shrubs, occasionally in crevices in rocks or 
rocky outcroppings ® built by female ¢ 4—7 pale green or blue-green eggs, 
with purplish to reddish brown spots concentrated at larger end; oval to 


short oval, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ DO eo ke Migration Nonmigratory | Wel8ht 9.5 oun 


LOCATION 


DATE TIME 


Length 55. 5inches | “eh 8 259 mclics 


| 
| 
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Family P RINGILLIDAE 


PINE SISKIN 


In fall and winter this is a common visitor to northern 
forests, where it forages in flocks that may include 
several thousand birds. When food ts scarce 

these daytime migrants may travel as far 
south as Florida and central Mexico, 
flying in tightly formed flocks. In flight 
the yellow wing stripe at the base of the 
flight feathers and the yellow base to 

the outer tail feathers are conspicuous. 
Females are similar to males but with 
more washed-out yellow plumage. 
Juveniles resemble females but show 

a yellowish wash overall. 

¢ SONG Husky canary-like twittering 
warble, rising and falling in pitch and 
interspersed with a rapid ascending 
LLLRRERBBBBI7ee!, sounding like the 
equivalent of a bird with a chainsaw. Call 
is rising /ee-ee. Flight note is hoarse 
descending chee. 

e BEHAVIOR ‘Tame, may allow close approach. 
Gregarious. In small groups or flocks year-round. Weakly 
territorial or not at all, with pairs nesting close to one another, 
often in the same tree. Forages on ground and in trees for seeds 
from alders, birches, spruce, and other trees. Also eats thistle 
seeds and weeds, some insects in summer. Nomadic in fall and 
winter. Attracted to salt licks and salt-treated winter highways. 
Feeds on sap at drill wells created by sapsuckers. Mountain 
populations descent to lower elevations prior to winter onset. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Semicolonial. 


brown upperparts with 
dark brown streaking 


brownish black 
wings with white 
lower and yellow 
upperwing bars 
slender 


pointed till 


white underparts 
with brown 
streaking 


yellow at.base of 
primaries and 
secondaries 


notched blackish tail | 
with yellow base to 
outer tail feathers 


House FINcH Q 
Stubbier thicker bill; 
longer tail with squarish 
up; 2 narrow white wing 
bars; lacks yellow at 
base of tail, primaries, 


Species Cyrdyelis pinus | “8 4.55.25 inches | WIMSPAn 8 5_9 inches 


¢ NESTING Incubation 13 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 14-15 days, fed by both sexes. 
2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Widespread and abundant in coniferous and 


and secondaries. 
ComMON REpPoLL = & 
Red cap; black chin; 2 
narrow white wing bars; 


mixed conifer-deciduous forests, in woodlands, parks, weedy eae orp lamace. 


fields, and near human habitation. Erratic irruptions in some 
winters bring large numbers far south of normal wintering range. 


e FEEDERS Mixed seed, 
Flight Pattern 


on wings and tail. 


thistle, and black oil sunflower 
seed. Also will bathe and drink 
in birdbaths. 

@e CONSERVATION Fatalities 
high in winter; birds attracted to 
salt on roads become reluctant 
to fly. 


Flight is high and swift in compact flocks 
with long undulating sweeps. 


Bark, moss, feathers, and animal fur ¢ lined with grass and twigs ¢ usually 


Nest Identification 


Location ay 


hidden in conifer, placed far out from trunk ¢ 10-50 feet above ground ¢ built 
by female ¢ 
concentrated on larger end; short oval to short subelliptical, 0.7 x 0.5 inches, 


3-5 pale greenish blue eggs, with brown and black spots 


Shape —> cp 


Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Habitat ee ag Migration Mipratory Weight (5 ounce 
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Family PRINGILLIDAE Species Carduelis tristis Length 5 inches Wingspan g 75_9 inches 


AMERICAN GOLDFINCH 


Often called the “wild canary” in the Southeast, the eee 
male in breeding plumage ts a bright canary yellow. wie 
The female is more dull overall, while the young have 
whitish cinnamon wing bars and rump. Adult males in 
winter look more like the females and juveniles. 


e SONG A jumbled series of musical 
warbles and trills often with a drawn-out 
baybeee note. Flight song sounds like 
per-chick-oree or po-tato-chips. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Occurs in flocks 

in nonbreeding season. In 
spring, feeds on the small 
seeds from dandelions. 

In the late summer 
breeding season, 
males engage 


black 
} cap 


black wings with 
white double 
wing bars 


MALE 


in aerial : Boe extensive 
hlack ae 
; ; white edging 
displays of tail fi aie & 
exaggerated 


roller coaster—like 
flights across the sky, 
singing po-tato-chip with 
each downward glide. A ? EEMALE MALE 
¢ BREEDING JUVENILE WINTER PLUMAGE WINTER PLUMAGE 
Monogamous. 
Among the very 
latest songbirds 
to nest each year. 
Territorial 
defense and 

pale 
mate selection vellow 
begins in late underparts 
summer and 
continues into early fall. 


e NESTING Incubation 


10-12 days by female. 
Young stay in nest 


YELLOW WARBLER Ct 
Lacks wing bars and 
black wing and tail 

e breeds throughout 
much of the North, 
Southwest. 


LESSER GOLDFINCH © 
Yellow undertail coverts 
® ranges in the 


Sy 
FEMALE 


Northwest, Rockies, and 
much of the Southwest. 


11-17 days, fed by both sexes. 

1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common. 

Declining in eastern North 

America; stable in the West. 

Undulating, roller coaster—like flight with e FEEDERS Black (oil) 

several rapid wing beats and a pause. ; F 
sunflower seeds, thistle. 


Nest Identification Pliable vegetation lined with plant down ¢ caterpillar webbing and spider silk 
often used to bind outer rim @ usually along the edge of an open area @ built by 


female ¢ extremely well woven ¢ 4-6 pale blue or bluish white eggs; 


S ‘ ee : 
hape w Location ba & as subelliptical to oval, 0.6 inch long. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat @ oo && sxe | Migration Mioratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PRINGILLIDAE Species Cyrcothraustes vespertinus | “©?8th 7.75-8.5 inches | WingsP@ 1313.75 inches 


EVENING GROSBEAK ee 


brownish head 
and nape 


Since the late nineteenth century the breeding range of 
this chunky bird has expanded eastward, supported 
by seed from new trees and by increased feeding 
stations. Fall migratory patterns are erratic; birds 
only leave breeding ranges when food 

supplies fail or populations become 

sizeable. Flocks may arrive ina region — /arge white or 
one winter and not return the next. greenish yellow 


~e yellow eyebrow 
and forehead 


dark brown 
and yellow 


In flight the short notched tail and conical bill overall 
large wing patches are distinctive. 
¢ SONG Series of clipped warbled 
phrases, ending in shrill whistled note. as 
sale white patch 
ig S ¢ a> 2 » On Wf We PCET % 
C ls ire loud piercing clee-ip, pees ind Be ie 
chirp. Flocks sound like chorus of wings 
amplified House Sparrows. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. gs vs 
. stocky 3 


silver-gray 


idee pare body 
crown, face, j 
wn, f short notched e——* 


and back black tail 


‘Tame. Noisy. In groups and 
flocks during breeding 
season; pairs nest 

‘Ieee iatcecpete MLOLGGK 
closely. Eats insects, jf 
malar 
including spruce Payers 
budworm, while 
nesting; also eats 
buds, sap, and seeds 


yellowish 


nape : 
/ black wings 


with large 


2 white pat hes 


from trees and gray-buff 
shrubs; fruits and underparts 


: . ind rump 
berries. In winter : t 


looks for salt and drinks 
water from melting snow. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. — dlack uppertail 


AMERICAN GOLDFINCHG™ 
Smaller; black cap; pink 
conical bill; bright 


FEMALE 


Semicolonial coverts with 7 ' rele pet aap ane 
re ae white tips notched tail RASenDaN, W ne 

e NESTING Incubation with white tip ean coverts; black 

11-14 days by female; male feeds WIGS cake He 

‘ ee . aos . bars; white edging to 

incubating female on nest. Young altricial; brooded by female; Kettials: notched! black 

stay in nest 13-14 days, fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. tail with white tips on 


inner webs. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in breeding season in conifers 

and mixed woodlots; in mountains in West. Irregular in winter in 
woodlots, parks, second growth, 

Flight Pattern suburban areas. 

¢ FEEDERS Sunflower seeds: 

frequents birdbaths. 

© CONSERVATION Rare 

Sirite Shallow bousdne Aligtewieh capid cowbird host. Many killed on 


wing beats alternating with brief periods salt-treated highways in winter. 
of wings pulled to sides. 


«pe . Frail structure of twigs, grass, moss, roots, and pine needles © lined with fine 
Nest Identification GB) & J 
materials ¢ built on horizontal branch of tree far out from trunk © usually 


20-60 feet above ground (but up to 100 feet) ¢ built by female ¢ 3-5 pale blue 
Shape wy Location ay ial to bluish green eggs, with brown, gray, and purple spotting; oval to short oval, 
‘5 1.0 x 0.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat 6@ @ A Migration Some migrate Weight 2.1 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


BIRDS OF ‘THE MID-ATLAN'TIC e 367 


Family PassERIDAE Species Passer domesticus Length 5 56.5 inches | Wingspan 9 510 inches 


Spe : 2 2 : Bray CTOWN 
‘This bird was introduced in New York and cheeks 
City from Europe in the 1850s. By 
the early 20th century it was 

5 f te A black 
established over most of the bill 
continent. With the popularity 
of cars 1t began to decline; 
fewer horses meant less 

Nidhiaected-orincale pliosaed white submustache 
u gested grain to be g eae joins white half- 
from horse manure. Sometimes ‘¢o//ar x 
called the English Sparrow, it is 

the world’s most widespread 
songbird. Juveniles resemble 

females but have browner upperparts, 
buffier underparts, and a pinkish bill. 
e SONG Twittering series of 


chestnut nape Joins 
postocular stripe 


lees 


buff-brown back 
and wings with 
black streaking 


black bib 


and lores 


white 
wing bar 


gray rump 
and tail 


pale gray 
underparts 


chirps. Call 1s monotonous dusky postocular 
repeated cheep-cheep-cheep. stripe below buff 
CYCOTO 


blackish-streaked 
buff-brown 
upperparts 


¢ BEHAVIOR Aggressive 

and noisy. In pairs 

during nesting season; 

family groups and Pipa 
flocks after breeding. wiz yellowish © 
Feeds and roosts in base to lower 
huge flocks. Hops. mandible 
Forages on ground, in white 
trees and shrubs, in urban = ®”g bar 
and rural areas. Eats insects, 
caterpillars, seeds, grains, and 

fruits. Inspects car grilles for insects. 
Usurps nesting cavities from other species. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Some promiscuous. Males form 
circle around female and aggressively battle with each other. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 10-14 days by both sexes, mostly by 
female. Altricial young brooded by female; stay in nest 14-17 
days; both sexes feed by regurgitation. 2—3 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Abundant and widespread in urban and 
cultivated areas and around human habitation; gradually declining. 


¢ FEEDERS AND 
Flight Pattern 


sci 


FEMALE WINTER 
MALE 


EURASIAN ‘TREE 
SPARROW 
Reddish brown crown; 
white cheek with black 
patch; black loral mask 
and chin; black- 
streaked brownish 


brownish gray 
underparts 


upperparts; white wing 


bar has black upper 
border; dusky brown 
underparts @ locally 


common only in and 
around St. Louis, 
Missouri, and Illinois. 


BIRDHOUSES Will come to 
feeders for small seeds and 
grains; nests in bird boxes. 

¢ CONSERVATION Rare 
cowbird host. Out-competes 
other secondary-cavity nesters 
but loses to European Starlings. 


Swift somewhat bounding flight with 
rapid wing beats alternating with brief 


periods of wings pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification 


Shape @> lg By bY 
Location 2 ii ail ee of 


Plumage Sexes differ Haver Oe sl Migration Nionmigratory | Wel€t 1.0 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Grass, straw, weeds, cotton, bits of debris, twigs, and feathers ¢ in tree hollow, 
under eaves of building or other sheltered areas, or in bird boxes; abandoned 


nests of other birds ¢ on the backs of highway signs and billboards in the West 
¢ built by both sexes ¢ 3-7 light green or blue eggs, dotted with grays and 


browns, concentrated toward larger end; oval to long oval, 0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


ACCIDENTAL, VAGRANT, 
& CASUAL SPECIES 


i le following section (pp. 369-385) contains 170 species for 
which the American Ornithologists’ Union lists accepted 
records in the Mid-Atlantic region on an accidental to casual basis. 
Only those species listed on the current AOU Check-list of North 
American Birds (7th edition, 1998 and its 42nd Supplement, 2000) 
and the ABA 1998-99 ABA Check-list Report, Birding 31: 518-524 
are included. They appear in taxonomic order. 

‘The species on the following pages fall into one of the following 
three designations depending on their abundance in this region: 


Accdentals: Species that are represented by a single record or several 
records but have a normal range that is distant from this region. 
‘Therefore, these species are not expected to occur in this region. 
Vagrants: Species with a natural range that is close to this region, 
that can be expected to.be observed in the region on rare occasions. 
Casuals; Specics that have either a natural range that borders the 
2 , . . 5 Q LG a intent e 
region, or an extremely limited range within this region, and that aogguitos 


ae 
¥ 
We 
“4 


an 
I ne 
Hoe ne 5 = c seal i a3 
_ amay be expected to be recorded infrequently on an annual basis or a Be 
over a period of several years. ae: 
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PACIFIC LOON YELLOW-BILLED LOON 
Gavia pacifica Gavia adamsu 
Length 26 inches Length 30-36 inches 


EARED GREBE WESTERN GREBE 
Podiceps nigricollis Aechmophorus occidentalis 
Length 12-13 inches Length 22-29 inches 


Y ELLOW-NOSED ALBATROSS BLACK-BROWED 

Thalassarche chlororhynchos ALBATROSS >». 
Length 28-32 inches Thalassarche melanophris » 
Length 32-37 inches 


HERALD PETREL MOTTLED PETREL 
Pterodroma arminjoniana Prerodroma tnexpectata 
Length 14-16 inches Length 13-14 inches 


WHITE-FACED 
STORM-PETREL 
Pelagodroma marina 
Length 7.5—8 inches 


FEA’S PETREL 
Prerodroma feae 
Length 14 inches 
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RED-BILLED TROPICBIRD BROWN BOoBy 
Phaethon aethereus Sula leucogaster 
Length 30-44 inches Length 26-29 inches 


AMERICAN WHITE PELICAN ANHINGA 
Pelecanus erythrorhynchos Anhinga anhinga 
Length 60-63 inches Length 35 inches , 


MAGNIFICENT FRIGATEBIRD LITTLE EGRET 
Fregata magnificens Hgretta garzetta 
Length 37-41 inches Length | 24 inches 


i 
REDDISH EGRET WHITE IBIS 


Egretta rufescens . Eudocimus albus 
Length 27-32 inches me Length 21-27 inches 


ROSEATE SPOONBILL 


Ajata ajaja 
Length 30-40 inches 


WHITE-FACED IBIS 
Plegadis chihi 


Length 20-26 inches 
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GREATER FLAMINGO 
Phoemcopterus ruber 
Length 36-50 inches 


WooD STORK 
Mycteria americana 
Length 35-45 inches 


FULVOUS WHISTLING-DUCK 
Dendrocygna bicolor 
Length 18-21 inches 


BLACK-BELLIED 
WHISTLING-DUCK 


Dendrocygna autumnalis 
Length 19-22 inches 


BARNACLE GOOSE 
Branta leucopsts 
Length 23-28 inches 


Ross’s GOOSE 
Chen rossit 
Length 21-26 inches 


TRUMPETER SWAN MOTTLED DUCK 
Cygnus buccinator Anas fukvigula 
Length 58-72 inches ~~ Length 21 inches 


CINNAMON TEAL WHITE-CHEEKED PINTAIL 
Anas cyanoptera Anas bahamensis 
Length 14-17 inches Length 18-20 inches 
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GARGANEY 
Anas querquedula 
Length 15 inches 


BARROW’S GOLDENEYE 
Bucephata tslandica 
Length 16-20 inches 


MASKED DUCK 
Nomonyx dominicus 
Length 12-14 inches 


WHITE-TAILED KITE 


Elanus leucurus 
Length 15-17 inches 


SWAINSON’S HAWK 
Buteo swainsont 
Length 19-22 inches 


TUFTED DUCK 
Aythya fuligula 
Length 18—22 inches 


SMEW 
Mergellus albellus 
Length 14-16 inches 


SWALLOW-TAILED KITE 
Elanoides forficatus 
Length 19-25 inches 


MISSISSIPPI KITE 
[ctinia mississippilensis 
Length 13-17 inches 


FERRUGINOUS HAWK 
Buteo regalis 
Length 22-28 inches 
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EURASIAN KESTREL e. GYRFALCON 
Falco tinnunculus ‘ Falco rusticolus 
Length 12-16 inches Length 20-25 inches 


GRAY PARTRIDGE SPRUCE GROUSE 
Perdix perdix : Falcipennis canadensis 
Length 12 inches Length 16 inches 


YELLOW RAIL CORN CRAKE 
Coturnicops noveboracensis Crex crex 


Length 6—7.25 inches Length 10.5 inches 


PAINT-BILLED CRAKE SPOTTED RAIL 
Neocrex erythrops Pardirallus maculatus 
Length 7-8 inches oy Length 10-11 inches 


LIMPKIN 
Aramus guarauna 
Length 26-28 inches 


PURPLE GALLINULE 
Porphyrula martinica 
Length 13-14 inches 
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NORTHERN LAPWING 
Vanellus vanellus 
Length 12-13 inches 


MONGOLIAN PLOVER 
Charadrius mongolus 
Length 7-8 inches 


MOUNTAIN PLOVER 
Charadrius montanus 
Length 9 inches 


SPOTTED REDSHANK 
Tringa erythropus 
Length 12.5 inches 


LONG-BILLED CURLEW 
Numenius americanus 
Length 23 inches 


EUROPEAN 
GOLDEN-PLOVER 
Pluviahs apricaria 
Length 11 inches 


SNOWY PLOVER 
Charadrius alexandrinus 
Length 6-7 inches 


AMERICAN AVOCET 
Recurvirostra americana 
Length 18-20 inches 


(Si . 


EURASIAN CURLEW 
Numentus arquata 
Length 19-24 inches 


BLACK-TAILED GODWIT 
Limosa limosa 
Length 16 inches cs 
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BAR-TAILED GODWIT 
Limosa lapponica 
Length 16 inches 


RED-NECKED STINT 
Calidris ruficollis 
Length 6.25 inches 


BAIRD’S SANDPIPER 
Calhidris bairdi 
Length 7.5 inches 


CURLEW SANDPIPER 
Calidris ferruginea 
Length 7.5-8.5 inches 


RUFF 
Philomachus pugnax 
Length 9-12.5 inches 


SURFBIRD 
Aphriza virgata 
Length 10 inches 


LITTLE STINT 
Calidris minuta 
Length 6 inches 


SHARP-TAILED SANDPIPER 
Calidris acuminata 
Length 8.5 inches 


BROAD-BILLED SANDPIPER 
Limicola falcinellus 
Length 6.5—7 inches 


EURASIAN WOODCOCK 
Scolopax rusticola 
Length 13.5 inches 
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WILSON’S PHALAROPE FRANKLIN’S GULL 
Phalaropus tricolor Larus pipixcan 
Length 8—9.5 inches Length 13-15 inches 


BLACK-HEADED GULL BLACK-TAILED GULL 
Larus ridibundus Larus crassirostris Sey 
Length 14-16 inches Length 18-19 inches a 


MEw GULL CALIFORNIA GULL 
Larus canus Larus californicus Lina 
Length 16-18 inches a Length 21-22 inches k, Sy 


YELLOW-LEGGED GULL > THAYER’S GULL 
Larus cachinnans “ Larus thayeri 
Length 24 inches Length 23-25 inches 


SLATY-BACKED GULL SABINE’S GULL 
Larus schistisagus Xema sabini 
Length 25-27 inches Length 13-14 inches 
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Ross’s GULL Ivory GULL 
Rhodostethia rosea Pagophila eburnea 
Length 13-14 inches wo Length 15-17 inches 


ELEGANT TERN ARCTIC TERN 
Sverna elegans Sterna paradisaea xz 
Length 16-17 inches Length 14-17 inches * 


BRIDLED TERN SOOTY TERN 
Sterna anaethetus Srerna fuscata 
Length 14-15 inches Length 16-17 inches 


LARGE-BILLED TERN WHITE-WINGED TERN 
Phaetusa simplex Chlidonias leucopterus 
Length 14.5 inches Length 9-10 inches 


WHISKERED TERN BROWN NopDbDy 
Chlidomas hybridus Anous stolidus 
Length 10 inches Length 16 inches 


378 © BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC 


BLACK GUILLEMOT 
Cepphus grylle 
Length 12-14 inches 


ANCIENT MURRELET 
Synthhboramphus antiquus 
Length 10 inches 


EURASIAN COLLARED-DOVE 
Streptopelia decaocto 
Length 12.5 inches 


COMMON GROUND-DOVE 
Columbina passerina 
Length 6-7 inches 


NORTHERN HAWK-OwWL 
Surnia ulula 
Length 14-17 inches 


LONG-BILLED MURRELET 
Brachyramphus perdix 
Length 11.5 inches 


BAND-TAILED PIGEON 
Columba fasciata 
Length 14-15 inches . 


WHITE-WINGED DOVE 
ZLenaida astatica 
Length 11-12 inches 


GROOVE-BILLED ANI 
Crotophaga sulcirostris 
Length 12-14 inches 


BURROWING OWL 
Athene cunicularia 
Length 9-11 inches 


BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC e 379 


GREAT GRAY OWL 
Strix nebulosa 
Length 24-33 inches 


BLACK-CHINNED 
HUMMINGBIRD 


Archilochus alexandri 
Length 3.5-3.75 inches 


CALLIOPE HUMMINGBIRD 
Stellula calliope 
Length 2.75-3.25 inches 


w es 
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RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD 
Selasphorus rufus 
Length 3.75 inches 


LEWIS’S WOODPECKER 
Melanerpes lewts 
Length 10-11.5 inches 


BOREAL OWL 
Aegolius funereus 
Length 8-12 inches 


ANNA’S 
HUMMINGBIRD 
Calypte anna 

Length 3.5—-4 inches 


BROAD-TAILED 
HUMMINGBIRD 


Selasphorus platycercus 
Length 44.5 inches 


ALLEN’S HUMMINGBIRD 
Selasphorus sasin 
Length 3.75 inches 


RED-COCKADED 
WOODPECKER 
Picoides borealis 
Length 8.5 inches 
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BLACK-BACKED 
WOODPECKER 
Picoides arcticus 
Length 9.5 inches 


THREE-TOED 


WOODPECKER 
Picoides tridactylus 
Length 8-9 inches 


GRAY FLYCATCHER 
Empidonax wrightit 
Length 6 inches 


HAMMOND’S 

FLYCATCHER 
Empidonax hammond 
Length 5.5 inches 


VERMILION FLYCATCHER 
Pyrocephalus rubinus 
Length 6 inches 


SAY’S PHOEBE 
Sayornis saya 
Length 7.5 inches 


WESTERN KINGBIRD 
Tyrannus verticalis 
Length 8.75 inches 


ASH-THROATED 
FLYCATCHER 


Myrarchus cinerascens 
Length 8.5 inches 


GRAY KINGBIRD 
Zyrannus dominicensis 
Length 9 inches 


Tyrannus forficatus — 
Length 11.5-15 inches 
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FORK-TAILED FLYCATCHER 
Tyrannus savana 
Length 14.5 inches 


CASSIN’S VIREO 
Vireo cassinit 
Length 5 inches 


GRAY JAY 


Perisoreus canadensis 
Length 11.5 inches 


BROWN-CHESTED 
MARTIN 
Progne tapera 
Length 7 inches 


CAVE SWALLOW 
Petrochelidon fulva 
Length 5.5 inches 


BELL’S VIREO 
Vireo belli 
Length 4.75 inches 


BLACK-WHISKERED VIREO 
Vireo altiloquus 
Length 6.25 inches 


BLACK-BILLED MAGPIE 
Pica hudsonta 
Length 17.5—22 inches 


VIOLET-GREEN SWALLOW 
Lachycineta thalassina 
Length 5—5.25 inches 


ROCK WREN 
Salpinctes obsoletus 
Length 6 inches 
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BEWICK’S WREN NORTHERN WHEATEAR 
Thryomanes bewickn Ocenanthe oenanthe 
Length 5.25 inches | Length 5.5—-6 inches 


TOWNSEND’S 
SOLITAIRE 


Myadestes townsendi 
Length 8.5—9 inches 


MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD 
Sialia currucoides 


Length 7—7.25 inches 


REDWING 
Turdus thacus 
Length 8.25 inches 


FIELDFARE 
Turdus pilaris 
Length 10 inches 


VARIED THRUSH SAGE THRASHER 
Ixoreus naevius Oreoscoptes montanus 
Length 9.5 inches Length 8.5 inches 


BOHEMIAN WAXWING 
Bombyclla garrulus 
Length 8.25 inches 


SPRAGUE’S PIPIT 
Anthus spragueu 
Length 6.5 inches 
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VIRGINIA’S WARBLER BLACK-THROATED 
Vermivora virginiae GRAY WARBLER 
Length 4.54.75 inches Dendroica nigrescens 


Length 4.75—5 inches 


"TOWNSEND’S WARBLER KIRTLAND’S 
Dendroica townsend WARBLER 
Length 4.75-—5 inches Dendroica kirtlandi 
Length 5.5 inches 


MACGILLIVRAY’S PAINTED REDSTART 
WARBLER Z Myioborus pictus 

Oporornis tolmici — Length 5.5 inches 
Length 5.25 inches 


GREEN-TAILED ‘TOWHEE 
Pipilo chlorurus 
Length 7.25 inches 


WESTERN TANAGER 
Piranga ludoviciana 
Length 7.25 inches 


CASSIN’S SPARROW 
Aimophila cassiniu 
Length 6 inches 


SPOTTED TOWHEE 
Pipilo maculatus 
Length 7-7.5 inches 
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BACHMAN’S SPARROW LARK SPARROW 
Aimophila aestivalis Chondestes grammacus 
Length 6 inches Length 5.75-6.75 inches 


LARK BUNTING 
Calamospiza melanocorys 
Length 7 inches 


BLACK-THROATED 
SPARROW 


Amphispiza bilineata 
Length 5.5 inches 


LE CONTE’S SPARROW 
Ammodramus leconteit 
Length 4.5—-5.25 inches 


BAIRD’S SPARROW 
Ammodramus bairdi 
Length 5.5 inches 


HARRIS’S SPARROW GOLDEN-CROWNED 
Zonotrichia querula SPARROW 

Length 6.75—7.75 inches Zonotrichia atricapilla 
Length 7 inches 


CHESTNUT-COLLARED 
LONGSPUR 


Calcarius ornatus 
Length 5.75—-6.5 inches 


SMITH’S LONGSPUR 
Calcarius pictus 
Length 5.75—-6.5 inches 
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BLACK-HEADED 
GROSBEAK 


Pheucticus melanocephalus 
Length 7-8.5 inches 


PAINTED BUNTING 
Passerina cirts 
Length 5—5.5 inches 


inate 
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Y ELLOW-HEADED 
BLACKBIRD 


Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus 
Length 8.75-11 inches 


SHINY COWBIRD 
Molothrus bonariensis 
Length 7.5 inches 


BRAMBLING 
Fringilla montifringilla 
Length 5.5-6.25 inches 


LAZULI BUNTING 
'P asserina AMOeCNaA 
Length 5.25—5.75 inches 


WESTERN 
MEADOWLARK 


Sturnella neglecta 
Length 9-11 inches 


BREWER’S BLACKBIRD 
Euphagus cyanocephalus 
Length 8.75-10.25 inches 


BULLOCK’S ORIOLE 
Icterus bullockn 
Length 7-8.25 inches 


HOARY REDPOLL 
Carduelis hornemanni 
Length 5—5.75 inches 


e AERIE 

A nest located on a cliff or 
high place, usually built by a 
raptor, a bird of prey. 

°¢ AGAVE 

A desert plant with a 
spikelike flower, similar to a 
Yucca plant. 

e AIR SAC 

A series of thin-walled sacs, 
typically eight or nine (but 
ranging from six to 
fourteen, depending on the 
species) that in conjunction 
with the paired lungs 
comprise the bird’s 
respiratory system. 

e ALAR BAR 

A contrasting line (bar) of 
plumage beginning in the 
alar region of the wing 
(where the wing bends at the 
wrist and on the leading 
edge) and running from that 
point at an angle toward the 
bird’s body, stopping where 
the back of the wing joins 
the body. The effect is a 
patch or line of feathers that 
differ from the color of the 
wing feathers around it, thus 
producing a visible bar on 
the top of the wing. 
Sometimes the bar runs from 
the alula to the base of the 
wing on the front side 
(leading edge). 

¢ ALTERNATE 
PLUMAGE 

See Breeding Plumage. 

¢ ALTITUDINAL 
MOVEMENTS 

(Vertical migrations) A bird’s 
regular seasonal vertical 
movement, often from the 
mountaintops in summer to 
lower regions or valleys 
during winter, with a return 
to higher elevations the 
following spring. 


386 © BIRDS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC 


GLOSSARY 


e ALTRICIAL 

‘Term for young birds that 
hatch in a helpless state, 
usually naked with eyes 
closed, and are totally 
dependent on the parents. 
¢ ALULA 

A small group of feathers 
that protrude from the 
outermost joint of the wing. 
It has its own group of 
muscles and moves 
independently from the 
flight feathers. By adjusting 
the angle of the alula, the 
bird is able to regulate the air 
flow over the top of the 
wing, allowing it to alight or 
land at slower speeds 
without stalling. 

¢ ANHEDRAL 

‘The downward curve of a 
bird’s wings when in flight. 
¢ ARBOREAL 

A tree-dwelling bird. 

¢ AURICULARS 

Feathers along the sides of 
the ears, often called ear 
coverts or ear patches. 

¢ AXILLARIES 

Rigid feathers along the 
underside of the wings 
where they connect to the 
body, corresponding to the 
underarm area in a human. 
¢ BASIC PLUMAGE 

See Winter Plumage. 

¢ BREEDING PLUMAGE 
(Alternate plumage) Seasonal 
alterations in appearance to 
attract birds of the opposite 
sex, such as changes in color 
or the addition of ornamental 
ruffs. This is accomplished 
by a feather molt from the 
basic, or winter, plumage. 

¢ CAMBIUM 

Plant tissue near the inner 
bark of a tree that produces 
lateral growth. 


© CATKIN 

A spike of flowers such as 
those found on a willow or 
birch tree. 

¢ CERE 

The fleshy area on top of the 
base of the upper bill that 
contains the nostrils. Present 
on the bills of some bird 
species, particularly among 
birds of prey. 

¢ CLUTCH 

The total number of eggs 
laid during a single nesting 
period; some birds lay 
several clutches in a nesting 
season. 

¢ COLONIAL 

‘The pattern of nesting close 
together with birds of the 
same species. Sometimes 
only a few nests packed close 
together constitute a colony, 
but some may hold hundreds 
or thousands of nesting pairs. 
¢ CONSPECIFIC 

Birds that are members of 
the same species. 

¢ CONGENERS 

Distinct bird species that are 
related to one another by 
being in the same genus. 

¢ COVERTS 

A covering of feathers 
overlaying the upper and 
lower part of the wings, 
covering the bases of the 
flight feathers (wing coverts); 
also on top of the tail 
feathers (uppertail coverts 
and undertail coverts). 

¢ CRECHE 

An aggregation of hatchlings 
of a nesting colony, living 
together while they are ina 
dependent state and fed and 
tended by the adult birds. 

¢ CREPUSCULAR 

Birds that feed and are active 
during twilight hours. 


¢ CRISSUM 

Feathers covering the base of 
the undertail, usually a 
different color from the rest 
of the underparts. Also called 
undertail coverts. 

¢ CROP 

Where food is stored in the 
esophagus for later digestion, 
or to be regurgitated and fed 
to hatchlings. Some birds, 
such as pigeons and doves, 
have a two-chambered crop 
that produces special milk to 
nourish their young. 

¢ CROWN 

‘Top of the head between the 
forehead and the back of the 
head or occiput. 

¢ CULMEN 

‘Top ridge of the upper 
mandible, darker on some 
birds than the side of the bill. 
¢ DABBLING 

Method of surface feeding by 
a relatively short-necked 
short-legged duck. It tips up 
the tail and body, then dips 
its bill and neck into water. 
These ducks are called 
dabblers. See ‘Tipping-up. 

¢ DECURVED 

Sloped downward, usually 
referring to the bill. 

¢ DETRITUS 

Small particles of dead 
organic matter. 

¢ DIHEDRAL 

Wings held ina shallow V 
while bird is in flight. 

¢ DISTAL BAND 

A strip of color near the end 
of the tail, end of wing, or on 
the lower part of the leg. 

¢ DIURNAL 

Birds that feed and are active 
during the day. 

¢ ECLIPSE PLUMAGE 
Dull-colored plumage, 
similar to that of the female, 
into which many male ducks 
briefly molt in summer. 
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¢ EXTIRPATED 
Exterminated or destroyed 


from a part of a species range. 


¢ EYE RING 

A circle around the eye, 
usually of a contrasting color. 
¢ EYE STRIPE OR 
EYEBROW 

See Supercilium. 

¢ FIELD MARKS 

Plumage or anatomical 
features of a bird that help to 
distinguish it from other 
similar species. 

¢ FLASHMARK 

Color or marking on plumage 
that is visible only when the 
bird 1s in flight. 

¢ FLEDGE 

The act of a young bird 
(nestling) leaving the nest. 
Also fledging. 

¢ FLEDGLING 

A young bird that has 
feathers and is old enough to 
have left the nest but is still 
dependent on adult birds for 
care and feeding. 

¢ GONYS 

A ridge on the lower 
mandible of a gull that causes 
the midline to appear angled. 
Sometimes shows a red patch 
during breeding season. 

¢ GORGET 

A small iridescent patch on 
the throat of a hummingbird. 
¢ GULAR SAC 

A large or small pouch in the 
upper throat that helps a bird 
regulate body temperature 
and sometimes holds 
undigested food. In a few 
species, such as the 
Magnificent Frigatebird, the 
pouch greatly expands for 
courtship display. 

¢ HAWKING 

‘The act of catching prey, 
usually insects, in flight. 
Generally done with the bill. 
‘Typical of flycatchers. 


¢ HERONRY 
(Rookery) The colonial 
nesting site for herons, 
egrets, and ibises. 

¢ HINDNECK 

The bird’s nape or back of 
the neck. 

¢ HUMERAL 

The patch of feathers 
overlying the bone near the 
upperwing or shoulder area. 
¢ JIZZ 

The abstract combination of 
a bird’s posture, plumage 
pattern, shape, size, and 
behavior that allows an 
experienced birder to 
recognize a species instantly 
without further examination. 
¢ LAMELLAE 

Miniature ridges inside the 
bill of a duck or water bird 
that resemble the teeth of a 
comb and serve as a strainer 
during feeding. 

¢ LARDER 

A place where a shrike 
impales and stores its prey on 
sharp branches or wire. 

e¢ LEK 

A communal gathering place 
during breeding season 
where males of some species 
of birds display to attract the 
females. It contains 
numerous territories, each 
guarded by a different male. 
e LORES 

Space between the eyes and 
the base of the upper part of 
the bill on the side of the 
bird’s face. 

¢ MALAR 

Refers to the cheek area 
along the side of the face. 
Field mark here is called 
malar mark or malar stripe. 

¢ MANDIBLE 

The lower half of the bill. 
Maxilla is the upper half; 
both halves collectively are 
called mandibles. 


388 ¢© BIRDS OF ‘THE MID-ATLANTIC 


¢ MANTLE 

The feathers covering the 
back and upperwing coverts; 
feathers of the back and 
folded wings. 

¢ MANUS 

‘The portion of a bird’s wing 
that corresponds to the hand 
of a human. The fused bones 
of the palm and reduced 
digits bear the primary 
feathers and the alula. 

¢ MELANISTIC 

A bird that has a surplus of 
dark pigment in its plumage. 
¢ Mimic THRUSH 

A member of the family 
Miumidae, which includes 
thrashers, catbirds, and 
mockingbirds. 

¢ MorPH 

When birds of the same 
species have two or more 
different colored plumages, 
that are independent of 
season, sex, age, or breeding. 
Color phases may or may not 
be related to range and 
climate. 

¢ NEOTROPICAL 

The New World tropical 
region that encompasses the 
northern portion of the 
Mexican rain forest and the 
Caribbean islands, and 
extends to the nontropical 
regions of South America. 

¢ NEw WORLD 

Earth’s Western Hemisphere; 
includes North, South, and 
Central America. 

¢ NOCTURNAL 

Birds that feed and are active 
at night. 

¢ NON-PASSERINE 

Any of the birds that are not 
Passerines, which are the 
songbirds or perching birds. 
Includes loons, waterfowl, 
owls, shorebirds, hawks, 
woodpeckers, and doves. 


¢ NUCHAL PATCH 

A patch of contrasting color 
located on the back of the 
bird’s neck or nape. 

¢ OCCIPITAL PATCH 

A patch of color located high 
on the back of the head. 
Higher on the head than the 
nuchal patch. 

¢ OCCIPUT 

‘The area on the back of a 
bird’s head between the 
nape and the crown. 

¢ OCOTILLO 

A spiny desert shrub with 
red flower clusters at the tips 
of its branches. 

¢ OLD WORLD 

Earth’s Eastern Hemisphere; 
Europe, Asia, and Africa. 

¢ ORBITAL RING 

See Eye Ring. 

¢ PALEARCTIC 

Faunal region surrounded by 
the Atlantic, Arctic, and 
Pacific Oceans; encompasses 
Asia north of the Himalayas, 
Europe, and Africa north of 
the Sahara desert. 

¢ PASSERINES 

Any of the birds belonging to 
the order Passeriforms, 
which comprise more than 
fifty percent of the world’s 
birds. Highly evolved, these 
birds are able to sing and 
have three forward-pointing 
toes adapted for perching. 

e¢ PEEP 

Birder’s name for a group of 
small, similar-looking 
sandpipers; may have been 
derived from their high- 
pitched calls. 

¢ PELAGIC 

Birds that spend most of 
their time at sea and rarely 
are seen from shore. 

¢ PIEBALD 

Plumage that shows two 
contrasting colors. 


e PISHING 


Sound produced by birders 
to attract birds; made by 
clinching the teeth together 
and forcing air out through 
the teeth and lips to create a 
noise that sounds like pzsh- 
pish-pish. 

¢ POLYANDROUS 

When female bird has two or 
more mates; female often 
larger, has brighter plumage, 
and defends her territory. 
Male of the species usually 
incubates and tends young. 
¢ POLYGYNOUS 

When a male bird takes two 
or more mates. 

¢ POLYGAMOUS 

When both male and female 
of a species may take two or 
more mates. 

¢ POSTOCULAR STRIPE 
A line that leads from behind 
the bird’s eye to the auricular 
or ear patch. 

¢ PRECOCIAL 

‘Term for young birds that 
hatch with their eyes open, 
are down-covered, and are 
able to leave the nest within 
two days of hatching. These 
hatchlings may be either 
partially or not at all 
dependent on the parents for 
care and feeding. 

¢ PRIMARIES 

One of two sets of flight 
feathers, or remiges, located 
distally to the secondaries 
and joined to the manus of 
the wing. 

¢ PROMISCUOUS 

Birds, male or female, that 
come together solely for 
mating purposes and leave 
within a few hours to mate 
with other birds. 

¢ PYRIFORM 

Pear-shaped; often used to 
describe shape of egg. 


¢ RAPTORS 

A name applied to birds of 
prey — the hawks, falcons, 
eagles, kites, and owls. 

e RECTRICES 

‘The principal feathers that 
make up the tail. They range 
in number from eight to 
twenty-four, but the average 
in songbirds is twelve. 

¢ REMIGES 

Refers to flight 

feathers — primaries, 
secondaries, and tertials. 

¢ RIPARIAN 

Located on or near a river 
bank, stream bank, or other 
body of water. 

¢ SCAPULARS 

Feathers joined to the 
shoulder area of the bird and 
covering the top of the 
folded wing. 

¢ SECONDARIES 

One of two sets of flight 
feathers located between the 
body and the primaries and 
joined to the part of the wing 
that corresponds to the 
forearm of a human. 

¢ SEMIALTRICIAL 

‘Term for young birds that 
hatch with eyes either open 
or closed, are down-covered, 
and are incapable of leaving 
the nest; fed by parents. 

¢ SEMICOLONIAL 

Nesting pattern in which 
several birds of the same 
species nest close to one 
another, often within sight of 
each other’s nests and do not 
behave aggressively toward 
one another. 

¢ SEMIPRECOCIAL 

‘Term for young birds that 
hatch with eyes open, are 
down-covered, and able to 
leave the nest soon after 
hatching, but remain in nest 
and are fed by parents. 
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¢ SKYLARKING 

Elaborate territorial display 
flight given by a male 
songbird. It sings and often 
flutters in circles before 
swooping back to earth. 

¢ SPATULATE 

A long rounded spoonlike 
shape; sometimes used to 
describe bill or tail. 

¢ SPECULUM 

A small area of contrasting 
iridescent feathers located on 
the secondary feathers of the 
wings. Often seen in ducks. 
¢ SQUEAKING 

Sound produced by birders to 
attract birds; made by pursing 
the lips tightly together and 
sucking air in to make a high- 
pitched sound. This can be 
amplified by placing the lips 
on the back of the hand and 
sucking 1n a kissing fashion. 
¢ SUPERCILIUM 

Line above each eye; an 
eyebrow. Also called a 
superciliary stripe. 

¢ SUPERSPECIES 

Closely related species that 
are often separated from each 
other by geographic barriers. 
Without these barriers the 
two species probably would 
interbreed and become one. 
¢ SYMPATRIC 

Birds that inhabit the same 
range but remain distinct and 
separate species. 

¢ TAIGA 

Subarctic coniferous forests. 
e TARSUS 

The top of the foot behind 
the toes, often called the 
shank. Usually either bare or 
covered with scales, plates, or 
sometimes feathers. 

¢ TERTIALS 

The group of secondary 
feathers closest to the body; 
often a contrasting color. 


e TIPPING-UP 

Method of surface feeding by 
a duck, goose, or swan in 
which it raises its tail and 
dips its bill, head, and neck 
into the water. See Dabbling. 
¢ TOTIPALMATE 

All four toes joined together 
by webbing. 

¢ TYMPANI 

(Tympaniform membranes) 
Valves in the vocal organ of a 
bird that produce sound. 

¢ UNDERPARTS 

The plumage and coloring on 
the breast, belly, sides, 
flanks, and undertail coverts. 
¢ UPPERPARTS 

‘The plumage and coloring on 
the nape, back, shoulders, 
rump, and upper part of tail. 
°¢ VANE 

Contoured flight feather that 
acts as a propeller. [t consists 
of a central shaft surrounded 
by an inner and outer web. 

¢ VENT 

‘The opening of the cloaca, or 
anus; sometimes refers to a 
contrasting patch of feathers 
in this area. 

¢ WATTLE 

Fleshy piece of brightly 
colored skin that hangs from 
the lower bill; associated with 
turkeys and some chickens. 
¢ WILDTYPE 

A biological term based in 
genetics that describes the 
form that most individuals in 
a wild population take; 
description includes shape, 
color, patterns, and size. 

¢ WINGSTRIP 

A distinct line on the wing, 
usually of a contrasting color. 
¢ WINTER PLUMAGE 
(Basic plumage) Seasonal 
alteration in a bird’s 
appearance produced by the 
fall molt. 


A 


Accipiter 
cooper 112 
gentilis 113 
striatus 111 
Accipitridae 108-18 
Actitis macularia 146 
Aechmophorus occidentalis 369 
Aegolius 
acadicus 211 
funereus 379 
Agelaius phoeniceus 350 
Aimophila 
aestivalis 384 
cassinut 383 
Aix sponsa 80 
Ajata ajaqja 370 
Alaudidae 247 
Albatross 
Black-browed 369 
Yellow-nosed 369 
Alca torda \97 
Alcedinidae 217 
Alcidae 37, 194-98 
Alle alle 194 
Ammodramus 
bard 384 
caudacutus 333 
henslowt 331 
lecontett 384 
maritimus 334 
nelsont 332 
savannarum 330 
Amphispiza bilineata 384 
Anas 
acuta 88 
americana 83 
bahamensts 371 
clypeata 87 
crecca 89 
cyanoptera 37\ 
discors 86 
fulvigula 371 
penelope 82 
platyrhynchos 85 
querquedula 372 
rubripes 84 
Strepera 81 
Anatidae 37, 74-107 
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INDEX 


Anhinga 370 
Anhinga anhinga 370 
Ant, Groove-billed 378 
Anous stolidus 377 
Anser albifrons 74 
Anthus 

rubescens 282 

spraguen 382 
Aphriza virgata 375 
Apodidae 215 
Aquila chrysaetos \18 
Aramus guarauna 373 
Archilochus 

alexandri 379 

colubris 216 
Ardea 

alba 63 

herodias 62 
Ardeidae 60-70 
Arenaria interpres 151 
Asto 

Hlammeus 210 

otus 209 
Athene cunicularia 378 
Auk, Great 37 
Avocet, American 374 
Aythya 

affinis 94 

americana 91 

collaris 92 

fuligula 372 

marita 93 

valisineria 90) 


B 


Baeolophus bicolor 257 

Bartramia longicauda 147 

Bittern 
American 60 
Least 61 


Blackbird 

Brewer’s 385 

Red-winged 350 

Rusty 352 

Yeliow-headed 385 
Bluebird 

Eastern 270 

Mountain 382 
Bobolink 349 
Bobwhite, Northern 125 
Bombyalla 

cedrorum 283 

garrulus 382 
Bombycillidae 283 
Bonasa umbellus 123 
Booby, Brown 370 
Botaurus lentiginosus 60 
Brachyramphus perdix 378 
Brambling 385 
Brant 77 
Branta 

bLernicla 77 

canadensis 76 

leucopsis 371 
Bubo virginianus 206 
Bubulcus this 67 
Bucephala 

albeola \02 

clangula 103 

islandica 372 
Bufflehead 102 
Bunting 

Indigo 347 

Lark 384 

Lazuli 385 


Painted 385 
Snow 343 
Buteo 
Jamaicensis 116 
lagopus 117 
/ineatus 114 
platypterus 115 
regalis 372 
swmainsont 372 
Butorides virescens 68 


C 


Calamospixa melanocorys 384 
Calcarius 

lapponicus 342 

ornatus 384 

pictus 384 
Calidris 

acuminata 375 

alba 153 

alpina 160 

bairdit 375 

canutus 152 

Jerruginea 375 

fuscicollis 157 

himantopus 161 

maritima 159 

maurt 155 

melanotos 158 

minuta 375 

minutilla \56 

pusilla 154 

ruficollis 375 
Calonectris diomedea 47 
Calypte anna 379 
Campephilus principalis 36 
Camptorhynchus labradorius 

37 

Canvasback 90 
Caprimulgidae 212-14 
Caprimulgus 

carolinensis 213 

vociferus 214 
Cardinal, Northern 344 
Cardinalidae 344-48 
Cardinals cardinalis 344 
Carduelis 

flammea 363 

hornemannt 385 

pinus 364 

tristis 365 
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Carpodacus 
mexicanus 360 
purpureus 359 

Catbird, Gray 278 

Cathartes aura 73 

Cathartidae 72-73 

Catharus 
Licknelli 273 
fuscescens 271 
guttatus 275 
minimus 272 
ustulatus 274 

Catoptrophorus semipalmatus 

145 

Cepphus grylle 378 

Certhia americana 261 

Certhidae 261 

Ceryle alcyon 217 

Chaetura pelagica 215 

Charadriidae 134-39 

Charadrius 
alexandrinus 374 
melodus 138 
mongolus 374 
montanus 374 
semipalmatus 137 
vociferus 139 
wilsonia 136 

Chat, Yellow-breasted 320 

Chen 
caerulescens 75 
rossi 371 

Chickadee 
Black-capped 255 
Boreal 256 
Carolina 254 

Chlidontas 
hybridus 377 
leucopterus 377 
niger 192 

Chondestes grammacus 384 

Chordeiles minor 212 

Chuck-will’s-widow 213 

Circus cyaneus 110 

Cistothorus 
palustris 266 
platensis 205 

Clangula hyemalis 101 

Coccothraustes vespertinus 366 

Coccyzus 
americanus 203 
erythropthalmus 202 


Colaptes auratus 223 
Colinus virginianus 125 
Columba 

fasciata 378 

hivia 199 
Columbidae 38, 199-200 
Columbina passerina 378 
Contopus 

coopert 225 

virens 226 
Conuropsis carolinensis 38 
Coot, American 132 
Coragyps atratus 72 
Cormorant 

Double-crested 58 

Great 59 
Corvidae 243-46 
Corvus 

brachyrhynchos 244 

corax 246 

ossifragus 245 
Coturnicops noveboracensis 373 
Cowbird 

Brown-headed 355 

Shiny 385 
Crake 

Cor 373 

Paint-billed 373 
Crane, Sandhill 133 
Creeper, Brown 261 
Crex crex 373 
Crossbill 

Red 361 

White-winged 362 
Crotophaga sulctrostris 378 
Crow 

American 244 

Fish 245 
Cuckoo 

Black-billed 202 

Yellow-billed 203 
Cuculidae 202-03 
Curlew 

Eskimo 35 

Eurasian 374 

Long-billed 374 
Cyanocitta cristata 243 
Cygnus 

buccinator 371 

columbianus 79 

olor 78 
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Dendrocygna 
autumnalis 371 
Licolor 371 

Dendroica 
caerulescens 294 
castanea 302 
cerulea 304 
coronata 295 
discolor 300 
dominica 298 
fusca 297 
kirtlandi 383 
magnolia 292 
migrescens 383 
palmarum 301 
pensyfvanica 291 
petechia 290 
pinus 299 
striata 303 
nerina 293 
townsend 383 
virens 296 

Dickcissel 348 

Dolichonyx oryzivorus 349 

Dove 
Common Ground- 378 
Eurasian Collared- 378 
Mourning 200 
Rock 199 
White-winged 378 

Dovekie 194 

Dowitcher 
Long-billed 164 
Short-billed 163 

Dryocopus pileatus 224 


Duck 
American Black 84 
Harlequin 97 
Labrador 37 
Long-tailed 101 
Masked 372 
Mottled 371 
Ring-necked 92 
Ruddy 107 
‘Tunted 372 
Wood 80 

Dumetella carolinensis 278 

Dunlin 160 


E 


Eagle 
Bald 109 
Golden 118 
Ectopistes migratorius 38 
Egret 
Cattle 67 
Great 63 
Little 370 
Reddish 370 
Snowy 64 
Egretta 
caerulea 65 
garzetta 370 
rufescens 370 
thula 64 
tricolor 66 
Eider 
Common 96 
King 95 
Elanoides forficatus 372 
Elanus leucurus 372 
Emberizidae 323-43 
Empidonax 
alnorum 229 
flaviventris 227 
hammond 380 
minimus 231 
trailli 230 


virescens 228 

wrightit 380 
Eremophila alpestris 247 
Eudocimus albus 370 
Euphagus 

carolinus 352 

cyanocephalus 385 


F 


Falcipennis canadensis 373 
Falco 

columbarius 120 

peregrinus 121 

rusticolus 373 

Sparverius 119 

tinnunculus 373 
Falcon, Peregrine 121 
Falconidae 119-21 
Fieldfare 382 
Finch 

House 360 

Purple 359 
Flamingo, Greater 371 
Flicker, Northern 223 
Flycatcher 

Acadian 228 

Alder 229 

Ash-throated 380 

Fork-tailed 381 

Gray 380 

Great Crested 233 

Hammond’s 380 

Least: 231 

Olive-sided 225 

Scissor-tailed 380 

Vermilion 380 

Willow 230 

Yellow-bellied 227 
Fratercula arctica 198 
Fregata magnificens 370 
Frigatebird, Magnificent 370 
Fringilla montifringilla 385 
Fringillidae 358-66 
Fulica americana 132 
Fulmar, Northern 45 
Fulmarus glacialis 45 


Gadwall 81 


Gallinago gallinago 165 
Gallinula chloropus \31 
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Gallinule, Purple 373 
Gannet, Northern 56 
Garganey 372 
Gavia 
adamsu 369 
mnimer 41 
pacifica 369 
stellata 40 
Gaviidae 40-41 
Geothlypis trichas 316 
Gnatcatcher, Blue-gray 269 
Godwit 
Bar-tailed 375 
Black-tailed 374 
Hudsonian 149 
Marbled 150 
Goldeneye 
Barrow’s 372 
Common 103 
Goldfinch, American 365 
Goose 
Barnacle 371 
Canada 76 
Greater White-fronted 74 
Ross’s 371 
Snow 75 
Goshawk, Northern 113 
Grackle 
Boat-tailed 354 
Common 353 
Grebe 
Eared 369 
Horned 43 
Pied-billed 42 
Red-necked 44 
Western 369 
Grosbeak 
Black-headed 385 
Blue 346 
Evening 366 
Pine 358 
Rose-breasted 345 
Grouse 
Ruffed 123 
Spruce 373 
Gruidae 133 
Grus canadensis 133 
Guillemot, Black 378 
Guiraca caerulea 346 
Gull 
Black-headed 376 
Black-tailed 376 
Bonaparte’s 176 


California 376 

Franklin’s 376 

Glaucous 181 

Great Black-backed 182 

Herring 178 

Iceland 179 

Ivory 377 

Laughing 174 

Lesser Black-backed 180 

lecctle- 175 

Mew 376 

Ring-billed 177 

Ross’s 377 

Sabine’s 376 

Slaty-backed 376 

Thayer’s 376 

Yellow-legged 376 
Gyrfalcon 373 


H 


Haematopodidae 140 
Haematopus palhatus 140 
Hahaeetus leucocephalus 109 
Harrier, Northern 110 
Hawk 

Broad-winged 115 

Cooper’s 112 

Ferruginous 372 

Red-shouldered 114 

Red-tailed 116 

Rough-legged 117 

Sharp-shinned 111 

Swainson’s 372 
Helmitheros vermivorus 308 
Heron 

Great Blue 62 

Green 68 

Little Blue 65 

Tricolored 66 
Himantopus mexicanus 141 
Hirundinidae 248-53 
Hirundo rustica 253 
Histrionicus histrionicus 97 
Hummingbird 

Allen’s 379 

Anna’s 379 

Black-chinned 379 

Broad-tailed 379 

Cathope 379 

Ruby-throated 216 

Rufous 379 


Hydrobatidae 52-54 
Hylocichla mustelina 276 


I 


Ibis 

Glossy 71 

White 370 

White-faced 370 
Icteria virens 320 
Icteridae 349-57 
Icterus 

bullockit 385 

galbula 357 

spurius 356 
[ctinia mississippiensts 372 
lxobrychus exilis 61 
Ixoreus naevius 382 


J 


Jaeger 
Long-tailed 173 
Parasitic 172 
Pomarine 171 
Jay 
Blue 243 
Gray 381 
Junco, Dark-eyed 341 
Junco hyemalis 341 


K 
Kestrel 
American 119 
Eurasian 373 
Killdeer 139 
Kingbird 
Eastern 234 
Gray 380 
Western 380 
Kingfisher, Belted 217 
Kinglet 
Golden-crowned 267 
Ruby-crowned 268 
Kite 
Mississippi 372 
Swallow-tailed 372 
White-tailed 372 
Kittiwake, Black-legged 183 
Knot, Red 152 


394 ¢ BIRDS OF ‘THE MID-ATLANTIC 


(9 
Laniidae 235-36 
Lanius 
excubitor 236 
ludovicianus 235 
Lapwing, Northern 374 
Laridae 169-93 
Lark, Horned 247 
Larus 
argentatus 178 
atricilla 174 
cachinnans 376 
californicus 376 
canus 376 
crassirostris 376 
delawarensis 177 
fuscus 180 
glaucoides \79 
hyperboreus 181 
marinus 182 
minutus 175 
philadelphia 176 
pipixcan 376 
ridibundus 376 
schistisagus 376 
thayert 376 
Laterallus jamaicensts 126 
Limicola falcinellus 375 
Limnodromus 
griseus 163 
scolopaceus 164 
Limnothlypis swainsonu 309 
Limosa 
fedoa 150 
haemastica 149 
lapponica 375 
limosa 374 
Limpkin 373 
Longspur 
Chestnut-collared 384 
Lapland 342 
Smith’s 384 
Loon 
Common 41 
Pacific 369 
Red-throated 40 
Yellow-billed 369 
Lophodytes cucullatus 104 
Loxia 
curvirosira 361 
leucoptera 362 


M 


Magpie, Black-billed 381 
Mallard 85 
Martin 

Brown-chested 381 

Purple 248 
Meadowlark 

Eastern 351 

Western 385 
Melanerpes 

carolinus 219 

erythrocephalus 218 

lewis 379 
Melanitta 

fusca 99 

nigra \O0 

perspicillata 98 
Meleagris gallopavo 124 
Melospiza 

georgiana 338 

hincolni 337 

melodia 336 
Merganser 

Common 105 

Hooded 104 

Red-breasted 106 
Mergellus albellus 372 
Mergus 

merganser 105 

serrator 106 
Merlin 120 
Mimidae 278—80 
Mimus polyglottos 279 
Mniotilta varia 305 
Mockingbird, Northern 279 
Molothrus 

ater 355 

bonariensts 385 
Moorhen, Common 131 
Morus bassanus 56 
Motacillidae 282 
Murre 

Common 195 

‘Thick-billed 196 
Murrelet 

Ancient 378 

Long-billed 378 
Myadestes townsend 382 
Mycteria americana 371 
Mytarchus 

cinerascens 380 

crinitus 233 


Myioborus pictus 383 
Myiopsitta monachus 201 


N 


Neocrex erythrops 373 
Night-Heron 

Black-crowned 69 

Yellow-crowned 70 
Nighthawk, Common 212 
Noddy, Brown 377 
Nomonyx dominicus 372 
Numenius 

americanus 374 

arquata 374 

borealis 35 

phaeopus 148 
Nuthatch 

Brown-headed 260 

Red-breasted 258 

White-breasted 259 
Nyctanassa violacea 70 
Nyctea scandiaca 207 
Nycticorax nycticorax 69 


O 


Oceanites oceanicus 52 
Oceanodroma 
castro 54 
leucorhoa 53 
Odontophoridae 125 
Ocenanthe oenanthe 382 
Oporornis 
agilis 314 
formosus 313 
philadelphia 315 
tolmiei 383 
Oreoscoptes montanus 382 
Oriole 
Baltimore 357 
Bullock’s 385 
Orchard 356 
Osprey 108 
Orus asio 205 
Ovenbird 310 
Owl 
Barn 204 
Barred 208 
Boreal 379 
Burrowing 378 
Eastern Screech- 205 
Great Gray 379 


Great Horned 206 
Long-eared 209 
Northern Hawk- 378 
Northern Saw-whet 211 
Short-eared 210 
Snowy 207 
Oxyura jamaicensis 107 
Oystercatcher, American 140 


re 


Pagophila eburnea 377 
Pandion haliaetus \08 
Parakeet 

Carolina 38 

Monk 201 
Paridae 254-57 
Pardirallus maculatus 373 
Partridge, Gray 373 
Parula americana 289 
Parula, Northern 289 
Parulidae 36, 284-320 
Passer domesticus 367 
Passerculus sandwichensis 329 
Passerella tlaca 335 
Passeridae 367 
Passerina 

amoend 385 

ciris 385 

cyanea 347 
Pelagodroma marina 369 
Pelecanidae 57 
Pelecanus 

erythrorhynchos 370 

occidentalis 57 
Pelican 

American White 370 

Brown 57 
Perdix perdix 373 
Perisoreus canadensis 381 
Petrel 

Black-capped 46 

Fea’s 369 

Herald 369 

Mottled 369 
Petrochelidon 

fulva 381 

pyrrhonota 252 
Pewee, Eastern Wood- 226 
Phaethon 

aethereus 370 

lepturus 55 
Phaethontidae 55 
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Phaetusa simplex 377 


Phalacrocoracidae 58-59 


Phalacrocorax 

auritus 58 

carbo 59 
Phalarope 

Red 168 

Red-necked 167 

Wilson’s 376 
Phalaropus 

Julicaria 168 

lobatus 167 

tricolor 376 
Phasianidae 122-24 
Phastanus colchicus 122 
Pheasant, Ring-necked 

122 

Pheucticus 

ludovicianus 345 

melanocephalus 385 
Philomachus pugnax 375 
Phoebe 

Eastem 232 

Say’s 380 
Phoentcopterus ruber 371 
Pica hudsonia 381 
Picidae 36, 218-24 
Picoides 

arcticus 380 

borealis 379 

pubescens 221 

tridactylus 380 

villosus 222 
Pigeon 

Band-tailed 378 

Passenger 38 
Pinguinus impennis 37 
Pinicola enucleator 358 
Pintail 

Northern 88 

White-cheeked 371 
Pipilo 

chlorurus 383 

erythrophthalmus 323 

maculatus 383 
Pipit 

American 282 

Sprague’s 382 
Piranga 

ludoviciana 383 

olivacea 322 

rubra 321 
Plectrophenax nivalis 343 


Plegadis 

chiht 370 

faleinellus 71 
Plover 

American Golden- 135 

Black-bellied 134 

European Golden- 374 

Mongolian 374 

Mountain 374 

Piping 138 

Semipalmated 137 

Snowy 374 

Wilson’s 136 
Pluvialis 

apricaria 374 

dominica 135 

squatarola 134 
Podiceps 

auritus 43 

grisegena 44 

migricollis 369 
Podicipedidae 42-44 
Podilymbus podiceps 42 
Poectle 

atricapilla 255 

carolinensis 254 

hudsonica 256 
Potioptila caerulea 269 
Pooecetes gramineus 328 
Porphyrula martinica 373 
Porzana carolina 130 
Procellartidae 45—51 
Progne 

subis 248 

tapera 381 
Protonotaria citrea 307 
Psittacidae 38, 201 
Prerodroma 

arminjgoniana 369 

feae 369 
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hasitata 46 

inexpectata 369 
Puffin, Atlantic 198 
Puffinus 

gravis 48 

griseus 49 

lherminiert 51 

puffinus 50 
Pyrocephalus rubinus 380 


O 


Ouiscalus 
mayor 354 
guiscula 353 


R 
Rail 
Black 126 
Clapper 127 
King 128 
Spotted 373 
Virginia 129 
Yellow 373 
Rallidae 126-32 
Rallus 
elegans 128 
limicola 129 
/ongirostris 127 
Raven, Common 246 
Razorbill 197 
Recurvirostra americana 374 
Recurvirostridae 141 
Redhead 91 
Redpoll 
Common 363 
Hoary 385 
Redshank, Spotted 374 
Redstart 
American 306 
Painted 383 
Redwing 382 
Regulidae 267-68 
Regulus 
calendula 268 
satrapa 267 
Rhodostethia rosea 377 
Riparia riparia 251 
Rissa tridactyla 183 
Robin, American 277 
Ruff 375 
Rynchops niger 193 


S 


Salpinctes obsoletus 381 
Sanderling 153 
Sandpiper 
Baird’s 375 
Broad-billed 375 
Buff-breasted 162 
Curlew 375 
Least 156 
Pectoral 158 
Purple 159 
Semipalmated 154 
Sharp-tailed 375 
Solitary 144 
Spotted 146 
Sult 161 
Upland 147 
Western 155 
White-rumped 157 
Sapsucker, Yellow-bellied 
220 
Sayornis 
phoebe 232 
saya 380 
Scaup 
Greater 93 
Lesser 94 
Scolopacidae 35, 142-68 
colopax 
minor 166 
rusticola 375 
Scoter 
Black 100 
Surf 98 
White-winged 99 
Serurus 
aurocapillus 310 
motacilla 312 
noveboracensis 311 
Selasphorus 
platycerus 379 
rufus 379 
sasin 379 
Setophaga ruticilla 306 
Shearwater 
Audubon’s 51 
Cory’s 47 
Greater 48 
Manx 50 
Sooty 49 
Shoveler, Northern 87 


Shrike 
Loggerhead 235 
Northern 236 
Sialia 
currucoides 382 
sialis 270 
Siskin, Pine 364 
Sitta 
canadensis 258 
carolinensis 259 
pusilla 260 
Sittidae 258-60 
Skimmer, Black 193 
Skua 
Great 169 
South Polar 170 
Smew 372 
Snipe, Common 165 
Solitaire, Townsend’s 382 
Somateria 
mollissima 96 
spectabilis 95 
Sora 130 
Sparrow 
American Tree 324 
Bachman’s 384 
Baird’s 384 
Black-throated 384 
Cassin’s 383 
Chipping 325 
Clay-colored 326 
Field 327 
Fox'335 
Golden-crowned 384 
Grasshopper 330 
Harris’s 384 
Henslow’s 331 
House 367 
Lark 384 
Le Conte’s 384 
Lincoln’s 337 
Nelson’s Sharp-tailed 332 
Saltmarsh, Sharp-tailed 333 
Savannah 329 
Seaside 334 
Song 336 
Swamp 338 
Vesper 328 
White-crowned 340 
White-throated 339 
Sphyrapicus varius 220 
Spiza americana 348 


Spizella 
arborea 324 
pallida 326 
passerina 325 
pusilla 327 
Spoonbill, Roseate 370 
Starling, European 281 
Sreleidopteryx serripennis 250 
Srellula calliope 379 
Srercorarius 
longicaudus 173 
maccormickt 170 
parasiticus 172 
pomarinus 171 
skua 169 
Srerna 
anaethetus 377 
antillarum \91 
caspia \85 
dougallii 188 
elegans 377 
forstert 190 
fuscata 377 
/urundo 189 
maxima \86 
nilotica 184 
paradisaea 377 
sandvicensis 187 
Stilt, Black-necked 141 
Stint 
Little 375 
Red-necked 375 
Stork, Wood 371 
Storm-Petrel 
Band-rumped 54 
Leach’s 53 
White-faced 369 
Wilson’s 52 
Streptopelia decaocto 378 
Strigidae 205-11 
SLIXx 
nebulosa 379 
varia 208 
Sturnella 
magna 351 
neglecta 385 
Sturnidae 281 
Sturnus vulgaris 281 
Sula leucogaster 370 
Sulidae 56 
Surfbird 375 


Surnia ulula 378 
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Swallow 

Bank 251 

Barn 253 

Cave 381 

Cliff 252 

Northern Rough-winged 

750 

‘Tree 249 

Violet-green 381 
Swan 

Mute 78 

‘Trumpeter 371 

‘Tundra 79 
Swift, Chimney 215 
Sylviidae 269 
Synthliboramphus antiquus 378 


JE 


Tachycineta 
hicolor 249 
thalassina 381 
‘Tanager 
Scarlet 322 
Summer 321 
Western 383 
Teal 
Blue-winged 86 
Cinnamon 371 
Green-winged 89 
‘Tern 
Arctic 377 
Black 192 
Bridled 377 
Caspian 185 
Common 189 
Elegant 377 
Forster’s 190 
Gull-billed 184 
Large-billed 377 
Meast 194 
Roseate 188 
Royal 186 
Sandwich 187 
Sooty 377 
Whiskered 377 
White-winged 377 
Thalassarche 
chlororhynchos 369 
melanophris 369 
‘Thrasher 
Brown 280 
Sage 382 


‘Thraupidae 321-22 
‘Threskiornithidae 71 
‘Thrush 

Bicknell’s 273 

Gray-cheeked 272 

Hermit 275 

Swainson’s 274 

Varied 382 

Wood 276 
Thryomanes bewickit 382 
Thryothorus ludovicianus 262 
‘Titmouse, Tufted 257 
‘Towhee 

Eastern 323 

Green-tailed 383 

Spotted 383 
Toxostoma rufum 280 
Tringa 

erythropus 374 

flavipes 143 

melanoleuca 142 

solitaria 144 
‘Trochilidae 216 
Troglodytes 

aedon 263 

troglodytes 264 
‘Troglodytidae 262-66 
‘Tropicbird 

Red-billed 370 

White-tailed 55 
Tryngites subruficolis 162 
‘Turdidae 270-77 
Lurdus 

lacus 382 

migratorius 277 

pilaris 382 
‘Turkey, Wild 124 
‘Turnstone, Ruddy 151 
‘Tyrannidae 225-34 
1yrannus 

dominicensis 380 

forficatus 380 

Savana 381 

tyrannus 234 

vernicalis 380 
Lyto alba 204 
‘Tytonidae 204 


U 


Uria 
aalge 195 
lomvia 196 


V 


Vanellus vanellus 374 
Veery 271 
Vermivora 
bachmani 36 
celata 287 
chrysoptera 285 
peregrina 286 
pinus 284 
ruficapilla 288 
virginiae 383 
Vireo 
Bell’s 381 
Black-whiskered 381 
Blue-headed 239 
Cassin’s 381 
Philadelphia 241 
Red-eyed 242 
Warbling 240 
White-eyed 237 
Yellow-throated 238 
Vireo 
altiloquus 381 
belli 381 
cassinu 381 
flavifrons 238 
gilous 240 
griseus 237 
olivaceus 242 
philadelphicus 241 
solitarius 239 
Vireonidae 237-42 
Vulture 
Black 72 
‘Turkey 73 


W 

Warbler 
Bachman’s 36 
Bay-breasted 302 
Black-and-white 305 
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Golden-winged 285 
Hooded 317 
Kentucky 313 
Kirtland’s 383 
MacGillivray’s 383 
Magnolia 292 
Mourning 315 
Nashville 288 
Orange-crowned 287 
Palm 301 
Pine 299 
Prairie 300 
Prothonotary 307 
Swainson’s 309 
Tennessee 256 
‘Townsend’s 383 
Virginia’s 383 
Wilson’s 318 
Worm-eating 308 
Yellow 290 
Yellow-rumped 295 
Yellow-throated 298 
Waterthrush 
Louisiana 312 
Northern 311 
Waxwing 
Bohemian 382 


Cedar 283 


Wheatear, Northern 382 


Whimbrel 148 
Whip-poor-will 214 
Whistling-Duck 
Black-bellied 371 
Fulvous 371 
Wigeon 
American 83 
Eurasian 82 
Willet 145 
Wilsonta 
canadensis 319 
citrina 317 
pusilla 318 


Red-cockaded 379 

Red-headed 218 

‘Three-toed 380 
Wren 

Bewick’s 382 

Carolina 262 

House 263 

Marsh 266 

Rock 381 

Sedge 265 

Winter 264 


x 


Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus 


385 
Xema sabinit 376 


x 


Yellowlegs 
Greater 142 
Lesser 143 


‘ellowthroat, Common 316 


7 


Zenaida 
astatica 378 
macroura 200 

Zonotrichia 
albicollis 339 
atricapilla 384 
leucophrys 340 
querula 384 


Black-throated Blue 294 Woodcock 
Black-throated Gray 383 American 166 
Black-throated Green 296 Eurasian 375 
Blackburnian 297 Woodpecker 
Blackpoll 303 Black-backed 380 
Blue-winged 254 Downy 221 
Canada 319 Hairy 222 

Cape May 293 Ivory-billed 36 
Cerulean 304 Lewis's 379 
Chestnut-sided 291 Pileated 224 


Connecticut 314 Red-bellied 219 
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